
The Suicide of Judas and the Sovereignty

of God
Sermon Discussion Questions - April 3, 2022

Text

Matthew 27:1–10

Discussion Questions

1. In Matthew 26 Peter denied Jesus three times. In Matthew 27 Judas betrayed Jesus for 30 silver
coins. It can be easy to compare these two acts and declare one worse than the other. But the
greatness of a sin isn’t measured by the act, but by the one sinned against.

a. How can remembering who you are sinning against encourage you to flee from sin?
b. How can remembering who is being sinned against help you respond with grace and

kindness when someone sins against you?
2. Read 2 Corinthians 7:10. In Matthew 26 and 27, both Peter and Judas regretted their sin. Peter

responded with “godly grief,” whereas Judas responded with “worldly grief.” What differentiates
godly grief and worldly grief?

3. Sin always produces regret and remorse because it never delivers what it promises. How do you
see this in Judas’ life? In what ways have you experienced a moment like his?

4. Judas brought his regret and remorse to the chief priests instead of Jesus. In what ways are you
prone to doing the same? What would it look like to truly repent?

5. Matthew 27:9 says everything that happened was prophesied beforehand—Judas’ betrayal,
Jesus’ arrest and unjust trial and crucifixion. None of these acts were afterthoughts or accidents.
All of them accorded with God’s plan, set before the foundation of the world. When you see evil,
encounter suffering, or just can’t understand what is happening, how can you trust in God’s
goodness and control? What step can you take this week to rest more fully on God and His care
for you?
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Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank you for the precious gift of Jesus Christ, who shed His blood on the cross in our
place, so that we might have life. May the Holy Spirit grant us new affection for Jesus so that we flee
from temptation and sin. And when we sin, help us approach Your throne of grace with confidence that
we may find mercy and grace in our time of need. Amen.
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