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Across the North American Division, summer camp programs 
operate pretty much on the enthusiasm, energy and dedica-
tion of the teenage or early-twenties staff who work as cabin 
counselors, kitchen help, lifeguards, etc.  Stop for a moment 
and consider the challenges these young people face as they 
carry out an array of new and daunting tasks:  First, they are in 
a position of power and influence as role models for the youth 
who attend camp and, as such, their every move is closely 
observed and mimicked by the young campers.  Second, they 
are learning to work in a tightly scheduled environment with 
multiple authority figures including the camp director, associ-
ate director, parents, pastor, cook, etc.  Finally, they are still 
working out who they are and how they relate to their many 
peers who are working at camp, including many of the op-
posite sex.   Put simply, the young people that staff Adventist 
summer camps are under an enormous amount of pressure, 
and NNEC’s new Youth Ministries Director, Mark Tamaleaa, 
sees that as an opportunity.  
“Camp is a lot of fun, but it also has a purpose—fundamen-
tally, it exists to bring young people to Christ,” says Tamaleaa.  
“And that category—“young people”—absolutely includes 
our cabin counselors and camp staff.  If the young people who 

Some of the Camp Lawroweld counselor staff for 2015 pose on an idyllic 
day.  Left to right are Jordan Tamaleaa, Adam Boyd, Zach Owen, Nicole 
Onciulescu, Amy Pekar, Mindy Tamaleaa, and Jalen Tamaleaa.

A Full Circle Ministry
Camp LawroweLd:

By Bob Cundiff
I’m delighted to share that our conference has a new mis-
sion statement.  After many months of work, prayer, and 
dialogue our Executive Committee voted the following 
statement on May 17th: Connecting with Christ and Oth-
ers.  Let me share the journey that led to this statement as 
well as some thoughts about why I like it.  
In March of 2013 the Executive Committee came together 
for a weekend visioning retreat under the capable leader-
ship of Elder Ted Huskins.  The task for the weekend was to 
pray together, study God’s Word and seek his heart for the 
future of our conference.  Our intent was to do the heavy 
lifting that would lay the foundation for a new statement of 
values and mission statement.  It was anticipated that these 
statements would be refined and improved in the coming 
months.  
Our committee was mindful of what a mission statement is 
not—it is not a restatement of our doctrinal beliefs.  Such 
a statement would be redundant.  Doctrinal statements 
describe who you are (identity) while mission statements 
describe what you intend to do (your mission).  It can be 
rightly stated that a mission statement assumes that you 
clearly understand your identity and, as such, it answers the 
“What’s next?” or “So what?” question.  In other words a 
mission statement is an active statement.  It acts more like 
a verb than a noun.  
So why do I like our new statement?  First, I like that it 
builds on our previous mission statement, Connected we 
Make a Difference.   Our new statement incorporates as-
pects of our previous one and is respectful of the foundation 
that others laid.  
Second, it is Christ centered.  Christ and our relationship 
with Him are front loaded, and absorb three of the five 
words in the statement.  This is intentional and sends a 
strong message that we are about Christ before all else.
Third, I like that this statement is short, 
catchy and easy to remember.  I look forward 
to the day when every member of our confer-
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Parkview Adventist Medical Center Files for  
                                                     Bankruptcy Protection, Seeks SaleBy Scott Christiansen

In mid-June, Parkview Adventist Medical Center announced that the Bruns-
wick, Maine, hospital had filed a petition for relief under Chapter 11 of the 
United States Bankruptcy Code with the United States Bankruptcy Court in 
Portland, Maine. Chapter 11 of the Bankruptcy Code is designed to provide 
companies with the time and opportunity to reorganize, including by restruc-
turing their debts or by obtaining new investment capital.
Parkview presented the Court with a proposed pre-packaged bankruptcy plan 
that included entering into a transaction with Mid Coast Health Services of 
Brunswick, Maine. The proposed transaction includes the purchase of certain 
assets, the assumption of certain liabilities, and the preservation of the Adven-
tist mission on the Parkview campus.
The common vision proposed by Parkview Adventist Medical Center and Mid 
Coast Health Services is designed to ensure the continued availability of high 
quality, locally-delivered care to the patients of the Bath-Brunswick-Topsham 
communities. This approach will also preserve all full and part-time jobs at 
Parkview.
“After years of change in the healthcare industry and increasing financial chal-
lenges, Parkview has reached a point where it can no longer serve its mission 
as a stand-alone hospital and is now seeking a new opportunity with Mid Coast 
Hospital to advance a common vision to serve the local care needs of Mid-
coast Maine long into the future,” said Bob Cundiff, Chair, Board of Directors, 
Parkview Adventist Medical Center and President of the Northern New Eng-
land Conference.  “Praise the Lord, one of the things that Mid Coast found at-
tractive about Parkview was its effective combination of medicine and spiritual 
support, and our chaplains and other ministerial staff will be working with Mid 
Coast to try to duplicate that environment throughout the combined entity.”
Before its bankruptcy filing, Parkview was the last independent Adventist 
community hospital in the North American Division (NAD). All other similar 
hospitals in the NAD had long since been sold or banded together with other 
Adventist hospitals to form the various divisions of the Adventist Health Sys-
tem (AHS).  The Conference tried to integrate Parkview into an existing AHS 
structure but did not meet with success.  According to Cundiff, “After mul-
tiple unsuccessful attempts at developing such a partnership we realized that 
Parkview was too geographically removed to become an attractive partner.”  
Cundiff looks at the dramatic change in the operating status of the hospital 
presents an opportunity for the Conference to review the proclamation of the 
gospel through the health ministry.  “This is an opportunity to ask some search-
ing questions: Has each church in our conference territory thought and prayed 
about what they can do locally to include the health ministry in their commu-
nity services and evangelism? Has each church considered forming a Ministry 
of Healing study group to help answer this question? Have those churches with 
radio stations considered producing (or procuring) health messages for their 
local audiences?  Together we need to seek out and evaluate health ministry 
efforts that comprise ‘best practices’ and see what the Lord wills for us.” That 
being the case, let’s ask some searching questions: Has each church in our 
conference territory thought and prayed about what they can do locally to in-
clude the health ministry in their community services and evangelism? Has 
your church considered forming a Ministry of Healing study group to help 
answer this question? Have they considered sending a delegation to visit The 
Ark in Lewiston, Maine and study the health education efforts of this center of 
influence? Have those churches with radio stations considered producing (or 
procuring) health messages for their local audiences? At the Conference level, 
I have asked our communications department to gather some health minis-
try “best practices” information and disseminate that to the churches for their 
prayerful consideration.

Life Saving StationS

By Ted Huskins
One of the things I’ve really enjoyed 
about New England is the beautiful 
rocky coast line. It is so different 
from the wide sandy beaches of the 
Carolina’s. I’ve come to understand 
the sea is integral to New England 
and New Englanders. For centuries 
New Englanders have derived their 
livelihood from the sea.  But the re-
lationship is deeper than that, it is 
more than economic. I believe the 
ocean is the very heart of coastal 
New England.
The rocky coastline combined with 
New England’s economic depen-
dence upon shipping has resulted in 
numerous ship wrecks through the 
centuries. Many of those wrecks 
resulted in the loss of life. In the 
1700’s very little was being done to 
rescue the victims of ship wrecks. 
Finally in 1785 a concerned group 
of citizens formed themselves into 
a little group. They called them-
selves the Life Saving Company. 
These people, all volunteers, do-
nated their time, effort and money 
to help the victims of ship wrecks. 
They built little huts near the ocean 
which they stock with boats, life 
preservers and supplies. These vol-
unteers spent countless hours for 
over 100 years helping people they 
didn’t even know find safety from 
the ship wrecks that had victim-
ized them. They even came up with 
a motto, a mission statement per 
say: “You have to go out, you don’t 
have to come back!”  

One would think such a motto 
would discourage people from join-
ing, but actually the opposite was 
true. Their numbers increased, of-
ten swelled by those who had been 

 Fletchers Neck Life Saving Station 
Circa 1890

(continued on pg. 11)
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in a DiLemma?
By Jennifer Hernandez
We live on a sinful earth and, as a part of the curse of sin, we age and grow 
old and infirm.  As the faithful children of God age, we face a dilemma:  We 
have a deep desire to give to support the Lord’s work but at the same time 
are afraid of giving too much and ending up being financially dependent on 
others.  This strong desire to give is understandable—as we experience life 
and grow in understanding we come to truly value ministries and evange-
lism efforts for a variety of reasons.  We want to support these wonderful 
efforts.  The fear of losing financial independence and becoming a burden 
to others is likewise understandable.  What many people want is a way 
to accomplish both objectives—support the Lord’s work while preserving 
financial independence.  
If you are one of the many people who want to accomplish both objectives, 
then the Planned Giving and Trust Services department at the conference 
has good news for you:  You can with a gift plan that has been around 
for some time called a Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA)!  The CGA allows 
members to donate to the Lord’s work and at the same time provides both 
an income stream and tax advantages.  Here is how it works:  Let’s say a 
72-year old woman decides to start a CGA with a donation of $50,000 (the 
minimum is $10,000).  That $50,000 would result in a charitable income 
tax deduction and (assuming the woman is the one to receive the payments) 
tax free income for her.   If she is the one receiving the annuity payment, 
she would also have a yearly income stream of $2,700.00 per year for as 
long as she lives.  Yes, you read that right—the income lasts for the life of 
the donor.  (Please be aware that these numbers are given only as an ex-
ample.  Each case and situation may create different payments.  For specific 
tax benefits, we encourage you to consult a tax specialist.)
But for most people, the mechanics of how the gift plan works and the tax 
benefits it creates are much less important than the fact the plan allows 
people to make a significant contribution to the Lord’s work while reinforc-
ing their security and independence.  CGA’s can be stipulated to benefit a 
particular ministry, such as evangelism or worthy student fund.  CGA’s can 
also benefit a local church or school—whatever the donor works out with 
the conference.  Fundamentally, the CGA is simply a smart way we can 
carry out the desire of our heart—to expand the Lord’s Kingdom.  
If you are interested in finding out more about how you can create a multi-
tude of benefits from one donation, please contact me or Scott Christiansen 
at (207) 797-3760 X215.  Maybe we can help you solve a dilemma.  

eStabrook growing,  
to aDD graDeS 9-12
By Ellen Busl
Estabrook Christian School in Plain-
field, NH will begin its 82nd year on 
Wednesday, August 26, 2015.   The 
school’s motto, “Building Character 
through Learning” describes the steady 
and careful process that is at the heart 
of faith-based learning.  The school has 
now completed four years nestled in its 
new location and its rustic 74 acre cam-
pus provides a backdrop for nature and 
environmental studies, hiking, snow-
shoeing, and other activities. Volunteers 
from the town of Plainfield have helped 
the school to develop walking trails and 
local residents appreciate the invitation 
to enjoy them year-round.  The school 
has also managed to develop a success-
ful habitat for the Eastern Bluebird with 
the help of a generous grant from New 
Hampshire Department of Fish and 
Wildlife supporting school yard wildlife 
habitats.  Maintaining this environment 
has provided a rich source of inspiration 
and study as students are admonished 
to “Ask now…the fowls of the air, and 
they shall tell thee.” Job 12:7. 
Estabrook is growing, with grades nine 
and ten being added to the existing el-
ementary program and further expan-
sion to include grades 11 and 12 antici-
pated by fall of 2015.  Estabrook fosters 
excellence in an environment that is 
spiritually rich yet practical. Academic 
merit is emphasized and infused with 
opportunities for spiritual growth and 
understanding; fostering the virtues of 
edifying communication and teamwork.  
Outstanding instruction in music and 
fine arts is available for all students; pri-
vate lessons in strings, piano, and voice 
are offered through The Charlestream 
School of Music. 
Estabrook frequently reaches out to the 
Plainfield community.  A Visitor’s Day 
held in March was very successful.  A 
presentation by Seal Cove Journeys, a 
local dogsled team, was a special high-
light of the day and its Alaskan Hus-
kies provided an amazing illustration of 
teamwork, integrity, and diligence.  All 
students and visitors were invited to ride 
on the sled and to participate in forming 
a “human sled team”.  

(continued on pg. 9)



people, 20 plan to go on to college (the remaining stu-
dent will go to his native Korea to fulfill his compulsory 
military service).  That means just a shade over 95% 
of the class is going on to college.   Compare this with 
an average of about 55% of public high-school students 
from Maine that go on to college.  
The Pine Tree Seniors had another impressive num-
ber: $971,000.  This is the amount of college scholar-
ship money that was offered to members of the class.  
Some students were offered scholarships from several 
colleges.  Class President, Sam Delaware, pretty much 
ran away with scholarship offers, including the Maxwell 
Scholarship of $15,000 per year from Pacific Union Col-
lege and an additional $12,000 from the Creative Visual 
Arts Award for a total of $72,000.
So let’s take everything a kid gets from Adventist educa-
tion in NNEC schools and add it up:  A Christian educa-
tion experience that helps kids really know Christ, plus 
a fantastic education experience that gives kids confi-
dence and a sense of self-worth, plus the advantage of 
scoring well above average on standardized tests, plus 
the advantage of being in a group that is much, much 
more likely to go to college, plus the advantage of be-
ing offered significant amounts of college scholarships.  
Add it all up.  How much is Adventist education worth?

4

nneC SChooLS Shape SteLLer StuDentS

If you read the last edition of the CoNNECtion, then 
you already know Adventist education is alive and well 
as a vital ministry, and it is surviving even in the midst 
of a multitude of challenges.  You also may recall from 
that last edition that students at Adventist schools score 
much, much higher on standardized tests than their pub-
lic-school counterparts, and they are much, much  more 
likely to go on to college than their public school coun-
terparts.  Both of those findings were underscored by 
recent events at Webb River Christian School and Pine 
Tree Academy.

Most people in the communities surrounding Webb Riv-
er Christian School have never heard of it.  This is partly 
because the school is located in a former office build-
ing on an obscure side road, partly because the school 
is relatively new, and partly because the school is still 
quite small—there were just five students in the 2014-
2015 class.  
But for all of that, Webb River is a remarkably accom-
plished school. This year, Webb River earned the first 
place test ranking among the fourteen schools overseen 
by the Conference. It is no small thing to rank first in 
test scores. For the past several decades, the schools as 
a group have ranked at about the 75th percentile among 
schools according to the national standardized testing 
results—far, far above average. This year the students 
at Webb River School earned a 90th percentile ranking. 
For context, that means that the elementary students at 
Webb River School performed, on average, about as 
well on their standardized tests as would be expected 
from a college freshman taking the same test. 
How did that happen? “I would have to say it is partly 
because we are so small,” says Theresa Sweet, teacher 
of the one-room school. “It is true our small size made 
it possible to give lots of personal attention, but even so 
for us to beat all the other Adventist schools was due 
to the fact all our students are really hard-working. To-
gether, they held to a very, very, high standard of effort.” 
Perhaps the same can be said of the graduating class at 
Pine Tree Academy.  Of this year’s senior class of 21 

the portSmouth Living waterS pathfinDerS CLub haS 
a Strong Current running for evangeLiSm!
By Doug Berrill
The Pathfinders in Portsmouth have taken our Lord’s 
commission recorded in Matthew 28 to “GO” very se-
riously! The club has been working on learning skills 
that are helpful in witnessing, sharing their faith, and 
conducting Bible studies.
Recently Doug Berrill, a recent graduate of the North-
east Evangelistic Training School (NETS) program, has 
been working with Portsmouth’s Pathfinders to intro-
duce them to evangelism.  The youth have been learning 
how to witness and do Bible studies through “Friend-
ship Evangelism” which is a pretty simple concept: they 
evangelize their friends.  
The Pathfinders, whose ages range between 13 to 19 
years, have been eager to learn and put into practice 
the lessons they have been taught, according to Berrill.  
“I have so much respect for these young people.  They 
truly are God’s gift, every one of them,” said Berrill.  
“They could have been anywhere else during the time 
we spent together but they chose to be training for the 
Lord!” 
The group was taught to share what Jesus has done for 
them in their lives. They were shown the impact that 
even one person can make if he or she will follow our 
Lord’s direction to “Go therefore and teach all nations.”  
The Pathfinders took some business-card-sized hand-
outs from the It Is Written ministry, which direct people 
to that web site to the ”Every Word” daily devotional. 

PTA Class of 2015 members Shantel Seeley, Katie Falter, and Kath-
ryn Kruzich applaud for friends
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The Pathfinders shared them with friends and neighbors. 
Some also found their way to convenient niches for others 
to find.
In April the Portsmouth church hosted a youth rally where 
approximately 40-50 young people attended. On top of the 
fellowship and powerful messages presented that weekend 
the youth got involved in outreach.  Many of the young 
people went out into the community doing pray-walking 
where they were praying for the people they came in con-
tact with. Many of the young people also shared Glow 
Tracts with the community. 
The Portsmouth church is truly blessed to have an active 
Pathfinders club which is led by some amazing servants of 

Christ. Kurt and Karen Amos are the adult leaders of our 
club, who are assisted by several other dedicated adults 
who give of their time, energy, and skills to help young 
people grow in Christ. 
Watch for powerful things to come from this group of mi-
raculous people! This fall when regular meetings resume 
Portsmouth Pathfinders are planning outreach in Dover, 
New Hampshire.  Please pray for the Pathfinders to keep 
divine appointments that God has set for them!    
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the ChiLDren of ChriSt:  bearerS of fruit
By Rick Kuntz
Evangelism is the heart, soul, and ultimate purpose of the 
Seventh-day Adventist Church; It is our task and privilege to 
reveal the true character of our Creator, Jesus Christ, accom-
panied by a most solemn warning to every precious person 
in the world.  But have we embraced our mission?  And, 
critically, are we bearing fruit?
Jesus Christ has been, is, and will always be the greatest and 
most polarizing figure ever known.  When He is revealed in 
clarity, no one can stay neutral in relation to Him.  In John 
14:6 He emphatically stated: “I am the way, the truth, and 
the life, no one comes to the Father but through Me.”  Either 
He is all that He says He is, or He is the biggest fraud and 
fool ever.  Jesus confronted hypocrisy, self-seeking, pride 
and evil – no compromise!  He poured Himself out on seem-

Doug Berrill meets with members of the Portsmouth Living Waters 
Pathfinder Club

ingly hopeless people.  “He was despised and forsaken 
of men, A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 
and like one from whom men hid their face, He was 
despised and we did not esteem Him.  Surely our griefs 
He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried….  But 
He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was 
crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our well-
being fell on him, and by His scourging we are healed.  
All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has 
turned to his own way; but the Lord has caused the 
iniquity of us all to fall on Him.”  Isaiah 53:3-6.  
Such a Creator and redeemer, who has been treated as 
we deserve, calls for a return on His investment in us.  
No halfhearted church work or church attendance will 
do.  He says, in Luke 13:27: “Whoever does not carry 
his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.”  
Full stop.  
So, have you embraced His cross?  Jesus told Nicode-
mus in John 3:3, “Truly, truly, I say unto you, unless 
one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  
Jesus is still speaking these same words to us in NNEC 
today.  So here it is:  have I, have you, embraced His 
cross and been born again?  If we have been born 
again, and Christ is in us, will we not be compelled by 
that love to seek and save the lost? (Luke 19:10).  “No 
more could a soul who possesses Christ be hindered 
from confessing Him than could the waters of Niagara 
be stopped from flowing over the falls” (Testimonies 
pg. 233).  
In Matthew 28:19 Jesus says, "Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.” Mak-
ing disciples is the heart of evangelism. This involves 
much time, love, patience and commitment to people 
who struggle and disappoint us. But when the love of 
God is in our hearts we see the eternal value of each 
person to the heart of God. We are constrained by 
God's agape love to come close and give ourselves 
completely to the people.
Will you respond with heart and soul to seek and save 
those who are oppressed in guilt and shame and hope-
lessness? Will you lay all of yourself on the altar of 
sacrifice, your time, treasure, and talents? Jesus told 
His servant in Luke 14:23 to "Go out quickly into the 
streets and lanes of the city and bring in the poor and 
crippled and blind and lame." Our Savior sends us to 
those around us, and all the power of the Holy Spirit 
will fill us as we go.

Mark 16:15
 “And he said to them, “Go  

into all the world and preach the  
gospel to every creature.”  NKJV
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Summary:  People in Northern New England are mostly middle class, very well educated, very, 
very white, and very, very secular.  Is there a way that the very characteristics that make these 
precious people difficult to witness to can be turned around and used as a way to appeal to them?

Data and Analysis

Analysis: Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont are the 
least diverse states in the nation, with whites making up 
at least 94% of the population in each state.  Most of the 
growth in the North American Adventist church in the 
last decade has come from minority groups.   

Analysis: Hispanics are the fastest-growing group in 
Northern New England, and they are projected to grow 
by at least another 250% by 2050.  Does your church 
have a Hispanic strategy or a Hispanic outreach?

Analysis:  Northern New England is hands-down the 
least religious region in the United States.  In a 2013 Gal-
lup poll that ranked the states from most religious to least 
religious, the 48th, 49th and 50th places were filled by 
Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont respectively.  

Analysis:  Vermont and New Hampshire both rank in the 
top-10 most educated states in the union, with Maine fol-
lowing as part of the top-20.  However, too often an edu-
cation seems to be accompanied by a religious cynicism.
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The Northern New England Conference 
has some of the oldest Adventist churches 
in existence (and that is true whether you 
are measuring by buildings or congrega-
tions).  We have had some 150 years to 
grow and evangelize and become a bright 
light to the communities we labor in.  But 
evangelism is not backward-looking, it 
is forward-looking; what generations 
of the faithful have done is wonderful, 
but what we do today is critical.  In this 
context, the map is useful.  Where should 
churches think about starting a branch 
Sabbath School?  Where are there gaps 
in our community services and education 
outreaches?  
The four circles represent market statisti-
cal areas (“MSA’s”, which are defined 
regions).  These MSA’s represent the 
most secular populations in the United 
States.  NNEC is the only conference in 
the North American Division to have all 
of its major population centers considered 
hard-core centers of secularism.  

Map from National Geographic’s MapMaker Interactive; data from NNEC

Map from National Geographic’s MapMaker Interactive; data from NNEC

This map is the same as the one at the 
top of the page, but showing popula-
tion densities.  The darker the map, the 
more people per square mile.  Montreal 
and Quebec are clearly identifiable in 
the upper left hand area, while you can 
clearly see greater Boston in the lower 
center of the map.  Looking at the map, 
a few questions arise in the context of 
evangelism:  Is the fairly big gap around 
Augusta, Maine, an opportunity?  Is there 
a church planting opportunity in Northern 
Vermont?  Is there a church planting op-
portunity in southern New Hampshire or 
southern Maine?  Where in your area is 
the Lord drawing your attention?



in Europe.  There 
are only a few 
Sunday churches 
in Northern New 
England that are 
conducting messy 
churches (and, in-
terestingly, they 
are doing it on 
Saturday).  Basi-
cally, the field is 
open. 
Hungry for more?  Watch the Adventist Mission Messy 
Church video.  Google “Adventist Mission Messy Church 
You Tube.”  The video features an Adventist church in the 
UK that is completely overtaken with community members 
one Sabbath afternoon a month.  They get between 200 and 
250 regular attendees every messy church Sabbath.  Which 
church in our conference will be the first to try this?
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Best Practices

Vacation Bible School at Woodstock 
    A Team Effort That Worked
By Terry Merrill and Winnie Hodson
It takes a team to make Vacation Bible School work.  Some 
team members are tasked with transforming the church into 
something entirely different—an exotic beach or a dark 
jungle or a village on a far continent.  Other team members 
concentrate on getting the word out to the entire community 
and setting up registration.  Still other team members care-
fully plan out all activities and get needed supplies lined 
up.  And, finally, there are the leaders who pull everything 
together and constantly stay on top of tasks and challenges.  
The Woodstock, Maine, church recently held a VBS and it 
was a joyful experience.  The team worked, in every sense 
of the word, and the outreach effort worked—the church 
was alive with kids and parents from the community all 
through the VBS program.  
The kids who visited traveled back in time to “Hometown 
Nazareth” to learn about Jesus in his childhood setting. The 
kids were divided into “tribes” and throughout the week 
the tribes visited Mary’s house to learn from her what it 
was like to be the mother of such a wonderful child. Mary 
designed such a realistic home that children could not wait 
to visit there! They sat in her house and listened as Mary 
(Monda Fasholz) inspired them to help convince Eunice 
(Alexandria Bellamy), her skeptical friend, to give her life 
to Jesus.  
Jesus (Pastor Greg Carlson or Jerry Verrill) wandered 
through Nazareth, visiting with the tribes and offering 
warm hugs which tribe members willingly returned.
Each tribe was led by our enthusiastic teens as they nur-
tured and inspired their tribes each evening.  In fact, the 
22 registered kids (and more who had not registered) were 
led by seven teen volunteers:  Kelsey Mills, Lance Dorval, 
Ryan Slocum, Cassie Lane, Conrad Dorval, Robert Slo-
cum, and Meagan Hodson.  During tribe meetings, tribes 

FAMILY EVANGELISM
meSSy ChurCh 
The Northern New England Conference operates in the 
most secular part of the United States.  And, let’s face it, we 
have a tough time getting community members to attend 
our outreach events.  But, if we have a tough time, most 
churches in Europe have it even tougher:  much of Europe 
is far more secular than Northern New England.  That be-
ing the case, if some European churches are using a method 
that successfully brings families to their church, shouldn’t 
we sit up and take notice?  And if that method is credible 
and Christ-centered, shouldn’t we be fascinated by it and 
planning to replicate it?  Yes!  Absolutely!
Welcome to messy church.  What is messy church?  Any-
one who has worked with young people or who has put on a 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) will immediately understand 
the attraction that messy church has for kids:  They get to 
do lots of hands-on stuff and they get messy.  Sometimes 
really messy.  And they learn about Jesus while doing it.  
Museums have learned that young parents with kids will 
drive quite a distance and then line up for an hour just to go 
to a comprehensive display that lets kids touch and feel and 
get involved.  The Museums have also learned that the kids 
learn a great deal while they are touching and doing.  The 
lesson transfers directly to churches and directly to spiritual 
lessons: have a spiritual event for young families that in-
volves a great deal of touching and doing. Preferably messy 
touching and doing that kids don’t normally get to do.  In-
terestingly, churches that have put on a VBS or have a Path-
finder club (and, one way or another, that includes most of 
our churches) already have part of the mindset needed and 
may have some of the equipment needed to put on a messy 
church that will attract young families.  
Sold on the concept but not quite sure how to proceed?  No 
problem.  The messy church website (messychurch.org.uk) 
has tremendous paid and free resources available, includ-
ing idea guides, training videos, etc.  Registration on the 
site and permission to use the materials and logo design is 
fairly straightforward.  And then the program brainstorm-
ing starts.  Finger-painting scenes from the Bible across 
large canvases?  Go for it (but use a drop cloth on the floor 
and walls of the fellowship hall).  Building sand castles (or 
sand sculpting or sand-drip art) versus building on rock?  
Go for it (and bring along the Shop Vac).  Some churches 
have one messy church a month and they make a big deal 
out of it: messy church is held during Sabbath School hours 
and through part of church, then the (cleaned up) kids file 
in just in time for Children’s story, followed by a sermon 
that is short enough and has enough illustrations to engage 
kids (and their parents).  Other churches hold their messy 
church in the afternoon, separate from their divine service.  
Messy church gives parents a break and allows them to en-
gage with other adults in a spiritual setting.  It works.  Kids 
absolutely love it.  European churches are significantly en-
gaged in this outreach, and that includes Adventist churches 

Messy Church attendees enjoying crafts at 
Plymouth SDA Church in the UK



CoNNECting with Christ and Others  

learned memory 
verses, planned and 
designed tribe names, 
and shared ”God 
sightings.”  
As the tribes trav-
elled through Naza-
reth, they enjoyed 
crafts designed to 
help them under-
stand life in the time 
of Jesus.  Their craft 
leaders, (Kendy Lane 
and Faith Wilson) 
also helped them design elephant banks which were filled with 
their offerings and will be used to provide Bibles to children 
in Thailand.  During this time they also enjoyed simple, semi-
authentic refreshments which were served to hungry tribes by 
Phil Merrill and Laurie Wilson.  
Tremendous energy was expended as the tribes played games 
that children would have played with Jesus.  Forestdale Chris-
tian School teacher Elizabeth Somers had boundless enthusi-
asm with the children and the school’s newest teacher, Cara 
Simonds and her mother, Cheryl, assisted. 
The tribes raised their excited voices and bodies in active songs 
(Winnie Hodson and Kendy Lane) each night.  Drama presen-
tations by the teens emphasized each day’s learning, while at 
the end of each program the youngest children volunteered to 
lead and closed the program with their spontaneous prayers.  
The well-attended closing program highlighted the events of 
the week and allowed families to see the magnificent set cre-
ated and hand-painted by Gina Poland and JoAnn Appleby.  A 
beautiful wrap-up video, songs, (by Christie Hodson) Bible 
verses and drama created a wonderful snapshot of Jesus as a 
child.
The entire program was the result of a great deal of work but 
in the end it was worth it because it worked.  Families who had 
never visited the church brought their kids and the families 
formed bonds of friendship.  But of far greater importance, the 
kids were introduced to Christ and for everyone involved, that 
worked.  
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One of the elaborate "village" sets takes 
up the stage in the sanctuary at Wood-
stock church

Spring Prayer Retreat Was Blessed!
By Kelly Veilleux
Spring Prayer Retreat, May 2015 – “Living the 
Gospel” was a huge blessing to all who attended!  
From the messages to the simple practical health-
related seminars combined with the fellowship & 
prayers, this retreat will go down as one of the best 
ever held in NNEC!  The impact prayer retreats 
have on the lives of so many is what makes all the 
hours of work worth it all.  Read for yourself this 
email the ministry leaders received:
Dear Kelly,
God did it again!  What a blessing to be a part 
of the recent prayer retreat at Camp Lawroweld! 
How often in my life have I been critical of some-
one or something only to find out later how wrong 
I was after God worked it out for me to get close to 
that person or situation and discover I was totally 
wrong. What a rebuke in my heart as I sought our 
Lord for forgiveness. Well, I must confess Prayer 
Retreat has always been low on my list of things 
to do. As usual, I wrongly anticipated "days" 
on our knees in private and corporate prayer at 
these Retreats when that experience just seems 
to frighten me. Something seems amiss with my 
prayer life. But, God had a plan. He got us to the 
recent Prayer Retreat and I can't thank you and 
your team enough!  It was by far one of the richest 
experiences we ever had in our 29 years in Advent-
ism. The presence of the Holy Spirit was obvious, 
the people there were so full of His love, and the 
messages were not only inspiring but challenging. 
How could I have been so totally wrong again! 
Thank you, thank you, and thank you! Believe me, 
we will be back!!  

Don’t miss the fall Prayer Retreat, Oct 8-11, the 
theme is “The Ministry of Healing.”

Witnessing is part of everything Estabrook does, including 
its evening Spring Concert and Year’s End Program, held 
in early June.  Choral readings from Job chapter 12 and 
1 Corinthians 13 were included among a variety of musi-
cal selections and the audience, including many community 
members, was invited to sing along with this year’s theme, 
“Everlasting.”  Certificates recognizing character develop-
ment, now a long-standing tradition at Estabrook, were pre-
sented to each student.  . 
Please support Estabrook Christian School through your 
prayers.  Applications for the 2015-2016 school year are 
now being processed and families inside and outside of the 
church are weighing sending their children to this growing 
school for an education that can make an eternal difference.

eStabrook growing...  (continued from pg. 3)

Estabrrok students and guests learned how to "mush"!   
Photo by Ed Runnels
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make our camp run are going to be effective spiritual mentors to campers at a time of high stress, then they need to 
have their own spiritual mentors.”  Tamaleaa’s concern extends beyond immediate witnessing.  “Being on camp staff 
means that these young people are going through periods of high personal growth, and thus it is doubly essential that 
they have spiritual counselors that will help them grow in the right direction now and in the future.  Essentially, the 
ministry at Camp Lawroweld should complete a full circle and should encompass the leadership, the staff, and the 
campers, with each group providing a blessing to the others.”  
Tamaleaa recently added a camp staff spiritual counselor position to the roster at Camp Lawroweld and describes 
the responsibilities of the position broadly.  “The staff spiritual counselor position will probably be shared by several 
people over the course of the summer, and some of those people will be pastors and some will not.  But over all, it is 
essential for the counselor to be able to connect with the young people that staff the camp.  The counselors should be 
able to sense which kids need to talk and unburden themselves.  They need to be able to talk about dating, about rela-
tionships, about peer conflict, about the use and abuse of power, and how to deal with stress.  And more than anything 
else, the counselor needs to be able to help young people talk to kids about Christ.  The spiritual counselor position 
really is a critical one.”
“The bottom line,” says Tamaleaa, “is that camp should be an intensely fun experience while being an intensely 
meaningful one on a spiritual level.  And it should be all of those things for our campers and our camp staff.   If we 
can make the spiritual life of our camp staff richer, then we will make the spiritual life of our campers richer.  And if 
we do that, then we are fulfilling our primary objective as a camp.”

Camp LawroweLd: (continued from pg. 1)

ence knows our mission statement and can repeat it by heart when asked what the Seventh-day Adventist Church in 
Northern New England is all about.  In fact, if you bump into a conference officer at campmeeting you are likely to 
be asked, “What is our conference’s new mission statement?”  Memorize it now so that you can receive a free gift 
for quoting it correctly.  
However, knowing our mission statement should not be an academic exercise akin to the countless bits of trivia that 
flood our brains as part of the human experience.  If so, we have wasted our time.  Rather, knowing our mission 
statement becomes exciting when we interpret Adventism through the lens of Connecting with Christ and Others! 
Next, there is a clear linkage between our new mission statement and our statement of values.  As a reminder our 
new statement of values is an acrostic that spells Christ.  It reads…

Because Jesus Christ is everything to us, the NNEC values—
Courage and risk taking to advance the kingdom of Christ.  This courage comes from trusting His  
promise to be with us as we follow His word (Joshua 1:6).
Heart-felt love for God and others that compels us to serve unselfishly and enthusiastically  
(Matthew 22:37-38; Matthew 25:31-36).
Reliance on the indwelling of the Holy Spirit to live for the glory of God (Galatians 2:20; Acts 1:8;  
Colossians 1:27; Ephesians 4; Revelation 14:6-16). 
Integrity and transparency in all our actions, offering respect and support to the leaders God has  
put over us (John 18:19-23; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-210.
Sharing the joyous new life in Christ, and the privilege of being a part of God’s remnant church  
(Romans 12; John 17; Revelation 12:17).
Truth about ourselves, His Righteousness and His gifts of grace, faith and repentance (Revelation 3:14-22; 
Revelation 14:6-16; Revelation 18:1-8).

As you can see, our mission statement flows clearly from the values that we hold dear.  These values are referred 
to often, and serve as a guide for organizational decision making.  Furthermore, Christ is preeminent in both state-
ments.  
Lastly, I like the new mission statement because it carries a strong evangelistic component.  Our experience as Ad-
ventists in Northern New England is more than just getting ourselves and our families ready for heaven.  If we are to 
be faithful to what Jesus has commanded us to do, then we will be about our Father’s business of inviting others to 
experience the joys of salvation.  I once heard Robert S. Folkenburg say, “There is no such thing as a non-witnessing 
Christian.”  There is a poignancy in his words that is captured by our new mission statement.
I hope you will commit it to memory.  What’s more, I hope you will join me in living our new mission statement 
and using it as the guiding principle for how we do Adventism here in the Northern New England Conference.  Let’s 
commit ourselves to Connecting with Christ and Others!

Our New Mission Statement (continued from pg. 1)
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ConCorD anD LaConia women Serving 
kiDS through an aLL-night Quitathon

By Sue Gleason
A few months back seven dedicated women 
from the Laconia & Concord New Hamp-
shire Chapter of “IT’S MY VERY OWN: 
Bags of Love” set out to the Concord 
Church on a cold late afternoon for their first 

ever, annual 
a l l - n i g h t 
Quiltathon.  
They had 
come with 
s e w i n g 
machines, 
s e w i n g 
s u p p l i e s , 
fabric, and 

bedding, prepared to make quilts and bags 
for children in transition and need in Mer-
rimack & Belknap Counties of New Hamp-
shire.    
Inspired and led 
by Edna Ger-
rans, they closed 
the Sabbath with 
worship, then en-
joyed fellowship 
and, of course, 
food.  Show and 
tell came next.  
Much inspiration 
and instruction 
came from the par-
ticipants as they 
shared completed 
quilts, patterns, books, magazines and 
ideas.  Then it was down to work….sew-
ing, talking, laughing and sharing, thus 
ministering to each other (as a part of 
Women’s Ministries) while ministering to 
the children served by community services.
One young woman completed her first 
quilt ever!  When eyelids got too heavy, the 
women rolled out sleeping bags on cots, 
mattresses and couches.  But bright and 
early, after a hot breakfast, they were back 
at their machines.  Edna, who had prepared 
kits for a new pattern, taught the ladies 
how to put it together.  By 2 pm, they had 6 
Bargello quilt tops completed, 6 completed 
quilts in other patterns and 4 duffel bags 
completed.  The women—now closer knit 
than ever—are eagerly looking forward to 
next year when they hope more people join 
in on the fun and ministry! 

Sue Gleason works on a quilt 
during the wee hours of the quilt-
a-thon

One of the beautiful 
quilts completed during 
the all-night quilt-a-thon

saved. Soon life-saving companies were formed all over coastal New 
England, and the little huts turned into very nice facilities.
But then a funny thing happened, the United States Coast Guard was 
organized and as they gradually expanded their efforts, the volunteers 
quit helping ship wreck victims. They rationalized this with opinions 
like, “We really aren’t trained,” and “Let’s let the paid profession-
als go out.”  But then something even stranger happened. You would 
think the Life Saving Stations would have disbanded, because their 
entire purpose was the salvation of souls. If they weren’t going to do 
that why continue? But, amazingly, they continued to meet. In fact 
there are a few groups that still meet to this day. They fellowship to-
gether, they reminisce about when they were actually an active unit 
engaged in a dangerous mission to save the victims of ship wrecks. 
But they don’t actually participate in life saving anymore. It’s kind 
of sad really. Their refuge huts have become meeting halls, museums 
and private homes. They haven’t saved anyone in a long time and their 
numbers have dwindled and dwindled. 
Does that sound like a familiar story to you? Unfortunately, it sounds 
like the story of a lot of churches and a lot of Christians I’ve seen 
over the years. When a church begins they know their mission, it’s to 
save the lost. They are organized to reach out to people whose lives 
are in the chaos of a figurative ship wreck. But all too often a church 
forgets its mission, the members forget what they’ve been called to ac-
complish. The church building which once used to be a refuge for lost 
and hurting people becomes nothing more than a museum for those 
who’ve already been found! When that happens it’s so sad because 
we’ve lost the essence of why God called us into existence, we’ve lost 
our purpose and we live shallow, unfulfilled lives. 
God is calling us to care more about others than we care about our-
selves. He’s calling us to organize our worship services and our every 
effort to appeal to and reach out to the person who needs to know 
Jesus. He’s called us to orchestrate our every effort intentionally and 
prayerfully to be effective in reaching lost souls. This is why we exist. 
If we aren’t in the business of saving souls we might as well change 
the sign in front of our buildings to say, “Seventh-day Adventist Social 
Club.”
I John 4:20 says, “Those who do not love their brother, who is visible, 
cannot love God who is invisible.”
God has not called us to meet in safety and in a way that serves only 
our own preferences. He’s called us to go out, even if we don’t come 
back!

Life Saving StationS (continued from pg. 2)

1 Peter 3:15
  "Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts,  
and always he ready to give a defense to  
everyone who asks you a reason for the hope 

that is in you." NKJV
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