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A p r i l  9 ,  2 0 2 3  

E A S T E R  

Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection 

M a t t h e w  2 6 - 2 8 ;  J o h n  2 0  

KEY PASSAGE: 

John 1:29 

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the 

sin of the world! 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 

What did Jesus do to save us?  

Jesus lived a sinless life, died on the cross, and rose from the dead. 

CHRIST CONNECTION:  

Jesus came to be the sacrifice for sin. He lived a sinless life, died on the cross, and rose from 

the dead. In Him, we have complete forgiveness once and for all. 
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PREPARE:  P r i o r  T o  T e a c h i n g  T h e  S e s s i o n  

 

LEADER Bible Study 
 

Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection are essential to the Christian faith. If we teach Jesus as a 

respected teacher and miracle-worker who claimed to be the Messiah and who was crucified 

on the cross—but who was not resurrected—then we are teaching the Jesus of Judaism. If we 

teach Jesus as a wise teacher and prophet who ascended into heaven—but who was not 

crucified—then we are teaching the Jesus of Islam. 

 

Jesus came to earth to save us from our sins. (Matt. 1:21) He died to show God’s love to us (Rom. 

5:7-8) so that whoever believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) Jesus died 

so that we would be forgiven. (Eph. 1:7) Jesus died to bring us to God. (1 Pet. 3:18) 

 

The time between Friday afternoon and Sunday morning must have been dark hours for Jesus’ 

disciples. Fear, doubt, and confusion certainly overwhelmed their thoughts. Jesus, their Lord, was 

dead. He had been unjustly arrested, falsely accused, and severely beaten. Even worse, He had 

been killed in a horrible manner: by crucifixion. 

 

The story doesn’t end there. Jesus’ body was laid in a tomb. The tomb was sealed and guards 

watched over it. The Jews remembered Jesus’ claim that He would rise from the dead (John 

2:19-21), and they made sure no one could steal His body and insist He had risen. Imagine their 

surprise when Jesus did rise from the dead! 

 

Jesus’ resurrection gives us joy and hope for our own resurrection. The same Spirit that raised 

Jesus from the dead will raise our bodies to life. (Rom. 8:11) 

 

As you teach kids this Bible story, emphasize the gospel: the good news of who Jesus is and what 

He has done. We do not worship a dead Savior. Jesus is alive! Sadness turns to joy. There is hope 

for sinners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Younger Kids Leader Guide 

 

WELCOME Kids 

Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect the offering, fill out attendance 

sheets, ask kids about their week, and help new kids connect to your group. 

 

Prompt kids to share about a time they experienced a happy surprise. 

  SAY • Happy surprises are lots of fun, from receiving a wonderful gift you didn’t expect to 

walking through a door to a group of friends shouting “surprise” on your birthday. Today 

we will take a step away from the timeline of the Bible to look back on the greatest 

surprise of all time. But the people surprised should have known it was coming! What event 

do you think I might be talking about? 

 

Activity Page (5 minutes) 

Invite kids to complete “Crack the Code” on the activity page. 

SAY   Jesus is alive! His resurrection surprised His followers, but it shouldn’t have. He told 

them in advance that He would die and rise again. Jesus didn’t tell them in a secret 

code, He said it plainly and then proved it. 

 

 Session Starter (10 minutes) 

Option 1: A part of the whole 

Display a small item that may look unimportant but serves a vital role in some kind of device, 

such as a spring from a clothespin, a bobbin from a sewing machine, or a rubber gasket from a 

spray nozzle. Allow the kids to guess its function before showing the rest of the device and 

explaining the item’s vital purpose. 

  SAY • If you only hear the story of Jesus’ death, it might not make any sense. How could 

Jesus be victorious if His enemies killed Him? But when we understand Jesus’ crucifixion as 

a part of the whole story of the Bible, it, along with the resurrection, allows the rest of 

Scripture to tell God’s beautiful story. 

 

Option 2: Roll the stone relay 

Form two teams of kids. Instruct the teams to make two lines on one side of the room. Set a cone 

at the far end of the room in front of the two teams. Give the first kid in each line a playground 

ball. Each player on the two teams must roll the playground ball to the end of the room, around 

the cone, and back. Play continues until a team has sent every player down and back with the 

ball. 

  SAY • When Jesus rose again, an angel rolled the stone away from His tomb. Today we will 

learn more about why Jesus’ death and resurrection are so vital to the story God is telling 

about His desire to glorify Himself and save us from sin. 
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LEARN:  T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L  

 

LEARN the Bible Story 

 
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus! 

Use The Gospel: God's Plan for Me as a reference. 

 
Key Passage Activity (10 minutes) 

John 1:29 

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the 

sin of the world!” 

 

Before the session, write each word of t 

he key passage on a piece of paper and put them in easter eggs.  Show the key passage 

poster. Lead kids in reading aloud John 1:29 together. 

SAY   Our key passage reminds us that Jesus is the Lamb of God who gave His life to take 

away our sin. Only Jesus’ sacrifice paid for our sin once and for all.    

Put the eggs in a basket at some distance away.  Have kids race down one at a time, grab an 

egg, crack it open, and work together as a team to put the verse together in order.  Time them 

to see how fast they can work together!    
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LOVE:  T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  G O S P E L  

 

LOVE God by Applying the Story 

 
Bible Skills & Review (10 minutes) 

Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles to Matthew 28. Explain that the Book of 

Matthew is found in the New Testament division called the Gospels.  

Challenge kids to name the Gospels. (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) Remind them that these 

books tell us about Jesus’ life and ministry. Choose a kid to read Matthew 28:6 aloud. 

  SAY • Jesus did not stay in the tomb! He is alive!   The good news of the gospel is that Jesus 

made the way for people to be free from sin and experience forgiveness and hope as 

children of God. Jesus’ resurrection gives true joy to believers. 

 

Group Discussion (10 minutes) 

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss. 

 

SAY   Why did the angel tell the women to not be afraid? 

Help kids recognize that the women and Jesus’ disciples were probably very sad and confused. 

Seeing an angel would be very shocking. Seeing Jesus’ tomb open and empty would have 

been very upsetting. They had not understood what Jesus had said about His death and 

resurrection. 

(Option: Choose a kid to read Matt. 20:17-19.) 

 

  SAY   How does Jesus’ death and resurrection give believers hope? 

Lead kids to recall that because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, we can become children of 

God and inherit eternal life with Him. This allows believers to live with unshakable hope for the 

future. 

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 1 Pet. 1:3-4.) 

 

SAY     How can we share the good news that Jesus is alive?  

Help kids recognize that it is our job and our joy to share the good news with others. We can do 

this simply by telling the story we heard today. The bad news is that we are all sinners, and the 

punishment for sin is death. Jesus took the punishment we deserve by dying on the cross, and He 

conquered death by rising on the third day. He offers salvation to everyone who trusts Him as 

Lord and Savior. 

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Isa. 61:1.) 
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LIVE:  T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  G O S P E L  

 

LIVE the Mission 

 
Activity Choice (10 minutes) 

CROSS ON A HILL 

Give each kid a white non wax plate.   

Have them color it with colors to look like a sunset like the picture below.   

Take a piece of black construction paper and trace a cross silhouette template and staple it to 

the sunset plate.   

Write He is Alive with a white crayon on the black construction paper 

SAY   God took something very sad (Jesus’ death on the cross – black cross) and gave us 

hope and eternal life through Jesus’ resurrection, something beautiful (like the sunset 

plate). Jesus’ resurrection gives true joy to believers. When we have faith in Him, we are 

saved from sin and gain eternal life with God. This has been God’s plan all along. 

Whenever we feel sad, scared, lonely, or upset, we can remember the love Jesus 

showed for us on the cross, and the victory he won through His resurrection. The gospel is 

a comfort to all people who believe. What is the gospel? The gospel is the good news 

that God sent His Son, Jesus, into the world to rescue sinners. 

 

 

 

Reflection and Prayer (5 minutes) 

Ask the kids the following questions: 

 

 What does this story teach me about God or about the gospel? 

 What does this story teach me about myself? 

 Whom can I tell about this story? 

 

Pray with your group! 

God, thank You for sending Jesus to be the ultimate sacrifice for our sin. . Thank You that He 

was willing to die the death we deserve. Thank You for raising Him from the dead. Help us to 

experience the true joy that only He can give. Change our hearts to be more like You. Help us 

encourage others with the truth about Jesus. Amen.    

 
   

 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the activity page so that parents can 

see what their kids have been learning. 

 


