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Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 
29.11.2021 

  
Following our communication this morning, please find below our considered response to the DfE 
guidance.  Our key aims remain to:    
 

• minimise the spread of the virus (particularly the new variant Omicron).   
• maintain the health and safety of all members of our community including staff, students, parents 
and family members.  
• minimise the disruption to your child’s education in the three weeks leading up to the Christmas 
holidays.    

  
Since September the school has complied fully with the DfE Guidance to:  
 

1. Ensure good hygiene for everyone.  This includes regular hand-washing/ sanitising and using the ‘Catch 
It.  Bin It. Kill It’ strategy for coughs and sneezes.   
2. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes. The school has a very robust cleaning regime in place.   
3. Keep occupied spaces well ventilated. (Note that the CO2 monitors have now been placed in 
classrooms)  
4. Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of COVID-19.  See 
below.   
  
We have also communicated the following:  
  

1. Staff and students must test twice weekly using a Lateral Flow Test (LFT).  In the event of a positive 
LFT, students should isolate and book a PCR Test.   If the PCR test is positive, they should isolate for 10 
days in line with Test & Trace Guidance.  Some classes/ year groups may be asked to test daily for up to 
7 days where case numbers are high.   
2. Anyone who is symptomatic with COVID symptoms should not attend school and arrange a PCR 
test – click link for more information   
3. Anyone identified as a close contact of a confirmed case by NHS Test and Trace is strongly advised 
to get a PCR test. They can attend school while waiting for their PCR result (provided they are not 
symptomatic) – click link for more information  
4. Anyone with a positive LFT should not attend school and arrange a PCR test. If their PCR is negative 
and they do not have any symptoms, then they can return to school.     
5. You should contact the school as soon as possible in the event of a positive LFT or PCR Test via email 
at covid@charternorthdulwich.org.uk.   

  
It is vital at this time that all staff and students continue to follow the above instructions in full.  
  
In addition, in light of the new Omicron variant, we have now been advised to implement the following 
measures:   
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Face Coverings   
 

All staff, students and visitors must wear a face covering in communal areas unless they are exempt.  This 
means that students must wear a face covering in all indoor areas except classrooms (unless they want 
to) and the restaurant/ cybercafé/ any other designated eating area when they are not eating. If you think 
that your child is exempt, please write a note in their planner and email their year leader.  We will not 
initially sanction students for not wearing a face-mask but may introduce sanctions if required to maintain 
the safety of our community.   
  
Students should also continue to wear face coverings on public transport unless they are exempt.     
  
Contact tracing and isolation  
The current guidance on contact tracing and isolation remains in place. In addition to these, any suspected 
or confirmed close contacts of an individual testing positive with the Omicron variant will be asked to isolate 
for 10 days regardless of vaccination status or age. You will be contacted directly by Test & Trace (not the 
school as far as we are aware) and told to isolate.  
  
Vaccination  
All eligible staff and students aged 12 and over are encouraged to take up the offer of the vaccine, including 
boosters.  The DfE states: “Vaccines are our best defence against COVID-19. They help protect young people 
and adults, and benefit those around them. Vaccination makes people less likely to catch the virus and less 
likely to pass it on.  To book a vaccination, please visit: Book or manage a coronavirus (COVID-19) 
vaccination – NHS (www.nhs.uk).”  
  
Changes to the red list for international travel to England  
Individuals arriving in England from red list countries must follow the red list rules.  South Africa, Botswana, 
Eswatini, Lesotho, Namibia and Zimbabwe moved onto the red list at 12pm Friday 26 November.  Angola, 
Malawi, Mozambique and Zambia were added to the red list at 4am Sunday 28 November.  
  
In addition, in order to prioritise the health and safety of our community and the education of our students, 
the school has also decided to do the following:  
  

1. Large face-to-face gatherings of students or staff will not take place until further notice.  This 
includes assemblies and staff meetings.   
2. Parents and visitors will only be invited on-site if necessary. We will review any on-site events in the 
next 3 weeks and communicate as appropriate.   
3. All trips and events scheduled for the next 3 weeks will be reviewed and any changes will be 
communicated.   

  
The DfE also informed all schools on Friday that we should carry out one on-site LFT for all students at the 
start of the new term in January.   We will provide more information on this in due course, but the fact that 
only one test is required will hopefully minimise disruption to lessons.   
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If your child does have to isolate but they are well enough to work, please see the guidance below for 
accessing work.    
 

Expectations of teachers    Expectations for students    

• Teachers will upload their lesson materials 
to files section of Teams in time for the lesson 
each day. Work should not be set as an 
assignment.    
• The onus is not on class teachers to 
monitor or chase up work.   However, if no 
work has been completed by the end of a week, 
or the teacher has concerns about any 
particular student an incomplete work slip 
should be completed to alert the YL and SLT.     
• In order to keep workload 
manageable, teacher communication 
with individual students should be kept to a 
minimum, and should be conducted 
predominantly via email as appropriate.     

    
If students are ill, then they should be resting and 
recovering rather than trying to work from 
home.     

• It is the student’s responsibility to 
ensure that they keep up with their 
schoolwork whilst at home if they are well 
enough to do so.     
• Students should follow their timetable 
each day and complete work for each 
lesson they have.     
• Log in to Teams and access 
each class for each subject to find lesson 
materials in the files section.     
• Completed tasks/photos of completed 
work should be emailed to the teacher.     
• Homework is set through 
the class. Students who are absent should 
also complete homework.     

    
If students are ill, then they should be resting 
and recovering rather than trying to work from 
home.     

    
The theoretical government plans did not involve such measures, but as Albert Einstein noted, “In theory, 
theory and practice are the same.  In practice, they are not.”  In practice, our key overriding aims remain the 
health and safety of all members of our community and the education of our students.  We hope that you 
will feel that we have got the balance right with the measures announced above.   
  
If you have any questions or concerns about any of the above, please do not hesitate to contact the school.   
  
Kind Regards  
  
  
Christian Hicks                                                    Mark Pain 
Executive Headteacher                                     Head of School 
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