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From the moment that Adam and Eve were expelled from the garden of Eden, all of humankind has 
walked in darkness, separated from God by their sin and mired in their rebellion. But God was faithful to 
His people, even as they walked in darkness. From the flame that passed between Abraham’s 
covenantal sacrifice, to the burning bush before Moses, to the candlelight of the temple, and the flames 
of sacrifices offered to atone for the sins of Israel—throughout the history of Israel, the imagery of light 
bears witness to the presence of God and His care for His children. And then God sent His Son to earth, 
the Light of the World. When we sing “The Wait Is Over,” we remind ourselves of the darkness and the 
light, the waiting and the arrival, the pain of a world without Jesus and the indescribable joy of His arrival. 
 

Anticipation 

“The Christ of whom the prophets told/ The promised one of old” 
 
Anglican priest and poet Malcolm Guite once described Advent as a time to remember that we are “the 
people who walked in darkness [and] have seen a marvelous light.” Since at least 500 AD, Christians 
have celebrated Advent as a time to meditate on the anticipation of Christ’s comings—both His 
incarnation and His coming return. Traditionally, Advent was a somber time of fasting and preparation, 
where churches were dressed in purple and blue, and Christians contemplated the realities of a world 
that needed a Savior. 
 
Though our celebration of Advent may be different, songs like this remind us that before the light, there 
was darkness. They remind us that the joy of arrival is magnified by the anticipation. Like a brilliant 
diamond laid on black velvet, the background of darkness displays the light in all of its color, power, and 
brilliance. The promise of a Savior, from the moment in the garden when God first spoke it, to the words 
of Malachi, the last Old Testament prophet, always contained a glimmer of hope in the shadows. 
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Arrival 

“The wait is over/ Our hope has dawned/ The light of the world has shone upon us” 

In the dead of night, outside of Bethlehem, came an announcement that would pierce those shadows 
and change the world: 

In the same region, shepherds were staying out in the fields and keeping watch at night over 
their flock. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for look, I 
proclaim to you good news of great joy that will be for all the people: Today in the city of 
David a Savior was born for you, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be the sign for you: 
You will find a baby wrapped tightly in cloth and lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:8-12, ESV) 
  

Light broke through darkness, and the glory of God shone down on these shepherds. The long wait was 
over, and the true Light was coming into the world. But what God was doing to save His people was not 
just a plan; it was an act of self-sacrificing love. God Himself would put on human flesh and enter our 
world. He would walk amongst His people and show them who He really is. The forces of darkness 
would align against Him—tempting Him, opposing Him, and ultimately killing Him. But His light would not 
be overcome (John 1:3-5). 
 

He Is Here 

“He has come and he is here/ So let all the longing hear/ The wait is over” 

Throughout the biblical narrative, light and fire are consistent symbols of the presence of God. However, 
they are merely faint echoes of the full light of the glory of God. Similarly, a human being can exhibit all 
manners of virtue and goodness. We can be kind, loving, and peaceful—at times. But we can never be 
those things fully. And this is where we find our final hope: Jesus is the very definition of everything we 
cannot be. In His being and in His character, Jesus is perfect love. He is not hopeful, instead He is hope. 
He is not just kind; He is kindness itself. He is the promised Messiah. 

Jesus has come, and He is here. Our hope has dawned. And our wait is over. The Light of the World has 
come! 
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