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28 February 2022
Media Release 
Captain Cook Cruises expanded Marine Science and Guest Lecturer Program 
Captain Cook Cruises continue to pioneer Marine Science in the Pacific with the announcement of renowned Marine Scientist, Dr Penny Berents, to join a 3, 4 and combined 7 night cruise as guest lecturer. The 3 or 7 night cruise departs 28th May and 4 nights 31st May.
This complements their expanding conservation and education programs including Citizen Science initiatives, expanded coral planting and Ocean Ambassador programs.

With its team of Marine Biologists and Ocean Ambassador programs, Captain Cook Cruises have been pioneering conservation and marine science activities and education in Fiji through their 3, 4, 7 and 11 night cruises aboard Reef Endeavour and Day Cruises to Tivua Island. Coral planting continues to grow at their exclusive Tivua Island where passengers can take part in the ‘Buy a Coral Build a Reef’ program. Tivua is surrounded by 500 acres of coral reef.

Both Captain Cook’s overnight, expedition style, small ship cruising experiences as well as their tall ship day sail experiences to Tivua Island, lend themselves to immersive experiences.  The marine science opportunities are also enhanced by remote destinations, cultural experiences, natural unspoilt beauty and the company’s fabulous Fijian crew.  Their Citizen Science projects for each cruise allow passengers access to observations of species that have been made in each location by using iNaturalist. They even have the opportunity to upload their own observations and possibly discover a new species as a result.  

As one of Australia’s leading Marine Scientists, Dr Penny Berents brings with her a wealth of experience and knowledge to share with those on board. 

A taste of some of her guest lectures will cover topic areas such as marine invertebrates, biodiversity of crustacean amphipods, where Fiji sits in biodiversity in the Pacific and the positive effect of the giant clam rejuvenation program on the crown of thorns star fish on the reefs of Fiji.

Reef Endeavour’s voyage to the Remote Lau & Kadavu islands is only a few times a year. This remote bucket list destination provides an opportunity to immerse the visitor in the pristine natural environment and experience this unique culture first hand. Other voyages from January 2022 include sailings to the Mamanuca & Yasawa islands most Tuesdays and Saturdays, plus a monthly remote Discovery cruise on selected dates on one of 3 incredible itineraries; the 7 & 11 night Lau & Kadavu and the 7 night Remote North Discovery cruise to Levuka, Savusavu & Taveuni.

For further information and bookings visit www.captaincookcruisesfiji.com, phone +679 6701 823, +61 2 9126 8160 or contact your local travel agent. 

ENDS

The experience & Itineraries

Discover the pristine beaches, turquoise waters and villages of the remote Fiji on Captain Cook Cruises three, four, seven and eleven-night cruises aboard the 130-passenger, fully accommodated small, expedition cruise ship, MV Reef Endeavour.

The MV Reef Endeavour explores parts of Fiji larger ships cannot get to. Visit remote villages, churches and schools and take part in traditional village sevusevu ceremonies and Meke and Lovo feasts.  

As well as being immersed in Fijian culture there is plenty of time for relaxing on warm white sandy beaches, swimming, kayaking and paddle boarding in crystal clear waters and snorkelling and glass bottom boating over amazing coral reefs. The ship is equipped with a hydraulic platform ensuring boarding and disembarking the glass bottom boating is easy.

Experience the underwater world with mind blowing scuba diving operated by Viti Water Sports, a PADI 5 Star Dive Centre Dive. Two dives are offered daily and always in different locations.  You will earn from our on board Marine Biologist, plant coral, get involved with our Ocean Ambassador Program or even a become a Citizen Scientist while you cruise with us.

Stay on-board and be pampered at the ships Senikai Day Spa, or simply relax on the sun deck by the jacuzzi or pool or grab a cocktail at the pool bar.

Dining is another vital ingredient of these amazing cruises. Whether it is an alfresco luncheon, a casual barbecue or a la carte dinner in the airconditioned dining room, all food is prepared on board with menus designed using fresh local and imported produce. Cultural on-board entertainment adds a special flavour to the mix.

Children under 5 aren’t accepted however the experiential nature of Captain Cook’s adventures with such a large range of activities such as snorkeling, paddling, hiking, diving, marine biology and sustainability activities is ideal for older children and teens.  A complimentary Kids Club is available for children 5   9 years where children participate in activities, make new friends, have lots of fun, learn about and experience the Fijian culture. Kids Club operates between 9.00am and 12noon, 2.00pm to 5.00pm and from 6.00pm and 9.00pm.  Reduced child rates also apply up to 17 years of age.
The three-night Southern Yasawa and Mamanuca cruise departs Port Denarau most Saturdays and guests will discover the beauty of these westerly Island groups including the islands of the Monuriki, the island where Tom Hank’s movie Cast Away was filmed, Sacred Islands and Waya island’s incredible volcanic landform and friendly warmth of its people.

The four-night Northern Yasawa cruise departs Port Denarau most Tuesdays and visits the private island of Tivua, the Sawa-l-Lau limestone caves and turquoise lagoon and Naviti. The voyage also cruises through the spectacular passage from Yaqeta Island to the Yasawa’s northern reaches.   

The seven-night Yasawa and Mamanuca Islands cruise departs Port Denarau most Tuesdays and Saturdays for the ultimate combined Fiji Islands experience.  There is a complimentary tour on the half day in port between cruises or the opportunity to sail to Tivua Island.
Captain Cook Cruises seven nights Remote North Discovery Cruise reveals the unique history, art and culture of the Northern Fiji Islands and allows passengers the ultimate experience of ‘standing’ on the 

180th Meridian, the natural dateline. The cruise also visits the UNESCO Heritage listed old capital of Levuka on the island of Ovalau, Taveuni, the garden island, home to the Bouma national park & the Tavaroa falls, Kioa where passengers are welcomed by a fleet of outrigger canoes powered by their Polynesian population and Savusavu, a town of hot springs and Pearl farms.   

Scheduled departure dates for the Remote North Discovery Cruise include 23 April, 20 August & 20 December 2022 and 18 February 22 April, 23 December 2023 & 17 February 2024. 
The seven & eleven nights Lau and Kadavu Discovery Cruise explores the length of the Lau Islands and Kadavu, a part of Fiji rarely seen by tourists. 

Highlights of the 11 night include visiting a freshwater swimming hole on Taveuni, exploring the ruins of an old light house and snorkelling untouched reefs at Wailagilala. Experience a village church service at Oneata. Both the 7 & 11 night cruise visit Qilaqila known for its pristine aqua waters and reefs, amazing caves and mushroom shaped islands and see extinct volcano craters on Fulaga or Totoya Islands. They also both voyage to Vuaqava and hike to its central lake to explore and view turtles, snakes and bird life and experiencing a traditional Tongan Meke, Sevusevu and lovo feast with the people of Naikeleyaga Village. The school & church visits illustrate the incredible harmonies of the people in this remote group.

Departure dates for the 11 night Lau and Kadavu Discovery Cruise include 22 March & 25 October 2022 & 21 March & 24 October 2023 & 19 March 2024.
Departure date for the 7 night Lau and Kadavu Discovery Cruise include 10 & 24 September & 19 November 2022, 14 January, 20 May, 9 September & 18 November 2023 & 20 January 2024.

Early Booking Saver fares (EBS), 20% reduction on full pricing, for the three-night Southern Yasawa and Mamanuca cruise in a porthole cabin start from only FJ$1815.00 per person, twin share;  EBS fares for the four night Northern Yasawa and Mamanuca cruise in a porthole cabin start from FJ$2445.00 per person, twin share; EBS fares for all seven-night cruises start from FJ$4063.00 per person, twin share, the EBS fares for the  eleven night Lau and Kadavu Discovery Cruise start from F$7640.00 per person, twin share and 7 nights from F$4592 per person twin share. There is only a 25% loading for solo travelers on twin fares.  Reduced fares for children 5-17yrs apply and children under 5 years are not accepted.
Fares include shipboard accommodation, all meals, guided village, school and island tours, marine biologist guided snorkelling and glass bottom boat excursions & daily lectures, daily island stopovers and water activities, hikes and Kayak safaris, on board entertainment, kids club (5-9yrs), onboard Wi-Fi when at anchor, 24-hour self-service tea and coffee bar, post cruise transfers to Nadi and Denarau hotels and Nadi airport. Reef Endeavour small expedition cruise ship's facilities include a freshwater swimming pool, jacuzzi, mini gym, sun deck, cocktail bar and library/lecture room.   

For further information and bookings visit www.captaincookcruisesfiji.com 
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For further information and bookings, please contact Captain Cook Cruises on T: +61 9126 8160 or from within Australia: 1300 To Fiji (86 3454), Email: fiji@captaincookcruisesfiji.com  or visit www.captaincookcruisesfiji.com
For media enquiries contact: Jackie Charlton in Sydney on +61 2 9126 8160 
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