
 
 

 

              Bermuda 

 
 
 
Notice: 
Investigation Into the Matter of Past 
Due Licence Fees Owed to the 
Government 

 
 
 

Notice 

Matter:  RAI20130306 

Date:  27th March 2013 
 
 



 
 

With this notice, the Regulatory Authority (RA) is formally announcing the start of its 
investigation into the matter of past due licence fees which may be owed to the Government 
by licence holders under their pre-existing Public Telecommunications Service (PTS) 
licences. This investigation is being commenced pursuant to section 74(c) of the Electronic 
Communications Act (ECA, or the EC Act), which requires the RA to, no later than 60 days 
after the EC Act’s date of commencement (which date was 28 January 2013), “initiate an 
investigation … to determine whether all fees due and payable by any licence holder…have 
in fact been paid in accordance with the Government Fees Regulations 1976…”  

The purpose of this investigation is to determine whether licensees who will be issued ICOLs 
have satisfied the requirements of section 73(5)(b) of the ECA, which prohibits a licence 
holder from using its ICOL to enter into new markets, or to introduce new services, until such 
time as it has paid “…any fees found to be due and payable under its pre-existing licence…” 

The Authority has chosen to initiate this investigation under the powers granted to it by 
sections 89(1)(d) and 89(2)(b) of the Regulatory Authority Act (RAA, or the RA Act), which 
grants the Authority the ability to “…conduct an investigation, either on its own initiative or 
at the request of any person, … for any purpose provided for by sectoral legislation…” by 
issuing “…an order pursuant to section 91 requesting the production of information.” 
Having decided to begin this investigation under the provisions of section 91 of the RA Act, 
the Authority shall issue a document to each licence holders whom the RA suspects of owing 
past due fees under their pre-existing licences, which shall: 

• Provide the licence holder with the amount of the past due fees the Authority believes 
may be owed; 

• Provide the licence holder with a description of the methodology employed by the 
RA in calculating that amount; and, 

• Request that the licence holder provide the RA with a written response to the 
concerns raised by the RA concerning the past due fee amounts the RA believes may 
be owed.  

The document referenced above shall be issued by the RA to all relevant licensees no later 
than  April 5th, 2013. Written responses from each party will be due two weeks after the 
receipt of the request. No later than April 25th, 2013 the RA will issue a notice to all relevant 
parties informing them of its decision on this matter and apprising them of any additional 
measures the Authority may feel compelled to pursue as a result of its determinations on the 
issue.  
 


