
Life of David: David Spares Saul
Sermon Discussion Questions - May 29, 2022

Text

1 Samuel 24

Discussion Questions

1. Read 1 Samuel 24:1–4. Saul has been chasing David to take his life. David’s men encourage him
to kill Saul, yet David instead cuts off a corner of his robe. Why do you think David does this
instead of killing Saul? What does this show about David’s faith and where he places his trust?

2. David’s men say that God promised to give Saul into his hand (1 Samuel 24:4). Is that what God
promised? (See 1 Samuel 23:4.) Unless a promise is made to David that isn’t recorded in
Scripture, David’s men are either mis-remembering or intentionally twisting God’s words to make
them say what they want them to say. When have you been guilty of this? How can we keep
ourselves from intentionally or unintentionally twisting God’s words?

3. David refuses to harm or attack God’s appointed and anointed king of Israel, even though Saul
has shown himself to be disobedient to God and violent toward David. (See 1 Samuel 24:5–7.) We
all have been under the authority of government leaders, supervisors, or even homeowner
association leaders that we may not agree with or look up to. Should we follow David’s example
of respecting their authority and position, even if they don’t deserve it? Why or why not? Are
there limits to this? Use Scripture to support your answers when possible.

4. Because David allows Saul to live, he will spend more time in the wilderness. What purpose do
you see in David’s longer sojourn in the wilderness? What is God doing through delaying David’s
ascension to the throne? When have you felt like you were “in the wilderness”? Are you there
now? What was or is God doing during this time? If you can’t perceive how God is at work, how
can you believe that He is anyway?

5. David showed mercy to Saul, even though Saul did not deserve it. How does this reflect how
Jesus acts toward us? How does knowing God forgives you in Christ despite your sinfulness
move you today? How should we treat others who have wronged us?

6. As you read and discuss this passage, what do you sense God is asking you to do? How can you
better love and obey God this week? How can your group members help you follow God in this
way?
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Prayer

God, thank You for the example of David, who trusted You above all else. In Christ, we are fully loved,
forgiven, and accepted. We know that if You are for us, no one can be against us. May we rest in Your
security and love, and forgive others, just as You forgive us. Amen.
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