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EDUCATION MINISTRY: MIRACLES ARE HAPPENING!



Message From The President
By Ted Huskins

In my first district after seminary, I 
pastored two small churches. One 
had 17 attending members the first 
Sabbath that I went. They hadn’t 
had a baptism in a decade. We 
started focusing on community, 
praying fervently, and cultivating an 
evangelistic attitude. By God’s grace 
we started growing. Within a few 
years we had started Pathfinders 
and Adventurers. We had Sabbath 
school classes for every division, 
and we had expanded to two adult 
classes. Church was full! We built a 
new church, and we included a wing 
for a church school. Even before the 
building was completed, we started 
a school with 12 students in rented 
facilities. 

My office was just down the hall 
from the school facilities. One of 
the little boys who started school 
that year struggled with rules and 
boundaries. He was frequently 
getting into trouble and the teacher 
asked if she could send him down 
to my office to talk to me. I was 
happy to help her and enjoyed 

mentoring him. I would listen to 
him, talk to him, and encourage 
him. He was a normal, curious, 
active little boy.  I told him that 
obedience was a choice that he 
could make. He finally agreed that 
he would really try to obey and be 
respectful of his teacher. There was 
a noticeable improvement. One day 
the teacher sent him into my office, 
he had disobeyed again, and this 
time it was as if there had been a 
huge reversal. All caution thrown 
to the wind, he was being quite 
disrespectful and uncooperative. 

I said, “Jimmy, why have you 
decided to be disobedient?” He 
said, “Pastor Ted, well I blew it 
and so once I’ve blown it, why 
bother? I might as well do what I 
want because I already messed up 
this day.” 

I realized that he was 
compartmentalizing life into days. 
Since he disobeyed early in the 
morning, why bother obeying for the 
rest of the day?

I finally was able to share with 
him that each moment was a new 
moment. Just because he had made 
a bad choice early in the morning it 
didn’t mean that he couldn’t try to 
be obedient for the rest of the day. 
Each moment is a new moment. 
Each day, each hour, each minute 
God gives us an opportunity to 
make a new choice.

Increasingly our world is 
characterized by ideological 
polarization and animosity. The 
Covid Pandemic has only served to 
magnify what was already a reality. 
Many people in our world have 
made bad choices relative to how 
they treat others. Maybe you’ve 
made bad choices and you are 
experiencing a loss of friendship or 
community as a result. How should 
you rectify those mistakes? How will 
you deal with the ongoing animosity 
and polarization?  How will you deal 

with it in your community, in your 
church and in your family? Will you 
demand your rights? Will you insist 
that others hear your truth? 

Ephesians chapter four says, 
“Therefore I, the prisoner of the 
Lord, urge you to walk in a manner 
worthy of the calling with which you 
have been called, with all humility 
and gentleness, with patience, 
bearing with one another in love.” 

Paul was willing to give up all his 
rights for the sake of the gospel. Are 
we willing to do the same?

Don’t let the mistakes of yesterday, 
or even this morning determine 
your choice in this moment in time. 
Each moment is a new moment 
to embrace humility, love, and 
patience. If we wait until the 
pandemic is over, we may never 
have the chance to get it right. Love 
God. Love others. It is still the great 
commandment and should be our 
single focus as a body of believers.  
I am praying for each of us that we 
can get this one right. In the end it 
is the most meaningful thing we can 
contribute to our world. 

Jesus said, “All men will know that 
you are my disciples by the way you 
love each other.”

EACH MOMENT IS     
A NEW MOMENT
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article continued on pg. 13

According to eAdventist, 76% of 
congregations in the Northern New 
England Conference were declining 
in 2020. It was pretty much the 
same for the preceding years. 
This is the reality in which we find 
ourselves today. For years now, our 
conference is either leading the 
division in church decline or has 
been one of the worst. 

Good leadership does not ignore 
reality but identifies it. So, there 
it is! How does that number seem 
to you—76%? In my view, it is 
unacceptable! Some may tell you 
that there is not much that can 
be done about it. But I am here 
to tell you they are wrong (I have 
experienced Him turning churches 
around, especially through 
intentional praying). One primary 
reason why I moved to Northern 
New England is because I believe 
God has a better future for the 
congregations in NNEC. I want to 
be a part of what He’s about to do.

Some are resigned to accept a 
reality that we are just a few years 
behind secular Europe, especially 
among indigenous people. But 
while God expects us to engage 
with people of every background, 
I believe He wants us to reach out 

to American-born people – locals 
– like never before. Though the 
methods may vary, it’s love and 
genuine friendship that gives us the 
right to speak into people’s lives. 
The territory of this conference 
– Vermont, New Hampshire, and 
Maine – is the very birthplace of 
the Seventh-day Adventist Church. 
Might God be calling us to be the 
re-birthplace of His final movement 
as well?! 

Wishful thinking, you say? S. 
Joseph Kidder (author of The Big 
Four) found among Adventist 
churches in the North American 
Division—no matter what part of 
the country they were located—
that the most important ingredient 
for churches to grow was a 
combination of faith and optimism. 
Put together, it is faith-based 
optimism. It doesn’t matter how 
secular, anti-religious or religious 
an area is—what matters is how 
you act upon your belief in God. 
Churches found that if they 
expected God to do great things, 
He did, and lives were changed! 
And you guessed it, for those that 
didn’t expect God to do great 
things, He didn’t seem to be as 
active there. 

Of course, people are more secular 
in this territory, so it may take them 
a little longer to embrace faith. 
However, the nonreligious have 
less false religious ideas to unlearn 
than religious people do. How 
many secular people do you know 
that can resist a loving God who 
shows up in their lives in a very 
real way while being surrounded by 
His very loving and nonjudgmental 

people? Some still do not want to 
be held accountable to anyone, 
much less God; however, God wants 
to assist us personally so that our 
churches are communities where He 
is regularly changing lives. 

Therefore, we need to cooperate 
with the Holy Spirit and have a 
drastic mindset change. Are you 
up to the task? The eternal fate of 
many is at stake. Shall we allow 
Jesus’ sacrifice to be in vain for 
them—the people God has asked 
us to love into His body? 

I want to ask a favor of you now, 
read this quote: 

“Union is strength; division is 
weakness. When those who believe 
present truth are united, they 
exert a telling influence. Satan well 
understands this. Never was he 
more determined than now to make 
of none effect the truth of God by 
causing bitterness and dissension 
among the Lord’s people.” (White, 
Ellen G., Testimonies, V. 5, p. 236).

How much more is this true now? 
Do not give in to allowing the devil 
to succeed in dividing you on the 
variety of views on Covid, cultural 
divisions, etc., but let’s be united 
for the lost people around us. 
Perhaps you’ve heard this? “If you 
are too busy rowing, you will not 
find time to rock the boat.”

Church revitalization is not rocket 
science, but alignment is needed. 
Both the pastor and the church 
have to be willing to enter into it 

RESTORING VIBRANCY IN THE 
BIRTHPLACE OF THE SEVENTH-DAY 

ADVENTIST CHURCH 

Message from the Executive Secretary
By Brad Cauley
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GOD BLESSES THE FAITHFUL
By Daniel Battin

Treasury Update

The Northern New England 
Conference has experienced 
record-breaking increases in tithe in 
the year 2021.  In January, our tithe 
was up 28%, also helped by tithe 
paid on the stimulus funds people 
received in early January.  As the 
year has progressed, we have 
maintained a healthy tithe increase, 
though the gain has moved closer 
to statistically normal levels and 
through August of this year our tithe 
increase was 17.8%.  We have of late 
been tracking 4-5% better in tithe 
increase than the North American 
Division as a whole, which had a 

13.4% tithe increase through August.  
All of these numbers are tinged 
by the reality that our economy is 
experiencing more inflation than we 
have seen in 30 years, so with this 
increased tithe we will doubtlessly 
see expenses increasing 
significantly including labor, food, 
building materials, insurance, 
healthcare, and maintenance.

Our working capital is currently at 
118% of the new General Conference 
Recommended working capital 
formula where 100% is equal to 
six months of core expenses.  

Our working capital has built up 
significantly over the last several 
years, going from 51% in 2018 to 
60% in 2019 to 69% in 2020 to 118% 
in 2021.  The significant increase in 
2021 is the result of several factors.  
One is that we received $973,000 of 
PPP loan forgiveness in December 
2020.  At the same time, our travel 
expenses have been significantly 
below budget during the 
Coronavirus pandemic.  Also, we no 
longer send an annual appropriation 
of $230,000 to Atlantic Union 
College.  Finally, some budgeted 
positions were empty for significant 
periods of time, and at the same 
time our employee healthcare 
expenses have been below budget 
(and, praise God, significantly less 
than the North American Division 
employee average).

We have been the beneficiary of 
new worthy student endowment 
funds last year.  The Allen Knight 
worthy student endowment for 
Pine Tree Academy received a 
$73,000 addition, bringing the 
principal balance to $636,000.  
This endowment provides worthy 
student funds of around $28,000 
per year to Pine Tree Academy 
students.  We also recently 
established the “Our Kids Pre-K-12 
Worthy Student Endowment” which 
provides around $12,000 of annual 
worthy student funds to elementary 
or secondary students across the 
Northern New England Conference 
schools.  Finally, we established the 
“Our Kids University Worthy Student 
Endowment” which provides 
$2,000 of annual worthy student 
funds for college students from our 
conference territory.  

As you can see from this table, God 
has blessed us with a quantity of 

God Blesses the Faithful 

By Daniel Battin 
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We have been the beneficiary of new worthy student endowment funds last year.  The Allen 
Knight worthy student endowment for Pine Tree Academy received a $73,000 addition, bringing 
the principal balance to $636,000.  This endowment provides worthy student funds of around 
$28,000 per year to Pine Tree Academy students.  We also recently established the “Our Kids 
Pre-K-12 Worthy Student Endowment” which provides around $12,000 of annual worthy student 
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Endowment 
Name 

Purpose Principal 
Balance 

Annual Worthy 
Student Approp. 

Conrad Pine Tree Academy Worthy 
Students 

50,000 2,000 

Knight Pine Tree Academy Worthy 
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636,000 28,000 
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Our Kids K-12 NNEC Elementary/Secondary 

Students 
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Trust Services & Planned Giving

By Jennifer Hernandez

In the church where I am now 
pastoring – Freeport, Maine – we 
have a resident poet.  He has written 
a poem that goes quite well with 
transitions, adaptation, and positive 
change, and I include his poem below 
because the Planned Giving and 
Trust Services Department (PGTS) 
at NNEC is about to undergo a very 
significant change indeed.  I am 
excited to see how Glenn Holland, 
now Associate Director, but soon 
to be director, is steadily taking the 
reins, loving his learning journey and 
already doing everything he can to 
serve our members to the best of his 
ability.  I praise God that we have a 
spirit-filled individual getting ready to 
lead PGTS with passion and integrity.  
May God bless you Glenn, as you seek 
to do His will in all things and to bless 
His people!

Particular Persons Inspired and Inspiring
Gary A. Fellows

At times it's time to make a change.
At times it's time to rearrange.
At times it's time for something new.
The old was good, and yet it's true
At times it's time for newer faces.
At times when something new replaces
That which otherwise was good
Something even better could
Result from newness introduced.
Often newness has produced 
Something better than we had.
For newer, better things be glad.
Wisdom’s energetic zeal
Always has a strong appeal.
It's good to hear from diverse voices
And see good change with braver choices.
It's good when God's vast energy
Is sensed and seen and found to be
The source of changes for the better.
Success is more than law and letter.
Success is action energized
By God's own Spirit when it's prized
By those who listen, learn and dare
To stand up tall, to tell, to share
In simple terms that young and old
Can understand, to make them bold
For what is good and right and true,
Inspiring me, inspiring you.
Enthusiastic, joyous ways
Of interaction causes praise
To God who gives abundantly
To all who truly wish to see
What He can do when we allow
His Spirit access here and now,
To follow anywhere He leads,
Fulfilling all our deepest needs.
Such words describe some persons you
And I may know, and if we do
Let's join them in their strong pursuit
Of God's good ways that godly fruit -
The fruit of His own Spirit - may
In all our lives, in what we say,
In all we do, in how we live,
In how we take and how we give,
Be seen and shared without delay
At every chance in every way.
© 2021
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By Trevor Schlisner

I finally get it. I have experienced John 
21:25. It says, “And there are also 
many other things which Jesus did, the 
which, if they should be written every 
one, I suppose that even the world 
itself could not contain the books that 
should be written. Amen.” And so it 
is also with Camp Lawroweld.  If they 
were all written down, this Connection 
magazine couldn’t hold the countless 
blessings and miracles that have 
happened at our beloved Camp 
Lawroweld this year. 

Most recently, Maranatha came 
for a third time within the last year 
to continue a long list of needed 
improvements. What an amazing 
group of volunteers! Nearly 70 
volunteers from Hawaii, Alaska, the 
west coast and around the country 
came to give of their time and energy 
to work on a multitude of projects. 
The primary project was a complete 
remodel of the medical building. It 
now has new pine walls and ceilings, 
a wood floor, remodeled bathrooms, 
and all new plumbing, lighting and 
electric.  The volunteers also tackled 
a huge firewood project. We estimate 

A SUMMER OF 
BLESSINGS

that the camp has nearly 30 cords of 
firewood cut, split, and stacked. The 
stone work on the lodge steps was 
completed, as well as the staining of 
many buildings.   A new boat house 
porch and steps and in place and 
clean-up of the barn area as well as 
countless other projects were worked 
on. The volunteers were pleased to 
hear a report about the successful and 
spiritually rich summer camp program 
that was offered, knowing that there 
was much fruit to their labor. 

It is very important to note that your 
support, the wonderful members 
of this conference, has led to a 
summer camp season of blessings. 
I am overwhelmed by the financial 
gifts, prayers, and encouraging 
communication. Not one child was 
turned away this summer because 
of your generosity and I’m confident 
that they never will be, because God 
provides. I am also happy to report that 
our camp attendance was the highest 
it’s been in at least six years. Campers 
from all around the country came 
to experience a wholistic summer 
program that focused on becoming a 
“Whosoever”. The theme was based 
on John 3:16 and there was a call each 
day to become a “Whosoever”. The 
success of which can be contributed to 
many factors, but there are few things 
that stand out in my eyes.

The first of these factors is our 
exceptional staff. These young people 
more than fulfilled the commitment 
they made when coming on as a staff 
member. I asked that they let God 
lead their summer, that they work 
hard, be flexible, and have a great 
attitude. While it wasn’t all peaches 
and cream, they far surpassed my 
goals for the summer. I wish you could 
have seen our staff doing an early 
morning devotion with a camper that 
doesn’t know Christ, or listen to them 
read a bed-time Bible story each 
night. Encouraging words, gentle 
correction, and spending quality time 
with the campers was the norm and 
you could see a sense of calm and 
peace amongst the campers by the 
end of the week. I am so thankful for 

a staff that believe in the mission of 
recreating the image of God in our 
young people. I want to say a special 
thank-you to the older staff, who had 
just graduated college or needed to 
do an internship for their future career. 
They put “real life” on hold for the 
cause of Christ and I am so grateful for 
that decision. 

The next factor is volunteers.  This 
includes our camp pastors, camp 
nurses, and last but not least, our 
administrative volunteer team. This 
administrative team gave up their 
whole summer to minister to the 
campers for the cause of Christ. What 
an inspiration and incredible work that 
was done! The best decision I made 
was surrounding myself with people 
who love the Lord, love young people, 
and love Camp Lawroweld. 

A story that sums up our experience 
this summer occurred Friday evening 
of teen camp. The staff had put 
together a beautiful passion play on 
the creation, fall, and redemption of 
humanity. It was to culminate in an 
agape meal in the lodge. Just after 
the play, I spoke from the lodge steps 
and I was convicted to speak about 
God being the great promise-keeper. 
The promises of God never fail and I 
was finishing on His promise to come 
again and then it happened. A rainbow 
formed across the sky and there had 
been no rain. I pointed to it and said, 
“There it is, the Father’s promise to you 
all, in the sky.” I had goosebumps, the 
campers were a bit speechless, but 
God wasn’t done yet! A second one 
formed and then a faint third! What a 
way to end a great week of camp, with 
His promise in the sky. 

Our Savior promises to never leave 
us nor forsake us. He was with us 
every step of the way this summer. 
I thank God for you, the friends of 
Lawroweld and know that your prayers 
and support left us with an overflow 
of blessings this summer at Camp 
Lawroweld. We have some exciting 
things planned for 2022 that we will be 
announcing shortly and I can’t wait to 
see what God has in store for us!

Youth Ministry Article 
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NNEC School Enrollment 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022 

Caledonia Christian 5 4 9 

Capital Christian 11 12 13 

Estabrook 9 10 11 

Forestdale 25 24 23 

North Star 9 10 12 

Pine Tree Academy 120 133 155 

Pioneer Jr. Academy 6 5 10 

Riverview Memorial 11 10 12 

Webb River* 9 9 5 

Conference Total 209 218 250 

*Webb River declined because of the 
new childhood immunization law. 

 

 

article continued on pg. 14
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OUR SCHOOLS: NOT JUST ENDURING, BUT THRIVING
By Sonia Edwards

The mission for our schools is to 
connect our students to Christ, 
prepare them for eternity and 
equip them to be laborers for God. 
Whenever there is determination to 
fulfill a mission for God, the enemy is 
angered and will pull out all tactics 
to cause failure. As a Seventh-day 
Adventist organization, we have faced 
many challenges as the devil raised 
his banner against God’s people, but 
through the faithfulness of his workers 
and God’s interventions, the mission 
has continued.

In March of 2020, when COVID 
struck, we faced another enemy 
and with it, new challenges.  Our 
teachers literally had one weekend to 
move from classroom instruction to 
remote learning as it was announced 
unexpectedly that they had to leave 
their classrooms. They didn’t have 
much time to train or prepare, but as 
a testimony to the kind of staff that 
we have, they rolled up their sleeves 
and got the job done. Many parents 
who had their children enrolled in our 
schools, as well as in public schools 
or other private schools were amazed 
over the quality of education NNEC 
students were receiving remotely. 
Through the use of technology and 
all the tools that it offers, our staff 
were able to continue our program 
without compromising it. The teachers 
found many creative ways to keep 
the kids engaged with each other 
and connected to them, while also 
providing the quality program that our 
students were used to. As a special 

bonus during the early days of the 
pandemic, Ted Huskins and Trevor 
Schlisner met with NNEC students 
via Zoom on what they called the T&T 
Show. Ted and Trevor shared stories 
for worship, singing, experiments, and 
other fun activities each morning as a 
fun way to begin their school day. 

It was hoped that by the next fall, 
school would begin with Covid 
behind us, but to our disappointment 
we would have to face another year 
battling this pandemic. All schools 
were required to come up with a 
reopening plan using CDC and 
conference guidelines, including 
masking, regular cleaning and 
disinfecting, physical distancing, 
and screening of students each day. 
Classrooms were rearranged to allow 
for physical distancing, schedules 
were readjusted to allow for extra 
cleaning, and barriers were installed 
between many desks. Even though 
we all knew that the coming year 
would prove challenging, everyone 
was determined to do the extra work 
so that our kids could be back in the 
classroom. 

Finally, school reopened with great 
anticipation, excitement, and yet 
a bit of uneasiness as a new year 
was started. To our amazement, our 
enrollment increased in most of our 
schools and students as well as staff 
enjoyed the new friends that joined 
us. It was definitely an unusual scene 
as I entered schools in the fall to 
see the masks, physical barriers and 
students nodding to me as I passed 
them in the halls. When I asked some 

of the academy 
students how they 
felt about wearing 
masks all day, 
most said that 
they hated it but it 
was worth doing 
so that they could 
be in school.  
Everyone agreed 
that we needed 
to get the kids 
outside as much 
as possible to get 

them out of their masks. Classes were 
conducted outside, outdoor activities 
were scheduled, and even tents 
were set up so that the kids could be 
outside if it rained. 

Thankfully, because of the determined 
efforts of our staff, NNEC students 
were able to stay in school for the 
2020-2021 school year. Some schools 
did remote learning for the week after 
Thanksgiving and Christmas break 
to reduce the risk of students or staff 
bringing Covid into the classroom 
after traveling and visiting with 
families. 

 We had to unfortunately cancel 
Outdoor School and Music Clinic, 
but we did have our first virtual Art 
Clinic, the theme being “Quarantined.” 
We invited homeschoolers to join us 
and as a result, we had originally 170 
students register for it. When the clinic 
started, we ended up with just under 
100 students. The classes offered 
virtually were Acrylics, taught by 
Giselle Hernandez Gomez—teaching 
all the way from Spain;  Sculpture, 
taught by Trudy Wright;  Creative 
Comic Writing, taught by Kate 
Clauson; colored pencils, taught by 
Donna Niwinski;  Culinary Arts, taught 
by Brenda Johnson;  Drawing on the 
Right Side of the Brain, taught by 
Sonia Edwards;  and Arts and Crafts 
for grades 1-4, taught by Linda Dayen 
and Karina Pimentel, We offered 
acrylics, drawing, cartooning, culinary 
arts, and for the first time, arts and 
crafts for grades K-4.  

Each instructor sent a list of supplies 
that students would need in order to 
be prepared for the class and met with 
them via Zoom. In many classrooms, 
the Zoom meeting was projected on a 
big screen so that the students could 
see better, while in other classrooms 
students had their own computer on 
which to watch the instructor. The 
classroom teachers were there to 
assist in person. As a culmination 
of Art Clinic on Sabbath, we had a 
special church service conducted 



Three Miracles At Estabrook Christian School    
 By Ellen Busl

Miracle One: Imagine a mother’s 
surprise upon hearing this request 
spring from Liam, an earnest 11 year-
old-son, early one summer morning, 
“Mom, I would like to know more 
about God! Do we have a Bible? I 
want to read it!” This conversation 
indeed happened in the Lovell 
home, setting off an amazing chain 
of events.  Julie Lovell shared the 
remarkable question with her mother 
and together they agreed that the 
best step forward was to contact 
the retired Christian educator from 
Estabrook who taught the older 
children in the family many years 
prior. A plan was soon underway 
and weekly Bible studies began 
with much enthusiasm and many 
questions. As fall drew nearer, 
the thought of Liam enrolling in 
Estabrook was earnestly supported 
in prayer by those who knew him and 
of his desire. 

As the idea was explored, even the 
usual obstacles of transportation and 

tuition were providentially met with 
the ease of God’s perfect timing. It so 
happened that another family in the 
same town dearly wanted their child 
to remain at the local church school 
and offered generous financial help 
in exchange for transportation.  This 
was a win for both families! Liam, 
now enrolled in the sixth grade at 
Estabrook, continues his weekly 
Bible studies and is seeking baptism.  

Miracle Two: The Mountain Cubs 
Adventurer Club formed a year ago 
with six children as a joint effort of 
the Plainfield, New Hampshire and 
the Rutland, Vermont churches. This 
evangelistic -based family ministry 
provides a rich opportunity to grow 
friendships with families of young 
children. Two of our Adventurer 
families became interested in the 
Estabrook school program.  One 
has enrolled their son as a fulltime 
student in the second grade this 
year.  Another Adventurer family 
has enrolled their two sons in the 

Estabrook, Friends in Learning home 
school support program.  

Miracle Three: One of the newly 
enrolled students at Estabrook has 
family connections in Haiti.  When 
the recent earthquake hit the island, 
many families  there sought safety 
and shelter abroad.  One such family 
reached out to friends who live in 
the Upper Valley and whose son 
was already enrolled in Estabrook. 
Arrangements  were quickly made 
for their six year old child, who is 
an American citizen, to live locally 
and  to enroll in our church school--- 
fulfilling this family’s earnest prayer 
for an Adventist education for 
their child.   

These blessings have expanded 
Estabrook’s enrollment, multiplied 
our happiness,  and enlarged our 
understanding that indeed,   “All 
things are possible to him  who 
believes.” Mark 9:23

Estabrook School in Plainfield, New Hampshire
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Miracle At Caledonia Christian School    
 By Heidi Kneller

First, a little background:  Up 
through sixth grade, I only 
attended PTA. In fifth grade I 
asked to be baptized and Elder 
Whitney baptized me with five 
other students from our Brunswick 
Pathfinder group. Maybe I was too 
young to completely understand 
all our doctrines, but my baptism 
connected me to my church. I loved 
Jesus with all my heart, believed 
He forgives, and believed that He 
is coming again to take me home to 
live with Him. My school, teachers, 
church, and extended family had 
created a strong bond. 

When I was in sixth grade I left 
PTA to live with my mother in 
Pennsylvania. My mother no 
longer wanted to be an Adventist 
and wasn’t interested in enrolling 
my brothers and I in Adventist 
schools. My dad strongly believed 
that we needed to attend the 
Adventist church school closest to 
our mother’s home. They agreed 
to enroll me there, and mom did 
enroll us for the remainder of my 
sixth grade year. Thankfully, my 
dad also talked with the local 
pastor, Derek Morris. Pastor Morris 
offered to arrange babysitting and 
transportation to keep us in the 
school. Sadly, the following fall, 
my brother and I began school in 
the public school system. I thought 
that was the end of my Adventist 
education. I graduated from high 
school and completed two years of 
college before realizing that I could 
return to an Adventist education. 

One of my first classes at Southern 
Adventist University was Life 
and Teachings of Jesus. I didn’t 
recognize the name of the professor 
as I signed up for the class. But on 
my first day as he went through the 
roll call, Dr. Derek Morris paused 
on my name and looked around 
the room. When he saw my hand, 

he asked me to stay behind after 
class. I couldn’t imagine what this 
stranger needed, but I stayed 
behind. He introduced himself, 
asked me questions about the last 
eight years, and excitedly told me 
that he had been praying I would 
return to school for an Adventist 
education. Then he knelt down 
and JOYFULLY praised the Lord in 
prayer for my return. Eight years! 
I’m not sure I would have continued 
to pray for such a long time for 
a particular student to return to 
our Adventist education system. 
Little did he realize that though 
God’s answer seemed to be ‘no’ 
for a few years, that this girl would 
spend many years teaching in our 
Adventist elementary schools, and 
would witness further miracles, 
including a recent one at our St. 
Johnsbury, Vermont, Caledonia 
Christian School.

On March 13, 2020 I asked my six 
students at Caledonia Christian 
School to pack all their supplies 
and textbooks and take them 
home for some distance learning. 
We didn’t call it that; we just knew 
that the state was considering 
shutting the school doors for a 
few weeks to prevent the spread 
of COVID. We were still learning 
to use the new chromebooks that 
we had purchased with a grant. 
Those laptops quickly became 
indispensable. By April, I was down 
to one student. The other five came 
from a large family with ten children. 
Their mother had been driving her 
car and crashed. For several weeks 
she was in a coma. When she woke, 
she was quadriplegic. The family 
moved to Maine. They were gone. 

Our school board met and decided 
to close Caledonia Christian School 
at the end of the 2019-2020 year. 
A church business meeting was 
scheduled to accept the school 

board’s recommendation. But 
instead of affirming the decision, 
that meeting upended it. One 
church member asked, “Is it God’s 
will that we stop teaching children 
in St. Johnsbury about Jesus?” 
Though our meeting was on a group 
phone call, the silence became 
uncomfortable. Then it seemed that 
everyone was talking at once. Many 
people offered to form an Ad Hoc 
committee. They purposed to raise 
funds, first to keep the doors open, 
and then to recruit students and 
support their teacher’s efforts. One 
goal we kept returning to is being a 
support to OUR COMMUNITY. We 
knew that families were struggling 
to help their children with distance 
learning and homework. Those kids 
needed Christ and they needed an 
education.  I, the teacher, needed 
students. There seemed to be a 
confluence of interest.  

We created flyers and ran a radio 
ad offering free tutoring, and so I 
became a tutor. I tutored for the 
rest of the 2019-2020 school year 
and then continued tutoring two 
students during the summer of 
2020. Both of those students now 
attend CCS. In the fall of 2020, we 
opened for another school year. 
We decided to offer kindergarten. 
I found one kindergartener and 
opened the year with five students. 
One of them moved to Kentucky in 
November 2020, so now we were 
down to four students and I was 
discouraged. We, the committee 
and school board, were actively 
praying meeting at least weekly 
(often twice a week) over Zoom. 

In December, we contacted one 
of only two grocery stores in our 
small rural community, offering to 
purchase a gift card if they would 
allow us to set up a table with our 
school logo and then draw a name 
giving the card away. We would 
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not be asking anyone to pay as 
they entered their names. The 
card would be given away as a gift 
from the school. They agreed and 
offered to match us in the gift. We 
set up the table in the entryway 
and simply greeted shoppers. 
Everyone was surprised to find that 
this was not a fundraiser or a raffle. 
Some made donations anyway, but 
our favorite response was when 
another anonymously donated gift 
card slipped into our hand with the 
request that we give it away too! 

Many people said, “Oh, I’ve heard 
of your school. Were you on the 
radio?” Finally, a change from the 
typical, “What’s that school? How 
long have you been open? I’ve 
never heard of Caledonia Christian 
School.” Last year we stayed open 
with only four students, which is 
less than conference rules allow.  
The school was allowed to stay 
open by the conference, but was 
on “probation” and would need 
to recruit more students.   On the 
positive side, all of the families 
said they were pleased with the 
Christian education their children 
were receiving; they all intended 
to return for the 2021-2022 
school year. 

Each evening I worked at school 
with the windows open. Often 
neighborhood children visit our 
playground. When they come, I 
intentionally stop grading to go 
outside to visit. Our neighbors have 
become my friends. Some of the 
young children are curious about 
the classroom. We look at the room 
together. They usually ask lots of 
questions, and one girl asked about 
Jesus, prayer, and our sanctuary. I 
have spent time sharing who Jesus 
is and inviting them to pray with 
me. I also invited the children to 
come to Sabbath School. Even as I 
write this article, one of the girls has 
peeked into my classroom window 
to wave ‘hello’. Sometimes they 
respond and come. One Sabbath, 
a neighborhood girl drove her pink 
electric Mustang into our church 

parking lot, parked it carefully, and 
came to Sabbath School. We loved 
it, and someone took a picture. 

Then came bad news from the 
Northern New England Conference. 
We had used our probation 
year. The school would have to 
close unless we had six enrolled 
students whose families prepaid 
a registration fee for 2021-2022. 
All of the current families re-
enrolled their children and two 
more kindergarteners enrolled. 
Then one of the families from our 
neighborhood visited me as school 
was closing. They enrolled their 
daughter. Praise God we had seven 

students! But why stop at seven?  
We decided to fund a mass mailing 
to all homes within twenty miles 
of the school. More prospective 
families called and a large donation 
came in from someone who 
received a card. He simply wanted 
to support Christian education 
in his community. We are a small 
school and I guess many would say 
we have limited resources.  But we 
can pray, we can talk to people, we 
can befriend our neighbors, we can 
show Christ’s love, we can use our 
“free” time for His work.  These are 
the “loaves and fishes” that we offer 
to Christ, and we rely on Him to 
multiply them into a miracle.
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Front row (left to right): Emma Dekle, Marcus Dekle, Eve Bakowski, Vanya Hawkins
Back row (l to r): Heidi Kneller, Piper Dekle, Silas McConnell, MacKenzie Cochran, 
Judah Noel    -     Missing that day: Ilyssa Wright



By Sidney and Forrest 
Faulkingham

Wayne MacFarland was 
born in the small fishing 
village of New Harbor 
on the coast of Maine in 
1949. He comes from a 
long line of fishermen, but 
Wayne would become a 
fisher of men.

After serving his country 
for 12 years in the 
U.S. Army as a nurse 
practitioner in bases 
throughout the U.S., 
Wayne returned to Maine 
where he began a career 
at Bath Iron Works as 
Medical Manager, a 
position he maintained 
until his retirement in 2015.  Wayne 
was raised a Methodist.  He loved 
the Lord and as a child considered 
serving Him through his Methodist 
faith, but his teenage years and the 
world intervened to draw him away 
from that path.

Years later, when Wayne’s wife, 
Mona, started studying the Seventh 
Day Adventist faith, Wayne was 

initially skeptical and rejected 
her invitations to join him at Bible 
studies. But Wayne could not ignore 
the changes in Mona. He saw a 
new peace and joy in her that he 
wanted badly for himself. He longed 
for that same love and commitment 
to something bigger than what the 
world offered him. Finally, after much 
urging, he joined her at a Bible study.  
The rest, as they say, is history.  

Wayne was 
quickly and deeply 
committed to his 
newfound faith. 
His lifelong thirst 
for learning could 
not be quenched 
through only 
attending weekly 
bible studies, and 
learning the basics 
wasn’t enough. He 
wanted to dive more 
deeply, to compare, 
to research every 
new fact about his 
Lord and Savior. 
He studied Mrs. 
White’s writings 
and compared her 
teachings with the 
Bible until he knew 

the truth – a truth that set him apart 
from his old world and gave him a 
new and very real sense of hope, 
love and peace.

Wayne was baptized in 2004. Soon 
thereafter he became a deacon, 
then an elder, and from 2006 
started preaching occasionally at the 
Farmingdale SDA church. Those in 
his congregation were so impressed 
by his knowledge of the Bible and 
of Mrs. White’s writings that he was 
asked to serve as lay pastor for 
the church.

Wayne has been preaching at the 
Farmingdale church for 6 years - 
minus a short sabbatical he took 
when he and Mona made an 
extended visit to their son and his 
family in Oregon. Wayne’s retirement 
in October again sends them to 
Oregon to be near family. Wayne and 
Mona feel this is a mission the Lord 
has assigned to them.

They will be missed by their church 
family but are sent with prayer, 
encouragement, and love onto their 
next adventure for the Lord.

PASTOR WAYNE MCFARLAND RETIRES FROM FARMINGDALE CHURCH
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PORTLAND HISPANIC CHURCH FINALLY GETS A HOME OF ITS OWN

By Scott Christiansen

When the Portland, Maine Hispanic 
Church was founded some years ago 
it first functioned as a worship group, 
then as a branch Sabbath School, 
then as a company, before finally 
making it to full-fledged church.  But 
while the church has grown and 
matured, it has not had a church 
building of its own, but has always 
been a guest or tenant in another 
church or building.  Not, that is, until 
now.  Finally, after all these years, 
the Portland Hispanic has bought 
a church building in Westbrook, 
a small city immediately to the 
west of Portland, Maine.  The new 
church is not too far distant from the 
Conference office. 

“This is an amazing blessing,” 
said Pastor Harry Sabnani.  “The 
congregation is incredibly excited 

about having a home of their own.  
For two generations they’ve gone 
from one temporary meeting place to 
another, but now their wandering is 
over and they have a church of their 
own to launch outreach efforts from!”

The church has about 35 members 
on the books but typical Sabbath 
attendance is in excess of 50 people.  
This relatively small group saved 
up the necessary down payment 
for a church with an acre lot, a large 
paved parking area, and a double-
wide trailer that serves as a church 
office.  Perhaps best of all, a Baptist 
congregation is already renting the 
building on Sundays and wants to 
continue doing so, so the Portland 
Hispanic Church will have help 
paying the mortgage.  The price of 
$425,000 was considered a good 
deal by both the Portland Hispanic 

congregation and the Executive 
Committee of the Northern New 
England Conference, and the 
backing of the conference helped 
the Portland Hispanic congregation 
close the deal.

“We’ve been growing steadily,” said 
Pastor Sabnani, “and now that we 
have a church fronting on a main 
street and can put up our own sign, 
I think we’ll continue growing and 
will become an integral part of this 
community.”  

For eight years prior to buying 
their church building, the Portland 
Hispanic congregation used the 
small chapel in the upstairs of the 
conference building, and has lately 
pretty much outgrown the space.



 

We have been the beneficiary of new worthy student endowment funds last year.  The Allen 
Knight worthy student endowment for Pine Tree Academy received a $73,000 addition, bringing 
the principal balance to $636,000.  This endowment provides worthy student funds of around 
$28,000 per year to Pine Tree Academy students.  We also recently established the “Our Kids 
Pre-K-12 Worthy Student Endowment” which provides around $12,000 of annual worthy student 
funds to elementary or secondary students across the Northern New England Conference 
schools.  Finally, we established the “Our Kids University Worthy Student Endowment” which 
provides $2,000 of annual worthy student funds for college students from our conference 
territory.   

Endowment 
Name 

Purpose Principal 
Balance 

Annual Worthy 
Student Approp. 

Conrad Pine Tree Academy Worthy 
Students 

50,000 2,000 

Knight Pine Tree Academy Worthy 
Students 

636,000 28,000 

Wheeler Worthy Students From/Near VT 341,000 15,000 
Legare NNEC College Students 100,000 4,500 
Our Kids K-12 NNEC Elementary/Secondary 

Students 
270,000 12,000 

Our Kids College NNEC Collage Students 55,000 2,000 
Johnson Trust Church Planting/Evang/PTA 

WS 
710,000 6,000 

Former AUC 
funds 

NNEC College Students 
Planning to Stay in NNEC After 
Graduation 

Not an 
Endowment 

Ten $5,000 
scholarships 
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worthy student funds that I could 
not have imagined eight years 
ago when I became conference 
treasurer.  Please be aware that 
these funds exist, and if you are 
interested in enrolling your child 
in one of our schools, there may 
be some worthy student funds 
available.  Please do not hesitate 

to ask the conference education 
department or your local school 
teacher about these funds.

As I see God’s faithfulness over the 
last eight years, it can truly be said 
that God provided what we needed 
when we needed it.  I know that we 
can trust God going forward that 

He will pour out his blessings on us 
in ways we cannot even imagine.  
Let us continue to be faithful in 
our tithes and offerings and He 
will bless us.

God Blesses the Faithful
article continued from pg. 4

Restoring Vibrancy in the Birthplace of the Seventh-day Adventist Church 
article continued from pg. 3

concurrently. I wrote a process 
down I have used in ministry 
in Steps to a Vibrant Church: A 
Turnaround Guide for Churches 
in a Plateau or Decline (available 
through AdventSource or me). This 
process will enable your church to 
become much healthier. Whereas 
unhealthy churches should not 
expect growth, healthy churches 
will grow. We need many more 
healthy churches in NNEC. We 
need churches that we are not 
embarrassed to bring our secular 
family and friends.  

I have already started coming 
alongside churches to help kickoff 
this process. What about you and 
your church? All we need is three 
hours to get the church rolling. 
Some churches have used 9:30am-
12:30pm Sabbath time for this. If 
you’re interested, I want to hear 
from you now:  bcauley@nnec.org 
or you can text/call me at (704) 
774-2800. 
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demonstrates a lack of faith on the 
part of your fellow church members?

For those who assert that Covid 
really boils down to a matter 
of rights, who protest against 
government over-reach, and 
who feel that their fellow church 
members who don’t understand this 
are clueless, I would ask you this: 
do you still love them?  Has this love 
led you to pray for them? And if you 
sincerely love them, have you told 
them so?  To this I would add this 
question: when Christ told us what 
the signs of the end would be, was 
that so we could spend our energy, 
our reputation, and our resources 
fighting to push back against 
those signs, or was it to make us 
even more energetically and more 
effectively proclaim Christ in the 
limited time remaining?

Just as Christ said would happen, 
love has grown scarce in the world, 

and Satan seems to have been 
dismayingly successful in also 
draining love from God’s remnant 
church.  This success many not be 
limited to internal areas related to 
the current pandemic.  For instance, 
when we see hordes of people 
heading toward the US border, do 
we have a love response?  Do we try 
to understand the truly desperate 
situation of these people?  Do we 
pray for them?  Politics and national 
security concerns aside, do we 
somehow try to tell them that we 
love them and seek some way to 
help them? And as disasters around 
the world grow in these last days 
and we see more and more people 
suffering from yet another disaster, 
do we have a love response?  Do we 
act as citizens of Christ’s kingdom 
of love and empathize with those in 
need, pray for them and seek a way 
to help them?

As we see the results of Satan’s 
rebellion manifested in both human 

society and in the decay and decline 
of the natural systems that underpin 
the operating of earth itself, we see 
more and more starkly what was 
meant in the first half of our Matthew 
24:12 text – sin and lawlessness 
really do now pervade everything 
and with all the suffering and loss, 
many in the world – most, really 
– are caring less and less about 
others, to the point that they’ve 
grown cold.

Our job as end-time Adventists 
and citizens of Christ’s kingdom 
of love is to keep on practicing 
and demonstrating sincere love.  
It’s often a hard assignment to 
love people, even fellow church 
members, in these divisive times.  
Impossible, really, without Christ 
in our hearts. But it is necessary 
that we cling to Christ and keep 
on sincerely loving, and we find 
why this is so in the next verse 
– Matthew 24:13 – “But he who 
endures to the end shall be saved.”

The Penultimate Page
article continued from pg. 15

Our Schools: Not Just Enduring, But Thriving
article continued from pg. 7
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by the students and streamed live 
on Facebook. Special music was 
performed by some PTA students 
and a very powerful message sticking 
to the theme, “Quarantined,” was 
delivered by students also. Bible 
characters who lived in quarantine, 
such as Daniel and Paul, were 
presented as reminders that even 
through their hardships, God used 
them in mighty ways. Students were 
encouraged through the message to 
seek how God can use them during 
their quarantine.  After the service, 
a virtual art show was presented 
displaying the beautiful works of the 
students. Even though many of us 
wondered how we would pull off a 
virtual Art Clinic, it turned out to be a 
big success and blessing for all.

For outreach, schools were 
encouraged to do virtual programs 
for churches during this time, or 
to record a program to be played 

on Sabbath. Schools also found 
creative ways to be involved 
with ministry while still practicing 
physical distancing, such as raking 
and cleaning up yards in the 
neighborhood. 

By the end of the year, most 
students, parents, and teachers 
were experiencing Covid fatigue 
and were anxious to unmask and 
swing into summer, with the hope 
that Covid would be left behind in the 
upcoming school year. Unfortunately, 
that was not the case as we started 
school this August. Yet, even with the 
uneasiness of facing another Covid 
year, excitement abounds as the 
enrollment in our schools continues 
to rise. With God’s blessing Pinetree 
Academy’s enrollment is the highest 
that it has been in years, as well as 
in many of our small schools. Some 
small schools have doubled in 
enrollment this year.

The Delta variant (and now the 
Omnicrom variant) has challenged 
our schools as we began instruction 
with almost the entire state of Maine 
in red.  Already we have had some 
Covid cases on the first week of 
school, but they have been quickly 
contained. Our schools continue 
to do their best to practice Covid 
safety protocol in order to keep their 
students in the classroom. Even 
though we postponed Outdoor 
School until May, we are hoping that 
we will be able experience as normal 
as possible year of instruction and 
have Art Clinic and Music Clinic in 
person. Only the Lord knows if this 
will be a possibility or not, but in 
the meantime, through prayer, not 
losing our focus on the mission of 
our schools, and due diligence, we 
will press forward knowing that God 
has richly blessed us through Covid 
and we look forward to how He will 
continue to work mightily for His kids. 



The Penultimate Page
The penultimate page is the one right before the last one.  But here it means  
something extra, as we live in the penultimate age – the one right before the end.  
This page will feature articles talking about our time.

By Scott Christiansen

Here, from the “gold standard” 
NKJV, is what Matthew 24:12 says: 
“And because lawlessness will 
abound, the love of many will grow 
cold.”  Compare that with how the 
passage is rendered in the New 
Living Translation: “Sin will be 
rampant everywhere, and the love of 
many will grow cold.”  Now, compare 
and contrast both of those with 
what we read in the Contemporary 
English Version, which to me seems 
like the most useful rendering of this 
particular verse: “Evil will spread 
and cause many people to stop 
loving others.” 

The verse is fairly straightforward.  
The first part says that evil will 

become dominate in human society.  
We can even understand that 
evil will shape and form human 
society.  The second part says 
that because of this, people will 
stop loving each other.  Though 
straightforward, the implications of 
the verse are profound.  Consider 
that God is love (1 John 4:16, John 
3:16) and therefore Christ’s kingdom 
is a kingdom of love.  Consider 
further that to be a representative 
of Christ – a true Christian – is to 
show love (1 John 4:7-21). Finally, 
consider that the world will know 
that we are Christians by our love 
for each other (John 13:35).  By 
logical extension, Christians then will 
follow Christ’s example of loving and 
serving those around us, particularly 
those in need.

So, following our chain of scripture-
based logic, here is what we have: 
If we are members of Christ’s 
kingdom we will show love to each 
other and to those around us. This 
demonstration of sincere love is 
the litmus test for being a citizen of 
Christ’s kingdom of love, and we can 
understand that in these last days 
there will be an increasingly large 
difference between the character 
and actions of sincere Christians and 
the character and actions of children 
of the world.  Sincere Christians 
will be a huge witness to the 
world simply by existing and being 
palpably different from the rest of 
the world.  

But are some of God’s followers 
being deceived into following the 
world to the opposite of love – into 
anger, disdain and hatred?  Let’s 
look at the responses we’ve seen 
within our NNEC churches to the 
Covid pestilence that rages among 
us.  The emotional and political 
responses we’ve seen leave a great 
deal of opportunity for error that is 

dangerous to our Christian witness, 
and perhaps many of us are flirting 
with such error.  For those who feel 
that their fellow church members 
who are aggressively opposing 
masking and vaccination and there 
by willfully exposing the vulnerable 
among us to unnecessary risk, I 
would ask this: do you still love 
them?  Has this love led you to pray 
for them?  And if you sincerely love 
them, have you told them so?  And 
to this I add: have you stopped to 
consider their motives? Perhaps 
they are convinced some long-
term impact of the vaccine will be 
worse than the virus? We would do 
well to remember that one day our 
rights will be taken from us and that 
we must walk a mile in their shoes 
before judging their motives. 

For those who assert that faith 
alone is needed to face the Covid 
pestilence, and anyone who uses 
precautions or vaccines is exhibiting 
a lack of faith, I would ask you 
this: do you still love your fellow 
members?  Has this love led you to 
pray for them?  And if you sincerely 
love them, have you told them so?  
To this I would add that it would be 
good to guard against letting Covid 
make you a hypocrite.  Examining 
the logic in use, if you have decided 
that protection against microscopic 
disease threats is strictly a matter of 
faith, then have you eliminated the 
non-faith-based protections against 
disease you practiced daily up to 
Covid?  Have you replaced brushing 
your teeth with faith?  Have you 
replaced bathing and washing your 
hands with faith?  If not, on what 
basis did you choose Covid as your 
sole faith-only standard?  And are 
you completely sure that practicing 
disease precautions akin to those 
God gave in His Levitical law 

IS THE PROPHECY 
IN MATTHEW 24:12 
BEING FULFILLED 

RIGHT NOW? 

article continued on pg. 14
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Register by January 9, 2022

Music Clinic 2022
March 31-April 2

Register by December 1, 2021 - Save $10
Final Piano Registration - February 1, 2022

Final Registration for all others - March 1, 2022

Above events hosted by 
Pine Tree Academy, Freeport, Maine

FMI & to register, please visit us at nnec.org/education!

Art Clinic 2022
January 27-29


