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Girl Dies After Organ Transplant Mix-Up
Jésica Santillán, 17, was a Mexican immigrant who
came to the U.S. three years ago because of a heart
condition. After physicians at Duke University
Hospital performed a heart-lung transplant on the
girl, they realized that the organs were obtained from
a donor who had a different blood type.
Consequently, Jésica’s body immediately began
rejecting the organs. New organs were obtained and
transplanted into her, but she had already suffered
irreversible brain damage. Two weeks after her initial
transplant, Jésica died.

This situation has raised anew questions about the
ethics of transplantation and the fairness with which
organs are distributed. With regard to this case, some
are arguing that Jésica did not receive a fair chance at
survival the first time and was therefore entitled to
receive the second organ transplant ahead of other
waiting candidates. Others are arguing that even
though the situation was a tragic one, the botched
transplant left Jésica in such a poor state of health
that she no longer should have been considered a
possible transplant candidate. Because of the deci
sion, not only did Jésica die, but someone else may
likely die also as the result of not receiving a heart
and/or lung transplant. This tragic outcome will like
ly prompt a serious examination of the problems
plaguing organ distribution, especially in problem
cases such as this.

Dolly, the First Cloned Mammal, Euthanized
The first”successful” clone, Dolly the sheep, has been
euthanized. She died at the age of 6, about half the
life-span of a normal sheep. She was suffering from a
progressive lung infection, one that is common in
older sheep. In the past year, it was made public that
she suffered from problems such as arthritis that
sheep typically face only in old age. Scientists famil
iar with Dolly indicated that she was quite young by
sheep standards to be euthanized and questioned
whether her condition could be linked to premature
aging due to the cloning process.

A full autopsy will be performed to see if any light can
be shed on her demise. Afterward, Dolly will be put on
display at the National Museum of Scotland. •

Q A Review of the Book
r Life, Liberty and the Defense ofDignity:
- The Challenge for Bioethics

(by Leon Kass, San Francisco: Encounter Books, 2002)

Donal P. OMathuna, Professor of Bioethics and Chemistry,
Mount Carmel College of Nursing (Columbus, Ohio)

Leon R. Kass, M.D. again reveals how he thinks through bioethical issues in
Life, Liberty and the Defense of Dignity: The Challenge for Bioethics. He also
reveals why we can be thankful President Bush appointed him as Chair of the
President’s Council on Bioethics. Written in the tradition of C. S. Lewis, Hans
Jonas, and Paul Ramsey, Kass delves deep in his exploration of the values,
beliefs, and visions that underlie bioethical issues. Kass does not limit himself to
balancing principles, juggling values, and weighing consequences. Rather, he
takes on the challenging task of exploring the meaning of such difficult topics
as technology, liberal democracy, and human dignity. Kass forces us to reflect at
a level beyond the surface, his literal style drawing us deeper and deeper into
the center of the issues. Beginning with stem cell research and cloning and con
tinuing on to the sale of human organs, assisted suicide, and life-extension ther
apies, he astutely addresses various topics and themes within bioethics. Each
time, Kass provides us with a different angle on what is meant by human dig
nity. Each time, he shows us how a specific dilemma presents us with a choice.

On the one hand, we can choose the new technology, or the new liberty (under
stood as “self-indulgence,” not “self-rule”), taking us ever closer to Huxley’s
Brave New World. Not content merely to refer to such a scenario, Kass seeks
to unveil what disturbs us about Huxley’s world and shows how we have
already accepted many of its beliefs, values, and goals. “What is most repulsive
about the Brave New World is not inequality or lack of freedom, but dehu
manization and degradation—and, worst of all, that their posthuman estate is
neither regretted nor recognized by anyone, and that they aspire to nothing
humanly richer or higher.”

But we can instead choose against the technological “superhighway” and take
a stand in defense of human dignity. Human cloning, for example, affords a
unique and vitally important opportunity to do just that. “In a truly unprece
dented way, we can strike a blow for the human control of the technological
project, for wisdom, for prudence, for human dignity.” Today, we must choose
whether we shall be “slaves of unregulated innovation ... or whether we shall
remain free human beings who guide our powers toward the enhancement of
human dignity.”

Kass’s style is refreshing, offering an approach that is deeply insightful and chal
lenging. He critiques bioethics as it has developed over the last thirty years,
being largely focused on the theoretical and philosophical. He asks whether
patients are better treated and whether hospital staffs are more civil as a result
of bioethical engagement. According to Kass, the problem is that bioethics neg
lects people’s deeper motivations and concerns. The challenge is clear: “Will it
be said of us that we ethicists fine-tuned our theoretical fiddles while modern
Rome rocked and rolled its way back to barbarism?” Christians, especially,
should be well equipped to take up this challenge, as our goal is not just to
answer difficult bioethical questions but to help shape people into those who
better reflect the image of God.

Having read this book once, I feel compelled to go back and re-read it, giving
each argument the careful meditation it deserves. That’s what makes this book
essential reading—and Kass one of the most important thinkers of our day. •
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The Pill: Addressing the Scientific and EthicalI pill Questions of the Abortifacient IssueThis resource consists of an updated collection of
~ ~ articles addressing the complex question of

whether the birth control pill sometimes acts to
cause the death of an early embryo. This question

- has caused some couples, physicians, and pastors
- - to cease use, prescription, and/or advocacy of the

pill, while others remain unconvinced of its alleged
abortifacient effect. Authored by physicians and other professionals, the
packet’s numerous articles outline the scientific evidence (or lack there
of) being pointed to in support of each position. The myriad of ethical
questions raised by this issue are also reflected upon by those on both
sides of this debate. The packet’s introduction goes beyond the abortifa
cient question, encouraging the reader to engage in thoughtful reflec
tion on such matters as the use of contraception, God’s design for mar
riage and the family, the purposes of sexuality, and the impact of the
decision concerning pill use on the woman’s lifestyle and health. Also
featured are FAQ’s, position statements of major Christian organiza
tions, and an annotated bibliography.
Code#P008 M price $12 NM price $15

Booklets

NEW AUDIO
RESOURCE!

1 E. David Cook, Ph.D.
Professor Oxford University, Oxford
England
The Challenges and Opportunities
of Genetic Intervention

Introduces the broad and important field of genetics
by explaining the kinds of genetic information that
we are now obtaining through the Human Genome
Project and the forms of intervention that are being
developed to enable us to act on what we learn.
Regarding information, the significance of humans
sharing 67% of their DNA with bananas and a large
percentage with animals is considered, as are the
many challenges related to helpful and discrimina
tory ways that genetic information about individual
persons can be used. Regarding intervention, both
genetic replacement and genetic manipulation tech
niques are evaluated—both for therapeutic and for
enhancement purposes. Special questions raised by
xenotransplantation and transgenics are also con
sidered.
Code#ASOI

Life’s Worth: The Case Against Assisted Suicide
Arthur J. Dyck, Mary B. Saltonstall Professor of Population Ethics,

th Harvard University
This new addition to the Center’s single-author series offers a full
discussion of the contemporary topic of assisted suicide, framing
the issue in secular terms and examining the longstanding Western
tradition that prohibits this practice. It critiques current arguments
for assisted suicide and outlines a Christian response, staunchly
maintaining that assisted suicide is unacceptable in any and all cir
cumstances. Life’s Worth is a must-read for anyone grappling with
the growing trend toward acceptance of physician-assisted suicide.
113 pages.

_______ Code#B103 M price $16 NM price $20

Cutting-Edge Bioethics: A Christian Exploration of Technologies
and Trends
John F Kilner, C. Christopher Hook, and Diann B. Uustal (editors)
This book provides a faith-based evaluation of recent technologies
and trends in bioethics——including the current debate over stem cell
research, artificial intelligence, and more. These issues—and the
ethical questions they raise—are evaluated from a Christian perspec
tive by notable scholars and medical practitioners. 201 pp.
Code#B008 M price $17 NM price $22

Francis Cardinal George,
O.M.I.
Archbishop of Chicago, IL
Christian Vision for Moral
Decisions in Bioethics
Reviews the contemporary dialogue
between biological science and
Christian faith, provides a vision of
the body, and develops principles
for further dialogue between sci
ence and faith concerning bioethics.
Code#A612, V603

Order or request a complete catalog via toll-free phone (888.246.3844) or web (www.cbhd.org).
To order by mail, please use enclosed order form.
M — Member; NM = Non Member
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Complete set of all 4 booklets #BSETO1 M set price $11 • NM set price $14 • M booklet price $3 • NM booklet price $4
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Medicine 96-page booklet
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End of Life
Decisions
89-page
booklet includes
answers to ques
tions such as
“Should suffering
be avoided at all
costs?”
Code#B202
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Reproductive
Technology
77-page booklet
includes answers
to questions such
as “Is it Ok to use
fertility drugs or in
vitro fertilization?”
Code#B203
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Suicide and
Euthanasia
80-page booklet
includes answers to
questions such as
“How does human
dignityrelate’to~the’ _~.... -

taking of human
life?”
Code#B204

Featured Speaker’s Resources

A Audio • V = Video • PC = Paper • M = Member • NM Non-member
audios: M price = $5 NM price = $7. videos: M price = $12 NM Price = $16.papers: M price = $3.50 NM price = $4.50

Nancy Jones, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor of Pathology,
Wake Forest University School of
Medicine

Transgenic (Hybrid)
Human/Animals
Underscores the need for the
Church to address the ethical impli
cations of creating organisms that
contain both human and animal
genetic material.
Code#A61 9

C. Ben Mitchell, Ph.D.
Professor of Bioethics and
Contemporary Culture, Trinity
Evangelical Divinity School
The Church’s Divine Mandate for
Cultural Engagement
Suggests a balanced model for the
Church’s cultural engagement with
particular reference to bioethical
concerns.
Code#A520, V509

Nancy Pearcey, MA.
Senior Fellow, Discovery Institute,
Center for the Renewal of Science
& Culture
Technology in
Biblical/Historical Context
Explains the inability of most peo
ple to justify their moral intuitions
about technology and the apolo
getic opportunity that creates.
Code#A21 8
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