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Welcome to the March edition of Opus Agency’s 
Talent Spotlight Report, brought to you by the 
Strategy team!

Get informed on what is happening in the world and pop 
culture. 

Read the highlights on which cultural shifts, emerging 
trends, and consumer interests are influencing media 
and talent. 

Check out emerging personalities and talent to keep an 
eye on and consider for future stage opportunities.
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Engagement



From spontaneous interviews 
and ‘Billy on the Street’ style 
content, the next thing on 
social media is turning the mic 
on the creator, creating 
discreet ‘mic’d up’ moments 
for viewers to hear their 
favorite influencer’s inner 
thoughts and commentary as 
they engage in activities, from 
working out to grocery 
shopping to hitting the town.

Engagement Trends
What content and people are grabbing consumer’s attention 

Mic’d Up De-influencing

Originated by online beauty 
gurus following Mikayla 
Nogueira’s “Mascara Gate” 
scandal, more people are using 
their platforms to tell fans what 
not to buy to push back against 
the growing pressure to spend 
more to hop on viral trends, and 
gain trust with their audience 
through transparency and 
authenticity. The popularity on 
Beauty Tok is oozing out into 
other online communities, 
predicting a massive boom in 
de-influencing content in Spring 
2023.  

Hacking for Happiness

Due to the events of the early 
2020’s, a cultural paradigm shift 
in the meaning of health and 
happiness has emerged. Now 
more than ever, consumers are 
pursuing health and wellness 
habits that bring joy and 
positivity to the forefront of 
their life, hacking their way to 
happiness through feel-good 
social feeds, joyful movement, 
and return to playful design and 
activities to improve their lives 
and become their most joyous 
self.

Back to (AR)eality

Consumers look for technology 
to enhance the reality they 
are in, not take them out of it 
completely. This is why we see 
the hype of the Metaverse and 
ultra immersive VR dying down, 
while industries and brands 
look to AR technology to 
successfully enhance consumer 
experience and interact with 
them in a new way. 

March/April 2023

https://www.buzzfeed.com/natashajokic1/mikayla-nogueira-tiktok-mascara
https://www.buzzfeed.com/natashajokic1/mikayla-nogueira-tiktok-mascara
https://www.buzzfeed.com/natashajokic1/mikayla-nogueira-tiktok-mascara
https://www.wundermanthompson.com/insight/the-future-100-2022
https://www.wundermanthompson.com/insight/the-future-100-2022
https://www.entrepreneur.com/science-technology/the-metaverse-might-not-be-relevant-but-ar-will-still/444185


Breaking Down Selena Gomez 
and Hailey Bieber’s Latest Drama

Cultural Moments

All hail Rihanna for turning a Super 
Bowl performance into the 
greatest pregnancy reveal yet

LeBron James surpasses Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar for NBA career scoring 
record

With these big red boots, 
fashion is entering its silly era

MVP Patrick Mahomes leads Chiefs 
comeback vs. Eagles for second NFL 
title in four years

Latest news in Media, Music, and Pop Culture. 

'The Sims 4' update adds top surgery 
scars, binders, hearing aids and more

https://www.complex.com/pop-culture/selena-gomez-hailey-bieber-reignited-tiktok-feud-explained
https://www.complex.com/pop-culture/selena-gomez-hailey-bieber-reignited-tiktok-feud-explained
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/feb/13/rihanna-super-bowl-performance-greatest-pregnancy-reveal
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/feb/13/rihanna-super-bowl-performance-greatest-pregnancy-reveal
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/feb/13/rihanna-super-bowl-performance-greatest-pregnancy-reveal
https://www.nba.com/news/lebron-james-scoring-tracker
https://www.nba.com/news/lebron-james-scoring-tracker
https://www.nba.com/news/lebron-james-scoring-tracker
https://www.cnn.com/style/article/mschf-big-red-boots/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/style/article/mschf-big-red-boots/index.html
https://www.cbssports.com/nfl/news/super-bowl-takeaways-mvp-patrick-mahomes-leads-chiefs-comeback-vs-eagles-for-second-nfl-title-in-four-years/live/
https://www.cbssports.com/nfl/news/super-bowl-takeaways-mvp-patrick-mahomes-leads-chiefs-comeback-vs-eagles-for-second-nfl-title-in-four-years/live/
https://www.cbssports.com/nfl/news/super-bowl-takeaways-mvp-patrick-mahomes-leads-chiefs-comeback-vs-eagles-for-second-nfl-title-in-four-years/live/
https://mashable.com/article/the-sims-4-trans-top-surgery-binder-hearing-aid
https://mashable.com/article/the-sims-4-trans-top-surgery-binder-hearing-aid


Speakers & Hosts

Emerging Voices



See for Yourself:

Instagram

Tik Tok

Anjali Tewani (she/her)

Industry of Focus: Software Engineer and Content Creator

Anjali Tewani is a Software Engineer by day turned viral content creator, 
who has built a Tik Tok following of over 90k and growing through her 
hilariously relatable content, advocacy for diversifying STEM fields, and 
reviews of emerging technologies. Tewani has a passion for educating 
and inspiring techies in a way that makes her audience feel connected 
to her and inspired to uplevel their professional careers. 

As a strong advocate for diversifying and building community within the 
STEM world, she uses a variety of engineer community, such as 
Formation, Blind, and Agora IO to deepen her community, making 
herself accessible and developing a network centered around 
fellowship and connection. Since beginning her content in 2020, Tewani 
has made a splash in STEM and corporate-Tok that has set her up to 
make a huge impact on her industry, and is certainly a creator to watch. 

https://instagram.com/anjali_tewani_
https://www.tiktok.com/@anjali_tewani_/


John Kim (he/him)

Industry of Focus: Therapist, Podcaster, and Author

When John Kim, LMFT, was going through the end of a relationship, he began 
blogging as The Angry Therapist, documenting his personal journey 
post-divorce. While traditional therapists avoid transparency, Kim prefers a 
raw and relatable approach where he talks about his own shortcomings, 
revelations, views on relationships, and the world through his various 
mediums, and his realness has earned him features in a variety of top 
publications like CNBC, NPR, and Psychology Today. 

John’s path has led him to become a pioneer in the field of self help; 
humanizing the therapist by showing himself, practicing transparency, and 
“cutting through the BS” to offer real advice and guidance alongside you. 

With his online communities, blog, podcasts, books, and social media 
following, Kim has developed a robust online presence, where over 400k 
people tune in to get life advice and, as Kim puts it, “self help in a shot 
glass”. 

See for Yourself:

Instagram

Tik Tok

Website

The Angry Therapist Podcast,

Single on Purpose Podcast

https://www.instagram.com/theangrytherapist/
https://www.tiktok.com/@theangrytherapist
http://jezzchung.com
https://open.spotify.com/show/7BoPI1uJyrSQUb0JRGNJoD
https://open.spotify.com/show/34CwhqEp6YxzGLo1R7eFnQ


See for Yourself:

YouTube

Instagram

Jordan Welch (he/him)

Industry of Focus: Entrepreneurship and Media

Jordan Welch is an American educational YouTuber and entrepreneur who 
uploads videos about dropshipping, investment, and inspiring his audience 
through his entrepreneurial mindset. He attempts to document the progress 
of his online business on his YouTube channel with over 800k subscribers, 
and fosters this audience through his other social media channels as well, 
through educational, comedic, and lifestyle content. 

As a young, ambitious entrepreneur, Jordan Welch has captivated his 
audience by expertly walking the line of relatability and aspiration— 
showcasing a life that his audience dreams of having, while also 
communicating that he is just like them, and they are just like him. Welch is 
adamant about the idea that anybody can achieve what he has through the 
knowledge and hard work he has put in, and his audience sees him as the 
key to making their dreams come true, making his content highly anticipated 
and consumed. 

Tik Tok

https://www.youtube.com/@JordanWelch/featured
https://www.instagram.com/jordanwelch/
https://www.shopify.com/ppc/dropshipping/dropship?bucket=dropshipping&term=dropshipping&adid=565872311894&campaignid=15436644361&gclid=Cj0KCQiA6fafBhC1ARIsAIJjL8lKUWuQCktWhB2E5cyUYlmvNII7k-MFKt2g0AM07SmcmgiP2Jwgl10aAlK7EALw_wcB
https://www.tiktok.com/@jordanwelchyt


Techno Tim (he/him)

Industry of Focus: Technology and Media

Techno Tim is a YouTuber, streamer, and software engineer that 
engages his audience of 136k with his technological expertise and 
comedic production. The intent of his content is to “make videos 
that help people do awesome things with technology”, and he 
accomplishes this through robust education, product demos and 
reviews, and use cases demonstrating all of the unique, interesting 
ways viewers can use cutting edge technology in their own life.

His multichannel approach via YouTube and Twitch has curated a 
loyal audience that gets both the Entertainment and Education they 
seek- accessing his expertise and high quality content over on his 
YouTube, while also getting a more raw, uncensored Tim through his 
Twitch and Discord that viewers feel connected to and can interact 
with more personally. 

See for Yourself:

YouTube

Instagram

Twitch

Tik Tok

https://www.youtube.com/@TechnoTim/featured
https://www.instagram.com/techno.tim/
https://www.twitch.tv/TechnoTim
https://www.tiktok.com/@technotim


See for Yourself:

Tik Tok

Website

Wawa Gatheru (she/her)

Industry of Focus: Environmental Activist

Wanjiku "Wawa" Gatheru is a Kenyan-American climate storyteller passionate 
about bringing empathetic and accessible climate communication to the 
mainstream. Harnessing her social channels, academic background as a Rhodes 
Scholar, and her work as a youth climate activist for the US Department of 
Energy and a slew of environmental justice organizations, Wawa’s mission is to 
help create a climate movement made in the image of all of us.

She is the founder of Black Girl Environmentalist, a nonprofit dedicated to 
empowering Black girls, women and non-binary people across environmental 
disciplines. For her work in collaboration with other organizers and activists, 
Wawa has been recognized as a Young Futurist by The Root, a Grist 50 FIXER, a 
Glamour College Woman of the Year, and named a top climate communicator by 
Harvard in 2023. Most recently, Wawa joined artist Billie Eilish and 7 other 
climate activists on the January 2023 VOGUE cover, bringing her influence on 
environmental activism and the world to the front of culture. 

Instagram

Vogue 2023 Feature

https://www.tiktok.com/@wawagatheru
https://www.wawagatheru.org/
https://blackgirlenvironmentalist.org/
https://www.instagram.com/wawa_gatheru/
https://www.vogue.com/article/billie-eilish-climate-activism-january-cover-2022-video


Wawa Gatheru
Environmental Activist
wawagatheru.org

Techno Tim
Tech YouTuber, Streamer
technotim.live

Jordan Welch
Entrepreneurial Content 
Creator
@jordanwelch

John Kim
Podcaster, Author, 
Therapist
@theangrytherapist

Anjali Tewani
Tech Content Creator
@anjali_tewani_

RECAP

https://www.wawagatheru.org/
https://technotim.live/
https://www.youtube.com/@JordanWelch/featured
https://www.instagram.com/theangrytherapist/
https://www.tiktok.com/@anjali_tewani_?lang=en


Entertainment



Musical artists are more 
resistant to definition more 
now than ever before, as 
streaming has allowed listeners 
to tailor their music taste down 
to the finest nuances. With 
over 1,505 identified genres 
(and growing), you would be 
hard pressed to find a music 
artist that is siloed to a genre, 
as they pull influence from a 
variety of genres and artists to 
create a flavor that is all their 
own. 

Entertainment Trends
The latest in music, film, and social media

Genre Fusing Music Video Comeback 

Music videos are back on the rise, 
as artists utilize them as 
opportunities to share (or hide 
easter eggs) to the deeper 
narrative of the music. Informed 
by the success and widespread 
analysis of Taylor Swift’s 
‘Anti-Hero’ video, and Miley Cyrus’ 
video for ‘Flowers’, garnishing 106 
million and 214 million views 
respectively, the demand for visual 
albums and engaging music videos 
to analyze will be answered, 
turning big music releases into 
cultural moments.  

Sounds of Spring

As spring emerges and things 
start to warm up, so does 
consumer music taste. With the 
optimism and brightness of the 
season, consumers are 
celebrating the end of winter 
with upbeat, sunny pop, R&B, 
and indie rock.

Curated Discovery

People love being the one to 
discover new music and 
underrated artists first, but 
still need some kind of co-sign 
on them to give them a chance. 
This has led to increased 
demand for 
yet-to-be-discovered talent 
recommendations curated by 
trusted musicians, record 
labels, influencers, and 
streaming services.

March/April 2023

https://www.boysetsfire.net/how-many-music-genres-are-there-2022/#:~:text=There%20is%20no%20definitive%20answer,1%2C300%20genres%20around%20the%20world.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b1kbLwvqugk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b1kbLwvqugk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G7KNmW9a75Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G7KNmW9a75Y
https://www.okayplayer.com/music/7-predictions-for-the-music-industry-in-2023.html'


Emerging Talent 



See for Yourself:

YouTube

Instagram

From a small village to the top radio charts, Eik Frank is a uniquely 
talented singer/songwriter. Born in a village of just 200 people in 
Romania, Frank had a nomadic life moving from Spain to France, the 
U.K. and finally landing the U.S. Throughout Erik’s formative years, his 
life and global experience began to permeate his music, and now his 
blend of R&B, Pop and Hip Hop is as unique as the countries he’s lived 
in.

After making a name for himself as a highly regarded Electronic/Hip-Hop 
producer, he began making music of his own in 2019, that have made 
him a breakout artist around the world. Erik Frank was nicknamed the 
‘Melody Genius’ by Grammy Nominated producer Jayson DeZuzio, and 
has created a reputation in music for his effortlessly sharp lyrics and 
heavenly production that puts you in a transcendent, shoulder-swaying 
mood. With a captivating EP ‘Aries’ and a string of singles following in 
the last year, we can expect even bigger things to come from Erik Frank 
this year. 

Erik Frank (he/him)

Spotify

Tik Tok

https://www.youtube.com/@ErikFrankMusic
https://www.instagram.com/erikfrankmusic/
https://open.spotify.com/artist/0ODkUSyC9qhputGEbAIf6p
https://www.tiktok.com/@erikfrank
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Wiq1LwbTKw


See for Yourself:

YouTube

Instagram

Up-and-coming artist grentperez has come a long way since posting covers 
on YouTube. After the success of his 2020 cover series, “Sing You to Sleep,” 
the indie singer-songwriter has melted hearts and enamored ears with his 
endearing blend of bedroom pop, soul, and R&B. 

With a slew of releases, including two EP’s and popular singles that earned 
grentperez a quickly gained fan base, and his willingness to collaborate with 
his audience and create together, which has led to a true investment in the 
artist. His song, Conversations with the Moon, was a collaboration between 
him and his Twitch community, where he came up with a chord progression, 
and then had an open forum for people to come up with lyrics that would 
fit. The lines he picked ultimately made up the second verse and created 
community among him and his fans.

grentperez’ music is a special blend of thoughtful, personal, honest, and 
endearing, and he has nurtured and grown an audience full of listeners that 
have been able to fall in love with him, as much as his music.

grentperez (he/him)

Spotify

Tik Tok

https://www.youtube.com/@grentperez/featured
https://www.instagram.com/grentperez/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bsH_ZW6CYsw
https://open.spotify.com/artist/73BLwSX6gsNeVzS7DgI4xe
https://www.tiktok.com/@grentperez
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1o00J04ThXQ


See for Yourself:

YouTube

Instagram

Leith Ross is an alternative/indie songwriter, singer, and artist from 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. As a lifelong a sensitive and overly artistic 
person, when they started writing songs around the age of 12 it 
quickly became Leith’s favourite way to be sensitive and overly 
artistic.  Still is.  

Since then, they've recorded and released two projects, including 
their acclaimed debut album, Motherwell, and have a new one 
underway that fans are excited to dive into. Inspired by the likes of 
Lucinda Williams, Dolly Parton, Disney movie soundtracks, and their 
dad's horrible parodies of all of the above, their songs attempt to 
explore themes of gut-wrenching and cheesy love, silliness and 
extreme existentialism, all with a whimsy and charm that is feeding 
the souls of Gen Z and making Ross an artist that is quickly rising 
within the indie pop scene.  

Leith Ross (they/them)

Spotify

https://www.youtube.com/@leithross
https://www.instagram.com/leith_ross/
https://open.spotify.com/artist/4nxKz1dRYXnsGzN1lUURtG
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wskzoEA66_k


See for Yourself:

YouTube

Instagram

A New York native, Alternative singer/songwriter Samia Finnerty, who 
goes by Samia professionally, was writing songs and playing in bands and 
at open mics by her mid-teens. Samia's often angsty indie rock songs 
combine easygoing hooks and vulnerable insights that have left people 
charmed and delighted since her debut onto the music scene as a 
teenager. 

After releasing her first tracks in 2017, that garnered her gigs with the 
Cold War Kids and Soccer Mommy, she delivered her highly acclaimed 
debut album, The Baby, in 2020. 

Her most recent, relationship-themed album, Honey, was released in 
January 2023, and is already receiving resounding reviews and a 
headlining tour that is selling out venues all across the country. As a 
rising musician, Samia is taking the alternative pop scene by storm with 
her brilliant and bruising music and style that is all her own.  

Samia (she/her)

Spotify

Tik Tok

https://www.youtube.com/@samiatheband
https://www.instagram.com/samiatheband/
https://open.spotify.com/album/7faAwJDTt9Y8kVAcSHy9Y6
https://open.spotify.com/album/6xQIAbfKyR8HaoJmxTnOHv
https://mndaily.com/275599/arts-entertainment/singer-songwriter-samia-dazzled-in-sold-out-show-at-first-ave/
https://open.spotify.com/artist/1Uk1GyijF6fSfX4mWq5bfR
https://www.tiktok.com/@samiatheband?lang=en
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tm5mxfP7OKY


Sun Room

Sun Room is Southern California's newest four piece rock band that is 
creating music that is “the sound of fun”. Sun Room first formed by playing 
local house shows amongst the young surf community in Southern California, 
but after a series of viral moments, their career really took off after two of 
their singles were included on the Netflix series, Outer Banks. 

Later that year, the band hosted a series of headline shows including sold 
out dates in LA, San Diego + a set at Austin City Limits Music Festival, and 
then went on to open for Irish rock band, Inhaler, and Louis Tomlinson’s 
sold-out tour in 2022. 

Since then, Sun Room has continued to release sunny, upbeat rock music 
that gains traction and interest with each release, and embarked on their 
first headline tour across North America, selling over 13,000 tickets from 
September-October. With a sound that people can’t help but smile and 
dance to, Sun Room is bringing modern rock a sunny, upbeat twist that will 
inevitably earn them more acclaim in 2023. 

See for Yourself:

YouTube

Instagram

Spotify

Tik Tok

https://www.youtube.com/@cost_n_mayor
https://www.instagram.com/cost_n_mayor/://www.instagram.com/paulrussell/
https://open.spotify.com/artist/4ANMwDtqwfkzPgFoUoLZ3Y
https://www.tiktok.com/@cost_n_mayor
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wcwHYuviVNE


Sun Room
Surf Rock Band
Listen on Spotify

Samia
Alternative Rock Artist
Listen on Spotify

grentperez
R&B/Pop Artist
Listen on Spotify

RECAP

Leith Ross
Indie Pop Artist
Listen on Spotify

Erik Frank
Hip Hop/R&B Artist
Listen on Spotify

https://open.spotify.com/artist/4ANMwDtqwfkzPgFoUoLZ3Y
https://open.spotify.com/artist/1Uk1GyijF6fSfX4mWq5bfR
https://open.spotify.com/artist/73BLwSX6gsNeVzS7DgI4xe
https://open.spotify.com/artist/4nxKz1dRYXnsGzN1lUURtG
https://open.spotify.com/artist/0ODkUSyC9qhputGEbAIf6p


Check Out Our Playlist!

Check out our Spotify and YouTube 
playlists, showcasing our emerging 
talent picks for March, curated by the 
team at Opus Agency!

Head to our Talent Reports Page to 
listen now. 

https://www.opusagency.com/reports


Thank you for checking out the March 
edition of Opus Agency’s Talent 
Spotlight Report!

Want More?
Subscribe to XO to get these delivered 
each month.

Questions, comments, feedback? 
Contact:
TheTeam@opusagency.com

Talent Spotlight
March 2023

http://opusagency.com/subscribe
mailto:TheTeam@opusagency.com


Thank You. 


