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Northern New England’s First  
                  NETS Graduate!

By Scott Christiansen, Editor
Ask Doug Berrill what his experience in the NETS program 
has been like and he will give you a huge smile and a one-
word summary:  “Awesome!”  NETS is the Northeast Evange-
lism Training School, and it is located on the campus of Atlan-
tic Union College (AUC) in South Lancaster, Massachusetts.  
Doug is the first person from NNEC to attend the four-month 
resident program, designed to prepare people for skilled, lay-
evangelism work.  The intensive program immerses students 
in classes and field work, where they conduct door-to-door 
evangelism, Bible studies, and assist with public outreach ef-
forts.  

Doug had long served 
in his home church in 
Rochester, New Hamp-
shire, first as a deacon 
and then as an elder, 
but he kept feeling that 
he was being called to 
do more. He consid-
ered ministry, but felt he 
lacked training.  Then 
he heard about NETS, 
which is specially de-
signed to equip warriors 

for God with the tools they need to be skilled at winning souls 
for Christ in their area.  Doug told his wife about the pro-
gram, and pointed out the disadvantages  of going–they didn’t 
have the more than $4000 tuition, he couldn’t work during the 
program so they would lose income, and they would be sepa-
rated a great deal for four months.  But despite the hurdles, his 
wife encouraged him to join the program.  Lacking money, he 
stepped out in faith and registered. “I was absolutely amazed,” 
he says, “at how financial help spontaneously came once I 
stepped out in faith.”  
Doug describes NETS as “lots of studying, lots of learn-
ing, and lots of fieldwork.”  He started out his fieldwork in a  

The Old Testament Sanctuary  
Comes to Camp Meeting? 

 By Bob Cundiff
Do you understand the sanctuary doctrine?  There are 28 doc-
trines in the Adventist Church, also known as fundamental be-
liefs.  The doctrine of the sanctuary is number 24.   It reads…
There is a sanctuary in heaven, the true tabernacle which the 
Lord set up and not man. In it Christ ministers on our behalf, 
making available to believers the benefits of His atoning sac-
rifice offered once for all on the cross. He was inaugurated as 
our great High Priest and began His intercessory ministry at 
the time of His ascension. In 1844, at the end of the prophetic 
period of 2300 days, He entered the second and last phase of 
His atoning ministry. It is a work of investigative judgment 
which is part of the ultimate disposition of all sin, typified by 
the cleansing of the ancient Hebrew sanctuary on the Day of 
Atonement. In that typical service the sanctuary was cleansed 
with the blood of animal sacrifices, but the heavenly things 
are purified with the perfect sacrifice of the blood of Jesus. 
The investigative judgment reveals to heavenly intelligences 
who among the dead are asleep in Christ and therefore, in 
Him, are deemed worthy to have part in the first resurrection. 
It also makes manifest who among the living are abiding in 
Christ, keeping the commandments of God and the faith of Je-
sus, and in Him, therefore, are ready for translation into His 
everlasting kingdom. This judgment vindicates the justice of 

Sanctuary

(continued on pg. 3)
(continued on pg. 11)

Doug Berrill (L), recent NETS program 
graduate, and Eric Flickinger, former di-
rector of the NETS program
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Time                                                  
By Ted Huskins

Time is one of the great mys-
teries of life.  Albert Einstein 
said, “The only reason we 
have time is so that every-
thing doesn’t happen all at 

once.”  There are many de-
bates about time:  is it real or a human con-

struct?  Is God outside of time or does He merely tran-
scend it?  Is timelessness the fourth dimension?  Those 
are questions we could discuss and debate until Jesus 
comes.    But let’s sweep these questions aside for now, 
because I want to talk to you about time – not as a philo-
sophical idea but as a practical part of how we live our 
life and serve the God who loves us.  
Our time on this earth is not something we have any 
measure of control over.  Psalm 39:4 says, “Lord, make 
me to know mine end, and the measure of my days, what 

Concord Baptisms
By Cheryl Johnson
Over the years, Ethel Milano has 
seen three of her adult children and 
several grandchildren baptized and 
become active members of the Con-
cord Church.  Four years ago one 
son, Brian, entered into pastoral 
ministry.  About a year ago the Holy 
Spirit put in Ethel a hunger for Bible 
truth, and she began talking about 
that to Brian.  They soon were going 
over Bible studies, and Ethel began 
to see things in a new light.  Fol-
lowing the Lord in everything took 
on new urgency for her. She made 
her decision to be baptized, and on 
August 31, 2014, she walked with 
Brian into the Suncook River in Ep-
som, New Hampshire.  There, with 
unutterable joy, Brian lowered her 
under the water and raised her up to 

Northeast Kingdom of Vermont  
Celebrates Church Growth
By Katherine Johnson
The Lord is at work blessing His 
people in what’s known as the North-
east Kingdom of Vermont.  The Mor-
risville, Newport and St. Johnsbury 
churches have each had the privilege 
of welcoming new members over the 
past few months. 
Joshua Daniel Morrison was baptized 
by Pastor Harry Sabnani on August 2 
while attending Camp Lawroweld. He 
joined the Morrisville Church where 
he continues to be very active. Mal-
colm Kendall and Norma Verge were 
baptized by Pastor Cornel Preda on 
August 16 in the cool waters of Lake 
Willoughby. Katie Osborne was also 
baptized by Pastor Cornel in the cold 
water of the Atlantic Ocean on Sep-
tember 20. They have all joined the 
Newport Church family.  Katie is also 
very active in the Bordoville Church 
each Sabbath.  Tony Hinkson was 
baptized by Pastor Cornel on October 
11 and has joined the St. Johnsbury 
Church. 
Please join us in praying for these dear 
souls as they continue their spiritual 
journey following the path that the 
Lord has laid out before them.  We 
praise God for blessing us through 
them each Sabbath!

 Tony Hinkson (L) and Pastor Cornel Preda (R)

(L-R) Katie Osborne, Norma Verge, Pastor 
Cornel Preda and Malcolm Kendall

Pastor Cornel Preda (L) and Joshua Daniel 
Morrison (R)

Ethel Milano being baptized by her son,  
Pastor Brian Milano

it is: that I may know how frail I am. Behold, thou hast 
made my days as an handbreadth; and mine age is as 
nothing before thee.” Our days on this earth are num-
bered.  The time we are given is a gift from God.  It is a 
gift more precious than any other gift we are given.  We 
should pray every day that God will give us the wisdom 
to live this day as He would want us to.  We should focus 
our energy and our time in unity with our church family 
so that we can make the greatest possible impact upon 
our communities.  
We have been given a special message for a special time.  
We are called to share that message in relevant ways, to 
reach the heart of the people of our generation and hasten 
the soon return of the Lord.  And we’re running out of 
time to do just that.
Won’t you join me in praying this year for wisdom from 
the God who not only numbers our days but has gifted 
us with them?  Let’s pray that we can be good stewards 
and use our time wisely and in harmony with others to 
share God’s love.    
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the new life in Christ.  What a high day for the members 
of the Milano family and the Concord church family!
About a year ago, three beautiful young ladies, Violet 
Uwase, Nyiramugisha Mutoni, and Yvette Mahoro, ar-
rived in the U.S. from refugee camps in East Africa.  
Their families were members of the Adventist Church 
but they had not yet been baptized.  Soon after their ar-
rival, they expressed interest in preparing for baptism 
and began Bible study lessons in English. Assisting them 
were Martin and Jacqueline Harerimana, who came from 
Africa several years before.  On Sabbath, January 3, these 
precious daughters of God were baptized together with 
some of their friends from high school in attendance.  

3

L-R: Violet Uwase, Nyiramugisha Mutoni, Yvette Mahoro, Pastor 
Cliff Gleason 

God in saving those who believe in Jesus. It declares that 
those who have remained loyal to God shall receive the 
kingdom. The completion of this ministry of Christ will 
mark the close of human probation before the Second 
Advent. (Heb. 8:1-5; 4:14-16; 9:11-28; 10:19-22; 1:3; 
2:16, 17; Dan. 7:9-27; 8:13, 14; 9:24-27; Num. 14:34; 
Eze. 4:6; Lev. 16; Rev. 14:6, 7; 20:12; 14:12; 22:12).
Does that seem like a theological mouthful to you?  Did 
you understand what you just read?  Many have strug-
gled to understand this doctrine.  Some have felt bad 
about their lack of understanding because it is, after all, 
a “fundamental belief.”  This means that it is essential to 
our identity as a people.  In fact, this doctrine is the only 
one we hold that is unique to the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church.  This uniqueness is one of the things that makes 
us Adventists.  
I’m pleased to share that this year’s camp meeting theme 
is, Thy way, O God is in the Sanctuary.  If that theme 
sounds familiar to you it’s because it’s a verse from 
Psalm 77:13.  I’m also excited to share that we will 
have a full scale model of the earthly sanctuary at camp 
meeting!  Yes, you read that correctly:  A FULL SCALE 
MODEL of the earthly sanctuary will be present at this 

year’s camp meeting!  You will be able to walk through 
the sanctuary just as the priests of Israel did thousands of 
years ago.  
Imagine stepping through the gate of the outer court 
and approaching the altar of sacrifice just as our spiri-
tual forebears did so long ago.  But instead of worship-
ing there and being turned back by a priestly attendant, 
you will be able to walk past the laver and enter the holy 
place.  Here you can view the sacred objects of furniture 
that were housed in this outer room.  The lampstand that 
represented Jesus as the light of the world will be there, 
as will the golden bowl perched atop the table of show-
bread.  This fresh bread pointed to Jesus as the bread of 
life.  The altar of incense will be in its proper place to 
symbolize the prayers of God’s children ascending to the 
throne.  
Next, you will enter the most holy place and view the 
dual angels with outstretched wings covering the Ark of 
the Covenant!  The high priest will be there conducting 
his sacred work in his priestly array.  If you are a visual or 
kinesthetic learner, this experience will be a feast!  
Northern New England Conference has contracted with 
a ministry called Messiah’s Mansion that will bring this 
full-scale model of the sanctuary to help us learn more 
about this important doctrine.  The sanctuary, its furnish-
ings and outer walls are so large and detailed that they 
are transported in a tractor trailer!  In case I’m not being 
clear….THIS IS A BIG DEAL!
One important change you will witness at this year’s 
camp meeting is the presence of more community mem-
bers.  We will invite the public to tour the sanctuary.   It is 
not uncommon for groups to drive as far as  three hours 
to participate in a sanctuary tour.  This will transform 
camp meeting into an evangelistic event for our confer-
ence!
Our prayer is that our efforts to learn more about the 
sanctuary doctrine will simultaneously provide an op-
portunity to reach out to our neighbors.  Come and be a 
part of this wonderful experience, because Thy way, O 
God is in the sanctuary. 

...Sanctuary...  (continued from pg. 1)
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Mountain View Values their Youth
By Mary Miller
The Mountain View Church values children and 
youth; I think you would wish you were a child 
again if you saw some of the events directed to-
ward children in Vernon, Vermont.

This year, church mem-
bers, Dennis and Deb-
bie Campbell, continued 
their efforts in the cradle 
roll division with amaz-
ing props.  They want the 
children to look forward 
to Sabbath School so 
they make the program 
visually special for the 
little members to learn 
of Jesus and His love for 
them.

After studying 
about the birth 
of Jesus last 
quarter, the chil-
dren are now 
learning about 
Jesus as a child: 
how He slept, 
what He had for 
lights, what type 
of house He had, His Bible scroll and how He got 
water.

4

“Whoever humbles himself  
like this child is the greatest in the  
kingdom of heaven...”   Matthew 18: 4

Power of Praise - The Story
By Cheryl Johnson

The Concord, New Hampshire Church is doing exciting 
things! They’ve started several different groups to help 
church members and folks in the community.

The first group was developed by 
Pastor Cliff Gleason and Eddy 
Travis, Temperance Leader of 
the Concord, New Hampshire 
Church. They decided that the 
healing received from this group 
must be the result of powerful 
praise to Jesus, and so they chose 
the name “Power of Praise” or 
POP for short. The ministry con-
tinues to be a blessing to many 

every Thursday night.  The meetings consist of praise time 
including music, Bible or book study, and then a discussion 
in a group setting.
Shortly after beginning the week-
ly POP meetings, another church 
member, Mark Lacerte, was wel-
comed to the team by Eddy and 
his wife Cynthia, and together 
they developed the “Power of 
Food” ministry.  This idea was 
a result of studying the Spirit of 
Prophecy with the discussion 
groups in POP.  Because of this, 
an inviting meal is offered before 
each Thursday night POP meet-
ing, prepared by church mem-
ber Amy McEntee. The mission 
of this group is to teach church 
members and folks in the com-
munity that it is “Our duty as 
Christians is to understand and 
respect the principles of health 
reform. Appetite must not be 
your god. The controlling power 
of appetite will prove the ruin of 
thousands, when, if they had con-
quered on this point, they would have moral power to gain 
victory over every other temptation of Satan.” Counsels on 
Diets and Foods, Ellen G. White, p. 16.
Another ministry started at the Concord Church is a Jesus 
Christ-centered 12-Step Recovery group called the “Journey 
to Wholeness.”  The group meets the first Sabbath of each 
month for intensive Bible study immediately following the 
church’s monthly potluck fellowship dinner.  This group is 
well into a one-year focus on the necessary recovery steps so 
we can get to know Him better.  
If you’d like more information on what these groups are all 
about, please contact the church at 603-224-3641.

Eddy and Cindy Travis

Amy McEntee whips up 
some fabulous meals for the 
Power of Food ministry.

Mark Lecerte co-organized 
the Power of Food program 
with Eddy Travis
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Public school enrollments are in a long-term down-trend 
across northern New England.  In Maine, enrollments 
were down 15% over the period (figures available from 
Maine Department of Education do include some esti-
mates, as opposed to the precise data from Vermont and 
New Hampshire).  In New Hampshire, enrollments were 
down 10% over the period.  In Vermont, enrollments 
were down almost 20% over the period.  The average 
loss in enrollment over the period and across the states 
is 15%.

Analysis:  The number of students enrolled in NNEC 
schools has varied, probably influenced by birth-rates, 
family migration patterns, and the overall aging popula-
tion of Northern New England. The peak student enroll-
ment came in 2003, with 397 students enrolled.  Inter-
estingly, a secondary “peak” in 2012 put enrollment at 
that time at almost exactly what it was in 1999.  How-
ever, losses in just two schools pulled the numbers down 
dramatically from 2013 to this year.  The closing of Kel-
logg Christian School and the virtual collapse at Central 
Vermont Academy (which had 70 students in 2003 and 
has just 5 students this year) accounted for much of the 
decline in student numbers.  Each school in the confer-
ence is critically important.

Analysis:  There are 17 NNEC schools that were open 
at one time or another over the past 14 years.  Of these 
schools, 14 are currently open.  However, the “health” 
of the schools is mixed (see map on page 7) and thus 
there is work to be done.   The number of schools open 
in the Northern New England Conference (NNEC) has 
stayed fairly stable and has shown little growth over the 
past 13 years.

Data and Analysis

Membership has grown from 4351 members in 1999 
to 5278 members in 2014.   This represents an annual 
growth rate of about 1.25% annually.  This is not a robust 
growth rate by any measure.  On the other hand, it has to 
be evaluated against the back-drop of most or all major 
religions having negative growth rates in the region over 
the same time period.  In this context, any growth at all is 
spectacular.  Dropping NNEC school enrollments cannot 
be linked to membership because membership is grow-
ing.  However, the fact that NNEC membership is getting 
older, “graying” is the term, may be putting downward 
pressure on enrollment even while membership grows. 

(continued on pg. 6)
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By Trevor Schlisner
It has gradually become 
bothersome to me to 
hear that our youth are 
“our future.”  I used to 
use the phrase frequent-
ly, not appreciating the 
message it implies.  I’ve 
used this term when try-
ing to say that our young 

people are the future leaders of this church.  However, 
the message implies that youth don’t play a pivotal role 
in our church now.  And that message is exactly wrong.
The Bible, history, and the founding of our own church 
teach us that youth can do a mighty work now.  The Bible 
gives us the examples of Joseph, David, Daniel, and many 
other youth who had the courage to stand for their convic-
tions. The reformation saw Germany become 70% Prot-
estant in just one generation, largely due to the schools 
that were set up by Luther and Melanchthon. Then there 
is our own movement. Friends, it was on the backs of 
youth that the end-time remnant church was formed. 
History will repeat itself. Ellen White states, “When 
heavenly intelligences see that men are no longer permit-
ted to present the truth, the Spirit of God will come upon 
the children, and they will do a work in the proclamation 
of the truth, which the older workers cannot do because 
their way will be hedged up. In the closing scenes of this 
earth’s history many of these children and youth will as-
tonish people by their witness to the truth, which will be 
borne in simplicity, yet with spirit and power.” Adventist 
Home p. 489
Seventh-day Adventist education plays a critical role in 
these closing scenes. Here is a list of essential things our 
schools need to be doing –now– to prepare our youth for 
what is coming.
1. Prayer: we must always be asking for the will of God 
for our schools to be done. He will open doors and close 
doors. 2 Chronicles 7:14.
2. Be Distinctive and Uphold Our Standards: the mission 
and standards of our schools is the same mission and 
standards as our church. If we are just like every other 
school, there is no need to be open. 
3. Village Approach: an old proverb states, “It takes a 
village to raise a child.” Schools will only work if there is 
a cohesive effort from church, school, and home. You can 
offer your time (volunteering in class), your talent (ask 
a teacher what needs to be done), and your money (who 
knows what need God would have you fill). 

4. Excellence: as a church body, support our schools in 
being excellent in the training of the whole child. Excel-
lence in academics (mental), manual labor (physical), 
sharing/living the everlasting gospel (spiritual), extra-
curricular (social).
5. Community Driven: our schools need to incorporate 
service learning immediately, and this service should be 
facilitated and supported by members.   It is “marketing 
101” and it spreads the gospel. 
6. Heavenly Schools: our homes are to be a piece of 
heaven on earth. So too our schools.  What can your con-
gregation do to make our schools more heavenly?
7. Converted Teachers: this is the work of the Holy Spirit. 
Pray for all our teachers and schools. 

Trevor Schlisner 
Superintendent of Schools

Data and Analysis  
(continued from pg. 5)

The Seven Things Necessary to    
             Make an Adventist School  
                              Work Now...

Standardized test scores in conference schools stayed 
between 20 and 30 percent above national averages 
until 2013, when a new standardized test was released 
that NNEC students did not so easily ace.  Test scores 
rebounded somewhat in 2014.  By any measure, the stu-
dents enrolled in NNEC schools are stellar performers.
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Insert image of ME-NH-VT 1.jpg above the table below. 

School
Students 

Enrolled
Condition Concerns

1 Brownell Mountain 8 Good

2 Caledonia Christian 15 Good

3 Cady Mountain 6 Good

4 Capital Christian 4 Poor Low enrollment

5 Central Vermont 5

Very poor

Finances, low 

enrollment, breadth 

of support in church

6 Estabrook 10 Good

7 Florence Lombard 6
Poor

Finances (remaining 

from former debt)

8 Forestdale 9 Fair Finances

9 Forrest Ward 7 Poor Low enrollment

10 North Star Christian 8

Poor

Low enrollment, 

breadth of church 

support

11 Pine Tree Academy 134 Fair Finances

12 Pioneer Junior 

Academy

10
Fair

Low enrollment

13 Riverview Memorial 38 Fair Finances

14 Webb River 5 Poor Low enrollment

ME-NH-VT 1.jpg
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How Saco Church Made  
a Model of Its School

By Scott Christiansen, Editor
The Florence M. Lombard Memorial School located at 
the Saco Church in Maine is a case study in vision and 
inspired problem solving.  It is also a case study in faith, 
persistence, and grit.  
Saco is not a wealthy church, nor is it a large church 
(normal Sabbath attendance is about 20-30). A number 
of years ago when the church was faced with declining 
attendance at its school, some felt the writing was on the 
wall and the school would just have to close.  It was felt 
the church could not support the school financially, nor 
were there enough young kids in the church to reason-
ably expect a sufficient number of future students.  Sad-
ly, the little school closed.  
However, there were some in the church who felt that 
the primary purpose for a school was as an outreach, and 
that the church should do all it could to have and support 
a school. This latter group did not give up their vision.  
In fact, through the five or so years that the school was 
closed, their vision only got stronger.  The group crafted 
a description of early childhood education and daycare, 
creating both a stream of students and financial stabil-
ity for Saco’s school. They promoted this vision to the 
church.
In the end, the church rallied and members sacrificed to 
re-open and support the school.  The church built a new 
extension to house not only the school, but also a day-
care operation.  The plan was that the daycare operation 
would be run profitably and would subsidize the school. 
It would also act as a “feeder” by providing a stream 
of students whose parents were impressed with the care 
their children received at daycare.
The vision and plans of the church were implemented, 
but not without great difficulty.  Staffing, logistics, fi-
nances and other issues all proved to be challenges.  
There was also skepticism and unfamiliarity to over-
come, both from without and within.  Community mem-
bers who had never heard of the little school had to be 
slowly won over.  The education and budget committees 
at the conference needed reassurance when the student 
count at the reopened school dropped below the six stu-
dent minimum. Church members scrambled to help as-

sure that more than six students were enrolled for the 
next year.  It was a close call, but the Lord was in it.  
Today, the “Saco model” of having a profitable daycare 
center that acts as both a financial support and a feeder 
for a school is proving itself.  Actually, it is more than 
proving itself; the whole operation is booming.  The lit-
tle church that acted with both faith and grit has a model 
school.  
The two-part lesson from the Saco model is simple:  
first, parents will pay for good daycare.  Second, when 
children have attended pre-school and kindergarten in 
one place and made friends there, they are vastly more 
likely to attend school there.  This, combined with the 
pre-school evangelism opportunity, is a compelling ra-
tionale for following the Saco model.

Best Practices

A NAme To RemembeR 
Remember this name: Country Cupboard Farm. You are 
going to be hearing more about that name in the near 
future. Riverview Memorial School in Norridgewock, 
Maine, has a fair amount of farm land that belongs to the 
school. For some years they have been producing veg-
etables on the land and running a roadside farm stand 
next to the school. Now that farm and stand, Country 
Cupboard Farm, is advancing significantly by bringing 
on full-time staff and providing an array of farm-fresh 
vegetables to the community throughout the growing 
season. The farm will provide a stream of income to the 
school as well as fresh, naturally-grown vegetables to the 
community. 
The farm will sell produce at farmers markets and the 
roadside stand. But the innovation that the farm will 
bring to the community is the selling of harvest “shares” 
whereby customers can pay a lump sum for a weekly 
delivery of a portion of the summer and fall harvest. The 
weekly delivery contains a wide variety of produce and 
weighs anywhere from 7 to 20 pounds. This model has 
become very popular on mostly organic farms through-
out the country. Country Cupboard is not yet certified 
organic but intends to achieve that designation. 
In addition to the regular summer/fall share, there is a 
winter roots/squashes share and a winter salad share. 
There is also a winter citrus share and a bread share that 
delivers a variety of fresh-baked breads each week.  De-
livery of vegetable "shares" to the Portland, Brunswick, 
Freeport, and perhaps even Woodstock churches is con-
templated if enough members sign up.
If the Country Cupboard Farm succeeds as envisioned, 
it will provide a significant source of revenue for the 
school and could serve as a model for other schools in 
the conference. As the growing season gets closer, ex-
pect to hear more about the Country Cupboard Farm on 
the Conference Facebook site.

      Country Cupboard Farm
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I am writing to say thank you – a big thank 
you.  On behalf of the three officers, I want to 
express the gratitude that we feel toward God 
and our constituents for the faithfulness you 
have shown in the area of stewardship.  This 
is especially true of tithe.  Tithe is the engine 
that runs the administrative, programming and 
personnel machinery of what we all refer to as 
“the conference.”  
When tithe goes down it has a negative impact 
on every level of the church and its ability 
to conduct our mission.  Programming gets 
cut, evangelistic programs cannot be properly 
funded, special appropriations to our educa-
tional system cease, our pastors, teachers and 
office staff jobs are jeopardized, and a general 
sense of malaise leavens the organization.  
Conversely, when tithe goes up it provides us 
with the opportunity to advance the Kingdom 
of God in wonderful ways.  It stimulates evan-
gelism and gives us the resources to try new 
things.  It fosters creativity and stability in our 
educational system.  Our workers sense job se-
curity, which increases performance.  Depart-
ment heads and the various ministries of our 
conference are properly funded, which in turn 
impacts Camp Lawroweld, youth ministries, 
and “felt need” ministries.  This leaves us with 
a sense of accomplishing a shared purpose for 
God, and builds enthusiasm at every level of 
the organization.  
I’m so happy to report that our tithe went up 
.5% in 2014!  This small gain alleviated much 
of the administrative pressure that we had 
been feeling for many months, and allowed 
us to bring a balanced budget to the Executive 
Committee in January.  The committee spent 
significant time in prayer as they expressed 
their gratitude to God for this blessing.  
I believe that God is doing a new and good 
thing here in the Northern New England 
Conference.  As we all press together we find a 
stronger footing on which to partner with Him 
and receive the blessings He has for our sister-
hood of churches.  I offer my sincerest grati-
tude to each one of you who has been faithful 
in your stewardship and, thereby, been a part 
of this success story. 

  

A Thank You Message     

 from Your  
      Conference Officers

The missioN of seveNTh-dAy  
AdveNTisT educATioN

By Trudy Wright
Even as an eighth grader I knew I was making a critical deci-
sion that could affect my whole life.  I had, in fact, already 
seen how it had affected the lives of my older brother and 
sister.
When I was only a few years old, a great aunt began taking 
me and my brother and sister to Sabbath school and church.  I 
loved Sabbath school, especially the music and singing.  As I 
became school-age I realized how grateful I was to be learning 
Bible truths and prophecy. I felt God had somehow chosen me 
to know things my friends at school did not know.
My mother came to our “Thirteenth Sabbath” programs and 
later began Bible studies with the Pastor.  She was baptized 
with my sister when I was in the fourth grade.  After no small 
amount of campaigning, my father finally allowed my sister 
to go to South Lancaster Academy (SLA), while my brother 
chose to attend public school.  I watched as my sister remained 
faithful to God, and my brother began to smoke, drink, and 
party with friends.  
When I grew old enough to go to academy, I had to decide 
whether to follow my sister, and go to SLA, or follow my 
brother and go to public school.  I agonized over my decision.  
I had many friends who were going to public school, and fol-
lowing God meant separating from them and their parties and 
activities.  Finally I decided to follow my sister to South Lan-
caster Academy.  By my sophomore year, I made the decision 
to be baptized.  That same year, my biology teacher convinced 
me to become a vegetarian through the stories he told before 
class started.  Those decisions led me to adopt a healthy life-
style, physically, academically, socially, and spiritually.  
Adventist schools are a mission to multiple groups of people: 
Adventist families, their relatives, families outside the faith, 
and the community.  Our schools give children and their fami-
lies the opportunity to choose God.  Our schools operate as 
an evangelism center 180 days out of the year, plus the bonus 
of Sabbaths and extra-curricular times.  In the Northern New 
England Conference, the evangelism mission of our schools is 
a critical one: more than one-third of our students come from 
homes where neither parent is Adventist. Adventist schools 
don’t just witness to students, they witness to the family and 
indeed the entire social network of each student.
Early in the history of our church, and after much prayer, two 
core ministries were chosen as focal points for evangelism:  
the education of youth and the ministry of healing.  In Ellen 
G. White’s Education (page 46), we are told that schools of 
the prophets in ancient Israel “were intended to serve as a bar-
rier against the wide-spreading corruption, to provide for the 
mental and spiritual welfare of the youth, and to promote the 
prosperity of the nation by furnishing it with men and women 
qualified to act in the fear of God as leaders and counselors.”
The mission of Adventist schools is still the same today while 
the academic goals of Adventist education surpass the world’s 
standards.  I am grateful for our mission.

Bob Cundiff
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Sacrifice Honored after 
                           50 YearS

2015 is the 50th anni-
versary of the death of 
Jonathan Daniels.  Jona-
than was an Episcopal 
priest from Keene, New 
Hampshire, who threw 
himself in front of a bul-
let intended for a young 
African American girl.  
He died that day from his 
wounds, and the Keene 
area council wished to 
have a year-long com-
memoration of his sacri-
fice.  The kick-off event 
was to be a Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Breakfast.  
Ron Nickerson, Pastor 
of the West Townshend, 
Keene, and Drewsville 
churches, was a member 

of that committee and offered to find a suitable speak-
er and program.  Dr. John Grayson, a retired Professor 
of Religion at Holyoke College, and an ordained Sev-
enth-day Adventist minister, captivated the auditorium 
with video footage of the Selma, Alabama march but 
also he explained how Dr. King came by his concept of 
non-violence.  Music was provided by the young women 
from the Keene Church.  Past Martin Luther King, Jr. 
breakfasts had come under fire for being too “Christian” 
and not ecumenical enough, however, all acknowledged 
the respect this year given with the emphasis on Chris-
tian Love. 

By Ron Nickerson

Dr. John Grayson, retired Profes-
sor of Religion at Holyoke Col-
lege, was the guest speaker at the 
event.

NNEC Welcomes New  
Youth Ministries Director!

Mark and Mindy 
and their children 

enjoy an outing.

Mark Tamaleaa is the new Youth Ministries Di-
rector for the Northern New England Confer-
ence. Mark has been serving young people for 
almost 18 years in many facets of youth minis-
try.  He was principal of Parkview Junior Acad-
emy in Syracuse, New York before accepting the 
call to join NNEC.  Mark and his wife, Mindy, 
have four children – three boys and girl. Their 
daughter Jayda is in fourth grade, whiles sons 
Jared, Jalen and Jorden are in 8th, 11th and 12th 
grades respectively.  Mindy is a busy mother and 
a nursing student. 
Mark’s greatest joy in ministry is watching 
a young person give their life to Jesus. Mark 
enjoys reading, playing sports, caving, wake 
boarding, playing board games and camping. 
Mark graduated from Thunderbird Adventist 
Academy and received his elementary education 
degree from Southwestern Adventist University. 
Mark has a master’s degree in administration 
from Grand Canyon University.

Summer Camp Dates Reminder

June 28-July 5: Junior Camp
July 5-12:            Blind Camp
July 12-19:               Teen Camp
July 19-26:            Family Camp I

July 26-Aug 2: Family Camp II

Online registration is open! 

Register now at www.registerlawroweld.com

      Camp

   Law
rowel

d
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CoNNECted we make a difference 

Manchester Church Youth Witness for Christ
By Ben Corriette 

Youth from the 
M a n c h e s t e r 
Church in New 
Hampshire are 
learning a Christ-
centered type of 
“street smarts.”  
On a Sabbath af-
ternoon in Novem-
ber, several youth 
from the church 
participated in an 
outreach effort in 
downtown Man-
chester. After a fel-
lowship dinner, the 
young people set 
up tables at the 
corner of Elm and 
Central Street, as-

sisted by Head Elder, Robert McMurray, and Elder, John 
Lindquist.  
The weather was cold but that did not hold the youth 
back from their mission. They offered water bottles, 
health literature, the book Steps to Christ, the Spanish 
version of The Great Hope, and other materials to pass-
ersby. For many youth it was the first time they had ever 
done outreach, and it strengthened their faith to see God 
work the way He did. There were people from all walks 
of life visiting the table, and it was a blessing for the 
youth to share Jesus with them.
Far more people than expected took the materials and a 
few signed up for Bible studies. Junior youth as young 
as six years old played an active part in the outreach ef-
fort, as they had no problem approaching strangers and 
offering literature.
Ecclesiastes 12:1 states, "Remember now thy Creator in 
the days of thy youth..." God has blessed the Manches-
ter Church with a group of young people who are willing 
to serve their Creator. 

11

depressed area of Fitchburg that has high crime and drug-use rates.  “I was really, really intimidated and scared–not 
so much of the community, but of witnessing.  But it only took a few days for me to overcome that fear, and now 
witnessing seems normal.  
Doug graduated from the NETS program the 14th of December, and has already begun his evangelism activities, 
including how to recruit more warriors from his church.  “I have had an incredible spiritual growth through this pro-
gram,” says Doug, “and I want others to experience the same joy and growth I have had.”
For those who do not feel led to attend the four-month training program at AUC, be alert for notices of a NETS Ex-
press program, which is a weekend of training, and will probably be held at The Ark in Lewiston, Maine.  Bulletin 
announcements will be made ahead of the NETS Express event.  

NETS (continued from page 1)
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Northern New England’s First  

                  NETS Graduate!

By Scott Christiansen, Editor

Ask Doug Berrill what his experience in the NETS program 

has been like and he will give you a huge smile and a one-

word summary:  “Awesome!”  NETS is the Northeast Evange-

lism Training School, and it is located on the campus of Atlan-

tic Union College (AUC) in South Lancaster, Massachusetts.  

Doug is the first person from NNEC to attend the four-month 

resident program, designed to prepare people for skilled, lay-

evangelism work.  The intensive program immerses students 

in classes and field work, where they conduct door-to-door 

evangelism, Bible studies, and assist with public outreach ef-

forts.  Doug had long served 

in his home church in 

Rochester, New Hamp-

shire, first as a deacon 

and then as an elder, 

but he kept feeling that 

he was being called to 

do more. He consid-

ered ministry, but felt he 

lacked training.  Then 

he heard about NETS, 

which is specially de-

signed to equip warriors 

for God with the tools they need to be skilled at winning souls 

for Christ in their area.  Doug told his wife about the pro-

gram, and pointed out the disadvantages  of going–they didn’t 

have the more than $4000 tuition, he couldn’t work during the 

program so they would lose income, and they would be sepa-

rated a great deal for four months.  But despite the hurdles, his 

wife encouraged him to join the program.  Lacking money, he 

stepped out in faith and registered. “I was absolutely amazed,” 

he says, “at how financial help spontaneously came once I 

stepped out in faith.”  

Doug describes NETS as “lots of studying, lots of learn-

ing, and lots of fieldwork.”  He started out his fieldwork in a  

The Old Testame
nt Sanctuary  

Comes to Camp 
Meeting? 

 By Bob Cundiff

Do you understand the sanctuary doctrine?  There are 28 doc-

trines in the Adventist Church, also known as fundamental be-

liefs.  The doctrine of the sanctuary is number 24.   It reads…

There is a sanctuary in heaven, the true tabernacle which the 

Lord set up and not man. In it Christ ministers on our behalf, 

making available to believers the benefits of His atoning sac-

rifice offered once for all on the cross. He was inaugurated as 

our great High Priest and began His intercessory ministry at 

the time of His ascension. In 1844, at the end of the prophetic 

period of 2300 days, He entered the second and last phase of 

His atoning ministry. It is a work of investigative judgment 

which is part of the ultimate disposition of all sin, typified by 

the cleansing of the ancient Hebrew sanctuary on the Day of 

Atonement. In that typical service the sanctuary was cleansed 

with the blood of animal sacrifices, but the heavenly things 

are purified with the perfect sacrifice of the blood of Jesus. 

The investigative judgment reveals to heavenly intelligences 

who among the dead are asleep in Christ and therefore, in 

Him, are deemed worthy to have part in the first resurrection. 

It also makes manifest who among the living are abiding in 

Christ, keeping the commandments of God and the faith of Je-

sus, and in Him, therefore, are ready for translation into His 

everlasting kingdom. This judgment vindicates the justice of 

Sanctuary

(continued on pg. 3)

(continued on pg. 11)

Doug Berrill (L), recent NETS program 

graduate, and Eric Flickinger, director of 

the NETS program

The CoNNECtion:   
New Look  

New Focus
Do you like the new 

CoNNECtion?   
Let us know.   
Don’t like it?   
Let us know.  

We are constantly working to improve 
communication and appreciate knowing 

your thoughts.
  Some of the Youth Outreach par-

ticipants. From left to right: Shaniya 
Rodriguez, Tito Rodriguez, Adwoa 
Adu-Gyamfi, Dina Bonneau, Ben Cor-
riette  Pic credit:  Jeffta Kwangwari 
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May 
1 - 3  Spring Pathfinder Camporee
 Bar Harbor, ME

6  Camp Lawroweld Clean-up
 Camp Lawroweld

15 – 17 Adventurer Spring Escape

21 - 24 Spring Prayer Retreat
 Camp Lawroweld

25 Memorial Day
 NNEC Office Closed

June
28-July 5 Junior Camp ~ Camp Lawroweld

July
5-12 Blind Camp  ~ Camp Lawroweld

12-19 Teen Camp  ~ Camp Lawroweld

19-26 Family Camp  ~ Camp Lawroweld

26-Aug 2 Family Camp II  ~ Camp Lawroweld

August
7-15 Camp Meeting
 Freeport, ME

NortherN New eNglaNd CoNfereNCe
479 Main Street
Westbrook, Maine 04092-3988
207-797-3760

Return Service Requested

Montpelier, VT
61

The Conference CoNNECtion is a quarterly publication of the Northern New England Conference of Seventh-day Adventists Inc. for its constituents.  
Committee:  Scott Christiansen - Editor,  Diane Kane - Copy Editor, Andrea Hougaz-McCormick - Layout Editor & Graphic Design  ~ Generously printed by L. Brown and Sons Printing, Inc.

CaleNdar of eveNts
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