
  
Meeting Minutes - All Parent Committee Meeting  

28th March 2022 6:30pm  
School Garden  

Attendees:  
Eleanor Mitchiner (Chair)  Angus Farr (Treasurer)  Clare Dunne (co-Secretary)  
Molly Jarvis (co-Secretary)  Paul Koloi (Events)  Viviane Wild  
Richard Hayes  Michael Kearney Karen Morris 
Jude Turton  Lucy Hamer  Catriona de Jong 
Lori Etienne  Marion Coutts  

 

 

1. Welcome and introductions 
 

2. Minutes of previous meeting 
One item outstanding: to organise Y10 drinks      MJ 

 
3. New garden (oasis) 

The final amount raised was £9000. Thanks to everyone for contributing. Work has started 
and is progressing well. Some children have already used the area for hanging bird feeders. 
The plan is that the children will also be involved in planting and maintaining the garden. 
Suggestions were for a gardening club and for chickens. 
 

4. Friends’ policy for allocating money 
The current committee in collaboration with the school have committed to raising money 
for a few big things each year, e.g., the Astroturf, garden oasis, but also to offer small 
donations of ~£500 to individual departments for discreet items, e.g., software, a telescope. 
We are keen to ensure the money raised is spread as widely as possible throughout the 
school community. Furthermore, we provide financial support for school trips and Duke of 
Edinburgh expeditions for those who may otherwise not be able to attend.  
It is more difficult for us to fundraise for larger capital projects as these are seen to be 
outside our remit of supporting the pupils, and they require more long-term financing which 
is not really appropriate for a parent body. Instead, we do our best to support smaller 
projects, such as the refurbishment of the ensemble room. 
 

5. Dragons’ den 
This was a Friends’ suggestion which took place during the last week of term in Summer 
2021. All students came up with ideas for improving the school, the best in each class was 
put up against the other classes in the year and the best one in each year, as voted by the 
students, was presented on the day. The prize was £1000 to enable the idea. The panel 
(staff and Friends) made the final decision. Last year’s winning idea was to provide 
dispensers for free sanitary products in the toilets. This has not yet been implemented as 
the school has concerns about this being abused but the Friends are keen that the 



misbehaviour of a few does not stop this progressive idea from being realised. The winning 
team themselves had come up with the idea of talking and engaging with each form in 
advance of the dispensers being installed to try and thwart any vandalism. For 2022 a 
rebrand was suggested (Grand idea?) to make it clearer that the money would not be given 
as an investment for new business plans. 
 

6. Summer activities 
As our recent social event was fairly expensive and so was not open to all wallets, we would 
like to do something different in the summer term. Suggestions have included bringing food 
to share, possibly with music using a mixture of outside and indoor space; also hosting a film 
for the Herne Hill film festival. One of the issues is security if families and children are 
allowed to roam free around the school so confining the event to a smaller area may be 
necessary. 
The school are also hoping to arrange a cricket match for students, staff and parents one 
afternoon after school. 
Sports day is on 12 July and the Friends may provide a snack and drinks stall for hungry and 
thirsty athletes. 
 

7. Committee 
Some of the committee is standing down next year and so the Friends will need new officers 
to join the core team, particularly a Chair and a Secretary. These roles have both been 
shared successfully in the past and can be again. Please consider if you can offer some time 
to this fabulous team. 
  

8. AOB 
a. Mental health – concerns about this in the sixth form were raised previously 

and some yoga sessions were setup. With mental health issues now being far 
more widespread in the school, people were asking what could be done?      
Friends to ask the school 

b. After-school clubs – how to encourage students back to clubs, particularly 
those who did attend pre-COVID. Could the offering be expanded to less 
competitive sports, e.g., ultimate Frisbee?   Friends to ask the school  

c. Governors’ meeting minutes – not updated recently. Lucy Hamer, a parent 
governor will ask about this. The Friends have no direct influence on school 
or governor matters but we do raise parents’ concerns when we meet with 
the school.  

d. Progress 8 score – not updated since 2019; see above 


