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A p r i l  9 ,  2 0 2 3  

E A S T E R  

Jesus’ Crucifixion and Resurrection 

M a t t h e w  2 6 - 2 8 ;  J o h n  2 0  

KEY PASSAGE: 

John 1:29 

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the 

sin of the world! 

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 

What did Jesus do to save us?  

Jesus lived a sinless life, died on the cross, and rose from the dead. 

CHRIST CONNECTION:  

Jesus came to be the sacrifice for sin. He lived a sinless life, died on the cross, and rose from 

the dead. In Him, we have complete forgiveness once and for all. 
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PREPARE:  P r i o r  T o  T e a c h i n g  T h e  S e s s i o n  

 

LEADER Bible Study 
 

Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection are essential to the Christian faith. If we teach Jesus as a 

respected teacher and miracle-worker who claimed to be the Messiah and who was crucified 

on the cross—but who was not resurrected—then we are teaching the Jesus of Judaism. If we 

teach Jesus as a wise teacher and prophet who ascended into heaven—but who was not 

crucified—then we are teaching the Jesus of Islam. 

 

Jesus came to earth to save us from our sins. (Matt. 1:21) He died to show God’s love to us (Rom. 

5:7-8) so that whoever believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16) Jesus died 

so that we would be forgiven. (Eph. 1:7) Jesus died to bring us to God. (1 Pet. 3:18) 

 

The time between Friday afternoon and Sunday morning must have been dark hours for Jesus’ 

disciples. Fear, doubt, and confusion certainly overwhelmed their thoughts. Jesus, their Lord, was 

dead. He had been unjustly arrested, falsely accused, and severely beaten. Even worse, He had 

been killed in a horrible manner: by crucifixion. 

 

The story doesn’t end there. Jesus’ body was laid in a tomb. The tomb was sealed and guards 

watched over it. The Jews remembered Jesus’ claim that He would rise from the dead (John 

2:19-21), and they made sure no one could steal His body and insist He had risen. Imagine their 

surprise when Jesus did rise from the dead! 

 

Jesus’ resurrection gives us joy and hope for our own resurrection. The same Spirit that raised 

Jesus from the dead will raise our bodies to life. (Rom. 8:11) 

 

As you teach kids this Bible story, emphasize the gospel: the good news of who Jesus is and what 

He has done. We do not worship a dead Savior. Jesus is alive! Sadness turns to joy. There is hope 

for sinners. 
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WELCOME Kids 

Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect the offering, fill out attendance 

sheets, ask kids about their week, and help new kids connect to your group. 

 

 SAY  Today we are going to hear about the most important event to ever happen. It 

happened more than two thousand years ago!  Are there future events you think will be 

even more important? Why or why not? 

 

Activity Page (5 minutes) 

Invite kids to complete “The Word Alive” on the activity page. 

  SAY Who can tell me what the word resurrection means? [Pause for kids to respond.] 

Resurrection means “rising from the dead.” Today’s Bible story is about Jesus’ death on the 

cross—His crucifixion—and His rising from the dead—His resurrection. I can’t wait for you to 

hear more. 

 

      

Session Starter (10 minutes) 

 

Option 1: Center of it all 

Before meeting, use a large piece of paper to create a target on the wall. Cut arrow shapes 

from paper, one per kid. Direct kids to form a line. Give the first kid a paper arrow with tape on 

the back. Blindfold her and direct her to stand directly in front of the target. Challenge her to 

place her arrow at the center of the target. Continue until all kids have had a chance to play. 

  SAY • Today, we will talk about an event that is the center of the gospel story: Jesus’ 

death and resurrection. All of you tried to place your arrow at the center of the target, but 

that was difficult, wasn’t it? Everyone kept missing the mark. The same is true when it 

comes to salvation. We could never save ourselves. We always miss the mark. That is why 

we need a Savior and what makes this story the center of it all. 

 

Option 2: Broken to beautiful 

Give each kid a cross cut out of cardstock. Invite them to tear decorative paper into small 

pieces and glue them to cover the cross.   

  SAY • There are times in life when it can feel like things are not turning out the way we 

hoped. It might feel like we have broken pieces in our life. In today’s Bible story, we will 

learn how God takes things that are broken, confusing, and sad and turns them into joy. 

Hang your cross art somewhere where you can see it often and remember the hope and 

joy you can have in Jesus. 
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LEARN:  T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L  

 

LEARN the Bible Story 

 
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus! 

Use The Gospel: God's Plan for Me as a reference. 

 
Key Passage Activity (10 minutes) 

John 1:29 

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the 

sin of the world! 

 

Show the key passage poster. Lead kids in reading aloud John 1:29 together. 

SAY   Jesus came to be the sacrifice for sin. Our key passage reminds us of this truth 

because John calls Jesus the ‘Lamb of God.’ Lambs were animals used in Old 

Testament sacrifices, but Jesus is the better sacrifice because His blood washes away 

our sin completely and forever.     

Write each word from the key passage on Easter themed cardstock cut out as an egg 

shape. Form kids into small groups and allow a time for each group to piece the verse in 

order.  Make several copies if you are playing teams or race against the clock if doing the 

activity as one group.  See if they can beat the time the second round.   
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LOVE:  T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  G O S P E L  

 

LOVE God by Applying the Story 

 
Bible Skills & Review (10 minutes) 

 
Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles to Matthew 28. Explain that the Book of 

Matthew is found in the New Testament division called the Gospels.  

Challenge kids to name the Gospels. (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) Remind them that these 

books tell us about Jesus’ life and ministry. Choose a kid to read Matthew 28:6 aloud. 

   SAY • Jesus did not stay in the tomb! He is alive!   The good news of the gospel is that 

Jesus made the way for people to be free from sin and experience forgiveness and hope 

as children of God. Jesus’ resurrection gives true joy to believers. 

 

 

Group Discussion (10 minutes) 

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss. 

 

SAY   Why did the angel tell the women to not be afraid? 

Help kids recognize that the women and Jesus’ disciples were probably very sad and confused. 

Seeing an angel would be very shocking. Seeing Jesus’ tomb open and empty would have 

been very upsetting. They had not understood what Jesus had said about His death and 

resurrection. 

(Option: Choose a kid to read Matt. 20:17-19.) 

 

  SAY   How does Jesus’ death and resurrection give believers hope? 

Lead kids to recall that because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, we can become children of 

God and inherit eternal life with Him. This allows believers to live with unshakable hope for the 

future. 

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 1 Pet. 1:3-4.) 

 

SAY     How can we share the good news that Jesus is alive?  

Help kids recognize that it is our job and our joy to share the good news with others. We can do 

this simply by telling the story we heard today. The bad news is that we are all sinners, and the 

punishment for sin is death. Jesus took the punishment we deserve by dying on the cross, and He 

conquered death by rising on the third day. He offers salvation to everyone who trusts Him as 

Lord and Savior. 

(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Isa. 61:1.) 
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LIVE:  T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  G O S P E L  

LIVE the Mission 

 
Activity Choice (10 minutes) 

Complete       

Before the session write one half of the following Bible verses on individual index cards and 

the other halves of the verses on separate cards: Hebrews 7:27; Hebrews 10:10; Hebrews 

10:12; Hebrews 10:14; Hebrews 10:22. Be sure to include the reference on one card for each 

Bible verse. 

Form kids into groups and give each group an index card. Direct the groups to find the 

other half of their verse to make the verse complete. Encourage kids to use thei r Bibles to 

look up the verses to help them. Once they have found the half that makes their verse 

complete, ask the groups to read the verse aloud. 

SAY   Each verse you read reminds us that Jesus is the complete and perfect sacrifice 

for our sins. We don’t need to or can’t do anything to earn salvation. Jesus’ sacrifice 

was always God’s plan to provide salvation for those who believe. Only Jesus’ 

sacrifice can take away our sin forever.  

 

 From Sadness to Joy 

Give each kid a sheet of scratch art paper. Challenge kids to use the pointed stick to etch a 

drawing of today’s Bible story on the paper. Offer some suggestions as to what to draw, such as 

the scene at the cross or the empty tomb. 

Allow time for kids to share their drawings with the rest of the group. Encourage them to use 

their drawings to share the story of Easter with someone this week.  

  SAY    This paper was dark, but once you started to scratch off the surface, you revealed 

something beautiful. God did something similar with Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection. He 

took something very sad—Jesus’ death—and gave us hope and eternal life through Jesus’ 

resurrection. God gives hope and true joy to everyone who trusts in Jesus. 

 

 

Reflection and Prayer (5 minutes) 

Guide kids to think about and answer the questions listed below: 
 

 What does this story teach me about God or the gospel? 

 What does the story teach me about myself? 

 Are there any commands in this story to obey?  

How are they for God’s glory and my good? 

 Are there promises in this story to remember? How do they help me trust and love God? 

 How does this story help me to live on mission better? 

 

Pray with your group! 

Thank You, God, for sending Jesus as the complete and perfect sacrifice for our sins. 

Because of His resurrection, we can experience true joy and hope—even in hard times.  Help us 

live in a way that honors You and points others to You. In Jesus’ name, amen .   

      

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the activity page so that parents can 

see what their kids have been learning. 


