
 

 

 

 

NOT WITHOUT HOPE 

ACTS 17:1-9 

I THESSALONIANS 2:13-20 

JANUARY 15, 2023 

MAIN POINT 

JESUS IS THE SOURCE OF ENDURING HOPE 

 

INTRODUCTION  

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.   

What sorts of challenges did the early church experience, and what sorts of challenges does the church face 

today? Where are there similarities and differences? 

What verses in the Bible give you hope? What specifically about Jesus gives you hope?  

UNDERSTANDING  

Review the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says about a particular topic.  

Have a volunteer read Acts 17:1-9 

 

Who joined Paul and Silas after Paul’s preaching in the Synagogue, and why is this relevant? Verse 4: Some Jews, a 

great many of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women. This was relevant because we are seeing non-Jews 

and women who were traditionally thought of as “less than” coming to faith thus fulfilling the promise that faith in Jesus 

would be for all people. 

 

Why were the Jews jealous and what did they do to the Believers? Verses 5 -6: The Jews felt like they were losing 

power and influence because of the teachings of Paul & Silas. They formed a mob, set the city in an uproar and attacked 

Jason’s house to drag Jason and some of the brothers before the city authorities. 

 

What was the charge from the mob? Last part of verse 6 & verse 7: These men who turned the world upside down have 

come here also. They are acting against the decrees of Caesar saying there is another king, Jesus.  

 

How was the charge resolved, and what did that mean for Paul? Verse 9 - Money was given from the believers to the 

authorities (similar to a security bond) to guarantee that there would be no more disturbance of the peace. In an effort to 

avoid stirring up any more disturbance, Paul left Thessalonica immediately by night.  

 



 

 

Have a volunteer read 1 Thessalonians 2:13-20 

How are the Thessalonians demonstrating that they are imitators of Jesus Christ? Verse 13: The Thessalonians are 

receiving and accepting the Word of God, which is at work in them; Verse 14: They became imitators of the churches of 

Christ Jesus and suffered persecution from their own countrymen (Jews).  

 

Paul talks about being torn away from the Thessalonians in person, not in heart. What do you think this means 

based on what we’ve read in Acts 17? (Paul had to leave Thessalonica so he wouldn’t disturb the peace.) Paul still 

wanted to come back to see the Thessalonians, but what happened? Verse 18: Satan hindered him.  

 

How does Paul encourage the Thessalonians in verses 19-20? The Thessalonians were their hope and joy. Paul 

presenting the Thessalonian believers to Jesus at the second coming is part of Paul’s Christian hope. 

 

APPLICATION  

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives 

As you can see from our Bible reading today, suffering persecution is normal for a believer. This stands true 

today. How can we encourage and give hope to each other when we are persecuted for our faith?  

How can we be imitators of those who came before us in the faith?  

PRAYER WITH YOUR GROUP  

Take a moment to ask your group if there are any prayer requests. Please consider praying for the following: 

• Our Neighbors: Pray for an opportunity to invite one of your neighbors to Lifepoint 

• Our Nations: Our Uganda mission trip January 25-February 2. Pray that lives will be changed for the sake of the 

Kingdom 

• Our Next Generation: Pray for our students as they navigate difficult challenges at school 

• Our Church Body: That we will grow deeper in faith as we read and study I Thessalonians together 

 

LP REMINDERS  

Please encourage everyone to register for the following items under the “Events” tab on the Lifepoint App or 

LPGuest.com 

● January 22:  Baptisms 

● January 27-28: 1825 Winter Conference 

● February 12: Starting Point 

● February 19: Core Beliefs 

● February 26: Discovering Life Membership Class 

 

MEMORIZE 

 “So Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save 

those who are eagerly waiting for him.” Hebrews 9:28 

http://lpguest.com/
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