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“Preparing Yourself & Your Church to Give Bible Studies” Outline 
  

Why Do We Do What We Do? 

1. We are commissioned – Matthew 28:18 – 20 

2. Bring the grand finale – Matthew 24:14 

3. Divine appointment for every believer – 4 T 53 

4. Foster unity in the church: the unity without rigid formality 

5. Personal Testimony: Grow in faith and come closer to Jesus. 

Making Disciples 
“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ’All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on 
earth.  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I 
am with you always, even to the end of the age.’ Amen.” Matthew 28:18 – 20, NKJV 
 

Brighten the Path: Two Ways 

 
Towards a Realistic Goal 



 
“Every day brings its heart-sickening record of violence and lawlessness, of indifference to human suffering, 
of brutal, fiendish destruction of human life. Every day testifies to the increase of insanity, murder, and 
suicide. Who can doubt that satanic agencies are at work among men with increasing activity to distract 
and corrupt the mind, and defile and destroy the body? 
And while the world is filled with these evils, the gospel is too often presented in so indifferent a manner as 
to make but little impression upon the consciences or the lives of men. Everywhere there are hearts crying 
out for something which they have not. They long for a power that will give them mastery over sin, a power 
that will deliver them from the bondage of evil, a power that will give health and life and peace. Many who 
once knew the power of God's word have dwelt where there is no recognition of God, and they long for the 
divine presence. 
The world needs today what it needed nineteen hundred years ago—a revelation of Christ. A great work of 
reform is demanded, and it is only through the grace of Christ that the work of restoration, physical, 
mental, and spiritual, can be accomplished. 
Christ's method alone will give true success in reaching the people. The Saviour mingled with men as one 
who desired their good. He showed His sympathy for them, ministered to their needs, and won their 
confidence. Then He bade them, ‘Follow Me’.” Ministry of Healing p. 142-143 

 

Connect 
• Pray together 
• Small Groups 
• Friendship with other church members 
• Church socials 
• Spiritual guardian/ accountability partner 
• Invite others for meals and for socialization 
• Stay in touch through calls, cards, notes, messages, etc. 

Grow 
• Bible readings and study 
• Feed, clothe, assist needy 
• Personal prayer 
• Take time to enjoy nature 
• Journaling 
• Letter-boxing (literature) 

Worship 
• Attend/participate worship Regularly 
• Faithfulness with tithe, offering, & finances 
• Enjoying/caring for the natural world 
• Personal prayer, praise, and meditation  
• Care for personal health and hygiene 
• Family worship and corporate prayer life 

Serve 
• Serving in the church role/ministries 
• Connect/leading Small Groups 
• Involvement in Sabbath School 
• Caring for the elderly, sick, and the needy 
• Serving in the home/community setting 

 



Share 
When there is intentionality in providing ways to connect, grow, worship, and serve, we encounter the 
grace of God, we encounter the illumination of the gospel, and we encounter the beauty and the power of 
the truth 
 
“To save souls should be the life work of everyone who professes Christ. We are debtors to the world for the 
grace given us of God, for the light which has shone upon us, and for the discovered beauty and power of 
the truth.” Testimonies for the Church, vol. 4, p. 53  
 
“When the church is intentionally working towards ways of connecting, growing, worshipping, and serving, 
the church becomes impregnant and ready to give birth to new spiritual babies because of her personal 
experience of encountering with God.   Evangelism is the personal encounter with God and intentionally 
aspiring to share that encounter with others.  This is the work entrusted to mankind to be engaged in 
partnership with the divine.  Without the Holy Spirit we can attract people to our church (only to be dry 
bones), but with the Holy Spirit we attract people to Jesus, so the dry bones can come alive.” 

 
Homework 

1. Get Set, Go! 

We the Seventh-day Adventists, has our roots in the Millerite movement of the 1830s to the 1840s.  
Our church officially organized in 1863. Over the ensuing decades the church expanded from its 
original base in New England to become an international organization, with almost 22 million members 
world-wide. Significant developments such the reviews initiated by evangelicals Donald Barnhouse and 
Walter Martin; in the 20th century the Advent Movement was recognized as an evangelical Christian 
denomination. 

2. Refocus your church organization 

It is sad to note that the church governance, at times, almost unconsciously hide Jesus under rules and 

regulations that have nothing to do with the salvation of mankind. 

3. Adhere to the Adventist Practices of Life and Faith 

“Since the fall in Eden, the race has been degenerating. Deformity, imbecility, disease, and human 

suffering have been pressing heavier and heavier upon each successive generation, and yet the masses 

are asleep as to the real causes. They do not consider that they themselves are guilty, in a great 



measure, for this deplorable state of things. They generally charge their sufferings upon Providence, 

and regard God as the author of their woes. But it is intemperance, to a greater or less degree, . . . One 

well-ordered, well-disciplined family tells more in behalf of Christianity than all the sermons that can be 

preached.” Review and Herald, June 6, 1899 

 “For the past 20 years writing for National Geography, I have identified and 

studied the world’s longest –lived areas, which I call blue zones.  These places—

Okinawa, Japan; Sardinia; Italy; Ikaria, Greece; Nicoya, Costa Rica; and the 

Seventh-day Adventist communities in Loma Linda—have the most centenarians 

and the highest middle-age life expectancy.  Why? Residents live purposeful lives 

in walkable setting that keep people naturally active and socially connected.  And 

their diet that’s largely plant-based whole foods.” Dan Buettner, National 

Geography, Jan. 1, 2023, p. 17 

 

4. Team up with your Pastors, Elders, and church leaders 

“Self-denying efforts will be put forth to save the lost, and many who have strayed from the fold will 

come back to follow the great Shepherd. The people of God will draw together and present to the enemy 

a united front. In view of the common peril, strife for supremacy will cease; there will be no disputing as 

to who shall be accounted greatest. ‘No one of the true believers will say: I am of Paul; and I of 

Apollos; and I of Cephas.’  

“The testimony of one and all will be: ‘I cleave unto Christ; I rejoice in Him as my personal Saviour.’ ...  

The love of Christ, the love of our brethren, will testify to the world that we have been with Jesus and 

learned of Him. Then will the message of the third angel swell to a loud cry, and the whole earth will be 

lightened with the glory of the Lord” Testimonies for the Church, vol. 6, pp 400 – 401 

5. Intercede for the community (Church/Wider) 

“We have come to serious times. Events in our world call upon every follower of Christ to be totally in 

earnest in our relationship with God. To strengthen this relationship and satisfy our emotional and 

spiritual needs, we must learn the power of prayer. We must plead with the Lord, like the disciples of 

old, saying, “Lord, teach us to pray.” 

That God is willing and ready to hear and to respond to our heartfelt prayers under all circumstances is 

profoundly reassuring. He is a loving Father who is interested both when things are going well and 

when the vicissitudes of life deal us devastating, tough, and terrible blows. When we feel like crying out, 

“God, where are You?” It is good to know that He is just a prayer away” Prayer, p. 3 

6. Orchestrate a ministry development plan (MDP) 

 



7. Navigate with the Holy Spirit.  

“The Saviour knew that no argument, however logical, would melt hard hearts or break through the 

crust of worldliness and selfishness. He knew that His disciples must receive the heavenly endowment 

(the Holy Spirit); that the gospel would be effective only as it was proclaimed by hearts made warm and 

lips made eloquent by a living knowledge of Him who is the way, the truth, and the life.” Acts of the 

Apostles, p. 31 

“We are not, as Christians, doing one-twentieth part that we might do in winning souls to Christ. There 

is a world to be warned, and every sincere Christian will be a guide and an example to others in 

faithfulness, in cross-bearing, in prompt and vigorous action, in unswerving fidelity to the cause of 

truth, and sacrifices and labors to promote the cause of God.” The Review and Herald, August 23, 

1881 


