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Why a 
fes*val? 
In a >me of climate change, bushfires, and 
global pandemics, now more than ever we 
need to cul>vate a deeper rela5onship with 
nature as a society.  

As individuals, that rela>onship is fundamental 
to our wellbeing. As a society, that rela>onship 
is the founda>on of all of the other work that 
we undertake to protect and steward nature. 

As with any great rela>onship, we should 
spend quality >me together, go on big 
adventures, take good care of each 
other, and, most importantly, take the 
>me each year to celebrate what 
makes the rela>onship worthwhile 
in the first place. This is what the 
Nature Fes>val is all about.

Nature Fes*val 
We are a 10 day program of events, encounters, 
and experiences to celebrate our love of nature 
in South Australia.  

We’re an open-access fesAval (like the Fringe) 
with broad community involvement and a focus 
on arts, Aboriginal culture, wonder, staying 
acAve, learning, and adventure.

Partners have included

Want to know 
what it feels like? 
Watch our 2020 

video here.

http://naturefestival.org.au/
http://naturefestival.org.au/


What kinds of events 
are in the Fes*val?
A few events from the 2020 program:



Give people a  
rela5onship to help 

them value nature 
“It’s quite easy to look at nature as a 

big empty space full of sAcks and spiders 
and snakes, but if you actually give 
someone a relaAonship to the nature 
they’ll use it a lot more.  

The more we use it, the more it gets 
valued, the less likely it is to get forgoRen 
about. It becomes something we want to 
maintain and invest in.” —Jeff

Ac5vate the community with art 
“The art event we went to with our daughter 
was amazing. The arAsts were gorgeous and 
the result was absolutely beauAful… it didn’t 
just engage the people who were 
parAcipaAng in it, it also engaged the 
community as they were walking past and 
stopping to see what we were doing.” —Sarah

Connect with families 
“The Nature FesAval was 
tremendous…as a parent during 
school holidays we were looking for 
art opportuniAes for our child and if 
that is then incorporated into 
community events and things that 
involve nature, it’s perfect.”  —Sharon

Influence the next genera5on 
“I think the Nature FesAval is a wonderful 
focus for making people feel a sense of 
ownership of their environment and how 
they can actually contribute to it, and also 
influencing the next generaAon.” —Kylie

Engage in 
innova5ve ways 
“The Nature FesAval itself is not 
just doing the same old ‘green and 
trees’… they’re really helping us 
engage in different ways.  

Whether that’s a ride through the 
park or connecAng with First 
Peoples or just games. It’s great!” 
—Kieron

‘Spark up’ seniors 
“I’m fairly isolated. The Nature 
FesAval sparked me up again about 
nature and being sociable.” —David

Empower your community 
“I think events like the Nature 
FesAval are very important for 
that feeling of not being alone in 
your views, thinking I'm not just 
some voice in the wilderness.  

Events create a sense of 
excitement and also they  
create a sense of belonging  

and energy. People should  
be empowered.” - Kate

We asked par3cipants from 2020 why 
the Nature Fes3val was important to 
them and what it could mean for your 
local community.

What does the 
fes*val mean to 
the community?



 

We’re an open-access fesAval like the Fringe, 
which means anyone (that means you!) can 
apply to run an event.  

We’re parAcularly interested in unusual ways of 
connecAng to nature, so we’re looking for 
diverse types of event hosts including arAsts, 
environmental orgs, musicians, nature tourism 
operators, health and wellness pracAAoners, 
GP Clinics, wineries, breweries, restaurants, or 
local businesses. 

We’re looking for all sorts of creaAve, 
parAcipatory, emoAonal, and remarkable 
experiences. They might involve tradiAonal 
knowledge or the latest VR technology. They 
might excite and intrigue or bring wonder or 
tears. We encourage events for a range of ages 
and abiliAes. As long as it deepens our 
relaAonship with nature as South Australians, 
we’d love to have it in the program. 

As with last year, it’s free to register an event, 
you can charge for Ackets or offer them for 
free, and we’ll run a micro-grant round for 
Nature FesAval events around June this year.

Hosts are the heart of the fes5val. We welcome big 
ins5tu5ons, independent ar5sts, small businesses, 
environmental non-profits or keen community 
members.

Host an event
Host an event

Want to talk through  
your idea with us? 

Contact 

Jill Woodlands, 
Nature curator 
jill@naturefestival.org.au 
0400 357 503 

Amber Cronin,  
Arts curator 
amber@naturefestival.org.au 
0421 154 239 

Learn more and fill out an  
expression of interest form here: 

naturefestival.org.au/participate

http://naturefestival.org.au/participate
mailto:jill@naturefestival.org.au
mailto:amber@naturefestival.org.au


 

Why host an event?
Help your community feel  
part of something bigger 
If we want people to take posiAve acAon for 
nature (sustainable behaviours, preserving trees, 
planAng naAves), we need them to see and 
celebrate that part of their individual and 
community idenAty. 

Be part of something posi*ve 
From bushfires to coronavirus, it’s been a difficult 
year. We could all use some celebraAon, and we 
could all use more posiAve experiences of nature. 
Spring is a Ame of new beginnings, and nothing 
says Adelaide more than emerging from 
lockdown into a fesAval of nature. 

Nature is good for you 
—and your brand 
Over 90% of South Australians get out into our 
parks and beaches every year. More than 70% 
are happy to pay more for environmentally 
friendly products. 94% think conserving nature is 
of criAcal importance. And all of these numbers 
were from state-wide polling before this last 
bushfire season. 

Whether you are an outdoor tourism operator, an 
eco-friendly cafe, an environmental non-profit, a 
winery that cares about the land, a yoga studio, a 
psychology pracAce encouraging healthy acAvity, 
love of nature is a strong and powerful 
differenAator that aligns with the values of the 
vast majority of South Australians. This fesAval is 
a great way to demonstrate and enact your 
values as an organisaAon. 

Try something new 
The Nature FesAval is a plakorm that’s 
specifically designed to support you to try new 
things in your community. We’re dedicated to 
sharing ideas and spreading what works. 

New supporters, new customers  
Our primary audience for the fesAval are families 
and professionals who might say something like 
“I’m no greenie, but I love going bushwalking 
whenever I can.” It turns out that this is most 
South Australians. PosiAve love of nature in SA is 
astronomically high. We’re developing this 
fesAval as a channel to help you access that 
audience. 

We’re louder together 
There are a lot of great nature iniAaAves 
happening in South Australia. We’re louder when 
we act together. Joining the fesAval lets you 
benefit from shared communicaAons and PR and 
lets you access a larger shared audience. 

Tickets + grants 
We welcome both free and Acketed events. Like 
Fringe, you set the Acket prices yourself and keep 
the proceeds.  

AddiAonally, we will open a round of micro-
grants ($500-$1,000) to support some of the 
events. 

Move beyond par*sanship and 
division 
We don’t quite agree with how poliAcised nature 
has become. A meaningful relaAonship with 
nature is one of our natural rights as human 
beings and not only contributes to beRer 
emoAonal and physical wellbeing, it also reminds 
us we are part of a vast and wondrous ecology 
that we depend on and that depends on us. 

This fesAval is specifically aimed at cuong across 
division by focusing a relaAonship with nature 
that unites all of us.



Interested in  
hosting an event? 

Learn more and fill out an  
expression of interest form here: 

naturefestival.org.au/participate 

Or contact 
Jill Woodlands (nature coordinator) 
jill@naturefestival.org.au 
0400 357 503 

Amber Cronin (arts coordinator) 
amber@naturefestival.org.au 
0421 154 239 

http://naturefestival.org.au/participate
mailto:jill@naturefestival.org.au
mailto:amber@naturefestival.org.au


naturefes5val.org.au

Nature isn’t somewhere ‘over 
there that we visit occasionally.  
It’s all around us. We’re part of it 
and amongst it all of the 5me.


