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Message From The President
By Ted Huskins

Today 31% of the world’s population 
claims to be Christian. Have you 
ever wondered how Christianity 
transformed from being a small sect 
of Judaism to become the religion 
with the most adherents world-wide? 

To find that answer we have to go 
back to a far different place and 
time. In 30 AD Jesus was crucified 
outside the walls of Jerusalem. He 
appeared to his disciples following 
his resurrection and gave them the 
great commission found in Matthew 
28:18, “All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to Me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to follow 
all I commanded you; and behold, 
I am with you always to the end 
of the age.”

That commission combined with the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit became 
the catalyst for the revival that took 
place at Pentecost. Acts 2 tells us 
that over 3000 souls were baptized, 

devout Jews from every nation 
under heaven who had come for the 
celebration. Jerusalem became the 
hub of the “Way” movement as the 
earliest Christians were described 
as followers of “the way”. The early 
chapters of Acts describes the 
unity and growth of the church daily 
amongst devoted God-fearing Jews 
who had a basis of understanding 
life from a Theistic world view.  For 
the most part the first converts to the 
church were Jewish people and the 
followers of Jesus still considered 
themselves Jews. 

As Christianity began to grow 
in Jerusalem, the forces of evil 
attempted to stop the fledgling 
church. A reign of persecution 
commenced. James the brother of 
John was martyred. Peter and John 
were cast into prison. Stephen, 
one of the first deacons of the 
church, was stoned. In attendance 
at his stoning was a zealous young 
pharisee in his twenties known as 
Saul of Tarsus. Saul saw in this new 
Jesus movement a threat to what 
he believed was truth. He became 
a central figure in the persecution 
of Jesus followers for about a year. 
Many of the believers who were 
living in Jerusalem fled to Antioch 
in present day Turkey to avoid the 
persecution. 

The Bible tells us that Saul was on 
the road to Damascus on a vendetta 
to persecute the church when Jesus 
appeared to him and said, “Saul, 
why persecutest thou me?” Saul was 
converted but his inclusion into the 
church was slow. The early believers 
were afraid it was a trick. Finally 
through the ministry of Barnabas, 
Saul was accepted into the church. 
He retained his passion and zeal and 
used it to proclaim the resurrected 
Christ instead of persecuting 
believers.

For about 12 years things percolated 
and the church continued to multiply, 
though that growth was largely 

confined to those who already 
believed in the God of heaven. Then 
something miraculous happened 
around 46 AD. Believers in Antioch 
had the inspired thought that if Jesus 
was good for Jews maybe, perhaps, 
he’d be good for gentiles as well. To 
their amazement and delight those 
who were far from God – those who 
had a Greek world view – embraced 
and accepted the good news of the 
gospel. We are told in Acts 11:21, 
“And the hand of the Lord was with 
them, and a large number believed 
and turned to the Lord.” News of this 
reached Jerusalem and the apostles 
sent Barnabas to check it out. 
Barnabas encouraged the believers 
in Antioch and worked tirelessly 
to grow this new community of 
believers. 

We are told that so many people 
were joining the church that 
Barnabas couldn’t keep up with 
the opportunity. He remembered a 
young convert full of passion and 
zeal who was from Tarsus. Barnabas 
went to Tarsus to look for Saul and 
bring him to Antioch. Saul leaped at 
the opportunity and the Lord brought 
great success to their efforts in 
sharing the gospel with Greeks. 

The church in Antioch became a 
force and a model for the Jesus 
movement. It was in Antioch that 
believers were first called Christians. 
It was in Antioch that the gospel 
went to the Gentiles and it was 
the church at Antioch that first 
conceptualized the idea of sending 
missionaries. Acts 13:1 says, “Now 
there were prophets and teachers 
at Antioch… Barnabas, Simeon who 
was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, 
Manaen who had been brought up 
with Herod the Tetrarch and Saul.” A 
veritable who’s who of early Christian 
disciples who were completely sold 
out for God. We’ve talked about 
Barnabas and Saul already… they are 
known to most Christians today. But 

THE CRADLE OF 
CHRISTIANITY

article continued on pg. 13
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article continued on pg. 5

You are probably tired of hearing 
things like, “We are living in 
perilous times!” I know I am. But 
then, who among us can stand up 
and say they expected a pandemic 
to hit the US so hard or expected 
such extraordinary political division 
in our country? Though we know 
we are living in the last days and 
can therefore expect extraordinary 
disruptions and conflict, just about 
everyone was caught flat-footed.  
Now, our country and our world 
are such that no matter where we 
turn – to social media, news, health 
bulletins or even some churches—
it’s divisive! This being the case, 
here’s the critical question: 
what should be our response as 
Adventist Christians?  

Recently, I listened to the last 12 
chapters of the Great Controversy 
via the EGW Writings app (I want 
to encourage you all to download 
an app like this and regularly 
listen to her writings). God spoke 
to us through these writings to 
encourage us to know when we 
see things lining up against God’s 
faithful so we will not become 
discouraged or be caught flat-
footed; how can we be dismayed 
when we know how it all ends! For 
those of us that have been in the 

church for decades we’ve heard 
many times about how the end 
would come, at times desensitizing 
many of us. But now that we are 
beholding the fulfillment of end-
time expectations, many find it is 
hard to awaken from our lethargy 
and desensitization.  We can take 
only the smallest comfort in one 
thing: all ten virgins slept when 
waiting for Bridegroom.

Now, though, is the time to fully 
awake. Now is the time to fill our 
lamps with Oil. It seems to me that 
God is loosening His protective 
blessing as He is not welcome in 
America like before.  Satan, short 
on time and with manic hate, is 
behind all the killings, hatred, 
violence, rioting, looting, and 
disenfranchisements. There is, 
however, a method to his evil; he is 
playing people because he wants 
to separate us from God and each 
other—even within our own church. 
Let’s not allow him to play us. How 
short-sighted it would be on our 
parts to let Satan manipulate us in 
these matters.  

I want you to know that if you have 
been feeling that America is not 
such a welcome place for you that 
God cares about you! As your new 
Executive Secretary, I care about 
you too. I believe God has been 
reminding me that my primary 
citizenship was never supposed 
to be on earth this side of Jesus’ 
return. I must confess that many 
times my focus has been more 
on my earthly citizenship and 
getting worked up on the politics 
of earth in the first quarter of the 
21st century. Do the politics of 

earth – of America – matter? To the 
degree that we should participate 
in the responsible administration 
of our common wealth and societal 
institutions, sure, but where 
is God calling us to place our 
primary focus?  

As you may have heard, my family 
and I were living a very comfortable 
life in ministry, my wife’s (Nellie’s) 
work, kid’s schooling, friends, 
neighborhood, finances, etc. So 
why am now a part of the NNEC 
family? Glad you asked. I accepted 
the call as a call from God, not 
from man. Our NNEC territory is 
the birthplace of Adventism, but 
the majority of our churches are 
declining. This is unacceptable. 
I feel that God has asked me to 
partner with you to changing this 
by His power and blessing. There 
needs to be reinvigoration to our 
souls and our churches. God can 
do this, and He is choosing to work 
through you and me. While there 
are many in our territory that do not 
sense their great need of God, He 
is asking us to reach the many that 
are ready for the friendships we can 
bring to them. So you guessed it! 
Our focus should be on people, on 
loving them, accepting them, and 
coming alongside them as the Spirit 
leads them (as well as ourselves) to 
grow in His wonderful truths. 

The best way to stand for Christ in 
these times is to stay focused on 
Him while working for others He 
has already died for! We are His 
disciples, a.k.a. fishers of men, and 

WHY THE CAULEYS CAME TO JOIN 
THE NORTHERN NEW ENGLAND 

CONFERENCE FAMILY

Message from the Executive Secretary
By Brad Cauley
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MANAGING CONFERENCE FINANCES DURING A LOCKDOWN

Treasury Update

2020 may have begun as a normal 
year until the month of March 
came along.  Once the government 
orders around COVID-19 virus 
forced most of society into 
lockdown, we wondered what that 
would mean for the conference 
since public meetings are one 
of the main ways we share the 

gospel each Sabbath.  At the end 
of March 2020, our tithe was down 
9.6%.  I recall treasurers’ meetings 
in which 30-50% losses were 
projected as a worst case scenario.  
One of the first things we did as 
conference administration was to 
encourage pastors to continue to 
have Sabbath school and church 
services using digital means such 
as Zoom, Facebook, and YouTube, 
and to enroll churches in online 
giving through the Adventist 
Giving platform.  We also imposed 
a hiring freeze, which was later 

relinquished in late August.  By 
April and May, church members 
had figured out how to continue to 
return their tithes and offerings to 
the local churches either by mail or 
electronically through online giving, 
and tithe was only down by 3.3%.  
As summer came, most of our 
churches were able to meet again, 

and tithes and offerings continued 
to rebound, and by December 
we finished the year with a 5.1% 
increase in tithe.  

We are very thankful for the 
faithfulness of our members.  Our 
working capital, which is a measure 
of our cash reserves increased 
from 125% (3.75 months on hand) to 
160%(4.8 months on hand).

In 2019, we began to receive 
around $26,000 of annual interest 
from a trust in which $10,000 
helps with a Bible worker, $10,000 

helps with church planting, and 
$6,000 helps an academy worthy 
student.  Then in 2020, we received 
gifts from several estates which 
established a new $270,000 
endowment for K-12 students in any 
Northern New England Conference 
school.  This could provide around 
$13,000 of worthy student funds 
annually.  We will have additional 
information on how to apply for 
these funds for your school/
students soon.  Additionally, we 
received a $55,000 endowment 
for Northern New England college 
students which should generate 
around $3,000 annually for 
scholarships.  We have also re-
allocated funds that formerly went 
to Atlantic Union College for various 
ministries including $50,000 
annually for ten $5,000 collage 
scholarships for those who intend 
to return to NNEC territory active in 
church, $20,000 for secular campus 
ministries, $10,000 for one-room 
elementary schools, $71,000 for 
Pine Tree Academy, and $3,000 for 
Pathfinder Leadership Training.  

I am amazed at how the Lord has 
poured out financial blessings 
on the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church in our territory during these 
troublous times.  May we be faithful 
with the resources He has entrusted 
us with.  I believe Jesus is coming 
soon, and we need to do all that we 
can to share the good news of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ in light of 
the Three Angels Messages.  “…For 
unto whomsoever much is given, of 
him shall be much required: and to 
whom men have committed much, 
of him they will ask the more.”  Luke 
12:48 KJV  
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Trust Services & Planned Giving

By Jennifer Hernandez

Do you remember the fire drills you 
went through when you were a kid 
in school?  Probably you do.  Every 
school was required to have them.  
There you were, sitting at your little 
desk and working away, when all of 
the sudden alarms would go off.  At 
first, everyone would freeze and look 
at the teacher.  But when the teacher 
would point their arm toward the 
door and say, “Alright, you know what 
to do - out we go” the whole class 
would get up and make their way in 
a (more or less) orderly fashion to the 
designated spot outside to await the 
“all clear” signal.  

For teachers, the fire drill was one 
more thing to fit into an already busy 
day.  For school administrators, it 
was one more thing to schedule 
and monitor and report on.  So why 
did they do it?  Because they knew 
there was a chance it would be 
critically important someday.  They 
knew that the only way to deal with 
a potential catastrophe was through 
preparation.  They knew they had to 
prepare because there might be a fire 
someday.  

But, somewhat bewilderingly, the 
crisis preparations we all learned in 
school are something that most of us 
are reluctant to put into practice in 
our adult lives.  Take, for instance, the 
fact that – unless Jesus comes – we 
will all need some form of end-of-
life planning, whether it is a living 
will (medical instructions) or our final 
will or the formation of a trust, etc.  
Unless Christ comes, needing these 
things isn’t a matter of “maybe”.  It is a 
certainty.  And yet, most people don’t 
want to think about these kinds of 
things and so preparations don’t get 
made.  Too often this means there is 
doubt and uncertainty and thus the 
stress of the moment on the family 

is doubled.  Sometimes the financial 
impacts – the losses – are also 
doubled through lack of preparation.  

I would venture to say that 100 percent 
of the people reading this make 
preparations against catastrophes 
large and small.  We have a spare 
tire in our cars.  We wear belts (or 
suspenders perhaps). We brush our 
teeth.  All of these things reduce risk, 
uncertainty, and expense.  Now its 
time to take the next step and reduce 
risk and uncertainty in regard to end-
of-life events.  Give me a call and let’s 
talk about how my department can 
help you undertake that preparation.  
Praise God, we’re well trained and 
pretty good at what we do so it’s 
easier and quicker than you think.  

Those fire drills when you were a 
kid?  Those were done for you.  But 
they were also done for the entire 
community because not being 
prepared for a crisis would have 
resulted in pain and suffering. Now it’s 
time to take that lesson for our youth 
and apply it to our old age.  Give me 
a call and let’s talk about it.  My cell 
number is 207-361-7171.

HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT FIRE DRILLS?

Message from the Secretary
article continued from pg. 3

there’s plenty of fishing ahead. I 
whole-heartedly believe that when 
the fishermen don’t fish, they fight! 

I challenge you to reach out with 
friendship just to make friends, 
eventually leading some to ask 
you about the hope you have 
inside. But how can we lead them 
if our own souls and, yes, our own 
churches are in turmoil on this or 

that? So then the first part of the 
challenge is for us to remember 
why Jesus started the church (His 
body, not physical buildings) in the 
first place—to be His vehicle to 
make disciples before He returns. 
As we together work to fulfill His 
mission (and focus not on the ever-
expanding chaos that will sour us 
if we allow it), our souls as well as 

others will be lifted high! 

Let’s be about our Master’s 
business as representatives of His 
Kingdom of Love.  Toward that end, 
look to hear more from me about 
plans to increase and integrate 
evangelism, church revitalization, 
and church planting across the 
conference. 
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By Trevor Schlisner

A great deal has changed at Camp 
Lawroweld over the last year, with 
improvements of all sorts being put 
in place in anticipation of one again 
being able to host campers and church 
groups.  Below you will find just a few 
of the big events and big initiatives 
that are going on at Lawroweld 
this summer.

Camp Registration is Open: 
Summer camp is a “go” this year! 
We are planning on a safe and 
adventurous camp season. The 
summer camp dates and prices are 
listed at camplawroweld.org and we 
encourage our families to sign-up early 
before the quota is reached. The staff 
are excited and are looking forward to 
being a blessing to all who step foot 
on the campus! 

NNEC-Wide Work Bee: Camp 
Lawroweld is calling all NNEC 
members to consider helping prep the 
camp for the upcoming summer camp 
season! Our work bee will be May 10-
13. Choose the time that works for you. 

NEWS FROM CAMP 
LAWROWELD!

Food and lodging 
will be provided. 
Tasks include 
raking, cleaning, 
basic carpentry, trail 
clean-up, inventory, 
and other light-duty 
tasks. If you are interested, please 
email Barbara Chase at bchase@nnec.
org to get on the list. We are limiting 
the number of the volunteers due to 
Covid-19 precautions. Thank you for 
your support!

Marantha Volunteers International 
2.0 & 3.0: Maranatha Volunteers 
International are back this spring and 
fall! What a blessing! If you would 
like to participate in the construction 
projects this May or September, sign-
ups are done at Maranatha.org. We 
will be finishing the lodge remodel, 
girl’s bathhouse, and boy’s staff house 
in the spring. Fall projects include a 
remodel of the nurse’s station, old 

blueberry, and finishing the nature 
center at the Pathfinder Campground. 

Consider Lawroweld Giving: In a 
recent pastor’s meeting, Trevor 
Schlisner asked the NNEC ministerial 
team to consider sponsoring children 
who could benefit from a week at 
Lawroweld. We are also in need of 
funds for the fall Maranatha remodel 
project, a new boat, and the necessary 
equipment for our camp season. 
There is significant need! We ask that 
you pray for an outpouring of spiritual 
and financial blessing for our beloved 
Lawroweld. If you are convicted to give 
and want more information, please 
reach out to Trevor at tschlisner@
nnec.org. 

Youth Ministry Article 

6    CONNECTION  n  Spring 2021



Our Mission In These Last Days    By Scott Christiansen

You’ve probably noticed that each 
edition of the CoNNECtion has an-
depth feature section in the middle 
pages. The feature section in this 
edition is about the core mission 
of our movement – proclaiming 
Christ to the world and making 
disciples (Matthew 28:18-20). But 
its also about more than that – its 
about how we as a conference are 
reinvigorating our organization and 
remaining true to our mission in the 
Laodicean age. And its about how 
we attract into fellowship in our 
church the hard-to-reach majority 
population around us – post-
Christians – who want nothing to do 
with anything that looks or acts like 
their perception of a “church”. 

In this feature section you will find 
four separate sections detailing four 
major areas of focus within your 
conference. Some of these efforts 
are unique and cutting edge in the 
Adventist church; because we are 
the most post-Christian area in the 
North American Division, it falls to 
us to invent ways to connect with 

this population. This means we 
are finding a path for the rest of 
the church to follow, and thus your 
small conference is creating value 
for the movement as a whole. But 
not every effort described here is 
home-grown; where someone else 
has devised a good solution to a 
problem, we embrace it. That said, 
the four sections that follow do a fair 
job of presenting some of the ways 
in which the sisterhood of Adventist 
churches in Northern New England 
is trying to fulfill its mission in these 
last days. Note that in each and 
every one of these efforts, there is a 
way for you to get involved or lend 
support. Only as a movement do we 
fulfill our mission in these last days!

EVANGELISM

There was a time in Northern New 
England when you could put up a 
tent and announce an evangelism 
series and people would come out 
in sufficient numbers to fill the tent. 
Public prophecy meetings were the 
mainstay of Adventist evangelism 

in the region. Those days are gone. 
True, it is yet possible to hold a 
successful public meeting, but it 
requires either enormous advertising 
costs or a heroic preparation effort 
on the part of members, where 
everyone goes over the top in 
inviting their entire social network, 
compelling them to attend. Where 
paid advertising is used, the cost on 
a per-baptism basis is often well into 
the thousands of dollars. 

What has happened is this: Northern 
New England has been becoming 
steadily more post-Christian since 
the Civil War, and in the last 30 
years in particular the trend has 
accelerated mightily and church 
membership has fallen off a cliff. 
Back in the day, when most people 
were Christians of one stripe or 
another, it was possible to invite 
them to a meeting and walk them 
through Biblical prophecy and there 
was enough common ground that 
they didn’t get lost. But with post-
Christians, it is different. Most have 
never opened a Bible. In many cases 
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their families 
have not 
had a church 
connection in 
two or three 
generations. For 
them, Churches 
are a strange 
foreign culture 
speaking a 
strange foreign 
language 
and any 
presentation in 
a church that 
includes winged 

and horned beasts does not dispel 
that perception. 

And yet, among post-Christians in 
Northern New England there are 
sincere seekers of truth – quite a 
few of them, actually. So, what is 
needed is to find ways to engage 
with these seekers and present 
them with compelling truths from 
scripture. There are two hurdles to 
overcome in doing this: First, how 
do we as a church try to present 
truth when most post-Christians 
avoid churches and anything to do 
with churches? Second, how do 
we find and engage with sincere 
seekers since they won’t usually 
come to us? The response to these 
questions includes our significant 
church-planting project, but since 
that project has its own section a bit 
further on in this article, let’s answer 
those questions from a church-
based evangelism perspective.  

The response to the first question 
is that while seekers may not be 
able to identify with a church, they 
can and do identify with people. 
In other words, we should be 
using Christ’s method of relating 
to people. The response to the 
second question is that if fish 
won’t bite your hook, try using a 
net. In other words, use methods 
that cover large areas efficiently. 
Thus it is that the conference is 

currently experimenting with digital 
ads (YouTube ads) that feature 
pastors and are aired within the 
specific community served by that 
pastor. For instance, in Keene, New 
Hampshire pastor Jonathan Baker 
has been appearing on YouTube 
ads. In those ads, he specifically 
says he serves the Keene area, 
which is enough to make quite a few 
people stop and listen since almost 
no ads are hyper-local on YouTube. 
Jonathan then offers to pray for or 
study the Bible with viewers who 
contact him. A new ad appears by 
Jonathan every two weeks, keeping 
the content fresh and engaging. A 
similar effort is underway in Barre, 
Vermont with Pastor Tom Ferguson 
and in Burlington, Vermont with 
Pastor Frentzen Pakpahan. Kevin 
Hart in Concord, New Hampshire, 
Robert Sailor in Rochester, New 
Hampshire, and Donna Holland in 
Portland, Maine are all trialing digital 
ads. People are responding to these 
low-cost ads and Bible studies with 
those respondents are underway as 
you read this.  

The learning curve on digital ads 
will be steep for the next year or 
so, but for now the effort seems to 
be getting about one response for 
every 10000 people who watch the 
ad (10000 views costs about $200). 
With experience and increased 
production values, the project hopes 
to double that response rate. But 
what may be of the most value in 
the end is simply the cumulative 
exposure. In communities that 
barely know they host an Adventist 
church, suddenly the local Adventist 
pastor is appearing on thousands 
of ads each week, offering to study 
the Bible. In small communities, 
YouTube users may see the ad two 
or three times per week. Over many 
weeks, and through creative ads 
that incorporate personal stories, 
the people in the town will get to 
know their Adventist pastor and 
feel more and more comfortable 

with them, perhaps finally accepting 
an invitation to visit the church, or 
engage in a community service 
project with the church, or study the 
Bible with the pastor. The budget for 
churches running experimental ads 
is $100 per month – a number within 
the grasp of every church in the 
conference. 

The emphasis on Bible studies is 
intentional. After all, most people 
don’t become Adventists without 
significant study of the Bible. The 
conference has recently begun to 
focus on Bible studies as key to 
growth across the conference, and 
in addition to making digital ads 
available for all pastors, is offering 
to help train lay members to give 
Bible studies. The conference 
is also gathering together into a 
book all the names of individuals 
that are taking Bible studies or are 
considering taking studies, and 
praying over those names before 
the start of every meeting that 
takes place at the conference office. 
Compiling the book begun relatively 
recently, but so far there are over 
200 names in it. Think of that for 
a moment – 200 people who are 
contemplating taking Bible studies 
or who are currently taking Bible 
studies!  Each person is the focus 
of a spiritual battle and is in need 
of prayer.  

The emphasis on Bible studies 
goes hand-in-glove with the 
approximately 20% of churches in 
the conference that are practicing 
cyclical evangelism. These churches, 
which all prepare an evangelism 
plan at the beginning of each year, 
then work their plan for the rest 
of the year. In addition to offering 
Bible studies, they hold community-
interest events early in the year, then 
move on to relationship-building 
events that offer a richer spiritual 
diet, and then move to offerings that 
have significant spiritual content. 
Finally, late in the year, they hold a 
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reaping event. Then, the next year, 
they start the cycle all over again, 
thus the name “cyclical churches”. 
These churches were hit hard by 
the Covid restrictions because it 
meant shutting down their primary 
evangelism activities. Though most 
of these churches have by now 
adapted to the constraints of Covid, 
they are all looking forward to 
unhindered evangelism in the post-
Covid world. 

This description of current 
evangelism efforts is incomplete 
because it does not include church 
planting, which is described below. 
Also included below are overviews 
of church revitalization and the core 
“Mission Driven” effort currently 
underway. It isn’t until these 
overlapping efforts are all taken 
into account that a comprehensive 
picture comes into focus of all this 
sisterhood of churches is doing 
to pursue our mission in these 
last days. 

CHURCH PLANTING

Since the Civil War, Northern 
New England has encountered 
three persistent trends: economic 
weakness exacerbated by 
manufacturing flight, the 
development of a post-Christian 
population and culture, and the flight 
of native-born youth to other states. 
All these trends have strongly and 
negatively impacted the Adventist 
church in Northern New England but 
with its innovative church planting 
project, NNEC is seeking to counter 
at least the post-Christian and youth-
flight long-term trends. 

The Planting Project, as it is called, 
recruits young Adventists from 
across the nation and asks of them 
a huge commitment: they are to 
move here, find their own job, and 
set about a lifestyle of witnessing. 
What do they get in return?  Help 
with moving expenses, a small and 
temporary stipend as they settle 
in, and an opportunity to depend 

on Christ while accomplishing an 
amazing work for Him. All in all, it’s a 
very good deal for those who want to 
serve the Lord.  

Planters who move here join a team 
of planters and together they form 
social networks and from these 
social contacts identify people 
who are seeking God. Over time, 
seekers are formed into groups of 
worshippers and some of these 
worshipping groups will go on to 
become churches. There are several 
ironies that attend this project. 
First, that the cradle of Adventism 
is now the foremost mission-field 
in the North American Division. 
Second, that we are importing young 
adults to do this mission work after 
generations of our own youth have 
left the region. And third, that our 
end-goal is to form post-Christians – 
the very people who want nothing to 
do with a church – into a church that 
seeks to plant more churches. But, 
irony or not, the project is beginning 
to show signs that it will work. 

The project was formed two years 
ago and the Lord miraculously 
provided some start-up money at the 
beginning. For a while, the project 
had resources but no planters. Now, 
the problem has reversed and we 
have planters but are quite short on 
budget. At a guess, we have been 
able to recruit planters recently 
perhaps not in spite of Covid but 
because of it; Adventist young adults 
are suddenly more serious than ever 
about building God’s kingdom. By 
the end of 2021 it is expected we 
will have some 10 planters on the 
ground, or about 15% of the planters 
the project hopes to recruit. 

It takes 5-7 years to raise up a stable 
church from post-Christians, so the 
planters are making a long-term 
commitment to a missionary lifestyle. 
Planters are not paid a wage but 
are given help with moving and re-

Bible studies are being given top priority across the region for one simple reason:  
people don't generally become Adventists without studying the Bible.
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establishment costs. In other words, 
none of the recruits are doing this 
for the money. If the Planting Project 
works, hundreds of post-Christians 
will be brought into the church, 
swelling our ranks and advancing the 
work across the board. If you would 
like to support this project, please 
write “Church Planting Project” on 
your tithe envelope or digital giving 
platform. 

MISSION DRIVEN

The North American Division 
has launched a “Mission Driven” 
campaign that the conference has 
adopted, and pastors from across 
the conference have already been 
through a workshop on the approach. 

The workshop had one simple goal 
– to help churches in the conference 
be more strategic and mission 
driven in pursuing our God-given 
responsibilities. But because NNEC 
is an early adopter of this approach, 
it may also serve as a model of sorts 
for other conferences. 

The project is directly applicable to 
NNEC is it helps with the challenge 
we face of witnessing to a stubbornly 
disinterested post-Christian 
population. Among the project 
resources is a Mission Driven Basics 
book that is already being distributed 
to local church leaders. The book 
was written for church members, and 
is a combined instruction book and 
workbook. The book guides pastors 
and church members through the 
process of reflecting on our end-time 
mission, then developing a vision for 
their church based on that mission. 

The vision might be something like 
“bring significant numbers of our 

friends and neighbors to Christ 
using effective means”. With a 
vision formed, the book walks 
congregations through the formation 
of a strategy the achieves the vision. 
The strategy might, for instance, 
be something like “use social 
connections and digital platforms to 
start spiritual discussions and invite 
friends to advance those discussions 
in church meetings, seminars, and 
other outreaches”.  

Once a congregation has thought 
out the strategy, then it next 
wrestles with identifying and forming 
congregation-wide habits that 
support the strategy, vision and 
mission. Much of the book, and much 
of the seminar that NNEC’s pastors 
participated in, was focused on the 
formation of church-wide habits. 
The focus on habits has a reason, 
for habits form the character of the 
church, and it is the character of the 
church that forms the first critical 
impression on people we invite to our 
churches. Ellen White underscored 
this point: “The character is revealed, 
not by occasional good deeds and 
occasional misdeeds, but by the 
tendency of the habitual words and 
acts” (SC 57).

CHURCH REVITALIZATION

People who study churches have 
come up with categories to describe 
the current state of just about any 
church, and when we use the tools 
these academics have created to 
assess the state of our own churches, 
the results are fascinating.  By 
studying membership trends as 
well as the age of members and the 
amount of outreach and community-
engagement efforts going on, 
we find that most of the churches 
in the Northern New England 
Conference are either “plateauing” 
or are in decline.  In other words, 
these churches need help getting 
revitalized.  

Church revitalization is a science all 
to itself and there are a few experts 
on the subject in the Adventist 
denomination.  Fortunately, the 
Northern New England Conference 
hired the guy who literally wrote the 
book on church revitalization – Bad 
Cauley.  One significant part of Elder 
Cauley’s portfolio will be to work with 
churches that are willing to undertake 
revitalization assessments and 
measures.  To find out more about 
the are of revitalization and how your 
church can work with Elder Cauley, 
contact him at bcauley@nnec.org  

When Civil war hero Joshua Chamberlain became governor of Maine in 1866, his two biggest problems were the 
weak economy and the flight of young people out of state.  Those two problems have remained ever since then 
and, from the perspective of the church, we can add another challenge that has grown steadily since the end of 
the Civil War - the entire region dropping church involvement and becoming post-Christian.
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By Scott Christiansen

When Melinda Durller was first invited 
to an Adventist church, she agreed 
to go out of curiosity and reciprocity 
– for the Adventist friend that invited 
her had previously accepted Melinda’s 
invitation to attend her Baptist church.  
But Melinda found that her visit to 
the Adventist church in Bennington, 
Vermont had awakened a vague 
nagging at the back of her mind. 
She attended a few more times 
and the nagging blossomed into a 
realization that the Sabbath truth 
had been tugging at her heart for 
literally decades.  She engaged with 
Bible studies with the Pastor of the 
Bennington Church, Mark Atwood, 
and his wife Ruth.  By the time the 
Bible studies were over and Melinda 
was to be baptized in September of 
2020, the ceremony itself was a bit 
more muted and sparsely attended 
than it would have been because the 
pandemic was in full swing.  

Right after her baptism Mark and Ruth 
invited Melinda to a health weekend 
at Camp Lawroweld, and Melinda not 
only thoroughly enjoyed the health 
presentations but fell in love with the 
camp.  When she got an opportunity 
to chat with the Camp Director, Trevor 
Schlisner, she found that a renovation 
of the camp was going to start almost 
immediately with the help of a group 
called Maranatha.  Trevor invited her 
to join in with Maranatha and gave 
her the contact information.  With 
the help of Mark and Ruth, Melinda 
looked into Maranatha and liked what 
she saw – it was a good organization 
that worked with volunteers to build 
churches or repair buildings at 
Adventist projects all over the world.  
She was delighted with the prospect 
of returning to the camp and taking 
up important work with good people.  
But her hopes were dashed when she 
called Maranatha and found that the 
project was full and new registrations 
were closed.  

Melinda expressed her 
disappointment to Mark and Ruth 
and when Mark heard her story he 
frowned.  “Let me make a call,” he told 
her, but she’d been told registrations 
were closed, and the project started 
in only days, so she held out little 
hope.  It wasn’t long, however, before 
she heard from a smiling Mark that 
her registration had been accepted 
and she was an official part of the 
Maranatha project at Lawroweld.  

Mark never told her who he called 
or how he managed to pull the right 
strings, but Melinda now sees the 
whole chain of events as part of 
God’s plan – a plan that was only 
beginning to unfold. When Melinda 
joined the Maranatha group she 
also got an immersion into Adventist 
culture and mission mindset.  “There 
were worships morning and evening 
and amazing spiritual discussions 
around the campfire at night.  I loved 
it,” she said, “And I jumped right in.  I 
signed up to give my “testimony” on 
the third night, even though I didn’t 
actually know what a “testimony” 
was.  Well, when the first testimony 
was given, the man who gave it went 
on at length.  All of the sudden I was 
really, really nervous.  I was awake the 
whole night before I was to give my 
testimony, praying to God to help me 
know what to say.  At the end of the 
night, I felt God telling me to use my 
drum – which I had for some reason 
taken with me.  ‘Talk about finding me 
and play your drum’ He seemed to 
be saying.  And so I did, and it helped 
start a number of conversations with 
people on the project that I hadn’t 
met yet.  

One of those people was Alan 
Stevenson, who had traveled with his 
dog and some friends to the project 
from North Dakota.  “Apparently he 
liked my drum playing,” said Melinda, 
“because we started spending quite 
a bit of time together, including taking 
his dog for walks most evenings.  It 

wasn’t long before he invited me out 
to dinner.”  Melinda confesses that 
she hadn’t gone to the project looking 
to meet someone.  “My husband 
of 45 years passed away a couple 
years previous to my becoming an 
Adventist, and I wasn’t looking for a 
relationship, but it seems God had 
other plans.”

That dinner led to the couple 
spending still more time together and 
when the project was over, it was 
difficult to part.  Melinda signed up 
for another Maranatha project, this 
time in Tennessee.  Alan returned 
home and kept in touch with Melinda 
by text and phone, but found after a 
few weeks that he really wanted to 
be in Tennessee and see Melinda 
in person.  In the end he couldn’t 
make it happen because of work 
commitments but he did invite 
Melinda out to North Dakota for an 
extended visit and she accepted.  It 
was a few weeks later on December 
7 2020, on the shore of the lake at 
the North Dakota Northern Lights 
conference camp, that Alan asked 
Melinda to marry him.  They were 
married on January 21 at her church in 
Bennington, Vermont.  

Even in the middle of a pandemic God 
works His plans out.  Melinda and 
Alan now have a home in both North 
Dakota and Vermont and are trying 
to figure out what the future holds 
for them.  Two things they know for 
sure: God and Maranatha will be in 
their future.  

SHE FOUND A NEW RELIGION, LOVE, AND THEN 
MARRIAGE IN THE MIDDLE OF A PANDEMIC

Melinda Durller and Alan Stevenson (with his 
dog) prepare to exchange vows.

Spring 2021  n  CONNECTION    11



By Scott Christiansen

When it comes to thinking up 
creative ways to engage the local 
community during the ongoing 
Covid crisis, the Mountain View 
Adventist Church in Vernon, 
Vermont, pretty much sets 
the pace in the Northern New 
England Conference. 

Back around Christmas, 
the church created a drive-
through nativity, complete with 
live animals. 

Members of the community 
drove through the working 
farm of Pastor Art Miller and his 
family and stopped at different 
scenes that had been laid out. 
The community flocked to the 
event, creating a wildly successful 
bumper-to-bumper outreach 
event at the farm.  

Building on that success, the 
Mountain View Church partnered 
with another community church, 
the Advent Christian Church, and 
together they sponsored an event 

VERMONT CHURCH MOUNTS UNIQUE EASTER DISPLAY FOR COMMUNITY
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who are the others? 

Simeon called Niger is thought 
by many to be a man of African 
descent, as Niger means “black”. 
Many also believe he is the same as 
Simon of Cyrene who the gospels 
tell us carried the cross of Christ to 
Golgotha. 

Some commentators believe that 
Lucius of Cyrene is none other than 
the Gospel writer and physician 
Luke. I personally think this is 
unlikely but nevertheless he was a 
prophet and teacher of renown. 

Manaean is an interesting character 
who is never mentioned again 
in scripture. The fact that he was 
brought up with Herod the Tetrarch 
would indicate that likely he was a 
courtesan, perhaps the son of a man 
who served the court. It is amazing 
to think that this man who was an 
intimate friend of Herod, the man 
who had John the Baptist beheaded, 
became one of the founders of the 

church in Antioch along with Simeon 
and Lucius. 

The Church of Antioch was the 
cradle of Christianity, supporting 
God’s mission with financial 
resources and also missionaries who 
would take the gospel to the entire 
world. Today ancient Antioch of Syria 
lies in ruins, a part of the modern 
city of Anakya in Turkey. A century 
ago Christianity still made up 20% of 
Turkey’s population. Today Christians 
are less than 1% of the population. 
The ancient church that birthed 
Christianity is long gone… the light 
from its candlestick has gone out. 

The Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
God’s last remnant church, ordained 
to proclaim a last day message, was 
birthed in Northern New England. 
Today the population of our territory 
is becoming more and more secular. 
A century ago, just after Ellen White 
died, most of the population of our 
three states would have identified 
as Christian but today that number is 

about 40% or less. If time lasts, what 
will our church look like and what 
will society look like in one or two 
more generations?  Some believers 
are waiting for the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit to get busy proclaiming 
truth, but dear friends I believe the 
Holy Spirit will only be poured out 
on believers who are unified and 
upon believers who are actively and 
passionately sharing the gospel. 
We have a narrow window to work 
to prepare a people for the coming 
of Jesus. We must commit as 
individuals and churches to “press 
together” and share the gospel 
message with a world in desperate 
need of a soon coming savior.  Let’s 
be all in, giving our time, talent and 
treasure for God’s kingdom! Let’s 
plant churches. Let’s transcend 
ethnic barriers. Let’s share the 
message and our faith with every 
kindred, tongue and people. And 
more than anything else, let’s finish 
this work for God’s glory! 

The Cradle of Christianity
article continued from pg. 2

VERMONT CHURCH MOUNTS UNIQUE EASTER DISPLAY FOR COMMUNITY

which was something between a 
car rally, an Easter sermon, and a 
community arts display. The two 
churches created a 12-stop car 
tour of the Vernon area, with each 
stop featuring large original art that 
portrayed scenes from the Bible or 
underlined Easter messages. The 
“heavy lifting” to pull the event off 
was done by Ang Miller and her 
team of 6-8 volunteers. At each 
stop on the driving tour, drivers 
and their passengers could listen 
to a narration and short sermonette 
before traveling on to the next stop. 

Both the brochure for the event and 
the recordings for the 12 stops were 
internet based and accessible with a 
smart phone. The stops on the tour 
were designed to powerfully bring 
the events of Christ’s death and his 
redemption of us to vivid life. More 
than that though, they made His life 
relatable. 

The display was in operation from 
April 2 until April 4. Community 
members could start the tour at 
the Miller farm if they wanted to, 
or could start at the first stop on 

the driving tour. They could also 
choose whether to end the tour at 
the Advent Church or the Adventist 
Church. At each church, greeters 
and elders were on hand and guests 
and members alike were invited to 
partake in communion. According 
to Pastor Miller some 200 people 
started the tour from his farm and 
the effort received quite a lot of 
positive feedback. 
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as we see in verse 12: “And because 
lawlessness will abound, the love of 
many will grow cold.”

We need to understand that we are 
in the last of the last days, and that 
prophecy is being fulfilled before our 
eyes.  We need to spend time – real 
time – in the Bible and in the Spirit of 
Prophecy.  And we need to approach 
those inspired writings with a full 
and complete understanding of 

the context in which the inspired 
authors wrote so as to guard against 
deception and those who would 
feed us untruth, manipulating our 
emotions and causing us to harbor 
ill-will to one sector or another of 
the very population we are to be 
showing Christ’s love.  

While we guard against deception, 
we should also guard against 
misguided interpretations of 

scripture and prophecy.  In this 
vein, bear in mind that the General 
Conference recently announced 
that there is no Biblical or Spirit-of-
Prophecy-based instruction against 
vaccination for the Covid pandemic.  

These, indeed, are times to be both 
innocent and wise, proclaim truth 
with boldness, and guard against 
deception through a rich diet of 
God’s word. 

The Penultimate Page
article continued from pg. 15

By Scott Christiansen

In time, perhaps we will be able to 
articulate many lessons we learned 
from the Covid era.  For instance, we 
learned that even in our churches we 
reflect the split nature of our nation, 
with sharply different ideologies 
represented and sharply differing 
opinions on whether or not there 
was a national health crisis and what 
to do about it.  We perhaps also 
learned something about ourselves 
and how we respond to a long and 
grinding crisis.  But let’s sweep such 
questions aside and, consistent with 
the theme of this edition, focus on 
what we learned from Covid that 
reflects on our mission as an end-
time church. I have three learnings 
to offer. 

Learning 1:  Based on early data, it 
appears that NNEC churches that are 
outward-facing, that is, churches that 
have an evangelism focus and were 
actively at work in their community 
before Covid struck, seemed to grow 
during the crisis.  It seems that this is 
because the community, in response 
to the crisis, turned to the church that 
was active in their community.  Put a 
shorter way, the seeds that had been 
faithfully planted sprouted.  

Learning 2:  Again based 
on early data, it seems 
that churches that were 
not outward facing were 
much more easily bogged 
down by controversy and 
disagreement that sprang 
from Covid.  

Learning 3:  The good 
people of Northern New 
England – the people who 
are more post-Christian than 
anywhere else in the US – 
sought out spiritual advice 
or responded to offers 
for Bible study and prayer in much 
higher numbers during Covid than 
was previously experienced.  

Taken altogether, the learnings 
that are coming into focus bring us 
good news and even better news.  
The good news is that some of our 
churches were ready to respond 
to the sudden surge of interest in 
their community – the seeds they 
had planted sprouted vigorously.  
The even better news is that all of 
our churches can learn from their 
example by ministering to their 
community and faithfully planting 
seeds and thereby be ready for the 
wave of difficulty and crisis that will 

next strike.  And because we live in 
the end times, we can be assured 
that difficulty and crisis will come 
soon enough.  

Perhaps the lessons learned can 
be reduced to their essence: keep 
your lamps trimmed and burning 
and spread light where you are, and 
when those around you realize they 
need light, open to them the word 
of God.  It seems we knew that all 
along, but perhaps the silver lining 
behind Covid is that it drove this 
lesson home and allowed us an 
opportunity to regroup and prepare.  

WHAT DID WE LEARN FROM COVID?
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The Penultimate Page
The penultimate page is the one right before the last one.  But here it means  
something extra, as we live in the penultimate age – the one right before the end.  
This page will feature articles talking about our time.

By Scott Christiansen

Over 150 years ago Ellen G. White 
was writing to discourage others 
from using medication.  Is the advice 
she gave then universally applicable?  
If so, why do Adventist hospitals 
and Adventist physicians prescribe 
pharmaceuticals today?

Back in 2002 an interesting article 
appeared in the Adventist Review Dr. 
John B. Hoehn. In the article (which I 
encourage you to read – you can find 
it here: www.adventistreview.org/
archives/2002-1517/story1.html) Dr. 
Hoehn makes two main arguments, 
the first being that “natural” 
remedies are not always good 
remedies (after all, opium, heroin, 
marijuana, tobacco, coffee, and beer 

are all "natural," "herbal," "plant-
based" substances), and the second 
being that Ellen White’s opposition 
to the drugs of her day should not be 
construed as opposition to science 
and medicine. 

Here, underscoring that point, 
is a quote from his article: “But 
being a faithful, Spirit of Prophecy-
respecting Adventist shouldn't 
mean having to put reason on hold 
or denying the validity of science, 
statistics, and experimentation. Trust 
in the mysterious, untested, and 
testimonial-based therapies is not 
what Ellen White was advocating 
when she recommended ‘trust in 
divine power.’”

Dr. Hoehn goes on to recount some 
of the many strange and dangerous 
drug-based treatments of time 
in support of a critical point: We 
remember what Ellen White said 
about some treatments, but not why 
she said it. The common medicines 
of her day included opium, heroin, 
cocaine, arsenic and strychnine. 
Removing the prophetic advice 
from the context of their counsel 
will always produce extreme and 
unbalanced attitudes and actions. 

The arguments presented by 
Dr. Hoehn are a reflection of the 
fact that our current “health” 
message continues to have both 
a strong medical camp, or group 
of supporters, and a strong 
naturopathic camp. We need to be in 
continuous prayer and seek multiple 
perspectives as we determine the 
appropriate use of each.  Dr. Hoehn’s 
thoughtful points should also be 
applied to – and deflate – some of 
the arguments being presented in 
regard to the pandemic situation we 
are living through. 

We live in an age where the anti-
science and anti-fact camp has 
gained astonishing traction. The 
recommendations of legion of top-
flight trained scientists with decade’s 
long careers are dismissed in favor 
of the musings of those who are in 
effect practicing medicine without 
a license.  Untested treatments 
promoted by one influencer or 
another are grasped by large and 
eager audiences. And to justify 
stepping away from science and 
carefully-evaluated therapies, the 
magical thinking of conspiracy 
theories is introduced into the 
equation: “the medical community is 
only in it for the money and will say 
anything”. “The virus was created 
in China and vaccines are just an 
attempt by the Chinese to inject 
microchips into our bloodstreams”. 
“Masks don’t help”. “It’s all a hoax”.  

We live in an era of deception, 
but this deception has an eager 
audience. You could say we live in an 
era of self-deception, or you could 
at least say we live in an era when 
many are willingly deceived. And 
this pandemic of deception brings 
us to prophecy. We find that the 
willingness of so many to believe 
so much based on so little truth has 
created the necessary conditions 
for the fulfillment of prophecy.  Turn 
with me to Matthew 24:11 “Then 
many false prophets will rise up and 
deceive many.”  We see this now 
in the parade of influencers who 
are willing, for a variety of selfish 
reasons, to promote a wide array of 
harmful and divisive deceptions, for 
what is a “prophet” but an influencer 
who makes proclamations to those 
who will listen? Remember, Baal had 
his prophets too, and these false 
proclamations have a cumulative 
effect on an already fraying society, 

HEALTH MINISTRY, 
MEDICAL MINISTRY, 

OR CONSPIRACY 
MINISTRY?

article continued on pg. 14
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