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Meet Michael Sleasman
At	the	end	of	March,	the	Center	welcomed	a	new	Managing	Director	and	Research	Scholar,	Michael	
Sleasman, MDiv, Ph.D. (Candidate). Michael has been a part of the Trinity community for a number 
of years, as he and his wife Cindy each completed their respective Masters Degrees in the Divinity 
School. Michael joins us as he nears the completion of his Ph.D. in Theological Studies this sum-
mer at TEDS with a dissertation in theological ethics, entitled: On	Visions	and	Virtue:	A	Theological	
Proposal	for	a	Spesiential	Virtue	Theory, is a theological examination of eschatological hope in light 
of virtue theory.  

Michael has served as an adjunct instructor and online course tutor at the college and graduate level 
of both Trinity International University (for the College and Divinity School extension program) and 
Wheaton	College	in	the	areas	of	philosophy,	theology	and	ethics.	His	particular	area	of	specialization	
is technological (especially computer and cyber-technology) ethics. 
 
He has co-edited and contributed several essays to the recently published volume Everyday Theology: 
How	to	Read	Cultural	Texts	and	Interpret	Trends,	edited	by	Kevin	J.	Vanhoozer,	Charles	A.	
Anderson and Michael J. Sleasman (Baker Academic, 2007).  In addition, he has written a num-
ber of book reviews for various journals, including Reviews	in	Religion	and	Theology and Ethics & 
Medicine: an International Journal of Bioethics, and is currently developing a website devoted to cultural agency at www.everydaythe-
ology.org.  He is currently writing two essays, “Christianity and the New Technologies” and “Post-Conservative Theology,” to appear 
in the forthcoming Encyclopedia	of	Christian	Civilization (Blackwell).  

Alongside the continual evaluation and improvement of our online resources (www.cbhd.org and www.bioethics.com), our Director, 
C. Ben Mitchell and Michael are working closely to cultivate the Center’s research agenda and impact. Ongoing projects include the 
development of a resource room housed at the Center’s facilities to encourage relations with Trinity students and the completion of 
several	Center	initiated	book	projects	authored	by	Darryl	Charles,	Robert	Orr,	and	David	Gushee	through	our	ongoing	relationship	with	
Eerdmans publishing. Another project in the development phase is a Fall Consultation on an emerging biotech issue. Stay tuned for 
emerging details on this exciting new venture.

Michael looks forward to meeting and serving the CBHD constituency. If he can be of service to you on behalf of the Center or if you 
would like to take the time to introduce yourself, please feel free to contact him at msleasman@cbhd.org.  

From the Center’s Staff

My involvement with the Center for Bioethics & Human Dignity 
goes back to before the beginning.  Fifteen years ago, Nigel Cameron 
organized	a	consultation	to	explore	the	feasibility	of	establishing	
a center for bioethics whose orientation would be Hippocratic and 
Christian.  We all agreed there was a need.  And the logical location 
for this center seemed to be Trinity International University, where 
we happened to be meeting at the time. CBHD was born.  

In 1994, the Center and its founding director, John Kilner, hosted the first of what would 
become an annual summer conference.  The conference focused on the range of ethical 
issues in medicine.  For instance, Dr. Cameron spoke on “Bioethics Today, Yesterday, 
and Tomorrow;” David Schiedermayer, MD, addressed “The Ethics of Physician Income 
and	Health	Care	Reform;”	and	Professor	Stephen	Williams	explored	“Bioethics	in	the	
Shadow	of	Nietzsche.”		There	were	talks	on	the	beginning	of	life,	the	end	of	life,	organ	
donation, surrogacy, and even cloning.  Addresses were given by physicians, philoso-
phers, bioethicists, lawyers, policymakers, and theologians.  

The tradition continues at the Center for Bioethics & Human Dignity, and for the 
first time since that inaugural conference, we are examining the range of issues again. 
The 14th annual conference, Bioethics Nexus: The Future of Healthcare, Science, 
and Humanity, is aimed at exploring the near future (10-15 years).  First, however, a 
reprise by Nigel Cameron who will chronicle the past 25 years of bioethics engage-
ment and prognosticate about where we will be in the next decade.  And professor Alvin 
Plantinga’s talk on the problems associated with philosophical naturalism in science—
turning science into scientism—is not to be missed either!

Equally insightful plenary sessions will focus on bioethics and the humanities, the future 
of bedside care, bioethics and the law, the future of the human species, the global nature 
of bioethics, and the future of bioethics engagement.

If you have never attended a CBHD summer conference, this one is for you.  

As in previous years, in addition to the plenary speakers, there are parallel paper presen-
tations.  A host of papers have already been accepted and others are still coming in.  

For something entirely new, we have issued a call for art.  One aspect of what it means 
to be human is to be creative.  “The Art of Medicine,” will showcase the art of our con-
ference attendees.  The art may be of any media and it does not have to have a medical 
theme. We hope many of you will display the results of your creative energies.

Finally, this year will mark the 10th	anniversary	of	Trinity	Graduate	School.		There	will	
be opportunities to celebrate the achievements of the graduate school, as well as to rec-
ognize	the	alumni	of	the	Master	of	Arts	in	Bioethics	degree	program.	

All of these features of this year’s conference make it one to remember.  Please join us.

Everyday Theology: How to Read Cultural Texts and Interpret Trends 
Kevin J Vanhoozer, Charles A. Anderson & michael J. Sleasman  

Everyday theology is the reflective and practical task of living each day as faithful disciples of Jesus Christ. In other words, theology is not 
just for Sundays, and it’s not just for professional theologians. Everyday Theology teaches all Christians how to get the theological lay of 
the land. It enables them to become more conscious of the culture they inhabit every day so that they can understand how it affects 
them and how they can affect it. If theology is the ministry of the Word to the world, everyday theologians need to know something 
about that world, and Everyday Theology shows them how to understand their culture and make an impact on it. 

“I am one of those Christians who have theological questions about Eminem, MySpace, grocery stores, and the like. So I am very 
pleased that we now have this book of stimulating and important reflections on such matters. These authors demonstrate how to 
think	theologically	about	popular	culture.”--Richard	J.	Mouw,	president	and	professor	of	Christian	philosophy,	Fuller	Seminary
 
“Kevin	Vanhoozer,	Charles	Anderson,	and	Michael	Sleasman	bring	together	a	bright	team	of	culture	readers	.	.	.	.	They	are	pioneers,	I	
hope, of a new era among faithful people in constructive, discerning, and loving engagement rather than reactive, superficial, and 
judgmental antagonism toward our culture.”--Brian McLaren,	AUTHOR

Biotechnology and the Human Good 
C. ben mitchell, edmund D. pellegrino, Jean bethke elshtain, John F. Kilner, and Scott b. rae 

Some of humankind’s greatest tools have been forged in the research laboratory. Who could argue that medical advances like antibiotics, 
blood transfusions, and pacemakers have not improved the quality of people’s lives?  But with each new technological breakthrough comes 
an	array	of	consequences,	at	once	predicted	and	unpredictable,	beneficial	and	hazardous.
 
Outcry over recent developments in the reproductive and genetic sciences has revealed deep fissures in society’s perception of biotechni-
cal progress. Many are concerned that reckless technological development, driven by consumerist impulses and greedy entrepreneurial-
ism,	has	the	potential	to	radically	shift	the	human	condition—and	not	for	the	greater	good.	Biotechnology	and	the	Human	Good	builds	
a case for a stewardship deeply rooted in Judeo-Christian theism to responsibly interpret and assess new technologies in a way that 
answers this concern.
 
“Moves	the	ethical	debate	over	biotechnology	to	a	new	level.	Biotechnology	and	the	Human	Good	offers	a	critical	analysis	and	constuc-
tive engagement that is informed, astute, and elegant. A must-read for anyone concerned about the prospect of a posthuman future.”
Brent Waters,	GARRETT-EVANGELICAL	THEOLOGICAL	SEMINARY 
 
“United by their conviction that traditional Christianity must respond to the latest conundrums of biomedical research, the authors of 
Biotechnology	and	the	Human	Good	write	with	clarity	and	passion.” 
Ronald	Cole-Turner,	PITTSBURGH	THEOLOGICAL	SEMINARY


