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I’m really excited about this is-
sue of the CoNNECtion!  In the 
following pages we announce 
some major new initiatives in  
our conference.  They are:  
1) A Field School of Evangelism 
2) A long-term Church Plant-
ing Initiative, and 3) a Natural 
Church Development (NCD) 
initiative.  Subsequent pages 
will speak to the ‘what’ regard-
ing these new initiatives, but on 
this page I want to address the 
‘why’ behind these efforts.  In 
other words I want to use this 
opportunity to offer the 40,000 
foot view that will tie these ef-
forts together into one cohesive 
conference-wide effort.  
I’ll start with the Field School of 
Evangelism.  The North Ameri-
can Division Evangelism Institute 
(NADEI) has chosen our confer-
ence as the host site for a Field 
School of Evangelism.  What is 
that?  It’s an evangelistic series 
that doubles as a learning envi-
ronment for pastoral students at 
the Andrews University Theologi-
cal Seminary.
Since evangelism is best learned 
by actually doing evangelism (as 
opposed to sitting in a class-
room listening to lectures on 
evangelism), the seminary has 
developed the method of sending 

students into the field to assist 
and learn from a practicing evan-
gelist in a real life setting.  It is 
an honor that NNEC has been 
chosen to host such an event!
The Field School will take place 
in Lewiston/Auburn in May of 
2018.  At least six seminary 
students will come and assist 
the evangelist, which means we 
are being entrusted to help train 
pastors in the art of public proc-
lamation.  But there is actually 
a lot more going on than the 
training of seminary students and 
the holding of an evangelistic 
campaign, because we are also 
asking all of our full-time pastors 
to come and support the series.  
Our goal for the field school is 
two-fold:  First, to plant a new 
church in the wake of the series.  
We are praying that God will 
pour out such a blessing that a 
new church will form as a result 
of the field school.  Secondly, 
the field school will serve as an 
evangelistic refresher course for 
our pastoral team.  Though our 
pastors are already trained in the 
art of public evangelism, a re-
fresher course that exposes them 
to the cutting edge and best 
practices of evangelism will ben-
efit our sisterhood of churches.  
Our hope is that each pastor 
will then conduct a full message 
series in their own district.
This brings us to the Church 
Planting Initiative.  This initiative 
may make some folks uncom-
fortable.  That’s because church 
planting has often happened at 
the expense of local churches 
that are expected to send their 
brightest and most talented 
members to support the plant.  
But what if we could find a way 
to attract people (human resourc-
es) and money (economic re-
sources) from outside our confer-
ence territory to come into NNEC 

ONE COHESIVE  
CONFERENCE-WIDE EFFORT

and plant churches?  Well that’s 
our plan.  NNEC is partnering 
with the premier church planting 
organization in the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church – Adventist 
Frontier Missions – to develop a 
model that will recruit and train 
church planters to join the minis-
try of NNEC.
We have already accessed de-
mographic data to find the most 
logical areas in our conference 
(dense and growing populations) 
in which these new congrega-
tions should be planted.  In ad-
dition, God has already brought 
us a sizable donation to fund the 
first phase of the project, and 
we are already receiving inqui-
ries from potential planters!
And finally there is Natural 
Church Development (NCD).  On 
January 15 our pastors attended 
a professional growth seminar 
at the Conference office with 
Dr. Tom Evans from NADEI. Dr. 
Evans introduced us to NCD 
which is a survey that gauges 
church health.  We know that 
healthy (and growing) churches 
score high in eight areas, which 
are: empowering leadership, 
gift-based ministry, passionate 
spirituality, effective structures, 
inspiring worship, holistic small 
groups, need oriented evange-
lism, and loving relationships.
NCD walks a church through a 
process of self-evaluation to help 
the church gauge where they 
score in these eight core areas.  
Research has shown that when 
the lowest scoring areas are 
strengthened, churches naturally 
begin to grow.   Your pastor 
now has a working knowledge 
of the value of NCD and can 
schedule an NCD survey for 
your local church. Elder Huskins 
and I serve our conference 
as NCD coaches to help your 
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Message From The Executive Secretary 
TED HUSKINS

AN INTERVIEW WITH  
A TREASURER
Today, I am interviewing the trea-
surer of the Freeport Church, who 
also happens to be my favorite 
NNEC church member (it’s not 
good to play favorites, but I think 
I can get away with saying it, 
because the treasurer is also my 
wife, Cindy Huskins).
TH:  How long have you served 
in this role at the Freeport 
Church?
CH:  About nine months
TH:  Are you enjoying it?
CH: Yes! I love our church; the 
people are loving and kind. Pastor 
Hufham and his wife Anita are 
wonderful. We have a sense of 
mission and purpose, and I really 
enjoy being able to use my gifts 
to help make a difference for 
God.
TH: Will you tell our readers 
about your day job?
CH:  I serve as President of 
Coleman Stewardship Services, 
which gives me the opportunity to 
consult with schools, ministries, 
conference offices, and of course, 
church families throughout the 
North American Division. I help 
them with vision and leadership 
development, and provide biblical 
stewardship education that allows 
God to work through them to 
achieve His vision. 
TH: Has your work helped you to 
be a more effective church trea-
surer?
CH: I hope so! In my work with 
churches, there has been an 
increasing need for an easy, 
user-friendly online giving format. 
Many of us write very few checks 
or simply leave our checkbooks 
at home. We carry little to no 
cash particularly our younger 
generations, preferring debit card 
or online transactions. I had been 
looking for something that would 
easily and effectively meet that 
need in our home church, as well 

as in the churches with whom 
I consult. I found an excel-
lent option at one of our sister 
Seventh-day Adventist churches 
in the southeast; a mobile-device 
payment app called Pushpay.
TH: What makes it excellent?
CH: It is quick and easy, and al-
lows “in the moment giving”. You 
can give from your cell phone, 
sitting in church and it only 
takes 30 seconds!
TH: So you are telling me that 
there is a legitimate reason to 
have your cell phone turned on 
in church?
CH: Exactly! Yes!
TH: Has it been an effective tool 
for the Freeport church?
CH: Yes it has. We’ve  only had 
it for six months, but we have 
a number of people using it, in-
cluding some who weren’t giving 
prior to implementing this tool. 
For 2016 our tithe was up 25% 
and our church budget offering 
was up 7%!
TH: That is fantastic! Do you 
attribute all of those gains to the 
new giving app?
CH: No, of course not. We have 
a great church that has em-
braced its mission.   We have 
an awesome pastor too, and 
both of these factor in to the 
gains we’ve experienced, but the 
new giving app certainly makes 
giving easier.
TH: Are other churches in our 
conference using this tool?
CH: Yes! I want to thank the 
conference administration for 
supporting this project. They em-
braced the idea, agreed to cover 
half the cost, and they’ve also 
promoted it to other churches. I 
know the Brunswick and Barre 
churches have voted to use it, 
and I hope they experience the 
success with it that we have. 

TH: Do you think it is a tool that 
every church could benefit from?
CH: I think any church that is at-
tracting new people, has younger 
people, or an attendance over 
50 would see an increase in giv-
ing by implementing this tool.
TH: How about our smaller 
churches?
CH: Well, the conference as a 
whole also has the app. We 
demonstrated it at Camp Meeting 
this past summer. All you have 
to do is open a new text box 
and send nnec to 77977. You 
will receive a text message back 
with a link to the conference’s 
online portal. It’s really easy to 
make your donation using your 
debit card or bank account num-
ber from that point, and, as I 
say, the whole thing takes about 
30 seconds.
TH: Well, I can confirm that it 
is easy, since even I can use it. 
And if I can use it anyone can! 
Thank you so much for giving 
me a little bit of your time and 
sharing with our conference fam-
ily. I appreciate everything you 
are doing for God’s kingdom.
CH: Thank you, I’m just thankful 
God lets me serve Him, and I’m 
so thankful for this conference - 
everyone here in Northern New 
England has been so gracious 
and loving to me. I am blessed!
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I really miss looking at the 
class pictures of my students 
that I hung on the wall behind 
my classroom desk. The faces 
of those precious kids bring 
back memories of fun, laughter, 
unique experiences, and also 
some serious challenges. I made 
it a point throughout the year 
to point out those pictures, and 
tell my class about the “good 
ole days”, with them not real-
izing we were creating the very 
same thing. Walking into the 
room each morning was a fresh 
reminder not only to pray for 
my current school, but for the 
children of God that were on 
that wall. And I must say that, 
regarding the kids on that wall, 
my heart has been heavy. You 
see, the majority of those kids 
currently have nothing to do with 
the church or the Cornerstone. 
My situation is not a statistical 
anomaly. Our young people are 
leaving their faith at breakneck 
speed.  
 Revelation 12:15 gives us a de-
scription of what our young peo-
ple and God’s last day church is 
dealing with. The serpent, Satan, 
is trying to destroy and carry us 
away by flooding us with dis-
tractions and temptations. Satan 
doesn’t care how we are carried 

away, he just wants to take as 
many down with him as possible. 
He’ll also use anything, whether 
it is amoral or not. Television, 
music, social media, sports, 
books, internet, peers, parents, 
teachers, pastors, and church 
members are just a few of the 
tools Satan will use to carry our 
kids away. Yes, I included pas-
tors and church members - we 
can be the ones responsible for 
our kids walking out on Jesus 
Christ and His church. Do you 
realize how serious this is? 
Jesus tells us in Luke 17:2 that 
“It were better for him that a 
millstone were hanged about his 
neck, and he be cast into the 
sea, than that he should offend 
one of these little ones.” In the 
above list of Satan’s tools, which 
of those can you control? Only 
you. Only through the grace and 
power of Jesus Christ. 
There is a powerful statement 
found in Fundamentals of Chris-
tian Education p. 58, 59. It says, 
“Let it never be forgotten that 
the teacher must be what he de-
sires his pupils to become… He 
should be a man who fears God 
and feels the responsibility of 
His work… He who would control 
his pupils must first control him-
self. To gain their love, he must 
show by look and word and act 
that his heart is filled with love 
for them. At the same time, firm-
ness and decision are indispens-

able in the work of forming right 
habits, and developing noble 
characters.” 
This statement also applies to 
every home and church. You 
can easily insert parent or 
church member for the word 
teacher. How do you look, 
speak, and act towards our 
youth? It’s been said that much 
of education, and life itself, is 
“caught and not taught”. This I 
believe is key in our efforts to 
retain our young people in the 
kingdom of God. What will they 
catch from us? Will they “have 
a form of godliness, but deny 
the power thereof”? Or will they 
catch our love, sympathy and 
affection? In the same quote 
above, p. 58, it states “If they 
(you and me) would oftener 
gather the children about them, 
and manifest an interest in their 
work, and even in their sports, 
they would gain the love and 
confidence of the little ones…for 
love is the best teacher.” 
When I go back to visit my 
school, it thrills my heart that the 
pictures are still on the class-
room wall. I still pray for them. I 
love them. I pray that they come 
back to the One who is wait-
ing with open arms and with the 
invitation to “Come”.  Join me 
in asking for grace sufficient to 
“show by look and word and act 
that our heart is filled with love 
for them.”

LOOK, WORD, AND ACT 
 
By Trevor Schlisner

 “Let it  
   that the          must be  

what he desires his         to become…”
 never be forgotte

n
teacher pupils
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When my wife Mindy and I took 
the call to NNEC back in March 
of 2015, one of the things we 
discovered about Northern New 
England is that so many people 
have a strong desire and pas-
sion for our young people.  That 
was evident in the support of 
our summer camp programs, 
Camp Meeting programs, Path-
finders, Adventurers, and of 
course, our education system.
However, despite the enthusiasm 
and love for our young people, 
everywhere we went, mothers 
and dads, grandparents, uncles 
and aunts, shared with us sto-

ries of  young people that were 
struggling, or needing a phone 
call,  a visit, or even a simple 
prayer.  Despite NNEC’s strong 
support for our young people, we 
as a conference are still witness-
ing, to our dismay, an ever-grow-
ing crisis—that of losing so many 
of our young people.   As we 
traveled the conference we kept 
asking God to show us where to 
begin.  In response, God laid it 
on our hearts that we needed to 
deal first with the fire that was 
“destroying our house”.  
After thought and prayer, we 
decided that the critical service 

gap was among 
our young adult 
community, so 
we turned our 
focus there.  
Identifying this 
service gap was 
simply a pro-
cess of elimina-
tion.  After all, 
Camp Lawroweld 
and its summer 
camp program 
was doing well, 
thanks to the 
strong leadership 
of Pastor Harry 
and his amazing 

YOUNG ADULT  
COMMUNITY  
GROWING 
 
By Mark Tamaleaa 
 

family.  Pathfinders was going 
strong thanks to Paul and Bar-
bara Watson and their passion-
ate team of dedicated volunteers.  
Adventurers was transitioning into 
new leadership, and I am grate-
ful to Cindy Schlager and her 
team, for stepping up in a huge 
way with Spring Escape and 
Adventure Fun Day.  But every-
where else I turned people were 
desperate, as they talked about 
a young adult who had left the 
church, and asked what we 
were doing about it.  And so we 
began an intentional and system-
atic approach to doing a better 
job of loving young adults.  We 
drove all over the conference, 
meeting with pastors, teachers, 
parents, young adults, churches, 
and schools.  Everywhere we 
had one simple question: What 
could we do as a conference 
to come alongside and support 
young adults who were faith-
ful, and at the same time reach 
out to the staggering number of 
young adults who had left, or 
were leaving?
Over the course of the next six 
months we met with as many 
young adults as possible, with 
the sole purpose of just listening.  

Some 200 young adults filled every nook and corner of Camp Lawroweld for the  
2016 Young Adult retreat.  The deeply spiritual retreat is expected to be at maximum  
capacity again in 2017.

article continued on pg. 12
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God sometimes uses small and 
ordinary things to lead people to 
a much deeper relationship with 
Him.  Curiosity, for instance.  Or 
hunger.  
Some months ago a woman 
named Dianne James saw a 
group of people carrying bags of 
food out of the White Memorial 
Seventh-day Adventist Church in 
Portland, Maine.   Dianne knew 
the building was not a market 
and she was curious to know 
how it was that people were 
leaving there with food.  She 
was also hungry.  
Going inside, she found out that 
the church had a food pantry 
that distributed food to people 

who didn’t have enough each 
Thursday morning.  She was 
also told that the distribution 
time was over, but the members 
manning the pantry still rounded 
up a small bag of food for her 
and invited her to come back 
the following Thursday.  Before 
she left, I invited her to come to 
church, and Dianne responded 
by saying she would come 
“some Sunday”.  She was quite 
surprised to find out we wor-
shipped on Saturday, and was 
surprised to hear her say she 
would be in church on Saturday.  
And she was!  Then she came 
back the next week and told 
me that her friends who go to 
church had not invited her, but I 

had and so she was coming.  
Before long Dianne was helping 
in the church’s clothing minis-
try, a ministry where clothes are 
sorted and organized then given 
to who lack sufficient clothing.  
When Dianne and I got to know 
each other better, I invited her 
to study the Bible with me.  She 
went through a complete set of 
lessons – she had a real hunger 
for the word!   As we studied 
she started coming to church 
regularly.  Finally came the joyful 
day when Dianne was baptized. 
She is now a member of the 
White Memorial Church, and 
enjoys helping others – especially 
in the clothing ministry.

Diane James is shown just before her baptism by Pastor Donna Holland.  Pastor Glen Holland looks on. 
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Evangelism

A Field School of Evangelism 
is coming to the sisterhood of 
Adventist churches in Northern 
New England in 2018!  What 
is a field school? And why is 
this a big deal? A field school 
is a full evangelistic series that 
is widely promoted in the host 
community, and it doubles as a 
learning environment for pastoral 
students at Andrews University 
Theological Seminary.  The field 
school is sponsored by the North 
American Division Evangelism In-
stitute (NADEI).  It is a big deal 
because hosting the field school 
allows us to partner with NADEI 
to mount a comprehensive evan-
gelism effort in one of the truly 
underserved large communities 
in the conference, and potentially 
plant a church.  
The Field School will take place 
in the twin cities of Lewiston/
Auburn in Central Maine in May 
of 2018.  Since evangelism is 
best learned by doing evange-
lism (as opposed to sitting in a 
classroom listening to lectures 
on evangelism) the seminary has 
developed the method of sending 
students into the field to assist 
and learn from a practicing evan-
gelist in a real life setting.  
At least six seminary students 
will come and assist the evange-
list.  This means we are being 
entrusted to help train pastors 
in the art of public proclamation.  
But there is actually a lot more 
going on than the training of 

seminary students and the hold-
ing of an evangelism campaign, 
because the conference is also 
asking all of our full-time pastors 
to come and support the series.  
Our goal for the field school is 
two-fold: First, to plant a new 
church in the wake of the series 
– we are praying that God will 
pour out such a blessing that a 
new church will form as a result 
of the field school.  Second, 
the field school will serve as 
an evangelistic refresher course 
for our pastoral team.  Though 
our pastors are already trained 
in the art of public evangelism 
a refresher course that exposes 
them to the cutting edge and 
best practices of evangelism 
will benefit our sisterhood of 
churches.  With the refresher 
experience and the enthusiasm 
it builds, our pastors will then be 
fitted to conduct a full message 
series in their own district.
The members of the Northern 
New England Conference live, 
work, and witness in the most 
secular and post-Christian region 
in the United States – it is literal-
ly the most extreme mission field 
in the North American Division.  
But with extreme challenges 
comes extreme power, and we 
praise God that He is guiding, 
blessing, and fitting us for His 
purpose!  The field school is just 
one more tangible manifestation 
of His leading and the unfolding 
of His plan.  

EVANGELISM FIELD SCHOOL 
COMING TO NNEC 2018!
By Bob Cundiff

FRIENDLY STUDENTS 
AND A WATERFRONT 
HOME  

A STORY OF HOW GOD WORKS
By Don Ball

The small Webb River School, 
the Christian school attached 
to the Seventh Day Adventist 
Church in Dixfield, Maine, is 
a school that has a dedicated 
teacher and some really friendly, 
courteous, outgoing students.  
The students were outgoing 
and, when the elderly woman 
who lived next door would visit 
them, the students would go out 
of their way to make her feel 
welcome and comfortable.  They 
would find special seating for 
her, and gather around to talk 
to her.  Over time, this elderly 
woman became friends with a 
succession of students, and was 
uniformly impressed by their 
kindness and love. 
In 2016, the students were sad-
dened to learn that the elderly 
woman had passed away.  A 
few months later, the whole 
church was surprised to learn 
that this woman had been so 
impressed with her young friends 
at the Webb River School that 
she had willed her four-bedroom, 
river-front home to the church!  
The donated home had come 
at a time when work was being 
done on the new outreach build-
ing and resources are needed, 

article continued on pg. 10 article continued on pg. 12
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By Ted Huskins
Let me explain our situation in this 
Conference as simply and suc-
cinctly as I possibly can:  Christi-
anity in Northern New England is 
dying and we have become the 
most extreme mission field in the 
North American Division.  Stop 
and think about that for a minute:  
The place where Seventh-day 
Adventism was born is the place 
where it is most visibly dying.   
What is going on?  Well, here is 
a clue:  If you look at a list of the 
ten most secular cities in all of the 
United States, you will find that all 
of our major population centers in 
NNEC are on the list.  That’s right 
– Manchester, New Hampshire as 
well as Portland, Maine, and Burl-
ington, Vermont are all on the list 
of the top ten most secular cities 
in the United States.  California, 
with its hundreds of cities, only 
has two places in the top ten.  
Northern New England is much, 
much more secular than California 
and well on its way to becoming 
as secular as Western Europe.  If 
vigorous measures are not taken, 
the sisterhood of Adventist church-
es here may dwindle to a mere 
shadow of itself in just one more 
generation.  
So what are we doing to expand 
God’s Kingdom in response to 
this challenge?  From reading the 
articles in this edition of the CoN-
NECtion magazine, you will be 
able to see the working parts of 
the aggressive, long-term, three-
pronged response that is currently 
being launched.  And perhaps the 
most exciting and innovative part 
of these responses is the church 
planting project; let me describe it 
to you.
From its very inception, the church 
planting project faced high hurdles.  
After all, the end-goal of such a 
project is to plant a church, and 
the general concept of a church 
among the public in Northern New 

England is of a white building 
with pews and a pulpit inside 
and where people meet to hear 
a sermon.  But how does this 
perception of a church relate to 
the majority post-Christian culture 
in our conference?  How does 
this perception of a church relate 
to a population that has already 
rejected the concept of “church” 
and that has rejected both reli-
gion and religiosity?  
Let me put it even more clearly:  
We can’t try and sell “church” to 
people who have decided they 
are completely uninterested in 
church.  Fortunately, we don’t 
have to.  It is not our job to pro-
claim “church”.  It is our job to 
proclaim Christ.  And proclaiming 
Christ still works, because even 
though the majority of people 
in our region have rejected 
“church”, many still have a deep 
hunger for spiritual knowledge, 
for a spiritual “connection” and 
for a real community of which 
they can be a part.  
Simply studying the problem and 
coming to understand it through 
this framing brought a great deal 
of clarity for conference leaders.  
And from this clarity flowed the 
basic project design:  A long-
term church planting project will 
be started that recruits tent-
making (self-supporting) “planters” 
who work in teams to raise up a 
company of new believers over a 
period of years.  The teams are 
made up of three to six young 
adults who among them have six 
critical spiritual gifts necessary 
for connecting with people, com-
municating, organizing, studying 
and praising  
the Lord as a group.
Essentially, the teams will go 
into an under-represented area, 
conduct friendship witness-
ing, bring their friends into their 
homes for group spiritual discus-

CHURCH PLANTING: A CHALLENGING NEW 
ERA EARNS A ROBUST RESPONSE

sions, and when there are enough 
people in a core group of spiritual 
seekers, slowly guide that group 
to become baptized Adventists and 
form their own congregation, which 
will focus on bringing the message 
of Christ to many others.  It may 
take years – possibly five or even 
eight years – to raise up a healthy 
congregation.  The project itself is 
open-ended and is designed to op-
erate for at least a decade.  
The plan is modeled on successful 
church planting efforts and it is a 
good, solid plan.  But even so there 
are tremendous hurdles to imple-
menting it.  Among these are two 
obvious ones – where will the plant-
ers come from, and, where will the 
planting efforts be focused?  Let’s 
take these significant hurdles one by 
one, starting with the planters.  The 
project is designed to launch as few 
as one and as many as four plants 
per year, with a total of some 
20 sites now targeted.  This is a 
massive, consuming effort that will 
probably require some 100 plant-
ers, all of whom are being asked to 
uproot, put their faith in Christ, and 
dedicate a portion of their lives to 
sacrificial service.  
How will we recruit all these people 
and how will applicants be sorted 
out to assure that those selected 
are likely to withstand the strain 
and stress of the mission?  These 
are critical questions.  The answer 
is that conference leadership will 
prayerfully look high and low for 
suitable, Spirit-driven recruits, includ-
ing youth gatherings, and mission-
training organizations.  However, 
the primary pillar in the recruiting 
plan is a partnership with Adventist 
Frontier Missions (AFM), which was 
formalized in January of this year.  
AFM is the premier church planting 
organization in the Adventist Church, 
and they specialize in cross-cultural 
plants.  AFM has planted mission-
aries all over the world, including 
in countries where it is illegal to 
proclaim Christ.  AFM trains its 
missionaries to become part of the 
local community, take time to under-
stand the world view and language 
of the people they work among, and 
then deliver the message of salva-
tion in a way that is understandable 
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within the world view and lan-
guage of the local people.  AFM 
launches about six new mission-
aries a year but receives some 
600 applications per year.  NNEC 
will work with AFM to try and 
recruit the would-be missionaries 
who “almost made it” into AFM’s 
program.  Returning AFM mis-
sionaries, complete with an amaz-
ing depth of experience, may also 
decide to join the planting effort in 
NNEC, likewise returning student 
missionaries.  Since AFM vets 
their applicants so thoroughly, this 
partnership is of tremendous ben-
efit to the project because AFM is 
already doing a job that is simply 
too large and complex for the con-
ference to undertake.    
All of these arrangements in 
preparation for forming 
and fielding the planting 
teams point to an obvious 
gap: where will the plant-
ing teams be settled?  The 
question is an absolutely 
critical one, and answering 
it correctly strongly influ-
ences the probability of 
success for the project.  In 
struggling to answer this 
question, the team spent 
some time looking at maps 
of where our churches are 
and trying to decide on 
good places to field plant-
ing teams.  After doing 
this for a while, the team 
knew it would need a good 
demographic analysis, and 
it also knew it couldn’t af-
ford such an analysis.  The 
team working on the project 
wrestled with it for some 
time before the Lord pro-
vided a clear and inspired 
solution to our Director of 
Evangelism, Scott Chris-
tiansen: what if we utilized 
the corporate demograph-
ics of another organization, 
like Wal-Mart?  The solu-
tion was brilliant.  Since 
Wal-Mart can’t move their 
stores, they spend a tre-
mendous amount of money 
making sure that their 
stores are in population and 
traffic hubs and are exactly 

the right size and have exactly 
the right products for the area 
population.  And, while Wal-Mart 
won’t allow access to its demo-
graphic data, they can’t hide the 
results of their analysis – the 
location and size of their stores.  
Scott simply overlaid a map of 
churches in the conference over 
a map of Wal-Mart stores, and 
the results were jaw-dropping:  
most our churches are within 
ten miles of a Wal-Mart but 
there are 16 Wal-Mart stores 
in the region that do not have 
an Adventist church within ten 
miles.  Some stores do not have 
an Adventist church within 20 
miles.  And in some areas there 
are such large populations that a 
single Adventist church is sur-
rounded by a cluster of Wal-Mart 

stores, indicating that there is the 
potential for several more Adven-
tist churches in that area.  All in 
all, there are some 20 sites where 
churches can and will be planted 
as part of this project.  
The church planting project has 
been launched and recruitment of 
the first team is underway.  If you 
know of someone that you think 
might be interested in being a mis-
sionary planter, please have them 
contact me at thuskins@nnec.org.  
And please know that you can 
support and advance this project 
as a partner!  Your prayer and 
financial support of the planters and 
the people they are introducing to 
Christ is critical!  If the Lord is call-
ing you to give to this critical proj-
ect please specify NNEC Church 
Planting on your tithe envelope.

The above map shows the initial priority areas for church plants.  It will likely take the 
sisterhood of churches up to a decade to tackle these areas before turning to the sec-
ond tier of priority areas for church planting.  Priority areas not seen on this map are 
Littleton, New Hampshire and Newport, Maine. 
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so in this respect it was an 
answer to prayer.  
The Dixfield Church is now sell-
ing this home.   The four bed-
room, one bath home, with a 2 
car detached garage, is on a ¾ 
acre parcel off a very quiet side 
street on the outskirts of the vil-
lage.  For more information on 
the home, please contact Fred 
Hellenberg at 207-562-8870.

By Bob Cundiff 
Conference President

As I mentioned in my article on 
page 2 of this magazine, the 
Northern New England Confer-
ence recently kicked off a long-
term church-strengthening initia-
tive with the help of Dr. Tom 
Evans of the North American 
Division Evangelism Institute. In 
January Dr. Evans guided our 
pastors to a basic understand-
ing of “Natural Church Develop-
ment” (NCD), which is a process 
as opposed to an event.  Dr. 
Evans literally “wrote the book” 
on Natural Church Development, 
so it was a privilege to have 
him train our pastors.  The NCD 
process starts with assessing 
and understanding church health, 
which is critical because healthy 
(and growing) churches score 
high in eight specific areas:

• empowering leadership
• gift-based ministry
• passionate spirituality
• effective structures
• inspiring worship
• holistic small groups
• need oriented evangelism
• loving relationships.

Perhaps a church is healthy in, 
say, five of these eight areas.  
That is a very solid foundation 
to build on and only three areas 
need to be worked on before the 
church is “hitting on all eight” so 
to speak.  One of the things we 
find is that all these areas work 
together so that the whole is 
more than the sum of its parts.
Thus far, a number of churches 
have decided to engage in the 
NCD process and I am hopeful 
that every church in the confer-

ence will eventually participate.  
You will be able to read updates 
in the pages of this magazine 
from churches that have em-
barked on the process.  The 
NCD process begins when a 
church decides to engage and 
conducts the initial evaluation 
in order to gauge strength in 
the above core areas.  When a 
church completes its evaluation 
it will be quite obvious which of 
the eight areas are the weak-
est, and it is those weak areas 
that the church concentrates 
on strengthening. Research has 
shown that when the lowest 
scoring areas are strengthened 
churches naturally begin to grow.  
The effort is off to a good start 
- pastors now have a work-
ing knowledge of NCD and can 
begin to discuss NCD with their 
churches and schedule assess-
ments. In the process, churches 
are not working alone - leaders 
experienced in NCD approach 
will help churches interpret as-
sessment results and understand 
the areas of church life that may 
be inhibiting growth.  
It is exciting to have such a 
powerful assessment tool and 
such a powerful follow-up pro-
cess at work in our conference.  
And it is even more exciting to 
know that these powerful tools 
are already being deployed.  But 
the most exciting thing of all is 
the knowledge that this process 
will result in churches that will 
naturally begin to grow, which 
means that people who do not 
know Christ will find Him through 
the ministry of our congregations.  
Now that is exciting!

NATURAL CHURCH DEVELOPMENT 
INITIATIVE LAUNCHED

Friendly Students...Home 
article continued from pg. 7

church interpret survey results, 
and understand the areas of 
church life that may be inhibit-
ing growth.  We are hopeful that 
every church in our conference 
will participate in an NCD sur-
vey. We believe that this tool 
can help our churches become 
healthy churches, so they can 
naturally begin to grow.  That’s 
why it’s called, “Natural Church 
Development.”
Let me tie all this together for 
you: add everything up and what 
you have is a comprehensive 
effort to reinvigorate existing 
churches through outreach, and 
through a systematic analysis of 
areas that can be strengthened.  
Then, added to that, there is 
an aggressive effort to raise up 
new churches in areas where we 
do not currently have congrega-
tions.  It is a full-court press and 
we feel that such an aggressive 
approach is necessary, given the 
increasingly secular nature of our 
region and given the shortness 
of time that is apparent from the 
fulfillment of prophecy around us.   
What’s next?  You’ll be hear-
ing more about these initiatives 
in upcoming communications, 
and also at Camp Meeting, but 
please begin to pray now for 
these bold new initiatives.  Ask 
God to send us the willpower, 
the planters, and the resources 
to further develop His Kingdom 
in this corner of His vineyard.

One Cohesive Conference-Wide Effort 
article continued from pg. 2
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THE BANGOR  
DISCIPLE MODEL 
A pilot effort in Christian 
Relationship Evangelism

By Shawn Brace
If you were to show up at Ban-
gor Church’s Sabbath morning 
gathering, there is a very good 
chance that you’d be quite un-
derwhelmed by the service. We 
don’t have the best music, the 
largest attendance, or a finely-
tuned program. And it’s certainly 
safe to say we don’t have the 
best preaching—especially when 
I’m the one doing it.
There is something happen-
ing, however—but it’s happening 
below the surface, almost unde-
tected.
Over the last 18 months or so, 
through many ups-and-downs, 
the church has been slowly 
transitioning in its understanding 
and practice of what it means to 
be “church” and what it means 
to be on mission and do evan-
gelism. No longer do we place 
all—or even most —of our eggs 
in the Sabbath morning basket, 
thinking that our main task is to 
put on a good worship service. 
And we have rejected “tradi-
tional” forms of evangelism in 
which one person does most of 
the work, while the rest of the 
church members simply invite 
their friends to show up for 
meetings.
Now, the church recognizes that 
our main purpose as a church 
is to “go and make disciples.” 
We’ve not been called to put on 
good programs in our building; 
we’ve been called to go out into 
our neighborhoods and towns, 
to bless and serve and show 
the gospel through our lives. 
We’ve been called to recognize 
that church, evangelism, mis-
sion, is an all-of-life thing where article continued on pg. 12

everyone is always living out the 
gospel.
The reason for this change is 
two-fold: one, because it’s a 
biblical imperative (see Matthew 
28:19-20 and John 17:15-18). 
And two, because it is a socio-
logical necessity. The reality is, 
living in the post-Christendom/
post-church age which we do 
in all of Northern New England, 
we simply cannot put on good 
programs and expect people 
to come to us. We must go to 
them—and we must all live out 
the gospel, lest our message is 
contradicted by our lives. Fur-
ther, people—both within and 
without the church—are craving 
authentic community. But the 
reality is, our Sabbath morning 
worship services don’t facilitate 
true community, especially when 
the majority of our time is spent 
sitting as passive spectators.
Practically speaking, this under-
standing has shifted how we’ve 
structured our church. In order to 
“go and make disciples,” we’ve 
recognized that this requires 
three core ingredients: commu-
nity, mission, and discipleship—all 
founded on the gospel. In order 

to truly make disciples we must 
practice all three of these things.
This has resulted in us placing 
most of our attention and en-
ergy into forming what are called 
“missional communities” which 
are basically small, outward-fo-
cused groups of 12-25 persons. 
They become an “extended 
family” in which the members 
“do life together,” living out the 
gospel toward one another and 
toward the particular mission 
field God has called them to 
reach—which may be a particular 
neighborhood or a network of 
relationships.
These communities focus on 
their mission field by living 
out the gospel in very tangible 
ways—by blessing, serving, and 
investing in those within that 
particular mission field. This may 
express itself in many different 
ways, such as committing to a 
neighbor long-term, and serving 
them whenever they need help, 
and then inviting them deeper 
into your life and into your 
community, perhaps through an 
invitation to join your missional 
community for a meal sometime. 
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We listened to their concerns and 
their needs while showing them 
the compassion and unconditional 
love of Jesus.  We made head-
way – our first young adult event 
had over 100 young adults join us 
for a weekend of unplugging, spir-
itual revival, and connecting with 
other young adults.  I credit the 
prayers of all those involved in 
Prayer Ministries. Our dear friend 
Kelly Veilleux enlisted prayer war-
riors to give us over 36 hours of 
minute by minute prayer coverage! 
To God be the glory and praise!  
There is power in prayer!  
It was an amazing spirit filled 
weekend.  The following year 
we held our second young adult 
retreat and this time we had over 
200 on Sabbath.  Our young adult 
community was growing!  On 
the last day of both retreats we 
prayerfully challenged our young 
adults to get involved in their 
churches, and to love on other 
young adults better. 
As we begin our third year here 
in 2017, we have tackled cam-
pus ministries on public university 
campuses led by my dear friend 
Gary Blanchard Sr.  Gary has 
such a love and passion for our 
young adult community and I am 
so grateful for his leadership.  We 
have begun the next phase of 
our young adult initiative as we 
begin locating and trying to con-
nect with over 500 young adults 
between the ages of eighteen – 
thirty, found in our database. We 

are constantly adding to that list 
as we frequently come across 
parents who ask us to connect 
with their young adult who is no 
longer attending church.  The list 
has grown, but our youth and 
young adult leadership team has 
grown also.  We currently have 
some 30 leaders who love on 
youth and young adults simply 
because they feel led by God.  
Pray for us as this team tries 
to reclaim many of our young 
adults who have left the church. 

And as such individuals wit-
ness and observe your life for 
an extended period of time, they 
are inevitably being discipled by 
the gospel and implicitly making 
decisions about the Jesus they 
encounter in you.
To put it simply, we believe that 
the greatest evangelism that can 
occur is when ordinary people 
do everyday things with gospel 
intentionality. All we are called 
to then, is to do what we nor-
mally do—work, play, study, eat, 
live—but with the recognition that 
our lives implicitly witness to the 
Christ we follow.  As Ellen White 
says, “The strongest argument in 
favor of the gospel is a loving 
and lovable Christian” (Ministry 
of Healing, p. 470).
Thus far, the Bangor Church 
has one missional community, 
consisting of eight adults who 
are living in mission and fellow-

ship with one an-
other.  It has been 
empowering for these 
members to realize 
that the way we do 
evangelism does not 
consist of knocking 
on strangers’ doors, 
handing out gospel 
tracts to random 
people, or working up 
the courage to invite 
a co-worker to a 
series of meetings. It 

The Bangor Disciple Model 
article continued from pg. 11

Young Adult Community Growing  
article continued from pg. 5

consists of intentionally living out 
the gospel in the spheres of influ-
ence in which we already reside, 
inviting people deeper into our 
lives and then being prepared to 
give an “answer for the hope that 
is in [us]” (1 Peter 3:15) when 
such questions naturally arise.  
As of this writing these eight 
members are discipling 15-20 not-
yet-Adventists by living out the 
gospel and serving and blessing 
them over an extended period of 
time. And when some of these 
people, by God’s grace, choose 
to become a part of our commu-
nity and want to be disciples of 
Christ themselves, they’ll already 
know what that looks like be-
cause they’ve been observing 
it in us for a long time. Such 
an approach has the power to 
garner exponential growth, not 
simply the growth by addition 
that frequently happens with our 
traditional evangelism—where one 
person is preaching to multiple 
people. 
We are about to embark on a 
four-week “pilot missional com-
munity,” in which the rest of the 
church has been invited to try 
out a missional community with 
the hopes of launching multiple 
groups. The great hope is that 
everyone in the Bangor Church 
will both be discipled by some-
one else and make disciples of 
someone else. Every member a 
missionary; every member liv-
ing out the gospel and making 
disciples; every member experi-
encing authentic and meaningful 
community, and impacting the 
greater Bangor area with the 
gospel by living lives of blessing 
and service.
Yes, there will still be Sabbath 
morning gatherings, of course—
but it will be less of a program 
and more of a family of com-
munities that gather together to 
celebrate what God has been 
doing throughout the week in and 
through the smaller communities. 
Real church is what takes place 
the rest of the week as we live 
in community and live on mission.
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David Lanyi (left) and pastor Jo-
sias Roman-Baez (center) assist a 
swaddled community member with 
a hot foot bath.

THE HEALING  
PROJECT:  CHRIST’S 
METHOD ALONE
 
By Scott Christiansen

The Ellsworth Church in 
DownEast Maine has launched 
a novel healing project, and it is 
gaining some real interest in the 
local community.  The project is 
based on the fairly simple idea 
that people resist the idea of 
changing their health practices 
but they are interested in get-
ting relief from the aches, pains, 
and other symptoms related to 
lifestyle choices and living in a 
toxic world.  The project uses 
healing to introduce people to 
opportunities for true spiritual 
change, and by doing so it uses 
the same approach that Christ 
used in His ministry.  
It has been said that if people 
knew they had a disease that 
required them to change their 
lifestyle – by which I mean diet 
and exercise habits – or face 
death within 90 days, only about 
10% would make substantial 
changes to their lifestyle.  The 
point is, people really don’t like 
to change their lifestyles.  But 
they do want relief from symp-
toms of disease and sickness 
and, once the project has helped 
them achieve that, then there 
are opportunities for further 
learning and lifestyle changes.  
The project teaches participants 
six separate hydrotherapy (which 
means “water-treatment”) meth-
ods.  These simple, natural, yet 
very effective forms of treat-
ment can provide very significant 
relief from joint pain, headaches, 
congestion, muscle tension, etc.  
However, the true strength of the 
project lies not only in the ef-
fectiveness of the treatment, but 
in the relationships that are built 
during the training and education 
of the community participants.  
Over the course of the six-week 
program participants get to know 

and grow comfortable with the 
church members that help teach 
them hydrotherapy methods. 
On a recent Sunday afternoon, 
the basement of the Ellsworth 
church was filled to capacity.  
Not only were there a dozen 
community members in atten-
dance (the maximum number the 
project can accommodate), but 
there were also some 18 church 
members working as staff for the 
project as hydro-therapy trainers, 
kid-wranglers, prayer warriors, 
or general support staff.  Con-
ference President Bob Cundiff 
was visiting and observing and 
what stood out for him was that 
the room was not only packed, 
but it was also downright joyful.  
Returning community members 
hugged and joked with church 
members, then traded stories 
about using the previous week’s 
hydrotherapy method at home.  
The program was led by Jai 
Hewlett, a confident and charm-
ing young man who loves the 
Lord and who was extensively 
trained in hydrotherapy and natu-
ral healing methods at Uchee 
Pines Institute in Alabama.  Jai 
started with a lecture on how to 
make a clay poultice, and the 
lecture contained a series of 
compelling spiritual points that 
together formed an underlying 
sermonette.  After the lecture, 
the participants teamed up with 
their trainers, and were taught 
how to give a hot foot bath.  
This sounds simple.  It’s not.  
The “hot foot bath” involved six 
of the participants being swad-
dled in warm blankets while their 
feet soaked in a hot Epsom-salt 
solution.  A cool cloth on their 
head completed the treatment.  
The treatment achieves several 
effects, one of which is to clear 
the sinuses.  One of the com-
munity members sat, wide-eyed 
and swaddled in blankets, pro-
claiming, “I can breathe!  I can 
actually breathe!”
The project brings caring church 
members into close and sup-
portive contact with community 
members in need.  It acts out 
in real life the admonition found 

in Ministry of Healing, page 143:  
“Christ’s method alone will give 
true success in reaching the 
people. The Savior mingled with 
men as one who desired their 
good.”
The project is the result of col-
laboration between the confer-
ence evangelism department and 
the Ellsworth Church, which is 
the “pilot” church implementing 
this model.  This pilot is meant 
to demonstrate the steps neces-
sary to help a church launch a 
health-based ministry where none 
previously existed, and thus 
join with sister churches in the 
conference in having a health 
ministry.  The project is also 
meant to approach the communi-
ty from a perspective of offering 
relief from symptoms as opposed 
to offering to change health 
habits.  The Ellsworth Church 
will complete a second pro-
gram series, then efforts will be 
made to replicate the project to 
other churches, with support and 
training either from Ellsworth or 
Uchee Pines or churches in the 
conference that have established 
health ministries.  If your church 
wants to know more about this 
project, call Scott Christiansen at 
the Northern New England Con-
ference, (207-797-3760 ext. 223).
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THE HOLY LAND - 
We’re Going in December 
and We Want You Along!
By Ted Huskins

Last fall I invited members of the 
conference to join with confer-
ence leaders and pastors on a 
trip to the Holy Land.  Now, just 
to be clear, we’re not talking 
about watching a video of the 
Holy Land or going to a Holy 
Land theme park or some other 
activity that could be called “trip 
to the Holy Land”.  No – we’re 
actually getting on an airplane 
and flying to Israel and there 
taking a guided tour to some of 
the most meaningful sites men-
tioned in the Bible!  And, you’ll 
get to do this in the company of 
other members, as well as some 
pastors and conference leader-
ship.  This is, without exaggera-
tion, a once-in-a-lifetime oppor-
tunity.  So far, about 60 people 
are signed up!
In December 2017, our group 
will take off from New York on 
the start of an eleven-day tour 
of the Holy Land.  We’ll land in 
Israel to start the tour. Every-
thing we need – buses, guides, 
hotels, food, (except lunch) – is 
all included in the price of the 
trip.  EO Travel, the tour com-
pany that we’re working with, 
has allowed us to customize the 
itinerary to include some really 

incredible sights that many tours 
don’t include.  
A journey to Israel will impact 
your spiritual life more than any 
trip you will ever take. Imag-
ine the blessing of walking the 
Garden of Gethsemane with your 
pastor, imagine standing before 
the Wailing Wall and taking 
in the scope of history repre-
sented. Imagine standing with 
your conference leaders atop Mt. 
Carmel where Elijah challenged 
the prophets of Baal. Imagine 
sitting on the shore of the Sea 
of Galilee, quietly contemplating 
the life Christ. 
For those that want to stay a 
little longer we have arranged for 
a special extension to the coun-
try of Jordan and the famous 

The Temple Mount

city of Petra. Petra is a rare ar-
chaeological site and well worth 
the extra time and expense.
I invite you to join me in go-
ing to the Holy Land to gain a 
deeper understanding of Christ’s 
ministry.  The cost is $3,098 
per person, and that includes 
almost everything, (You will only 
be responsible for lunch and any 
souvenirs you want).  The price 
includes a New York departure.  
Departures from local airports 
will cost a bit more.  We’re con-
sidering chartering a bus to New 
York in order to reduce costs, so 
stay tuned for updates on that.  
To reserve a spot on the tour, 
you need to do two things:  
First, contact Rita Smith at the 
conference office and get your 
name on our “interested” list so 
we can be communicating with 
you.   You can call Rita at (207) 
797-3760 ex. 214 or email her 
at rsmith@nnec.org.  The second 
thing you need to do is start 
planning to pay in installments, 
with the final payment due Sep-
tember 15.
If you have any questions about 
the trip, please feel free to call 
me here at the conference office 
– I’d love the opportunity to talk 
to you about the trip. 
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The Penultimate Page

This page in the CoNNECtion 
magazine, the page right before 
the last page (which is what 
“penultimate” means), is sup-
posed to focus on the fulfillment 
of prophecy around us.When we 
embarked on this page there 
was a sense of risk – what 
would we do if there was noth-
ing to write about, no apparent 
fulfillment of prophecy?  Well, so 
far that has not been a prob-
lem.  In fact, for this edition it 
is more a matter of having too 
much to write about. Let’s start 
with conflict.  In Matthew 24:6-8, 
Jesus told His disciples what the 
over-arching and initial signs of 
His imminent coming would be:  
dramatic increases in conflict, 
hunger, and disease.  For the 
last several years, world lead-
ers have been alarmed at the 
levels of active conflict, and far 
more alarmed at the levels of 
potential or emerging conflict 
(this fits perfectly with the “wars 
and rumors of wars” in the text 
cited above).  All that is needed 
is a trigger, and the world today 
is full of triggers.  Interestingly, 
religion is being blamed by some 
as a trigger. And the blame is 
not entirely misplaced in an era 
of religious radicalism.  But any 
time religion is being blamed 
for the ills of society, students 
of prophecy should start paying 
keen attention.   Another emerg-
ing but potentially significant 
force on the world stage right 
now is the increasing willingness 
of peopleto move away from 
liberal democracy as a govern-
ing model and toward authori-
tarian or corporatist models of 
governance.  A recent study1 
indicates that one in six people 
in the US think it would be good 
for the army to rule the na-

tion; an increase of some 250% 
over the last 20 years.The trend 
is strongest among the young.  
Only some 30% of millennials 
think it is “essential” for them to 
live in a democracy.  The trends 
are the same or stronger on an 
international basis.  The reason 
this is important in the context 
of prophecy is because a global 
move toward liberal democracy 
has characterized the last 50 
years of relative peace and pros-
perity for the world, and moves 
toward authoritarian governments 
typically bring with them signifi-
cantly increased risks of conflict.  
Also, and critically, religious 
liberty is typically constrained by 
authoritarian governments.   But 
this global risk to religious liberty 
pales in comparison to legislative 
changes that have already begun 
the breaking down of the barri-
ers between church and state in 
the US.  At the annual National 
Prayer Breakfast in Washington 
DC (keynoted by Senate Chap-
lain Barry Black, an Adventist), 
the President spoke and an-
nounced that he would “destroy” 
the Johnson Amendment, which 
was enacted in 1954 and is 
a very significant part of the 
separation of church and state 
in America.  The amendment 
prohibits tax exempt organiza-
tions from promoting political 
campaigns or candidates.  With 
that amendment gone, some 
churches will become extremely 
active, not just in promoting 
a candidate or a party, but in 
promoting specific legislation as 
well.  When this happens, the 
potential for limiting the voice of 
any one religious group dramati-
cally increases.  Shortly after the 
president’s address, legislation 
was introduced in Congress to 

eliminate the Johnson amend-
ment.   Taken altogether, it 
seems we are seeing very 
definite signs that the world is 
rushing headlong into an era of 
less stability, more conflict, more 
resource shortages, more direct 
linkages between government 
and religion, and an increasing 
willingness to turn toward au-
thoritarian governance models.  
It seems we are but waiting for 
the other shoe to drop on a 
number of fronts.  But then, why 
wait?  Do we need to see the 
unmistakable fulfillment of proph-
ecy on multiple fronts before we 
bring ourselves to action, and 
begin witnessing to those in our 
social networks?  Hopefully not.  
Rather than waiting, we should 
be increasingly brave about joy-
fully sharing Christ with others.  
We should be constantly planting 
seeds, and attending to those 
that sprout.  The last events will 
be rapid ones – this is some-
thing we all know.  And judging 
by the fulfillment of prophecy, 
and by the general direction of 
world events so far in 2017, we 
are making great strides toward 
those rapid last events.  

NOT WAITING FOR THE OTHER 
SHOE TO DROP
 
By Scott Christiansen 

The penultimate page is the one right before the last one.  But here it means  
something extra, as we live in the penultimate age – the one right before the end.  
This page will feature a variety of writers talking about the fulfillment of prophecy.

1 See “The Danger of Deconsolidation: 
A Democratic Disconnect” by Yascha 
Mounk and Roberto Foa in the July 
2016 edition of the Journal of Democracy
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 Save the Date!   
Camp Meeting will be held  

July 14-22!   
Main tent speakers for the 2017  

camp meeting are  
outstanding and include:

    Dick Stenbakken  
        - "First Person" Preacher

     John Nixon II  
       - Pastor of the Decatur  
         Church In Georgia

     Conrad Vine  
      - President of Adventist  
         Frontier Missions
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For an updated events  
calendar, please visit  
Northern New England Conference’s 
web site: www.NNEC.org

For frequently  
updated news and  
interest items, please 
“like” NNEC’s page  
on Facebook! 


