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Welcome

NZAEE National Executive representatives advocate 
for EE/EfS/EEfS at a high level with key partners, such 
as the Department of Conservation and the Ministry 
for the Environment, while supporting our members 
to stay connected. To foster connections, we have 
our annual flagship event – Seaweek – which you can 
read about further on in this review. We also have 
our website, Facebook page, branch-run initiatives 
including Green Drinks, teacher workshops and youth 
initiatives to help our members stay in touch.

We held our first online Annual General Meeting in 
this unusual year. At this meeting we farewelled Thom 
Adams. Thom represented the Wellington Branch on 
the National Executive. He was also one of the key 
organisers of our highly successful 2018 conference. 
Anneke Mace also left the National Executive to have 
her first child – a little girl. Along with Anita Anderson, 
Anneke was instrumental in resurrecting our Facebook 
account. Another person who stepped down was 
Marty Taylor of Papa Taiao Earthcare. Marty worked 
with Allen Hill on the Memorandum of Understanding 
with Education Outdoors New Zealand. Thom, Anneke 
and Marty made valuable contributions to our National 
Executive and we appreciate the time and effort that 
they put into our Association. We wish them all the best 
in their new endeavours.

At this meeting, new people were elected onto 
the National Executive. Wellington Branch has co-

representatives – Elspeth McMillan and Gill Stewart. We 
also welcomed Annie McDonald from Marlborough and 
Anzac Gallate from Ōtautahi Christchurch. 

For some time we have had a few stalwart members 
in Te Tai Tokerau but no official branch. It is exciting to 
be able to report that this branch is now operational 
again. Morag Vasilaki moved north from Auckland and 
has worked to bring people back together again in 
this region. Morag is also now a Co-chair of the NZAEE 
National Executive.

Our members in their local branches are the mainstay 
of our organisation. They contribute to the building 
of sustainable and resilient communities across many 
sectors and disciplines. Branch guidelines are available 
that contain information about operating a branch 
and forming new ones. The priorities for NZAEE can be 
found in our manifesto.

We appreciate your interest in our organisation 
and welcome any suggestions and viewpoints on 
environmental and sustainability education matters at 
any time.

Ngā mihi nui

Sally Birdsall and Morag Vasilaki 
Co-chairs NZAEE

and introduction
Welcome to the eighth edition of KiwEE Review, the annual report of the New Zealand 
Association for Environmental Education (NZAEE).
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Discovery School students 
carrying out control planting to 

prevent bank erosion.



The year in review 
This year began on a positive note with events occurring 
that show growing awareness about the climate 
emergency. Hopefully they will lead to changes being 
made. One of the positive moves forward to addressing 
the climate emergency was the passing of the Climate 
Change Response (Zero Carbon) Amendment Act in 
November 2019. What was more heartening but also 
challenging for adults was the rapid growth of the 
School Strike 4 Climate movement that has swept the 
globe. 

Our rangatahi are part of this global movement and 
while there have been other mass protests in the past, 
for example against nuclear weapons and the Vietnam 
War, the SS4C protests are the first that youth have 
initiated and led. On 27 September 2019, rangatahi 
throughout Aotearoa New Zealand held their third 
climate strike of 2019. Adults joined them, and it was 
estimated that over 170,000 people, or 3.5% of New 
Zealand’s population, took part in a climate strike 
on that day. This percentage is significant because 
according to Harvard University political scientist Erica 
Chenoweth’s research, if 3.5% of the population actively 
participate in protests like this and with sufficient people 
occupying the middle ground, then significant political 
change can occur.

Positive steps forward continued when in January 2020, 
the first Ministry of Education resource about climate 
change was launched. Aimed at Level 4 of The New 
Zealand Curriculum, it provides teachers and learners 
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with a coherent series of lessons to learn about the 
causes and effects of climate change, how different 
people are reacting to the climate emergency, together 
with suggested actions that can be taken. What is also 
noteworthy is the inclusion of a Wellbeing Guide, a 
resource that provides guidance for nurturing learners’ 
emotions. Since the climate emergency evokes many 
different emotions in people, and especially in rangatahi, 
this inclusion is an important part of this series of 
lessons. 

While there were negative reports in the media about 
its introduction, mostly related to the message of eating 
less dairy and meat products when Aotearoa 

New Zealand so heavily relies on its primary industries 
for revenue, it is a starting point and most welcome. If 
you have not already seen these two resources, they are 
available at this link: 

https://nzcurriculum.tki.org.nz/Curriculum-resources/
Education-for-sustainability/Resources

As some of you might be aware, the New Zealand 
Council for Educational Research publishes a journal for 
teachers called SET: Research Information for Teachers, 



which is often found in school staffrooms. The aim of 
this journal is to provide research-based information for 
teachers that they can incorporate into their classroom 
programmes. In February, the editors called for interest 
from authors to contribute articles for a special issue of 
this journal about sustainability and climate change from 
a positive perspective. There were more contributions 
than needed and now the editors are in the process of 
reviewing selected articles. The editors aim to publish 
this special issue by the end of 2020, so do keep an eye 
out for it.

NZAEE are kaitiaki of Seaweek, our annual flagship 
event. This year has seen significant changes in its 
kaitiakitanga. As reported in the 2018-19 Annual 
Report, after the 2019 Seaweek, our talented national 
coordinator, Dr Mels Barton, resigned. We advertised 
for a new coordinator and also for someone to run the 
Hauraki Gulf Monitoring Project (HGMP), which has 
been part of Seaweek for the last couple of years. We 
employed Shanthie Walker to run the HGMP for the 
second half of 2019, which was very successful. We 
would like to sincerely thank Shanthie for her work on 
the HGMP.

The Sir Peter Blake Marine Education and Recreation 
Centre (MERC), who work out of Long Bay at the 
northern end of the East Coast Bays in Auckland 
Tāmaki Makaurau, expressed interest in taking on the 
coordination role for Seaweek in 2020. After Pam Crisp’s 
sterling efforts that led to Foundation North once again 
funding Seaweek, another highly successful Seaweek 
was held in February-March of 2020. MERC was able to 
bring a new dimension – working with tamariki from 
South Auckland schools – familiarising and engaging 
them in issues related to our oceans. In the years to 
come MERC is going to take over the role of kaitaiaki 
of Seaweek, and work with Dr Sally Carson of the New 
Zealand Marine Studies Centre based at the University of 
Otago, on the HGMP. You can read more about Seaweek 
2020 in this report.

We were so fortunate with the timing of Seaweek 
because later in March, the effects of the COVID-19 
global pandemic impacted on our small group of islands 
in the South Pacific, a respiratory infection that Dr 
Anthony Fauci (Presidential Advisor on COVID-19 in the 
USA) is calling the worst since the Spanish Flu that swept 
the globe following World War I. In the first half of 2020 
we have all learnt far more about respiratory viruses, 
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how they spread, how they affect our bodies, and how 
we can ‘stop the spread’ while staying in our ‘bubble’. 
The initial total lockdown in March-April changed 
everyone’s lives in so many ways and is continuing to do 
so.

One change was that NZAEE held its first ever totally 
online national Annual General Meeting in April. We 
welcomed new members onto the National Executive 
and farewelled those who had contributed their time 
and energy over the last few years. I am particularly 
grateful that Morag Vasilaki decided to take on the role 
of Junior Co-chair, which helps to spread the workload. 
Following last year’s focus on re-organising Seaweek, 
the National Executive was then in a position to begin 
a strategic planning process to re-invigorate our 
Association. We decided to advertise for a facilitator to 
assist us with our strategic planning and engaged Billy 
Matheson, whom some of you might remember as a 
keynote speaker from our 2018 National Conference. 
Over the second half of 2020 we plan to meet and 
explore new ways of organising our Association so that 
it can meet members’ needs in these uncertain times 
and we can grow our Association. We would also like to 
run another national conference. We will be consulting 
you as we work through this process and would really 
appreciate your ideas and feedback.

We have all learned things during this year, such as 
taking time to connect with nature in our backyards and 
neighbourhoods, remembering to be kind to each other, 
as well as being part of that ‘team of 5 million’ as we 
took responsibility for looking after ourselves and others 
to prevent the spread of the virus. These things we have 
learned will help us as we continue into the second half 
of 2020 in the hope that we all keep safe and healthy.

Noho ora mai rā

Sally Birdsall



Seaweek 2020
Ko au te moana, ko te moana ko au - I am the sea, the sea is me
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Seaweek - Kaupapa Moana - is an annual, 
national marine education and engagement 
event hosted by the New Zealand Association 
for Environmental Education (NZAEE). A new 
partnership between NZAEE and Sir Peter 
Blake Marine Education and Recreation Centre 
(MERC) was formed this year, with MERC at the 
helm of coordinating Seaweek, supported by 
NZAEE in a governance and advisory role.

Seaweek was celebrated from 29 February to 8 
March under the theme: ‘Connecting with our 
Seas - Ko au te moana, ko te moana ko au - I am 
the sea, the sea is me’.  

“Diverse but inextricable connections of our 
lives on land and life in the ocean are what 
support us. During Seaweek NZAEE invites 
everyone to join in on celebrating these 
connections and becoming aware of the 
many ways that we impact the sea. Bringing 
communities together to explore, learn and 
recreate on and near the water is an important 
part of nurturing kaitiakitanga of our oceans.” 
(Seaweek coordinator, Sara Kulins).

Seaweek 2020 offered accessible, fun and 
informative opportunities for Kiwis to 
experience, learn from and be inspired by our 
amazing marine environment. While many 
groups took part in clean ups and shoreline 
surveys, others came together for snorkelling, 
camping, cycling, kayaking, coastal walks, bird 
watching, family days, talks, films and hands-on 
projects.

Combining education and recreation, the Sir 
Peter Blake Marine Education and Recreation 
Centre hosted two big events where 180 
participants - including many new New 
Zealanders - kayaked and paddle boarded and 
two of this year’s Junior Ocean Champion 
winners were presented with certificates and 
prizes.

New this year was a pilot programme for South 
Auckland Schools led by MERC in partnership 
with Auckland Council and Tāmaki Herenga 
Waka Trust. Classes from three schools in 
Papakura, Manurewa and Drury took part in the 
two-day programme which included interactive 
in-class sessions and a full day of hands-on 
learning at Waitawa Regional Park, where over 
100 students took part in Marine Metre Squared 
(Mm2) surveys and paddled waka tangata 
with Tāmaki Herenga Waka Trust. Thanks to 
Foundation North for funding this unique and 
engaging opportunity. Watch a video about the 
programme here: 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6pWeUD38Q0
&amp;feature=youtu.be

Left: MERC Marine educator and national Seaweek 
Coordinator, Sara Kulins, visited Drury School and 
other South Auckland classrooms.

Far left: Waka paddling with Tāmaki Herenga    
Waka Trust.



Across the country...  
The Ministry for Primary Industries/Fisheries New Zealand once 
again supported organizations outside of Auckland and Northland 
to run events, spreading the message about how important the 
ocean is, raising awareness of our impact on it and inspiring care 
for our fragile ecosystems. Our thanks to the Ministry for their 
ongoing support. 

Experiencing Marine Reserves community guided snorkel 
days and kayaking tours enabled schools and communities to 
experience the beauty and diversity of life in New Zealand’s 
marine reserves. 

Marine Metre Squared (Mm2) workshops and surveys engaged 
teachers, students, communities and members of the public in 
discovering the marine life that inhabits their local shorelines. 

Christchurch’s Seaweek programme included beach and estuary 
edge clean ups, talks, workshops, competitions, coastal walks 
and cycle trips, conservation-themed ‘Dog’s Day Out’ sessions, 
‘Farewell to Godwits’, a children’s migratory fish puppet making 
workshop, and a youth workshop on deep sea mining.

The many beach, estuary and river edge clean-ups held across 
the country included mass clean-ups organised by Sustainable 
Coastlines, councils, businesses and others, community beach 
cleans, underwater dive cleans, clean-ups from boats, Our Seas 
Our Future ‘No Butts’ campaigns and ‘plogging’, or picking up 
litter while out jogging.

The Te Tai Tokerau Debris Monitoring Project - a collaboration 
between Northland Regional Council, NorthTech, NGOs and 
citizen scientists - organised a Seaweek Marine LitterBlitz. 
Participants were encouraged to track and log the litter they 
collected over the week using the Marine Debris Tracker. 68% of 
the 11,000 plus items collected were made of plastic. 

“There is a real interest in celebrating and protecting 
our marine and coastal environments. Well done to all 
businesses, groups and individuals who participated” 

(Jocelyn Papprill, Seaweek Coordinator, Canterbury)
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Top: Experiencing Marine Reserves supported 
SEA LIFE Kelly Tarlton's Aquarium with the 
release of Calvin the green turtle at Rangiputa 
Beach north of Kaitaia for Seaweek by 
providing snorkel experiences to Abundant 
Life School, Pamapuria School and Countdown 
staff. (Photo: Experiencing Marine Reserves)

Middle: Christchurch youth workshop on 
deep sea mining - an awesome opportunity to 
discuss an issue of great relevance. 
(Photo: Jocelyn Papprill)

Bottom: 325 volunteers cleaned up 3573L 
of rubbish from Piha, Bethells, Muriwai and 
Cornwallis beaches at Sustainable Coastlines’ 
Waitakere Clean-Up — Love Your Coast 2020. 
(Photo: Sustainable Coastlines)
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Ocean Champion Lorraine Shaab (centre) 
with Petone Beach Clean Up Crew members 
and Ryan Abrey (left), New Zealand Coastal 

Society. (Photo: Hutt City Council)

Lorraine Shaab of the Petone Beach Clean Up Crew received the 
New Zealand Coastal Society’s Senior Ocean Champion Award 
for her work to prevent nurdles – tiny plastic particles used in 
manufacturing - finding their way into waterways and the sea. 

“Ultimately, I want to stop these granules spilling at 
the source. That’s why I’m trying to create as much 
public awareness as possible to show everyone that it’s 
polluting our local beaches and causing harm. I’m hoping 
that making enough noise will get the ball rolling to 
make the government take action” 

(2020 Ocean Champion, Lorraine Shaab)

Several event organisers reported a reduction in 
the amount of litter picked up from their beaches 
and waterways this year:

The Massive Marlborough Clean Up, a combined 
effort by businesses, schools, community groups 
and the general public saw 50 bags of rubbish 
collected from 14 beaches and one river:

“Our beach and estuary edge clean ups 
went well, with seemingly less waste 
picked up so maybe there is hope for 
our marine environments now more 
people have got the message about the 
damage plastic is doing to our planet” 

(Jocelyn Papprill, Seaweek Coordinator, 
Canterbury)

 “In 2020 we removed 458 kg of litter 
from Waitangi Regional Park compared 
with over 752 kg in 2019, and recycled 
15.4 kg compared with 99 kg last year. 
Great to see reductions” 

(Sally Chandler, Hawke’s Bay Regional 
Council)

“The low amount of rubbish collected 
this year, particularly at Rarangi Beach 
was encouraging” 

(Wendy Sullivan, Department of 
Conservation)
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Education  
Our evaluation findings show increasing levels of engagement in Seaweek by young people and 
schools, with Seaweek coordinators and event coordinators reporting schools making up around half 
of their target audiences in 2020. 

The Seaweek website, Facebook and Instagram pages were widely subscribed, with users able to 
check out the extensive online resources listed on www.seaweek.org.nz and find out what was 
happening in their region. 

Libraries in several centres provided engaging learning opportunities. Hutt City Libraries ran a week-
long programme of stories, talks, presentations, films, and hands-on sessions for children. 

Dunedin and Oamaru Libraries hosted story time sessions for children and presentations by marine 
scientists on sharks and leopard seals - two of the little known species that inhabit Otago’s coastal 
waters: 

Evaluation  
Our evaluation results over the past nine years show increased participation rates in Seaweek and 
increased confidence by those taking part to take action on issues affecting the marine environment. 

In 2020:

•     84% of those surveyed rated the events they had taken part in as being of “high value” or “very   
        high value” (up from 76% in 2013);
•     76% of those surveyed could recall facts specific to a particular species (up from 55% in 2013);

•     54% of those surveyed could recall facts specific to a particular habitat (down from 55% in 2013);

•     64% of those surveyed indicated that the actions they would take after attending a Seaweek event  
        had increased;

•     89% of those surveyed rated their ability to protect or improve the sea environment as being   
        “medium” to “extremely high” (up from 75% in 2013).

These and other findings suggest that Seaweek is building community capacity, with participants being 
taught practical skills that allow them to have direct experiences of the marine environment, increase 
their understanding and build their capability to undertake ongoing action. Read the 2020 Seaweek 
evaluation report here:

www.seaweek.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/sites/26/2020/08/Seaweek-2020-Evaluation-Report.pdf

“A better understanding of the diversity, abundance, and structure 
of local shark populations will be key to understanding the health 
of Otago’s local coastal ecosystems in a time of changing climate 
and oceans"



Hauraki Gulf 
Monitoring Project  
The Hauraki Gulf Monitoring Project (HGMP) adds a science 
and action learning extension to Seaweek. Participants gather 
information on local seashore ecology through long-term 
monitoring programmes using the Marine Metre Squared (Mm2) 
project - Nga Tini o te Waitai - as a tool. 

The project has compiled a baseline of information that will 
be able to be used to assess the state of the environment and 
changes over time. Around 700 students and 65 adults/teachers 
from 17 different schools/community groups have participated 
in the project since it began in 2017, with some involved over 
multiple years.  The 2020 project was led by Dr Sally Carson and 
Aless Smith from the University of Otago’s NZ Marine Studies 
Centre.  
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Mediterranean fan worms (Sabella 
spallanzanii) found on the rocky shore 

at Long Bay Regional Park. 
(Photo: NZMSC, University of Otago)

Biosecurity focus 

2020 marked the 20th anniversary of the establishment of the Hauraki Gulf Marine Park. The biennial 
‘State of the Gulf’ report highlighted many issues, including increased numbers of non-indigenous 
invasive marine species. This was the focus for this year’s HGMP. With one of the most active ports in 
the country, the Hauraki Gulf is vulnerable to the introduction of invasive marine pests, yet this issue is 
generally not as well understood as other environmental issues such as marine pollution/litter.

125 students and 15 adults/teachers from six schools carried out 34 surveys in Term 4 on rocky shore 
and sandy shore environments at five locations around the Gulf. Students were encouraged to 
research marine pests and the threat they pose to species already inhabiting the Gulf and to keep an 
eye out for invasive marine species when doing their surveys. This was achieved by working closely 
with the Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) biosecurity team and promoting the use of their online 
resources to track the spread of marine pests. 103 different species were identified, and two invasive 
species - Undaria pinnatifida – Wakame/Asian kelp and Sabella spallanzanii – Mediterranean fan worm 
were found at one location. A small group of very interested students and staff also surveyed the 
Takapuna rock pools and, for the first time at this location, found a species of native sea slug that has 
varying levels of toxin and has been linked to dog deaths in the past.

In recognition of Marine Metre Squared and the HGMP’s role in providing a platform to promote 
marine biosecurity and kaitiakitanga/ guardianship of the Gulf ecosystem, the New Zealand Marine 
Studies Centre received the national community award in the Ministry for Primary Industries’ 2020 ‘Ko 
Tātou - This is Us’ Biosecurity Awards.
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Below: Surveying group from Waiheke Primary 
School working together to collect data during 
a rocky shore Mm2 survey at Whakanewha 
Regional Park. (Photo: NZMSC, University         
of Otago)

Feedback from students: 

Q. Why would you like to continue monitoring the Hauraki Gulf in future?

Q. What was the most important thing you learnt during the project?

Right: Year 3 students at Long Bay Primary 
School developing their Mm2 skills in the 
classroom with Aless Smith. (Photo: NZMSC, 
University of Otago)

“What the metre square is and the 
marine pests and how to look after the 
Hauraki Gulf” 

(Year 3 student Long Bay Primary School)

“That we need to stop thinking for 
ourselves and think for others” 

(Year 4 student, Long Bay Primary School)

“That protecting the ocean is important 
and that you need to try your best 
helping” 

(Year 5 student, Waiheke Primary School)

“Because the ocean is very important to 
my family and if I do my part to help with 
the problem then hopefully that will make 
an impact” 

(Year 9 student, Wentworth College)

“Because Waiheke is our home and 
we need to protect our environment” 

(Year 6 student, Waiheke Primary 
School)
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Thanks everyone! 
Our thanks to all of the people and organisations, our volunteer regional coordinators and event 
organisers across the country, and our national sponsors and all our regional sponsors for their 
invaluable support for Seaweek 2020 and the Hauraki Gulf Monitoring Project. 

Pam Crisp,  
Programme Manager, NZAEE Seaweek

Feedback from teachers: 

Teachers thought that the strengths of the project were its hands-on nature, exploring the local natural 
environment and taking part in an authentic scientific research project. Overall they thought the project 
was very valuable for students:

“Fantastic for better understanding 
of biodiversity/adaptations/how    
scientists work” 

(Science teacher, Wentworth College)

“We were looking into Long Bay Marine 
Reserve as part of our ‘special place’ inquiry 
unit. This linked in perfectly and was such 
an engaging and educational experience   
for students” 

(Year 3 teacher, Long Bay Primary School)



The National Executive 
Sally Birdsall 
Chair and Auckland Branch Rep

e   s.birdsall@auckland.ac.nz

Sally is a senior lecturer in science and environmental 
education at the University of Auckland. 

Chris Eames  
Waikato Branch Rep 

e   c.eames@waikato.ac.nz

Chris is an Associate Professor in environmental 
education at the University of Waikato.

Pam Crisp
Seaweek Rep

e   pamdcrisp@gmail.com

Pam is Co-Director of the Nature Through Arts 
Collective Trust and National Programme Manager 
for NZAEE Seaweek.

Anita Anderson 
Located in Wellington

e   aanderson@doc.govt.nz

Anita works for DOC leading marketing and 
communications.

Robyn Zink 
Located in Dunedin

e   robyn.zink@orc.govt.nz

Robyn works for the Otago Regional Council as the 
Enviroschools Regional Coordinator.

Morag  Vasilaki
Northland Branch Rep

e   moragv@xtra.co.nz

Morag is contracted to the Northland Regional 
Council as an Enviroschools Facilitator.

Gill Stewart
Wellington Branch Co-rep

e   gill.enviroschools@gmail.com

Gill is an Enviroschools Community Facilitator in the 
Wairarapa and facilitates the WREEF (Wellington 
Region Environmental Education Forum) network. 
She is co-chair of the Wellington NZAEE branch.

Elspeth McMillan   
Wellington Branch Co-rep

e   elspeth.mcmillan@wcc.govt.nz

Elspeth works for Wellington City Council as the 
Education Partnership Lead in the Parks, Sport and 
Recreation Community Partnerships team.

Annie McDonald  

e   annie.mcdonald@marlborough.govt.nz

Annie works with Marlborough District Council 
developing and delivering education programmes.

Anzac Gallate

e   anzac.gallate@me.com

 Anzac is our student representative located in 
Canterbury.

Debbie Courtney
National Co-ordinator 

e   nzaeecontact@gmail.com

Debbie is our National Coordinator undertaking 
much of our administration.
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Branch Reports
The following are reports from our 

branches around New Zealand.



• Quality resources, for them and their teachers, 
that are both age appropriate and culturally 
appropriate;

• To learn about action-taking skills that will bring 
about systemic change;

• The creation of a ‘one stop shop’ web-based 
repository for resources and information;

• The creation of a network for teachers and 
students for discussions about the climate 
emergency to take place in and across schools.

Their ideas are realistic and could be achieved and it will 
be interesting to see when climate change education 
becomes a compulsory part of every school’s 
curriculum.

To thank these students for sharing their ideas, they 
were gifted with a native tree and re-usable bag from 
the Sustainable Schools Team from Auckland Council.

Ngā mihi nui

 
Sally Birdsall

Auckland Branch Report – 2019-20
Committee Members and Roles
The Auckland Branch has 9 members on its committee. 
At our Annual General Meeting in March 2020, the 
following officers and committee members were 
elected:

Chairperson: Amber Pierce
Treasurer: Trish Kirkland-Smith
Secretary: Sally Birdsall
Committee: Bridget Glasgow, Sue Wake, Rebecca 

Goffin, Andrea Kendall, Hazel 
Meadows and Richard Carter.

At our AGM Hazel Meadows stood down as 
Chairperson. The Auckland Branch would like to thank 
Hazel for her work over the last year as Chair. 

Membership
As at March 2020, we had 11 individual members, 3 
member schools/NGOs and our stakeholder member, 
Auckland Council.

Key Activities
Green Drinks

The new variation on Green Drinks started by The 
Sustainability Society (TSS) in 2018 continues to run. 
A monthly 'low-fi' form of Green Drinks is held where 
people interested in sustainability come together for a 
regular casual catch-up. The venue has now shifted to 
Wynyard Pavilion, down on Auckland’s waterfront and 
continues to be a popular event.

Auckland School Strike 4 Climate Student 
Leaders Panel Discussion

In October, we hosted a panel discussion where the 
student organisers of the climate strike in Auckland 
were invited to share their views with about 40 
teachers and other interested people. They were very 
articulate about what they thought they should be 
learning when they studied climate change during 
the course of their education. They identified needing 
climate change integrated into all areas of learning 
as well as Māori and Pacific worldviews. They also 
wanted:

• Teachers who know how and what to teach 
about the climate emergency;

• The IPCC reports be made accessible, as 
they find the technical language difficult to 
understand;
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Waikato Branch Report – 2019-20
Committee Members and Roles
The Waikato Branch has been led by Chris Eames who 
also served as representative to the National Executive. 

Membership
As at July 2020, the Waikato branch represented 20 
members, with a mix of government, NGO, teachers 
and tertiary students.

Key Activities
The 2019/2020 year has been partly disrupted by 
COVID-19 but members have been engaged in a range 
of activities. Rachel Thompson, Kids Greening Taupō 
Coordinator, reports on how they managed and 
emerged from lockdown:

"During lockdown, we were unable to work on the 
ground with our schools and community, but we 
made the most of the situation and took our work 
online. KGT with the support of other Taupō EEC 
members created an Online Nature Classroom. This 
was very successful, with 11 units of work being used by 
schools all over New Zealand. Each day over lockdown 
we also posted an activity on the KGT facebook page 
to encourage whānau to connect with nature in a 
different way.  We have continued to create these 
Nature Connectors, and now have over 200 of them 
available on the KGT website as useful resources 
for schools, whānau and community groups to use.  
They are a one-stop-shop of nature and conservation 
activities and information. It was then decided that 
Taupō EEC needed their own Facebook page, so this 
was set up and launched with a virtual community 
event, a nature art competition for Mother's Day. 
This successful event was followed by our first virtual 
teacher professional development session with 7 
workshops based on the theme of Zero Waste in 
Nature. Teachers joined us from local schools, and 
from as far away as the Cook Islands. Videos of these 
workshops, and the associated resources, are now 
available on our Taupō EEC website. We are proud that 
we managed to fulfil our commitments to teachers, 
students, and the community, even while in lockdown!

After lockdown we hit the ground running with 
an awesome Arbor Day planting for schools, a 
collaborative planting day and workshop with 
Tuwharetoa Māori Trust Board, and a fun mulching day 
for local schools to attend. 

We have started working again on the ground with 
our local schools and ECE centres. For Plastic Free July 
we used our Facebook page to share online resources 
daily with the community. Shannon from Taupō District 
Council coordinated a range of videos, made by Taupō 
EEC members and other local experts, sharing plastic-
free tips. We also put together a Zero Waste Challenge 
that was shared with schools and the community. We 
had a full line up of events planned for Conservation 
Week 2020, which unfortunately have all been 
cancelled due to the second outbreak of COVID-19. We 
will again be utilising our online platforms to connect 
our community with nature and to spread conservation 
messages during this time. It has been a year of 
flexibility and creativity in response to ever changing 
circumstances, but we feel proud of what we have 
achieved through Taupō EEC."

We welcomed Chris Langley as the new Waikato 
Regional Coordinator for Enviroschools. Chris heads 
up an experienced team of facilitators who serve 30 
ECE centres and 150 schools. This team continues to do 
awesome things to help our teachers and learners (see 
https://enviroschools.org.nz/regions/waikato/). 

The Waikato Wellness Project, see https://www.
waikatowellbeingproject.co.nz/ received a $3 million 
dollar boost to drive this project forward, so Waikato 
members will be keen to engage in this work to make a 
difference to the lives in their community.

One a slightly more mundane level, Hamilton is rolling 
out a new system of kerbside waste management, with 
a solid education programme. It will be interesting to 
see how this system impacts domestic waste in the 
next few years.

Ngā mihi nui 

Chris
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Kids Greening Taupō Education Coordinators, 
Sian Moffitt and Rachel Thompson, with 

tamariki taking part in a Taupō EEC restoration 
planting site mulching event.



Bay of Plenty Branch Report – 2019-20
Committee Members and Roles

Branch chairs: Janie Stevenson
Treasurer: Vacant
National Exec Rep: Vacant for the Bay of Plenty
Committee: Satsuki Takenouchi,                

Joc McCreary, Jake Anderson

Membership Numbers
As at September 2020, the Bay of Plenty Branch has 3 
individual members.

Key Activities
Special thanks to Bay of Plenty Regional Council who 
produce REEF (Regional Environmental Education 
Forum) monthly online newsletters, which are 
circulated to teachers, educators and the network.

Committee meetings
Our small committee of four members met in 
December and February to discuss the ongoing nature 
of the branch and plans for the year. It was decided to 
survey the lead EE teachers in the high schools to see 
what it was they would like to see the branch do. The 
list of EE resources and opportunities is to be updated 
this year also. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the group 
has not met since February and no future events are 
planned for the year. 

Seaweek Event
Our branch hosted an event along with the 
Department of Conservation as part of Seaweek in 
February this year. The event showcased the DOC 
sea-themed online resources for schools and Jake, our 
committee member, spoke about NZAEE and the role 
of the BOP Branch. 

Other points to note
Our branch contributes to the NZAEE Annual Report 
each year but currently has no representation on the 
National Executive. 

Outside of branch activity, there is a growing range 
of EE activities available at a school and community 
level; ranging from Enviroschools, Resource Wise 
Schools, Travel Safe, Learning Through Discovery, 
Envirochallenge, community gardens, Nature Library, 
Bay Conservation programmes, Nature through 
Discovery estuary monitoring, Sustainable Backyards 
events, Youth Jam events etc.

The BOP branch has faced a declining membership for 
years and are currently below the numbers to remain 
an official group. We are in email discussion as to the 
future of the group and would be interested to hear 
how other regions are operating and maintaining 
membership.

Ngā mihi nui 

Kathy
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Supporting Seaweek 
The Wellington region has had an extremely successful 
Seaweek, though there was significant disruption due to a 
major sewage leak into the harbour. 

This year’s Seaweek Ocean Champion was Lorraine 
Shaab and the Petone Clean Up Crew. Lorraine and 
her crew work tirelessly to clean up Petone beach, 
while also campaigning to reduce the contamination of 
our waterways with plastic nurdles from local plastics 
manufacturers. 

Over thirty Seaweek events were run throughout 
the region, and we would like to thank the regional 
coordinator Micheline Evans for the fantastic work she has 
done to bring it altogether. 

Wellington Branch Report – 2019-20
Committee Members and Roles
Leadership Wellington Branch has seen the following 
changes:

Chair: Gill Stewart and Elspeth 
McMillan to replace Thom 
Adams as Co-Chairs 

Treasurer: Kim Tabrum to replace 
Sandy Beath-Croft

WREEF Representative: Ben Moorehouse to 
replace Gill Stewart

We would like to thank Thom and Sandy for their 
excellent mahi over the years. 

There are four representatives on the National   
Executive – Pam Crisp, Elspeth McMillan, Gill Stewart, 
Anita Anderson.

Membership Numbers
As at February 2020, the Wellington Branch had 11 
individual and 14 corporate members. 

Key Activities

WREEF Partnership
The committee has voted to establish the Wellington 
Regional Environmental Educators Forum as a working 
group of the Wellington Branch of the NZAEE, which 
includes funding a part-time facilitator to support the 
ongoing activities of WREEF. This will be run as a pilot for 
one year, after which the viability of the arrangement will 
be assessed. 

WREEF fulfils much of the role that NZAEE would have in 
the Wellington region, but is dependent on the ongoing 
support of a small number of organisations. This leaves 
it vulnerable to changes in funding priorities by those 
organisations. Bringing WREEF in as a working group of 
the NZAEE Wellington Branch will hopefully reduce this 
vulnerability and allow for the exploration of alternative 
funding options. 
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The branch is also beginning preparations for Seaweek 
2021 with the new project, Blue Cradle https://
bluecradle.org/, looking to offer a number of exciting 
and uplifting activities during that time. Should any 
other Canterbury members have ideas for Seaweek 
events they are most welcome to contact Branch 
Coordinator, Jocelyn Papprill at chchnzaee@gmail.
com to discuss them.

Canterbury Branch Report – 2019-20
Membership
As at March 2020, the Canterbury Branch had 4 
individual members and 4 corporate memberships.

Key Activities
The Canterbury Branch continues to tick over but is not 
really active except for email exchanges and some side 
projects individuals are pursuing. The second Speaking 
4 the Planet Speech and Art Competition went well 
despite it having to be held online rather than as a live 
event. Thirteen schools entered students across the 
age categories with 4 young adults entering in the 
open section. The Canterbury branch of NZAEE were 
co-convenors of the event alongside SOC (Sustainable 
Ōtautahi Christchurch) with major sponsorship 
coming from Environment Canterbury, Earth Sea Sky 
Clothing, Orana Park and Ara Institute. Full results 
and videos of the winning speeches can be seen 
here https://sustainablechristchurch.org.nz/speaking-
4-the-planet-2020/results/. We are planning to run the 
competition again in 2021 and hope that it will be able 
to held as a live event at Tūranga, our central library.

 A few members have met a couple of times with SOC 
members to discuss what type of support ECE may 
need to help them on their sustainability journey whilst 
an upcoming meeting of small EEfS providers aims to 
look at how they may collaborate more effectively to 
source funds to support their programmes. We have 
a number of small EEfS providers doing amazing work 
and as the EEfS Strategy, Objective 2 states we need to 
‘Strengthen networks to foster collaborative action’; 
that is one of the core needs our NZAEE branch tries to 
meet.
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Southern Branch Report – 2019-20
Schools and community groups continue to do a lot of 
creative and exciting environmental and sustainability 
work in Otago. If any of us needed reminding why 
we need a healthy and resilient environment and 
communities, then COVID-19 has provided this reminder. 

The second half of 2019 saw students making their 
voices heard on a whole range of environmental issues. 
Students took to the streets in the School Strike 4 
Climate protests across Otago. Students have been 
taking councils to task over their lack of action on 
climate change through the annual plan process. Some 
politicians have also heard from students. The Hon. 
Eugenie Sage visited Wanaka Primary School after the 
Year 3 students wrote to her with their concerns for 
the welfare of the tuna in Lake Wanaka. She told the 
students that their letters had prompted her to talk to 
Contact Energy to find out what they were doing to 
ensure the tuna can travel up and down the Mata-Au / 
Clutha River and to review legislation protecting native 
freshwater fish.

Many schools have been busy improving the 
biodiversity of their school grounds and wider 
community. Schools are propagating eco-sourced 
seeds for planting projects. Along with propagating for 
planting, some schools are also propagating plants they 
can present as gifts to all those people that support the 
school. 

Pests continue to be a major focus of many 
environmental education initiatives. Students and 
community members have been putting out tracking 
tunnels and communities are learning a lot more about 
who is living in their neighbourhoods. The increase 
in Predator Free funding is resulting in more people 
working in this space to support schools in their 
ambitions to protect native birds, skinks, bats, insects 
and plants.

There continues to be several exciting citizen science 
projects in Otago that bring together schools, 
community groups, councils and tertiary organisations. 
Regular water testing is happening in various 
waterways. There are numerous wetland development 
and restoration projects underway giving hands-on 
experience to students and adults on how catchments 
and larger eco-systems work. The Catlins School 
community is learning about the environment through a 
bat project. A number of coastal schools are involved in 
Sustainable Coastlines' litter project, which is gathering 
valuable data about the litter that is found along our 
coast lines. 

2020 is certainly providing more than its fair share of 
challenges and uncertainties. The speed with which 
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schools have picked up on existing environmental 
projects and started new projects related to enhancing 
the environment and building sustainable communities 
after the lockdown shows how much students and 
staff value making a difference in their communities. 
It is really exciting to see students take the initiative in 
this space. Examples of these actions are students from 
Waitaki Girls and Boys High Schools working together 
to do regular beach clean-ups in Oamaru. Another is 
students from a Dunedin high school organising regular 
planting days on Quarantine Island in Otago Harbour in 
which all secondary students can participate. 

The additional funding that is being made available by 
the Government for Jobs for Nature is already creating 
more opportunities for young people to take action 
to improve the health of their local environments. The 
various organisations across Otago working in the 
environmental education space continue to collaborate 
to support the ambitions of early childhood centres 
and schools in the region for environmental education 
and action. Even though COVID-19 will present more 
challenges and uncertainties, we are very optimistic 
that school and community support for environmental 
education will continue to be strong.

Robyn Zink 
NZAEE Southern Representative



Northland Branch Report – 2019-20
The Northland Branch now has enough members to 
reactivate thanks in part to the Northland Regional 
Council taking out a corporate membership and also 
a number of individual members recommitting their 
membership for another year.

We plan to hold a meeting to formalise this reactivation 
in the near future.

Environmental education has continued in the absence 
of a formal branch due to the work of Northland 
Regional Council, Enviroschools, Experiencing Marine 
Reserves, Mountains to Sea Trust and the other 
providers in the region.

A hui bringing providers together was facilitated by 
Helen Ough Dealy from DOC in August 2019. This hui 
focused on introductions and getting to know others 
working in the same space. A follow up hui was planned 
but has been postponed until November due to 
COVID-19.

Morag Vasilaki 
NZAEE Northland Representative
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About the cover images

1 2 3 4

1    Corinna School students create a lizard habitat.    2    Tamariki planting along fenceline.    3   Oamaru schools finding what lives in the rock pools.  
  4    Planning action for 2020.    5   Project Gold Planting Day at Clyde.  

          6    Eugenie Sage answering students' questions.    7    Mokomoko Project - Ko te aroha planting.   
 

(Photos provided by Robyn Zink, Southern Region National Executive Rep.)
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