
 
 
 
 
 

POTATO GNOCCHI WITH TOMATO BUTTER SAUCE / BROWN 
BUTTER 
 
MISE EN PLACE 
 

• Cook your potatoes in a large pot of boiling, salted water until they are fork tender (this 
could be anywhere from 30 to 60 minutes depending on the size of your potatoes). NOTE: 
The potatoes need to be still warm when making the dough so do not boil your potatoes 
any earlier than roughly 40 minus before the class. 

• Allow the potatoes to cool in a colander, covered with a tea towel over the top to help the 
potatoes steam (this helps dry the potatoes out and also makes them easier to peel).  

 
 
 
POTATO GNOCCHI 
Recipe by Kathryn Joel 
 
1kg starchy (floury) potatoes, such as russets 
1 whole egg  
250 g ‘00’ or all purpose flour, or more as needed 
Salt to taste 
Nutmeg to taste (optional) 
To Serve: Tomato Butter Sauce (recipe follows) OR Brown Butter (recipe follows) 
To Serve: Parmesan, grated 
 
● In a pot, cover the potatoes with several inches of water, salt well, and bring up to 

a boil. Simmer the potatoes until they are fully cooked, 30 to 60 minutes 
depending on the size of the potatoes – you should be able to insert a paring 
knife easily. 

● Drain the potatoes in a colander, then cover with a tea towel to steam just until 
cooled enough to handle with food gloves on – it’s important to use warm 
potatoes when making your gnocchi dough, in order to achieve a light and pillowy 
result, so you should mash them while they are still hot. 
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● As soon as you can handle them, peel the potatoes and pass them through a ricer 
or a food mill, or mash them gently by hand with a fork (we don’t recommend 
using a potato masher or an electric mixer). 

● Crack the egg into a bowl and beat lightly with a fork. 
● Add the eggs to the warm potatoes and use your hands to combine (the potatoes 

should have cooled off enough that the eggs don’t cook from the residual heat). 
● Season to taste with salt and nutmeg. 
● Now add half of the flour, using your hands to combine – don’t over mix. 
● Continue to gradually mix in small amounts of flour until the dough is no longer 

sticking to your hands, and can be kneaded together gently to form a soft dough. 
● Knead the dough until it holds together without sticking to the counter or your 

hands. It is important not overwork your dough, as overworking it will make your 
gnocchi heavy and dense. 

● Using a bench scraper, cut off a section of dough and begin to roll it into a long 
cylinder on a heavily floured work surface. 

● Cut the dough with a bench scraper into roughly half inch long pieces. 
● Dust the cut gnocchi in more flour, to ensure that they don’t stick together. 
● Using the back of a fork or on a gnocchi board push the dough downward with 

your thumb (gently) to press ridges into the dough (this step is optional but it will 
help ‘catch’ the sauce once you sauce your gnocchi). 

 
Cooking Your Gnocchi:  
● Bring a large pot of heavily salted water to a rolling boil. 
● Add the gnocchi and cook just until they begin to float (cook in batches as 

necessary, so that they aren’t overcrowd in the pot). 
● Use a ladle or jug to scoop out some of the pasta cooking water, then strain the 

gnocchi gently into a colander, or using a slotted spoon. 
● Meanwhile heat your sauce in a wide pan, and add some of the pasta cooking 

water as you reduce the sauce – the starch in the past water will perfect the 
consistency. 

● Add the gnocchi into the sauce and gently stir to coat. 
● Serve finished with grated parmesan. 
 
 
TOMATO BUTTER SAUCE 
Recipe by KATHRYN JOEL 
 
2 cups tomato passata (puree)  
1 stick of unsalted butter (1/4 lb) 
Salt and pepper (to taste) 
 
• Combine tomato passata with 1 stick of butter in a large pan. Cook over medium 

heat until butter melts into the tomato, stirring occasionally to combine.  
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• Continue simmering for a few minutes to thicken and meld the flavors. Season to 
taste with salt and pepper.	 
 

 
 
BROWN BUTTER WITH SAGE 
  
1/2 lb unsalted butter, cut into large cubes 
handful sage leaves, use smaller leaves if possible 
handful pine nuts 
generous squeeze lemon juice, to taste 
salt to taste 
	 
● Place the butter in a pan, then melt over a medium high heat. 
● Season to taste with salt and continue to cook, turning the heat down to medium 

low once it is simmering,  
● Shake the pan from time to time, and stir occasionally to make sure that the milk 

solids don’t stick to the bottom and burn. Continue cooking until the butter is a 
nice golden colour, about 10 to 15 minutes. 

● Now add the sage leaves then the lemon juice – the butter will spit and brown 
very quickly once you add the lemon juice. Remove from the heat once your butter 
is a nice nut-brown colour (beurre noisette). 

● Adjust the seasoning to taste. 
 
 
 
EQUIPMENT 
Large pot for potatoes 
Potato ricer, a food mill or a fork 
A bench scraper  
A paring knife  
A gnocchi board, or use a dinner fork 
Measuring cups and spoons 
Whisk 
Large pan for tomato butter sauce OR sauté pan for brown butter 


