
7. What keeps us from getting out of the pigpen? How should 
the Father’s heart towards us impact our own choices when 
we realize we’ve got dirt on our hands? 

8. Do you ever find yourself questioning if God really would not 
only forgive you but come running to you after you’ve blown 
it? What would you say to the person who says they know God 
forgives them, but they can’t forgive themselves? (Hint: Who is 
the ultimate judge?) 

9. What do the following verses teach us in regard to our sin and 
the motivation we should have in addressing it? 

Romans 6:19-23 Psalm 103:12 

Isaiah 1:18  1 John 1:9 

Ephesians 1:7  Colossians 1:13-14 

10. Not everyone celebrated the son’s return. Who do you think 
the older brother represents? How did the older brother see 
himself? How can we protect against a similar mindset?

1. Have you ever had someone who liked you for what it 
benefited them? What was your reaction once you realized 
what was happening? 

Read Luke 15:11-32 

2. What was offensive about the youngest son’s request? How do 
you think the request would have impacted the father? 

3. How did the son go from riches to rags? What about the son’s 
situation would have been humiliating for anyone, particularly a 
Jew? What might be an equivalent today? 

4. What are good things that people squander when it comes to 
life? Sometimes we find ourselves in the valley because of our 
own doing. Have you ever found yourself in a place where you 
are asking “How did I get here”? 

5. What does the son remember as he is in the pigpen? What do 
you think has changed in his mindset about his father? 

6. What strikes you about the father’s response to the son, who he 
was as good as dead to? Was it the son’s words that stirred the 
heart of the father to respond compassionately (vs. 20-21)? What 
does this teach us about the heart of God towards sinners?
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