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Discussion Questions

1. Have someone read Matthew 26:1-13. The narrative enters into the last week of Jesus’ life and
everyone is plotting to kill Him. Jesus is walking closer and closer to the cross. Talk about the
context of this passage. Look in your Bibles and briefly discuss what events/discussions come
immediately before and after this passage.

2. Read verses 6-9 again. In his book Extravagant Love for Jesus, pastor and theologian Derek
Thomas says, “all everyone could see was the perfume, but all Mary could see was Jesus.” How
did the disciples respond in view of Mary's remarkable act? Why do you think they responded
this way?

3. In this story, we see how the things people value are not always what Jesus values. In our
culture, what are some of the specific things people (even Christians) inevitably value more
than Jesus?

4. This next question is pretty personal. Being honest, what’s your alabaster flask? What is most
precious to you in this season of life?  What’s the thing in your life, that if it were taken away from
you, you would lose all sense of security and safety? What does it look like in your life to truly
believe "Jesus is better than even this?"

5. Mary is depicted in the Gospels as continually at the feet of Jesus. Have someone read Luke
10:38-42. In this passage, Mary is sitting at Jesus’ feet, hanging onto His every Word, learning
from Him and being taught by Him. We see Mary again in John 11 when her brother Lazarus dies,
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she throws herself at Jesus’ feet and weeps. And today as she anointed his feet with perfume.
We see that this is the constant position of Mary. Whether it is in learning or grieving or serving in
worship, Mary is continually found at the feet of Jesus. Many of us have forgotten how to simply
sit at the feet of Jesus. Is this you? If so, what does it look like in your life to prioritize simply
sitting with Jesus, listening to him through his Word, and communing with him through
prayer?

Prayer

Jesus, you are the vine, we are the branches. Apart from you, we can do nothing. Even in this moment,
Holy Spirit, give us the grace to simply sit and contemplate the preciousness of our Jesus. Father, be
glorified in and through us as we sit and set our minds on Christ. Forgive us for being so consumed with
the busyness of life that we have neglected our first love. With our lives, we so often prove how we value
other things more than you. Thank you for your mercy. Help us see that it is no burden to bid by you to
come and sit at your feet each day. It is a kind commandment you give to call us to simply come to you.
Help us, O God, for our joy and your glory.
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