
Summer Camp Policies and FAQs

Why should I choose American Stage Summer Programs for my child?
Professional staff. Our instructors are working, theatre professionals. Most have BA or MFA degrees in theatre. All
of our teachers are trained by us and have a passion for the theatre and for teaching. All summer staff have passed
an extensive Level 2 background screening.
Our teacher to student ratio is 1:10 (and often as low as 1:8)! We accomplish a lot in a short amount of time and
we do so by keeping our programs well-staffed. Each classroom has at least 2 instructors, sometimes even 3
depending on the size.
We are process oriented. Our programs focus on skill building and collaboration. We don’t just direct our students,
we give them the tools they need to succeed not just in our programs, but also in other productions or classes that
they may experience down the road. We teach them how to create characters, understand scripts, pursue objectives,
use their voices and bodies to tell stories, actively listen on stage, and to work as an ensemble.
Our programs are unique! We train our students to think creatively and to explore their own unique, artistic voices.
We give them the tools they need to understand and utilize their talents.

End of session Sharings/Performances! At the end of each session week the kids and youth campers will share
with family and friends what skills they have been learning by present some examples of technique building exercises
and games as well as short originally devised plays created by the students themselves, a song and or dance that
they used to implement the skills they learned depending on the theme of the week. Our teens who take a one week
session will also present a sharing. Our Teens who will be joining us for our 3 week performance camps will perform a
1 hour Jr musical and/or an adaptation of a Shakespearean play at the end of the 3rd week.

Does my child need previous experience?
Not at all! Just enthusiasm and a desire to experience the world of theatre. Our staff will make sure that each student
gets personal coaching and guidance throughout the session. Teaching Artists will give students new to theatre and
acting a solid foundation of skills while challenging those students with previous experience.

What should my camper wear?
Comfortable clothes that allow for movement and dance. All campers must wear closed toed shoes to camp.
Shorts or leggings must be worn under skirts or dresses. Jeans and shorts are preferred.

Does the camp include lunch?
Yes! Lunch is provided each day at camp. Dietary options are available. Please provide a daily healthy snack for your
student, as well as a bottle of water. Soda is not allowed at camp. Peanuts and peanut products are not permitted
in the K-5 classrooms for safety reasons.

How can I register my child for classes?
You may register your child for classes online, over the phone, or you may make an appointment to register in person.
Payment for the class is due at the time of registration, either in the form of an automatic payment plan or payment in
full. All registrations are subject to a handling fee.

Are there any registration discounts or financial assistance available?
Yes! We offer Financial Aid through our Sponsor a Student program, as well as payment plans for our classes. You
may apply for Financial Aid online through the link on our website. Applications must be submitted by the deadline
listed on the application to be processed. Any applications submitted after the deadline will not be reviewed.
We also offer a 10% Military and Teacher Discount (with a valid ID). Discounts can only be applied via phone
registrations or in person and cannot be combined with any other discount.



What are my payment options?
Online purchases must be completed with a credit or debit card. When registering online, you will have the option to
pay in full, or you may choose to participate in the Deferred Payment Plan. Participating in the Deferred Payment Plan
sets up an automatic payment plan for your class with equal charges being made monthly until the first day of the
camp session. The first installment is due at registration. Otherwise you will be charged for the full amount of the class
at the time of registration.
When registering on the phone or in person, you may pay in full with a credit or debit card, or you may set up a
Deferred Payment Plan with your credit or debit card via phone. If your balance is not paid off by the first day of the
class, your card will automatically be charged for the remaining balance. If your card is declined, you will be charged a
$10 processing fee. All payment plans require an initial payment installment at the time of registration and a credit
card number on file for future payments.
If you prefer to pay with cash or check, you may make an appointment to register in person. In this case, payment in
full must be received at the time of registration to reserve your space in the class. Please call 727-823-1600 x204 to
make an appointment.
If you have a balance on your account from a past class or purchase, you will not be able to register for or attend a
new class until your balance has been paid in full.

What happens after I have completed my child’s registration?
After registering your child, you will receive an email from the Education Team with a link to our Online Enrollment
Form. We require you to complete this form before your child’s camp session begins, because it includes needed
information, such as emergency contact information. Your student is not fully registered and will not be able to
participate in our programs until this completed form has been submitted. At least one week before the camp
session begins, you will receive a Welcome Packet via email with information such as Teaching Artist information,
where to go on the first day, and other details about the class. 

American Stage Education Attendance Policy:
Regular, punctual attendance is essential for your child’s success in the camp. Be sure to arrive at least 5 minutes
before the class is scheduled to begin so that class can start on time. If your student will be late or absent from class
for any reason, please contact the Summer Camp Manager. Only students who have registered and paid with
American Stage Education and completed the Enrollment Form may attend American Stage Summer Camp. Guests
of students are not permitted in the classroom during camp sessions.

Inclusion:
Theatre helps us discover more about ourselves and others. Inclusion is very important to the American Stage
Education mission. All of our Teaching Artists are trained in working with students with special needs and
neurodiverse backgrounds. It is our priority to provide a safe environment in which students are comfortable being
themselves, and can build trust with one another. A student will only be removed from class if they demonstrate
conduct that is physically or emotionally harmful to others. 

Cancelation Policy:
You may only cancel your student’s enrollment in a camp session up to 7 days before the start of your child’s camp
session. There will be no refunds within that 7 day period or after the session begins. If you have registered your child
for a camp session and need to cancel the registration and withdraw from the class, there will be a $40 Cancellation
Fee and all other monies will be refunded.

If you have any other questions, please contact our Summer Camp Manager, Jemier Jenkis, at
jjenkins@americanstage.org
.
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