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Text

Genesis 1:26–28, Genesis 2:7–8, Colossians 3:10–11, Psalm 139:13–16, James 3:7–10

Discussion Questions

1. In what ways are Scripture reading, prayer, and believing all people are made in God’s image
connected with the commandments to love God and love our neighbor?

2. How can the annual rhythms of the year, such as observing Martin Luther King Jr. Day and
Sanctity of Life Sunday, remind us to love God and love our neighbor?

3. Read Genesis 1:26–28.
a. What does God do in this passage?
b. What responsibilities and privileges does God give?
c. What responsibilities and privileges are inherent to being made in the image and likeness

of God?
d. What implications do those things have for how you view God, how you view your

neighbor, and how you view yourself?
e. What about how you treat God, other people, and yourself?

4. In what ways does Jesus’ life (His incarnation) reaffirm the dignity, value, and purpose of humanity
God bestowed upon humanity in the beginning?

5. Take a step of faith. Grow in your conviction of being made in the image of God this year with one
or more of the following resources:

a. Know Austin, Love Austin Audio Tour
b. Sanctity of Life Primer
c. Forgiven and Set Free Post-Abortive Care Group
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https://www.austinstone.org/articles/know-austin-love-austin
https://global-uploads.webflow.com/60f9d3ce1fbe59a8e7d9ed87/626b143d7bbba0387063afca_TAS_SanctityOfLife.pdf
https://www.austinstone.org/groups/forgiven-and-set-free-post-abortive-care-group


Prayer

Lord Jesus, Your life—from the womb to the tomb and beyond the grave—reminds us how much You
value us. We are never pests. Our humanity is never an annoyance. You made us human, and You loved
making us. May we love ourselves the way You do. Open our eyes to see the beauty with which we and
our neighbors are made. Turn that beauty, by Your Spirit, into actions and words that dignify and value
ourselves and our neighbors. We love You, Jesus. Thank You for making us to know You, love You, and
represent You. Amen.
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