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Bob Cundiff,  Conference President
You have heard the expression, “He’ll 
give you the shirt off his back!”  It is 
a compliment of sorts.  It speaks of 
one with an unselfish person who fol-
lows the Christian admonition of plac-
ing others before themselves.  If this 
common phrase has ever been used to 
describe you then you should consider 
yourself blessed by the person who 
said it.  
Back in December, I preached at the 
Bangor Church.  During the announce-
ment time, a member interviewed 
12-year-old Merrisa who is a seventh 
grader at North Star Christian School.  
Though she attends our school, Mer-
risa and her family are not members.   
During the interview, Merrisa said she 
recently visited a homeless shelter and 
asked a staff member what items of 
clothing the shelter needed most.  The 
staff member said it was socks. “Peo-
ple think to bring in blankets, jackets, 
hats and gloves but no one thinks about 
bringing socks so we never have any.”  
Seeing an opportunity to be a blessing, 
Merrisa set a goal of collecting 300 
pairs of socks for the shelter.

This Is the Last Edition of the  
Conference CoNNECtion  

Newsletter
The CoNNECtion Editor
You read that right.  
This is the last edi-
tion of the Confer-
ence CoNNECtion 
newsletter.  It is be-
ing replaced with 
the CoNNECtion 
magazine, due out 
in July.  The CoN-
NECtion magazine will have 
more pages, more feature articles, and 
is designed to more deeply explore the 
issues, challenges, and opportunities 
that face the sisterhood of churches in 
Northern New England.  
Why are we changing the CoNNEC-
tion?  It’s pretty simple, really.  In an 
era where more and more members 
get their news and information elec-
tronically, a newsletter that prints 
brief articles on events that happened 
up to five months ago is probably not 
filling a true need in the conference.  
The conference has a Facebook page 
which provides timely news articles 
with pictures (and video).  The same 
material is being made available on the 
“news” portion of the conference web 
site (www.nnec.org), so the need for 
a newsletter is significantly reduced.  
What the conference does need, how-
ever, is a magazine that looks more 
deeply at the trends and challenges our 

NNEC Tithe Envelopes  
Undergoing Redesign

Ted Huskins, Conference Executive Sec-
retary
We are excited about the Heritage Cen-
ter with a projected grand opening this 
spring. In preparation, we have been 
sorting through all sorts of historic ma-
terials.  One thing that has caught my 
eye in this process are the old offer-
ing envelopes that a member donated 
along with a box of small historical 
items. In looking at them, it is obvious 
that they have evolved a little over the 
years to meet changing needs in chang-
ing times.  
That being the case, I guess you could 
say we’re making history in NNEC 
because we are currently undergoing 
a complete redesign of our tithe en-
velopes, and we’re doing it in order 
to meet changing needs in changing 
times.  People are using new ways to 
give faithfully their tithes and offer-
ings, and in doing so they have differ-
ent preferences.  Some want a recurring 
monthly donation option, and some 
want to be able to donate spontaneous-
ly online from the pew.  Others want to 
continue giving tithes and offerings the 
way they are currently doing it.
The new tithe envelope tries to facili-
tate all these different ways of faith-
fully supporting the Lord’s work.  One 
thing the new envelope has is a QR 
code, or a “checkerboard square.”  Ask 
any teenager. They will tell you that 
QR codes, when read with a smart 
phone, take the user to a web site or 
video or other function.  In this case, 
when someone scans the QR code on 
the tithe envelope, they will be taken to 
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The Pope's Recent Visit to America

By Bob Cundiff Like many of you I followed the Pope's recent visit to America 

with great interest.  How could I not?!  Our unique prophetic 

understanding gives Adventists special insight into the role 

the papal system will play in the final events of earth’s history.  

That which we were told was far-fetched a quarter of a cen-

tury ago grows increasingly less so with the development of 

the global economy, fear of terrorism and trend toward ecu-

menical collaboration.  
Let me be clear - I'm not one who thinks there is a Jesuit 

lurking behind every bush, nor am I the sensationalist who 

predicts that the national Sunday law is but weeks away ev-

ery time the Pope sneezes.  Having grown up Adventist, I've 

witnessed too many false alarms and have been embarrassed 

by the premature predictions that have fallen from the lips of 

some well-meaning but misguided church members (includ-

ing myself!).  But this last visit was truly unprecedented.  As I watched the 

downscaled version of the pope-mobile (a Fiat!) snake its way 

through downtown Washington amongst throngs of worship-

ers and well-wishers, my mind went to Revelation 13:3, "And 

I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his 

deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after 

the beast."  To say that Pope Francis has ascended to rock star status is an 

inadequate word picture only to the degree that not everyone 

likes rock. After all, who could disagree with his message of 
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Bordoville ChurCh  
           Celebrates 151st anniversary

By Scott Christiansen
The Bordoville Adventist Church in Bordoville, Vermont, is 

the oldest purpose-built church in the denomination.  In other 

words, it is the oldest Adventist church that was built as an 

Adventist church.  This living piece of history had its annual 

meeting on Sabbath, September 19.  The service was attended 

by some 230 people, who gathered in perfect late summer 

weather to hear the Sabbath School lesson and sermon by 

special guest speaker Dr. Samaan of Southern Adventist Uni-

versity.  �here was a very specific reason that �r. �amaan traveled 

from Tennessee to Bordoville to speak.  Above and beyond 

the delight of speaking at the oldest purpose-built church in 

the denomination, there was the fact that Dr. Samaan is the 

mentor and former professor of Pastor Cornel Preda, pastor of 

the Bordoville church, and in the afternoon of this high Sab-

bath, Dr. Samaan would participate in the ordination of Pastor 

Preda and would lay upon him the ordination mantle.  

As it turned out, Dr. Samaan is also the former professor of 

conference president, Bob Cundiff and conference secretary, 

Ted Huskins, both of whom were present for the day. Dr. Sa-

maan enjoyed teasing his former students and “grading” them 

on various tasks throughout the day. He may have focused his 

wit on his former students, but with his personable speaking 

style� it wasn’t long before �r. �amaan made everyone in the 

congregation feel familiar 

with him.  Pastor Preda officiated over 

the annual meeting and told 

the story of the Bordoville 

Church, which was built 

through the conviction of 

the Bordo brothers, Augus-

tine and Daniel, who were 

new converts to Adventism.  

The Bordoville Church, 

which is in the countryside 

and quite close to the Cana-dian border, 
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A Church That Works
Bob Cundiff, Conference President

I praise the Lord for our dedicated, active, 
and creative churches!  I am humbled and 
honored to lead in a conference where 
each church is active in the Lord.  In this 
edition of the CoNNECtion, we look at 
what our churches are doing to reach out 
to their community.  Let me condense the 
level of activity down to two words: ex-
tremely active!  Look at the articles start-
ing on page 4.  You might get some ideas 
for things that would perhaps work in your 
church.  On the other hand, you might just 
be re-energized about the projects you are 
already working on.  Now, not every activ-
ity by every church is represented in the 
articles or map, so where we did not cap-
ture everything, please forgive us.  Nev-
ertheless, this I am sure of: if you take a 
look at what is happening, you will join 
me in concluding that we are members of a 
church that works.  Praise the Lord!

Tithe Up 1.1% in 2015
The CoNNECtion Editor
Is a one percent increase in tithe cause for celebration?  Absolutely!  
Praise the Lord!  The sisterhood of churches in Northern New England 
experienced a reduction in tithe during the years following the Great 
Recession (2008).  Those painful years required significant cuts.  The 
increase seen in 2015 is the second year that tithe has increased, and 
the 2015 increase was larger than the 2014 increase.  The faithful giv-
ing of Adventists in Northern New England allowed the conference to 
adopt a balanced budget for 2016.  Praise the Lord!

A drop in tithe and offerings linked to the Great Recession ('08) finally 
bottomed out in 2013 and, praise the Lord, slight increases were regis-
tered in 2014 and 2015.  Compare tithe fluctuations with increases in 
the Consumer Price Index (CPI), a measure of inflation, and you will 
see that tithe increases did not match inflation over the period.  

NNEC’s online offering site, allowing them to complete their online 
giving quickly and easily using their smart phone.  Also included in 
the new tithe envelope is a small form for initiating recurring pay-
ments from credit or debit cards or checking accounts.  
In order to refine the design of the new envelopes, they will go into 
use in just a handful of churches during the first half of 2016, and 
feedback from those churches will help determine the final design of 
the new envelopes, which should be in general use throughout the 
conference by the end of the year.  
For as long as there is work to be done for the Lord, there will be a 
need for resources to advance that work.  Our prayer is that the Lord 
comes quickly and that this new envelope inspires generosity and mo-
bilizes resources to hasten His coming.

NNEC Tithe Envelopes (continued from page 1)

Last Edition of the  
Conference CoNNECtion  
(continued from page 1)

sisterhood of churches is facing, along 
with potential solutions to those challeng-
es and profiles of projects and outreaches 
that are working.  The new CoNNECtion 
will provide all that and more.
How can our little conference afford a 
magazine?  Well, it will be a small mag-
azine – 16 pages – and it will come out 
three times a year – March, July and No-
vember.  Compare this to the 12 pages of 
the CoNNECtion that has come out four 
times a year and you see that we are print-
ing and mailing the same number of pages 
each year, but with one less mailing we 
will actually save a little money.  
We continue to try to meet the needs of the 
churches and members in the conference.  
As usual, we really (really!) appreciate 
your opinions and critiques, so please feel 
free to call or write me and let me know 
what you think when you see the new 
CoNNECtion magazine in July.  
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When the interviewer asked how many pairs she needed 
to reach her goal, she said she was up to 400 pair but 
wanted to continue giving.  (As of this writing, she has 
collected over 500 pair!) She beamed as she told her 
story, and it was obvious this young person had found a 
unique way to impact her community for Christ. 
I was truly inspired as I sat on the platform listening to 
her story.  At one point, she had me brushing away a few 
tears.  Her tenacity, love for people, and desire to be a 
difference-maker in the lives of the homeless population 
touched me deeply.  At the end of the interview, I had the 
sense that the best sermon that would be preached that 
day would be delivered during the announcement time 
rather than the sermon time. That’s when it hit me. Let’s 
join her!  Let’s support her and send the message that we 
want to be a part of the good she is doing in the commu-
nity.  Let’s give our socks, in Jesus’ name, to people we 
don’t even know. 
When I stood up to preach I said, “Folks, I’m going to 
start this sermon out differently than I have ever started 
a sermon before.  I’m going to invite you to be a church 
that will give someone the socks off your feet.”  With 
that I called the deacons back up and asked them to carry 
the offering plates back through the congregation so that 
we could take up a sock offering.  
Now, I do not mean an “offering for socks” but an ac-
tual “offering of socks.”  That’s when I hiked up my 
suit pants and took off my shoes and socks.  Folding my 
socks together, I dropped them in the plate and many 
others in the congregation did the same.    

My feet were a bit cold and clammy while preaching 
without a pair of socks that day.  What’s worse is that 
my December white legs made stark contrast against my 
black suit pants and black shoes!  However, it was for 
a good cause.  It was for a homeless person.  It was for 
Merrisa.  It was because I want to be a person who en-
gages with my community, gives sacrificially, and sup-
ports the ministry dreams of students in our schools.  
It was a unique experience to preach to the church with 
two offering plates mounded up with socks sitting on 
the communion table behind me.  Occasionally I would 
glance over my shoulder and giggle at the plates laden 
down with mounds of socks.  In fact, they were so full of 
socks they took the shape of a Christmas tree.  Since it 
was December I thought, “How fitting.”  
I was so proud of the Bangor church for their act of un-
selfishness that day.  It was just a simple thing.  It was an 
unplanned and unscripted act of compassion.  However, 
the impression it made upon me left me with the feeling 
of joy that comes from serving and being a part of God’s 
Kingdom.  Let’s be that kind of church here in Northern 
New England.  Let’s be a church that will give others the 
socks off our feet.  
If you want to join me in giving socks to Merrisa’s min-
istry, you can mail your                      to:

North Star Christian School
42 Orion Way

Hermon, ME 04401

SocksChurch...
(continued from page 1)

socks

Travel to Israel  
 
    Fall 2017 

A journey to high-
light your spiritual  

understanding.   
Come see the Bible in 

a whole new way.  

More details to follow... Save the Date!
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Bangor, Maine Church Thinks Out of the Box  
for Evangelism
Shawn Brace, Pastor, Bangor and Dexter, Maine Churches
About forty persons attended a special showing of the 
award-winning Hell and Mr. Fudge film at the Bangor 
Mall Cinemas this past fall, after the Bangor Seventh-
day Adventist Church rented out a theater and invited 
the public to enjoy the film. About half the attendees 
were non-Adventists, invited by various members of the 
church.
The film, produced by Adventist film producer Pat Ar-
rabito's LLT Productions, follows the true story of evan-
gelical scholar Edward Fudge as he grapples with the 
biblical teaching of hell. Winner of a Platinum Award 
at the Houston International Film Festival when it was 
originally released 
in 2012, the audi-
ence was enrap-
tured throughout 
the story's twists 
and turns, re-
sponding at times 
with laughter and 
other times with 
deep reflection.
The initiative came as a result of the Bangor Church's 
increased emphasis on evangelism and outreach as they 
seek greater opportunities to reach the community with 
the gospel - even if that at times takes the church to un-
expected places, including a movie theater.
Ironically, during the process, it was discovered that the 
film's co-producer, Jim Wood, lived in Bangor when he 
was a child because his father, Wyland, was the pastor 
of the church.

Cider Social Still Growing Strong after 10 Years
Dr. Kathleen Clem, Communication Correspondent  
Bennington, Vermont Church
The Bennington, Vermont 
Church Cider Social is a 10-
plus year annual event started 
by Bennington church mem-
bers, Jim and Gail Howe.  It 
is held on their property in 
their bee-keeping barn.  Ini-
tially they borrowed a cider 
press, but once the event be-
came a tradition, an antique 
cider press was purchased.  
Invitations have been word-
of-mouth until this year, 
when the next generation 
has carried on the tradition.  
Adam and Ashley Howe 
have purchased Adam’s par-
ent’s home on the However 
Wild Farm, and now live on 
the property where the event 
is held.  This year invitations 
also went out electronically 
via Facebook. 
The 2015 Bennington 
Church Cider Social, held 
on a fall Saturday night in 
September, welcomed over 

Camden’s “Mezzeh” Approach
The CoNNECtion Editor
If you have never had an Arabic meal then you are re-
ally missing something special because, quite simply 
put, Arabic food is among the best in the world.  More-
over, if you do ever get to sit down for a good meal in 
an Arabic restaurant, consider ordering the “mezzeh.” A 
mezzeh can best be described as a meal of appetizers.  A 
dozen or more small plates cover your table, each hold-
ing a delightful and delicious few bites.  Even the most 
finicky of eaters can find a good meal among the plates 
on the table when a good mezzeh is served.  
The Camden Church, under the leadership of Pastor 
Bob Fekete since mid-2015, is taking an evangelism ap-
proach that can be readily compared to a mezzeh.  The 
congregation is trying an array of interesting and innova-
tive approaches, and even a difficult-to-reach person can 
find something among their outreaches that delights and 

speaks to them.  When asked what the Camden Church 
is doing for community outreach, Pastor Fekete rapidly 
ticks off efforts on his fingers and almost as rapidly runs 
out of fingers.  The church has ten distinct outreach ac-
tions underway and has plans for more!
At the core of Camden’s plan is a series of evangelism 
meetings in the spring of 2017.  Their structure is one of 
significant outreach and effort around the community, 
followed systematically by a reaping event.  If we were 
to keep with the “mezzeh” analogy, the evangelism se-
ries would be the dessert.  The individual efforts them-
selves range from the fruit program (which has been 
going for three decades and has over 100 customers in 
the community) to training Bible workers, to health pro-
grams.  Among these efforts can also be found a month-
ly “children’s church” which has been successful in at-
tracting children for a day of fun and praise.  
In addition, when Camden’s work is done – well and 
truly done – we will get to sit with them at a heavenly 
banquet table and hear of their work, while meeting the 
people that they introduced to the Lord.  What a grand 
mezzeh that will be!
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The meal is prepared in the commercial kitchen of the 
church’s new community service center and school 
building. It includes a wide array of vegetarian and 
vegan options, including soups and vegetables, salads 
and bread.  Staffed by church and community mem-
bers, some 70-100 families are served each month.  
The church also operates a food pantry, which distrib-
utes some 3000 pounds of food each month.  
Praise the Lord for the energy and love that is pour-
ing out of the Dixfield Church!  Moreover, Praise the 
Lord for the people whose hearts have been touched 
by Christ through the members of this active church!  
With this church in high gear, a good harvest from 
their 2017 evangelism series is anticipated.
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Dixfield Church Shifts into High Gear
The CoNNECtion Editor
The Dixfield Church is a real presence in its community.  
Its FM radio station is on the air 24 hours a day; it helps 
feed the community.  Its members team up with their pas-
tor to reach out to the community and offer Bible studies.  
They also have a unique community service activity going; 
the pastor participates in an interfaith community Bible 
study. Already the church is actively preparing for a 2017 
evangelistic series.  This church is in high gear.
There are enough fruits from their labors that church has 
started a “new believers” class. They already have several 
who are planning their baptism once the ice melts.  Many 
of the new believers came into the church because of the 
members teaming with their pastor to give Bible studies.  
The members are also building a small studio that will al-
low them to do live broadcasts as well as interviews, Bible 
studies, answers to questions, etc. through its low-power 
FM radio station. 

Dixfield church’s members serve a three-county area by 
preparing hand-made bags filled with toiletries, hand-made 
quilts, stuffed animals and toys.  Members of the commu-
nity also help make quilts and donate goods to go into the 
bags.  These bags, delivered to the state Department of 
Health and Human Services, gives them to children who 
are removed from their homes and placed into foster care.  
Often children leave their homes with nothing, so the bags 
are enormously important to the children.  
However, Dixfield church’s biggest outreach is through 
their monthly buffet meal served free to the community.  

Forgive to Live
Sue Trecartin, Communication Correspondent,  
St. Johnsbury, VT Church
Dr. Dick Tibbits’ message of forgiveness was alive 
and well in the St. Johnsbury District this quarter. Sue 
Trecartin presented a seminar using his sound Forgive 
to Live healing strategies. We met on Tuesday eve-
nings for six weeks from September 29 to November 
3 in a mixed group of church and non-church partici-
pants that averaged ten. Based on the text in conjunc-
tion with Dr. Tibbits’ power points and Forgive to 
Live workbooks, everyone contributed to the mean-
ingful work of moving from blame to forgiveness. We 
were able to purchase and offer materials on a sliding 
scale thanks to the Lowell Trecartin Evangelism Fund 
established last winter. Additionally, in conjunction 
with the Men’s Ministry weekend, Lanette Wright, 
Women’s Ministry leader in the Barre church, held a 
women’s retreat at her home and invited Sue to pres-
ent the Forgive to Live work during vespers. Both ex-
periences put forward the loving, forgiving nature of 
Jesus and benefited all who attended.  

65 people to the event.  Community friends, some from 
as far away as a two hour’s drive, came to fellowship and 
share fresh-pressed apple cider, cider donuts, soup, cara-
mel corn, and other goodies beside a bonfire. This year the 
group was also able to enjoy God’s gift of a super moon. 
The community recognizes and looks forward to the hos-
pitality of the Bennington Church in hosting this annual 
event. 
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Keene and Charlestown Churches are Becoming 
Contagious
Ron Nickerson, Pastor, Keene, NH District
The Keene and Charlestown churches, both of New 
Hampshire, are becoming contagious, and that’s a good 
thing.  A seminar series named “Contagious Adventist” is 
currently running at the Keene Church on Friday nights, 
and attendees learn how to share their faith effectively.  
The series has managed to spark some interest, and that 
is a good thing because the church is generating more 
and more opportunities for members to share their faith.  
The Charlestown-based low-power FM radio station, 
WLWM, is now fully active and broadcasting to the com-
munity. Media presence always generates interest and 
creates witnessing opportunities.  The churches are also 
planning a depression workshop. They will put their new 
“contagious” skills to work at that seminar.  Finally, three 
representatives from the Keene Church are in the process 
of being trained by a local hospital as volunteers with the 
local hospice service, and will specialize in helping to 
create advanced directives for hospice patients.  
The Keene and Charlestown district is proving that 
Christian joy is infectious.

Groceries and the Gospel
Janely Pierre, Pastor, Rochester, NH and Limington, ME 
Churches
When the folks in the Rochester, New Hampshire church 
were considering opportunities to both serve and pro-
claim Christ in their community, they looked for a way 
of helping with needs among community members that 
would bring them in direct contact with people. By defini-
tion that meant getting involved with a fundamental need 
such as housing, water, food or clothing.  The members 
assessed needs in the community and formulated some-
thing they have begun to call “Groceries and Gospel.”  
Using referrals from a social assistance organization, 
church members meet with families in need to help, 
and have the opportunity to talk with them and form the 
beginnings of a relationship.  During the conversation, 
the church team is able to assess immediate needs and, 
where warranted, will then go to the grocery store and 
purchase groceries for the family.  
The ministry is just getting started, but the churches, 
witnessing through their actions and words, substantial-
ly helped a number of families. The Limington, Maine 
church, sister to Rochester, is raising money to start the 
project in their community in the spring.  The churches 
plan to grow the ministry and continue to meet needs and 
make friends. 

Laconia Church Goes to School for Evangelism
Cliff Gleason, Pastor, Concord and Laconia New Hampshire 
Churches
The church in Laconia, New Hampshire, is systemati-
cally preparing to launch a ministry on the campus of 
Plymouth State University (PSU) in Plymouth, New 

Hampshire.  The effort has 
been accepted by campus 
administration and one of 
the church’s laypersons, 
Stephanie Freeman, Ph.D., 
(pictured) has attended Ad-
ventist Campus Ministries 
training in California in 
preparation for launch.   

Recently the core group had a planning meeting at a local 
fast food restaurant.  We made good progress in the meet-
ing and developed plans to formally launch the minis-
try.  As we left the restaurant, Stephanie greeted the only 
other customer.  He responded and asked if the group 
worked at PSU.  He explained that he is a recent Uni-
versity of New Hampshire (UNH) graduate.  Stephanie 
enthusiastically shared our plans for a ministry there and 
told him that our church worships on Saturday.  A large 
smile crept over his face and he said, "Really, a group that 
actually worships on Saturday?  I have been wondering 
why Christians don't worship on Saturday."  
It turns out the young man has been studying on his own 
about the true Sabbath.  He and Stephanie exchanged 
contact information since he is anxious to learn more 
about our church.  She also invited him to church, but he 
had an event scheduled for the weekend where he would 
be in leadership.  Stephanie then offered for us to pray 
for him.  At the end of her prayer he looked up in aston-
ishment, amazed how she had prayed specifically for the 
three things he particularly needed for the event.  She 
explained it was not her, but the Holy Spirit that provided 
for that.  
The Laconia group is going forward in faith, and is wit-
nessing the guidance and blessing of the Holy Spirit as it 
does so.

Lincoln and Ellsworth Churches Cook Up  
Something Special
The CoNNECtion Editor
The Lincoln and Ellsworth churches have been busy.  
No, wait, “busy” is the wrong way to put it.  A better way 
to say it is “engaged and productive.”  The churches have 
been reaching out to their communities, from Vacation 
Bible School, to visitation, to literature, to health evan-
gelism, and the most prominent thing the efforts of these 
sister churches have in common is food.  Both churches 
offer healthy cooking classes.  Lincoln Church offered a 
vegan cooking class that met on Tuesday nights for eight 
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Mountain View Has a Vision for Outreach
Mary Miller, Communication Correspondent, Mountain View 
Church
Mountain View Church in Vernon, Vermont, has orga-
nized several different outreach efforts, all of which 

consecutive weeks.  Twenty-one community members 
attended the class!  Another cooking class will start in 
April.  
Ellsworth Church has a “Healthy and Delicious Cooking 
School” (and a Facebook page by that name) that was 
established to meet a demand for healthy cooking knowl-
edge and skills.  The “school” has been popular, and has 
allowed the church to have a follow-up mechanism in 
place after it completed a health seminar series.  Inter-
estingly, the outreach efforts ahead of the health seminar 
and cooking school not only attracted attendees, but it 
also resulted in Bible studies with people who did not 
attend either the health seminars or the cooking school.  
Ellsworth also mounted a significant outreach effort to 
workers at the blueberry harvesting camps nearby, vis-
iting one camp every Saturday night for six weeks and 
another camp every Tuesday night for three months. The 
group from the church held a song service and presented 
a short sermon.  With seasonal workers Central America 
and the Caribbean present, the sermon was translated 
from Spanish 
into Creole.  
Literature and 
DVD’s were 
also handed 
out, and some 
of the seasonal 
workers were 
able to attend 
the church on 
occasion.
Lincoln and Ellsworth both hold regular services at nurs-
ing homes in the area, an outreach that is deeply appre-
ciated.  Between them, they also hold Vacation Bible 
Schools, engage in literature distribution, hold visitor 
Sabbaths, conduct community surveys, and hold Bible 
studies.  Praise God, these churches are really engaged 
and productive!

revolve around either interacting with the community 
through education, uplifting entertainment, or service 
projects.  First among the “education” efforts is an 
emerging program that aims to have a number of lifestyle 
offerings, with one form or another of lifestyle program 
going on most of the time.  “Community Education” also 
includes prophecy seminars, such as the one recently or-
ganized by member Donna Jones.  Over 90 people at-
tended at least once over the 21 evenings of member 
leaders sharing the love of Christ using the prophesies 
found in the books of Daniel and Revelation.  

Mountain View also has a vibrant youth group, which 
meets weekly and continues to attract friends and mem-
bers of the community.  And then there is the well-known 
concert outreach, which is organized each year by Lloyd 
Condon and which brings fantastic musicians (including 
some that are well-known nationally) to the church for 
a monthly concert from September through April.  This 
concert series is anticipated and appreciated by the whole 
Christian community in the area and results in numerous 
visitors to the church.  
Finally there is the “Bags of Love” service project or-
ganized by Bonnie Condon and Linda Darby.  These 
women continue to lead out in the monthly sewing ses-
sions to provide bags of comfort items that are given to 
children when they are placed in foster homes.  Quilters 
in the community join us in preparing the quilts included 
in the bags.  

Norridgewock and Waterville Churches Lead  
With Health Programs
Brian Milano, Pastor, Norridgewock/Waterville, ME District
The churches in the Norridgewock/Waterville district 
have placed their outreach emphasis on service and 
health.  The churches, located about 20 miles from each 
other in central Maine, have demonstrated tremendous 
energy and drive in putting together a range of commu-
nity service projects scheduled throughout 2016.  The 
churches have collaborated with Riverview Memorial 
School in Norridgewock, Maine, to participate in the 
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Portsmouth Outreach: Food, Families, and a Dog
The CoNNECtion Editor
Most people love animals, particularly dogs.  Dogs are 
a source of companionship and comfort, especially for 
the sick and for those in extreme stress. Therefore, it is 
that Phil Johnson, Pastor of the Portsmouth church, uses 
his greyhound, Danny, to visit nursing homes regularly. 
This summer, Danny will also be a source of comfort to 
patients and families at the Portsmouth Regional Hos-
pital, particularly in its emergency room and intensive 
care units.  Pastor Johnson has used Danny for years to 
break the ice with people and to comfort them.  That is 
why Danny remains a critical partner in Pastor Johnson’s 
new weekly Bible study at a nursing home close to the 
church.  

Turner Church Having CALMing Effect in the 
Community
Frank Donald, Pastor, Turner, ME Church
The Turner, 
Maine, church 
has launched its 
CALM ministry 
– the Caring and 
Loving Ministry.  
The ministry is 
an outreach ef-
fort of the wom-
en’s Bible study 
group, which 
meets on Tues-
days and is led 
by church mem-
ber, Geri Par-
lin.  Women in 
the group come 
from both the 
church and the 
community and 
enjoy studying 
and fellowshipping together.  After the study, some of 
the members prepare lunch with a little assistance from 
church member, Henry Parlin.  After lunch on the second 
Tuesday of the month, the women stay by and open up 
a room in the basement of the church where they offer 
free clothing to folks who come in from the community.
CALM doesn’t end with the clothing distribution.  The 
women’s group is also getting involved in supporting 
a local homeless shelter through regular donations of 
needed goods.  Other members are also distributing the 
Signs magazine to the waiting rooms of dentists, doc-
tors, and mechanics in the area.  

Southern Adventist University's “Partners for Eternity,” 
and the “Assist” program to help the elderly in the area, 
and the effort has been very well received.  Beyond that, 
a core group of women and men has been successful at 
holding a series of regularly scheduled vegetarian cook-
ing classes that have been popular with the community.
Now the vision in the churches is getting even bigger 
and they are collaborating to hold a free health clinic that 
will provide basic health screening and plan to distribute 
health and evangelism literature to participants.  In addi-
tion, health clinic participants will be invited as appro-
priate, to health programs run by the churches, includ-
ing depression recovery seminars and intensive health 
recovery programs, such as CHIP (Coronary Health Im-
provement Program).
The churches are building on a history of community 
service. They are advancing health in their neighbor-
hood with one hand while proclaiming the love of Jesus 
with the other. Please pray for the Lord's blessing as we 
seek to communicate the love of Christ through these 
programs.

The Portsmouth Pathfinders are also involved in local 
outreach, and help prepare a monthly luncheon at the 
Dover Community Housing complex.  The youth not 
only serve over 100 people in this outreach, they get to 
know the people there and begin to develop relationships 
with them.
The church also provides overnight staffing and food 
preparation for the Seacoast Interfaith Hospitality Net-
work, an organization of local churches that help home-
less families.  This service is critically important because 
there are many support mechanisms for homeless indi-
viduals, but there are few places equipped to help home-
less families.
Portsmouth church members reach out in ways that are 
both comforting and familiar. What could embody that 
approach more than dogs, food and family?



CoNNECted we make a difference 9

The story of the Adventist group in Hanover, New Hamp-
shire is interesting because, in the end, it is a story of 
how our awesome God uses us whenever we allow Him 
to.  The story starts at the charming Adventist church in 
Plainfield, New Hampshire.  A group of people there be-
gan to have a common vision for an area ministry that 
targeted a sector of the population that is hard to reach 
– young people.  The group gave a great deal of thought 
to what a group for young people would be like – how 
the worship service would be conducted, what type of 
music would be featured, what type of community ser-
vice projects would be undertaken, etc.  After a great 
deal of thought and prayer, and after some consultation 
with conference leaders, the group decided to attempt a 
church planting in Hanover, New Hampshire, home of 
Dartmouth College.  They called themselves the Upper 
Valley Christian Fellowship.
The Fellowship met in homes while it looked for a place 
to worship.  Many doors closed to them until, in April 
of 2015, they discovered the Friends Meeting House on 
Lebanon Street in Hanover – a site within walking dis-
tance of the college.  The Fellowship has been intentional 
about reaching out to college students and other young 
people, and currently has several such young people 
meeting with them.  The group has a very active Sabbath 
School and Adventurer club, and has a number of non-
Adventist kids participating in both.  
The services at the Fellowship have been designed to be 
less formal than most New England Adventist churches 
and shorter too – one hour and 45 minutes for both Sab-
bath School and Church is their target, with a meal and 
fellowship following the service so that people can get to 
know one another and deepen their Christian fellowship.  
Ellen White said, in one of her books, Ministry of Heal-
ing, that we should use Christ’s method.  Actually, the 
full quote is stronger than that:  “Christ's method alone 
will give true success in reaching the people. The Sav-

March 31-April 2

Northern New England Conference
Music Clinic 2016

the 
Fight the good fight of faith...

1 Timothy 6:11-12

Clinician/Academy Concert-March 31, 7:30pm
Sacred Concert-April 1, 7:30pm
Sabbath School Concert-April 2, 9:30am
Church Service-April 2, 11:00am
Secular Concert-April 2, 7:30pm

Program Schedule-All Welcome 

Pastor RIck Kuntz
NNEC Evangelist
Auburn District Pastor

Speaker

Hosted by 
Pine Tree Academy
Freeport, ME

FMI please visit us at www.nnec.org.

Registration
 for all music groups 

other than piano  
ends March 1, 2016

(piano deadline 
was February 1)!

ior mingled with men as one who desired their good.” 
(MOH 143, emphasis added)  Following this counsel, 
the Fellowship has tried to be very active in the Hanover 
community.  According to one of the Fellowship leaders, 
Jerry Barcelow, church members seek out projects where 
they can help.  “We try to be among people to minister 
and we try to leave behind new friends whose hearts are 
lighter because of our presence.”  
Members of the Fellowship go out in small groups, 
from as few as two to as many as eight, and try to assist 
with projects that established community organizations 
have underway.  The Fellowship has also served meals 
to homeless people and packed “hundreds” of toiletry 
bags for homeless people according to leader, Mary Ann 
Conrad.  In addition, they have helped hospice patients 
with woodcutting and stacking, and generally tried to be 
a blessing to others.  “In these community projects, we 
feel we have been God's hands,” said Conrad.
Conference Secretary, Ted Huskins, has worked with the 
Fellowship as a coach, giving them counsel and lifting 
them up in prayer.  “I praise the Lord for the teams of 
dedicated, loving Christians in Plainfield and Hanover, 
and I pray that the Fellowship is successful in reaching 
the young people in Hanover and raising up a church that 
will be a bright light for that community.”

An Evangelism Vision Leads To a Church Plant in New Hampshire
The CoNNECtion Editor

ASI - Atlantic Union Chapter

Sharing Christ in the  
       Marketplace

Come, Get to Know Us!
Sabbath, April 2, 2016

2:30PM - 4:30PM
Freeport Church

For additional information, contact 
Cynthia Huskins at (828) 280-3317
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In 2015, I accepted the position of health ministries’ co-
ordinator for the conference because I strongly believe 
in health ministries as part of the Three Angels’ mes-
sages, which we are commissioned to give.  
The first angel’s message says that we are to ‘Give glory 
to God.’  I Corinthians 10:31 says, “Whether therefore 
ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glo-
ry of God.”  I am excited about our health ministries’ 
outreach because there are three main ways that it gives 
glory to God: 

Our longevity, living 5-10 years longer than average, 
has gotten positive worldwide attention.  
By following health principles given by the testimony 
of Jesus, we can have a closer spiritual walk and con-
nection with Him.
By doing medical missionary work, we are following 
Christ’s example to mingle with people, show sympa-
thy, minister to their needs, win their confidence, and 
then invite them to follow Christ.

The health message in action is by far the most impor-
tant benefit and result of our health message.  There is 
a time coming when there will be no more work done 
in ministerial lines but medical missionary work will 
continue.  As our society becomes more secular, we see 
people more closed to the gospel but at the same time, 
they remain open to medical missionary work.  We need 
a small army of medical missionaries across NNEC to 
take part in this great work.
The most important organ in the body is the brain, and is 
most under attack today.  We are seeing more and more 
people afflicted with depression, anxiety and other dis-

orders of the mind.  I know, because I suffered with a 
mild to moderate case for seven years.  Nine years ago, 
I attended a “Nedley Health Solutions – Depression Re-
covery” seminar on depression recovery and it really 
changed my life for the better.  Instead of merely treating 
symptoms of depression and anxiety, I learned to get to 
the root cause, which often requires lifestyle change.  I 
yearn to see people across the conference benefit from 
the same health recovery that I have.

I am excited to announce that 
the first health retreat I have 
been blessed to be able to ar-
range is going to be held at 
Camp Lawroweld on May 13-
15, 2016.  We will be offering 
a “Training the Trainer - De-
pression Recovery Certifica-
tion” from Dr. Nedley Health 
Solutions. (Dr. Neil Nedley pic-
tured on left) They will be train-
ing us how to hold a depres-
sion recovery seminar in our 

own church or community.  This program will help iden-
tify causes of depression, improve brain function, and 
overcome addictions.  We will learn how to teach people 
to eat, live, and think better, as well as visualize hope, 
and learn how to motivate and help our communities. 
 I would encourage people from all of our local churches 
to come and get this valuable training and then use it to 
reach hurting people all around you. This health retreat 
is a great start toward a strong health ministry in the con-
ference.  Please ask the Lord if He is urging you and your 
church to join in this training opportunity.

Depression Recovery Training  
Coming to NNEC in May

Daniel Battin, Conference Treasurer 

ASI ~ Atlantic Union Spring Conference 
April 22-24, 2016

  Featuring Guest Speakers:
 Andre C. Waller,  Co-Director of Tekoa Missions  

Norman McNulty, MD

  Hilton Mystic:   20 Coogan Blvd
    Mystic, CT 06355
    860-572-0731

Use code: ASI to receive the discounted price of 
$129.00 per night. Reservations may be made by 

calling 1-800-HILTONS or at  
www.hiltonmystic.com

  For more information www.asiatlanticunion.org

Volunteers   
      Needed!
Dishwashers
Cashiers 
Kitchen Work
Line Cooks

       *We Are Open 
 Sunday-Thursday 

11-3
Friday-11-2

Call for more information:
 Tony (207) 513-9404
 Gina (207) 578-8936
 Kim  (207) 252 8938

Join us a few 

hours a month 

or a few hours 

a week!



CoNNECted we make a difference 

“Koinonia” Experienced at the  
Fall Prayer Retreat
Kelly Veilleux and Elizabeth Boyd, Prayer Team Members
I sat back in my chair and took note of the tangible presence of God. 
Truly, He was there! I could see the evidence! Yes, the speakers did 
a great job; the messages were inspiring; the prayer walk was a deep 
heart journey for sure. But that wasn’t it! I knew there was something 
bigger happening. The study material was thought provoking and the 
seasons of prayer were awesome. But still there was more! The faces 
of the children as they shared their songs, helped in the kitchen, and 
even made bread; the wonderful experience of witnessing the baptism 
of two ladies as they gave their hearts to Jesus was truly a blessing. 
But what really stood out to us was the “koinonia!” 
“Koinonia.” I love that word! It sounds intriguing and it certainly 
describes what happened at the annual Fall Prayer Retreat. “Koino-
nia” means having things in common; binding the hearts together in 
fellowship; it’s what the body of Christ is supposed to feel, like the 
feeling of just needing to be with family! 
Take Burna Wilson, a member of the Woodstock, Maine church, for 
example. She is 95 years old and never misses a prayer retreat. Burna 
loves Jesus; we can see it in her face, and in the faces of all the people 
there. We have come to love each other deeply, intensely, gently, and 
we don’t need to use words. The singing, it nearly raises the rafters 
as the voices swell together in praise and adoration to our Lord and 
King. 
We had a new lady from the “city” join us. When she arrived she 
was shy and guarded; then her face began to shine, too, with a light 
from within. She was relaxed and open. She laughed as her eyes glis-
tened with tears of joy. There was a peaceful, joyful Presence at the 
retreat. A friend who recently lost his wife was surrounded by others 
who seemed to be exuding strength, comfort, and coping power. As 
a young lady shared her burden, she was immediately surrounded by 
older “mothers,” as we began to intercede for her and offer words of hope. A young single mother settled into her 
chair to listen to the message and take a few moments to rest while her children were in the safe hands of trusted 
friends.
Yes, this describes what is happens at prayer retreats. It’s a community like Paul prays for in Ephesians 3:17-19: 
“That Christ may dwell in 
your hearts by faith; that ye, 
being rooted and grounded 
in love, may be able to com-
prehend with all saints what 
is the breadth, and length, 
and depth, and height; and 
to know the love of Christ, 
which passeth knowledge, 
that ye might be filled with 
all the fullness of God.”
It’s clearly a corporate thing 
– to experience the love of 
Christ “with all the saints.” 
Yes, that’s “koinonia.” Per-
haps you can join us for the 
next prayer retreat, May 25-
29, 2016, and experience 
“koinonia.” 
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April
March 31 – April 2 Music Clinic 
 Freeport, Maine

16 Women’s Ministries’ 1-Day Retreat
 North Conway, NH

18 – 22 School Spring Break

22 – 24 Family Ministries Marriage Retreat
 NNEC Conference Office

30 Family Ministries’ Day
 Auburn Church, Auburn, ME 

May 
4 Camp Lawroweld Clean-up Day
 Weld, ME

13-15 Health Ministries’ Retreat
 Camp Lawroweld

21 Family Ministries’ Day
 Dixfield Church, Dixfield, ME

26 – 29 Spring Prayer Retreat
 Camp Lawroweld

30 NNEC Closed
 Memorial Day

June
3 – 5 Adventurer Spring Escape
 Camp Lawroweld

11 Family Ministries’ Day
 St. Johnsbury Church, St. Johnsbury, VT

26 – Jul 3  Blind Camp
 Camp Lawroweld 

NortherN New eNglaNd CoNfereNCe
479 Main Street
Westbrook, Maine 04092-3988
207-797-3760

Return Service Requested
Montpelier, VT
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CaleNdar of eveNts

July
3 – 10 Junior Camp 
 Camp Lawroweld

9 Family Ministries’ Day
 Concord Church, Concord, NH

15 – 23 Camp Meeting
 Freeport, ME

24 – 31 Teen Camp
 Camp Lawroweld

29 – 31 Youth Rally
 Camp Lawroweld

30 Cliff Island Day
 Cliff Island, ME

31 – Aug 7 Family Camp I
 Camp Lawroweld

August
6 Washington Church Annual Meeting
 Washington, NH

7 – 14 Family Camp II
 Camp Lawroweld

13  Family Ministries Day
 Mountain View Church, Vernon, VT

15 – 17 Teachers’ Retreat
 Camp Lawroweld

16 – 18 Pastors’ Retreat
 Camp Lawroweld

26 – 28 Young Adult Retreat
 Camp Lawroweld

Please note that 
this is the last  
edition of the  

CoNNECtion in 
which the calendar 

of events will be 
published.  

Please refer to our 
website calendar 

for a complete  
listing of events at 

www.nnec.org.


