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Salem, OR — Willamette Vital Health recently received a grant from the M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust 

of Vancouver, Washington, for the Grief Care Outreach & Expansion Project. This grant will allow the 

45-year-old nonprofit to add two new staff to their team of grief care counselors, expanding the 

ability to offer grief support groups to more adults and children in the community, as well as adding 

support groups offered in Spanish. The three-year project will infuse the Grief Care program with 

$300,000.00 to fund staff time and materials to educate the community about coping with grief. 

“This project will transform the Grief Care department and the services we are able to 

provide hospice families and community members,” says Theresa Hart, Community 

Engagement Manager. “We are grateful to M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust for partnering with 

us on this project.”  As part of the grant, WVH Grief Care staff will also reach out to local schools and 

offer training and curriculum to school staff in order for them to be able to implement grief support 

groups in local schools.   

 

ABOUT WILLAMETTE VITAL HEALTH 

WVH has been the area’s non-profit, mission-driven provider of hospice and supportive care services 

in the mid-Willamette Valley for 45 years. In addition to expert care and support for patients facing 

life-limiting illnesses and their families, Willamette Vital Health offers the Tokarski Home and a range 



of community Grief Care services. 

wvh.org 

 

ABOUT M.J. MURDOCK CHARITABLE TRUST 

M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust, created by the will of the late Melvin J. (Jack) Murdock, provides grants 

to organizations in five states of the Pacific Northwest—Alaska, Idaho, Montana, Oregon and 

Washington—that seek to strengthen the region’s educational and cultural base in creative and 

sustainable ways.  

www.murdocktrust.org 
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