
The old saying is “when it rains, it pours.” 

I am very fortunate for both my parents to still be living. Living in the same home 
in Houston that was finished two weeks before I was born. That is quite a while 
ago. Doing what I do and knowing what I know, you would think I would have 
helped them move to a wonderful senior living community years ago. I have failed. 
I greatly appreciate and understand how hard it is to convince “mom”. She asked 
my sisters to tell me to stop bringing it up, and whenever I did, her look and tone 
reduced me to a 10-year-old boy. Oh well.

Last month, during the famous Texas cold snap, I received the following text from 
my sister around midnight: “Pipes broken, Mom/Dad home flooded, going to get 
them”. They are both wheelchair dependent with 24-hour caregivers. Do you know 
how hard expensive that is?? No, you really do not, especially during the pandemic. 
At least they had good long-term care 
insurance. Go buy it now.

My sister has a very comfortable 
home, which remained thankfully 
untouched during the freeze, so 
I thought maybe they could just 
stay with her. After a few days, the 
message was a polite, but clear “no.” 
It would be too disruptive, interfering 
with the at-home learning her two 
college students are enduring. 

So the mad search began, and I 
learned a lot from the consumer 
perspective. I found all the web sites 
confusing, but maybe I was expecting 
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too much. No, I did not want to call a sales counselor for more information.

Eventually, I had to make a tough call to my dad. “You may not be returning home.” 
He understood, but my mom?  Here is where I saw that true, uncompromising 
love and commitment. He made it clear that he was going to take her home to her 
“home”. He was not going to fail her. 

I am one of five children. Admittedly, we thought this was an opportune time 
to “orchestrate” a move. Houston has several fine senior living communities, 
including a new one near just opened near my sister, run by a previous Greystone 
executive. I knew care would be good. My siblings and I talked; we were going to 
be bold.

In the end, my dad’s wish prevailed. He was not going to fail my mom. Home 
repairs are underway, even though some say the house is really a tear-down. This 
was also a good lesson in understanding your homeowner’s insurance. There are 
more things not covered than covered. 

I am at peace with the uneconomical decision because I want my dad to be able to 
do this for his wife of more than 65 years. He is still very clear of mind, Mom less 
so. They are fortunate to have good care givers. For me, I know my wife and I will 
be planning ahead and working out in advance where we will go. 

After the freeze, my wife and son went to go visit my wife’s much-older sister. 
Soon after, I received a frantic call from my wife. Her sister, it seems, may not be 
safe living alone. She does not want to move to “one of those COVID places.” To 
ease my wife’s concerns, I told her to bring her sister back to Dallas to live with us. 
She is a retired doctor, the first female to graduate from her medical school, and 
she raised my wife. We owe her, but it will not be easy. She has at least agreed to 
tour some communities nearby where we live, and I have already warned one of 
the CEOs she may be coming.

When it rains, it pours, so be sure you always have a plan in place.

I know my wife and I will be planning ahead and 
working out in advance where we will go.

“
”
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