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The gospel, properly understood, should make us sing. In fact, one could argue that the gospel is meant 
to make us sing to God. Peter declares, “For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, that he might bring us to God …” (1 Peter 3:18). Jesus died to bring us to God, and the only 
proper response when we are brought to God is to lift up our voices and sing to Him (Psalm 147:1). “Holy 
Is Our God” is a song that uniquely reminds us why we sing to our God, and it demonstrates three great 
truths about our God and what it means to know Him.  
 

The Christian life is all grace. 
 
The first two verses of this song are loaded with grace. In only a few lines, we sing of our sin, guilt, 
idolatry, and due punishment, and yet we can sing it with joy and hope because we have one “who took 
the sinner’s place” and who “is our righteousness.” Martin Luther referred to this as the “wonderful 
exchange.” We deserved death and God’s wrath for our sin, but instead, Jesus Christ took our place. He 
exchanged our sin for His righteousness. He took our imperfect and debt-ridden record and replaced it 
with His perfect obedience and holiness. Now God the Father looks at us with the same pleasure and 
delight as He does His Son. This means that even when “we give our hearts to less” or when “Satan’s 
lies of guilt abound,” we have a God who promises to forgive, restore, and sanctify us and a Savior who 
sings His grace over us (Zephaniah 3:17).  
 

Being near a holy God is a divine miracle. 
 
The fact that we can sing about the holiness of God is a divine miracle. The Bible is emphatic about the 
chasm that exists between sinful humans and the holiness of God. Job’s friend Eliphaz asks rhetorically, 
“Can mortal man be in the right before God? Can a man be pure before his Maker?” (Job 4:17). The 
answer is a resounding no. Like our first parents, we have all eaten the forbidden fruit. We have all 
forsaken the fountain of living water and dug out our own wells (Jeremiah 2:13). Left to ourselves, we 
cannot be in the right before God, regardless of our morality or ethical track records.  
 
In short, God is holy, and we are not. What are we to do? How are we able to draw near to this holy God? 
The gospel reminds us that we cannot do anything. Our only hope is that God will do something on our 
behalf. Fortunately, that is exactly what the gospel promises us in the chorus of this song. Both the 
holiness of God and the worthiness of Christ the Lamb are emphasized. We can draw near to a holy God, 
because we have a Savior who was crucified on our behalf. This is a divine miracle. We can respond with 
nothing other than “All my heart, all my soul / All my life is Yours alone …”  
 

We have a present and future hope. 
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The final verses of this song remind us that we have hope both now and forever. Jesus is interceding for 
us right now. Just think about that. Jesus Christ is praying for you at this very moment (Hebrews 7:25)! 
This is why we can trust that the message we hear from the throne room of God is the ever-constant 
refrain: “You are mine and you are free”!  
 
And if that was not enough, we have the promise that He will return just as He said. Jesus Christ will 
come back again, and on that day, He will set all things right and make all things new. We will be 
transformed in the twinkling of an eye and become like Him when we see Him (1 Corinthians 15:52; 1 
John 3:2-3). Our only response on that day will be to fall to our knees and declare, “Holy, holy, holy is our 
God”! This is the only fitting response to God now, and it will be the only fitting response then. Until that 
day, may we continue to lift our voices and our lives to the only God worthy of a song like this one.  
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