
  

  

APRIL 2022 

  
 

  

L3Harris donates $50,000 to Naval Postgraduate School 
Foundation  

L3Harris 
Technologies presented a 
$50,000 donation to the Naval 
Postgraduate School 
Foundation during the Sea-Air-
Space Conference in National 
Harbor, Maryland, April 5. The 
donation supports a strategic 
corporate partnership 
between L3Harris and the 
Naval Postgraduate School 
Foundation to study and 
develop advanced naval 

warfighting concepts at the Naval Postgraduate School. 

“The donation from L3Harris solidifies our shared commitment to national security and 
drives the development of warfighting solutions at the speed of relevance,” said Rich 
Patterson, NPS Foundation President and CEO. “As a leading innovator in the national 
security ecosystem, L3Harris’ donation will enhance NPS’ ability to transform ideas into 
scalable and world-changing solutions for defense, technology, energy, climate and more.” 
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The funds from L3Harris will be used to spur further innovation and support defense 
research and collaboration with NPS students and faculty across a spectrum of disciplines. It 
also enables experimentation with emerging technologies that support the Department of 
Defense’s strategic priorities. Read more. 

  
 

  

Meet L3Harris' Agile Development Group, a newly established innovation accelerator and collaboration 
initiative designed to rapidly address near-peer, national security threats. 

  

  
 

  

Connecting with alumni, industry at Sea-Air-Space 

This week, NPS Foundation leadership and NPS school representatives are attending the 
Sea-Air-Space exposition in National Harbor, MD to connect with key industry partners and 
military leaders and pass on the vital work that NPS is doing. The annual conference brings 
key military decision-makers and defense industry leaders together for meaningful policy 
discussions, educational sessions and dynamic exhibits displaying the latest in defense 
applicable technologies. The NPS Foundation is thrilled to be at the intersection of 
academia, defense and industry to address challenges and identify opportunities that 
advance the capabilities of the Department of Defense and our allies. 

The NPS Foundation hosted an alumni reception on April 5, bringing together our global 
network of NPS graduates leading and innovating in their fields, both in the military and 
private industry. Our alumni are an important and powerful voice in NPS' continued progress 
and transformation. Special guests included retired U.S. Navy Vice. Adm. David Lewis and Dr. 
Kevin Smith. They led a discussion on how NPS delivers solutions to the Fleet, including 
through the newly established Bucklew and Nimitz Research Groups that leverage 
partnership with Naval Special Warfare and U.S. Pacific Fleet, respectively, to develop and 
run wargames and conduct research that directly addresses the challenges of the force. 
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Update on War in Ukraine 

As Russia’s war in Ukraine continues, we will continue to share relevant content and 
highlight the expertise of the NPS community. 

On Monday, Congress received a classified version of the 2022 National Defense Strategy, 
which keeps China as the Defense Department’s top priority, while Russia, classified as an 
"acute threat" runs a close second. According to a fact sheet provided by the Pentagon, 
"Russia poses acute threats, as illustrated by its brutal and unprovoked invasion of Ukraine. 
We will collaborate with our NATO Allies and partners to reinforce robust deterrence in the 
face of Russian aggression." Read more.   

Five experts, including NPS' Scott Jasper share their perspectives on cyber developments 
related to the war in Ukraine. Read more.  
 
Baltics cut off Russian gas, but Germany, EU face struggle with commentary from NPS' 
Brenda Shaffer. Read more. 
 
Making coercion work against Russia, co-authored by NPS' Tristan A. Volpe. Read more.  
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Congratulations Winter Quarter Graduates!  

On March 25, U.S. Marine Corps Lt. Gen. Matthew Glavy, Deputy Commandant for 
Information, served as the commencement speaker for NPS' 248 Winter Quarter graduates, 
including 28 international students from 15 countries. Glavy shared numerous personal 
stories about his experiences with NPS-educated officers who set themselves apart through 
their knowledge, expertise and problem-solving abilities. 

As an example, Glavy recalled sitting in on a briefing provided by a Marine Corps captain to 
U.S. Army Gen. James Dickinson, Commander, U.S. Space Command, and his staff, and how 
impressed Glavy was at the captain’s ability to hold his ground with the deep technical 
expertise that he got from his NPS education. Listen to Glavy's full remarks here.  

  
 

  

Meet two recent NPS graduates. 
  

 

Meet U.S. Marine Corps Master Sgt.Lorenzo 
Rucker, Master of Science in Applied Cyber 

Operations (MACO)  '22. 

Watch on YouTube  

 

 

 

 

Meet U.S. Navy Lt. Judith H Cho, MS in 
Management '22. 

 

Watch on YouTube  
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NPS professor, students issued 
provisional patent 

 

Naval Postgraduate School Department of 
Systems Engineering Assistant 
Professor Tony Pollman, along with 
university graduates U.S. Navy Lts. Nicholas 
Baileyand Christopher Girouard, were 
issued a provisional patent by the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office, Feb. 10, for a 
novel apparatus using a dual-Stirling engine 
charge and recovery method for liquid air 
energy storage (LAES) systems. 

The dual-Stirling engine is capable of 
utilizing stored excess energy generated by 
renewable sources like solar and wind, so it 
can be utilized when and where it’s needed 
most. Unlike other systems using 
compressed air energy storage, the NPS 
team’s discovery would not require large 
tanks for storage, or the geographical 
constraints that hydro-electric recovery 
systems require. 

“The greatest benefit of this type of energy 
storage system using liquid air, is that the 
resource is all around us. It’s free, and has 
no carbon footprint. And it can be built 
anywhere,” Pollman said, “This is a 

NPS research seeks to advance 
aircraft turbine resilience 

 

In late 2015, two Marines were killed and 20 
others injured after a MV-22 Osprey crashed 
during predeployment training at Bellows 
Air Force Base in Hawaii. The culprit … 
Airborne sand and dust particulates caused 
brownout conditions for the aviators and 
were ingested into the aircraft’s engines, 
melting due to the high temperatures and 
degrading internal components 
compromising the aircraft’s power and lift. 
  
NPS physics student and Meyer Scholar 
Lt. Erick Samayoa and his advisor Dr. Andy 
Nieto, NPS Assistant Professor of 
Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering 
(MAE) – with the help of fellow NPS MAE 
Assistant Research Professor Troy Ansell and 
UC San Diego NanoEngineering Professor 
Jian Luo – found that ultra-high temperature 
ceramics (UHTCs) might be sand-phobic. 
Their study, employing the latest in Ultra-
High Temperature Ceramics, has the 
potential to increase the resilience of 
turbine engines to particulate ingestion, 
critical for DOD aircraft operating in sandy 
and salty environments. Read more.  
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technology that has the potential to shape 
things we do in life.” Read more. 

 

  

  

Alumnus Rear Adm. Blake Converse, Deputy Commander, U.S. Pacific 
Fleet, returns to NPS 

Rear Adm. Blake Converse, Deputy Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet (PACFLT), spent a day at 
the Naval Postgraduate School campus, March 29, to explore current student and faculty 
research and offer the latest entry in the Secretary of the Navy Guest Lecture series. 
  
While on campus, Converse toured NPS' space systems and unmanned systems laboratories 
and received detailed research briefings in cyber and undersea warfare. Converse offered a 
rare classified SGL to NPS students and faculty, providing the audience with a deeper 
perspective on PACFLT challenges, and the opportunity for the newly-formed Nimitz 
Research Group to support the development of critical solutions. 
  
Converse is a dual-degree NPS alumnus, completing the requirements for Master of Science 
degrees in Space Systems Engineering and Applied Physics, in 1994. 
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U.S. Navy Capt. Everett Alcorn, MS in Business 
Administation '06, relieved Capt. Mark Hazenberg as 
commanding officer of Officer Training Command 
Newport on March 11.  Alcorn graduated from the 
United States Naval Academy with a degree in 
computer science. Following flight training in 
Pensacola, Fla., he was designated a naval aviator in 
2000. He received his master's degree in business 
administration from the Naval Postgraduate School 
in 2006, completed Command and General Staff 
College at Marine Corps University in 2013, and is a 
2021 graduate of the NATO Defense College. 
Alcorn’s operational assignments include tours with 
Helicopter Combat Support Squadron Six (HC-6), USS 
John C. Stennis (CVN 74) and Helicopter Anti-
Submarine Squadron Eleven (HS-11). He 
commanded Helicopter Sea Combat Squadron Two 
Eight (HSC-28). 

  

 
 

  



U.S. Marine Lt. Col. Jasmine Moghbeli, MS in 
Aerospace Engineering '15, was selected to serve as 
spacecraft commander for NASA's SpaceX Crew-7 
mission to the International Space Station. This will 
be the first spaceflight for Moghbeli, who became a 
NASA astronaut in 2017. Moghbeli is from Baldwin, 
New York, and earned a bachelor’s degree in 
aerospace engineering from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology and a master’s degree in 
aerospace engineering from the Naval Postgraduate 
School. As an AH-1W Super Cobra pilot and Marine 
Corps test pilot, she has flown more than 150 
missions accruing 2,000 hours of flight time in more 
than 25 different aircraft. She also graduated with 
honors from the U.S. Naval Test Pilot School in 
Patuxent River, Maryland. At the time of her 
selection as an astronaut, Moghbeli was testing H-1 
helicopters and serving as the quality assurance and 
avionics officer for VMX-1. She is also the proud 
mom of twin girls. 

 

  

 

 

  
 

  

  

 

Darren Goodman was appointed to serve as the 
next San Bernadino Chief of Police. With over 31 
years in law enforcement, Goodman has devoted 27 
years to the San Bernardino Sheriff’s Department 
and the last four years as the City of Upland’s Police 
Chief in California. He will assume his role on June 
1, joining a department of 262 sworn officers and 
150 civilian staff. Goodman holds a master’s degree 
in public administration and doctorate of education 
in organizational change and leadership from the 
University of Southern California. He earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree from Southern Illinois 
University, and attended law enforcement and 
leadership programs at Harvard’s Kennedy School of 
Government and the Naval Postgraduate School’s 
Center for Homeland Defense and Security. 



Goodman is also an adjunct professor at California 
State University, San Bernardino. 

  
  

 
 

  

Chris Corgnati, MS in Information Technology 
Management '97, joins MissionGO as President, 
bringing extensive experience in the federal and 
private sectors. Corgnati is a retired Navy Captain 
where he oversaw the Navy’s $2.5 billion portfolio 
of intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance 
programs. In other roles, he led a startup unmanned 
aircraft manufacturing company and consulted for 
various commercial and government 
clients.  Corgnati also holds a Bachelor’s Degree 
from Villanova University. 

  
 

  

  

 
 

  

On March 9, 2022, Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III announced the president's flag 
officer appointments. Nominations include the following NPS alumni for appointments to 
leadership positions at Naval Special Warfare Command in Coronado, CA, U.S. Central 
Command in Tampa, FL, the Joint Staff in Washington, D.C. and the Office of the Chief of 
Naval Operations in Washington, D.C.  

RADM Keith B. Davids, '98, for appointment to Commander, Naval Special Warfare 
Command. 

RADM Fred I. Pyle, '97, for appointment to Director, Surface Warfare Division, N96, Office of 
the Chief of Naval Operations. 

RADM Michael W. Studeman, '98, for appointment to Director, National Maritime 
Intelligence Integration Office; and commander, Office of Naval Intelligence. 

RDML Kristin Acquavella, '00, for appointment to Director, Logistics Fleet Supply and 
Ordnance, N4, U.S. Pacific Fleet. 



RDML Susan Bryerjoyner, '99, for appointment to Deputy Director, Command, Control, 
Communications, and Computers/Cyber Systems, J-6, Joint Staff. 

RDML Nicholas M. Homan, '97, for appointment to Director of Intelligence, J-2, U.S. Central 
Command. 

RDML John S. Lemmon, '04, for appointment to Program Executive Officer for Tactical 
Aircraft Programs, Patuxent River, Maryland. 

RDML Curt A. Renshaw, '97, for appointment to Director of Operations, J-3, U.S. Central 
Command. 

RDML Benjamin G. Reynolds, '13, for appointment to Director, Operations and Plans, N3, 
Office of the Chief of Naval Operations. 

RDML Eric C. Ruttenberg, '96, for appointment to the rank of rear admiral. 

RDML Michael S. Sciretta, '99, for appointment to Commander, Standing NATO Maritime 
Group Two. 

RDML Stephen R. Tedford, '98, for appointment to Program Executive Officer for Unmanned 
Aviation and Strike Weapons, Patuxent River, Maryland. 

  

  
 

  

Upcoming Events  
  

Naval Research Working Group (NRWG) 

 

APRIL 19-21, 2022 
(VIRTUAL) 

  

19th Annual Acquisition Research Symposium Interactive 
Online Event 

 

MAY 11-12, 2022 
 

 

Discovery Day at NPS 

 

MAY 13, 2022 
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In Case You Missed It: 

Faces of NPS: Forging Innovation – March 
 
Trident Room Podcast Episode 24: Dr. Britta Hale, Exchanging Big Ideas 
 
Multidomain Operations Concept will Become Doctrine this Summer 
 
Navy Wants Industry's Best Technologies for Aviation Communication Demo 
 
Navy Picks HII’s Remus 300 for Lionfish Underwater Drone Program 
 
CHDS America's Evolving Homeland Security Threats – At Home and Abroad Webinar 
Recordings 
 
FERN’s Back Forty: Rethinking how we feed the troops 
 
Policy Memo: A US Take on the Napoleonic Policing Model 

  

  
 

  

SHOP NPS GEAR 
ONLINE  

 

SHOP WITH 
AMAZONSMILE 

 

"PATHWAY TO THE 
FUTURE" 
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In-store pick-up available for 
local orders. The shop is now 
open Monday through Friday 

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Questions about the shop or 
the merchandise available? 

Contact the Peacock 
Shop Manager. 

Shop NPS Gear 

 

 

 

When you order through 
AmazonSmile, Amazon 

donates 0.5 percent of your 
purchase price to the NPS 
Foundation, equipping our 

nation's premier defense 
education and research 

institution!   

Shop AmazonSmile  

 

 

 

Make your mark on the NPS 
campus with a custom brick 

on our “Pathway to the 
Future,” a unique, lasting way 
to remember and mark your 

connection to NPS. 

  

Design Your Brick 

 

 

 

 

Connect with us!  
 

          

 
 

  

Your gift helps produce the Leaders, Technologies, and Ideas 
our Nation needs to keep our service members 

safe abroad and us all safe at home. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Make a Donation 

 

 

  

Unsubscribe 

NPS Foundation & Alumni Association 

Physical Address: 283 Cottage Way Monterey, CA 93943 - Mailing Address: PO Box 8626 
Monterey, CA 93943 

  

  

 

https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/9B7195A1-AC0F-4F90-8A5F-450FE9E865AF/r/9B7195A1-AC0F-4F90-8A5F-450FE9E865AF_da740dd6-d74c-4c79-bd19-9bd40df3039c/l/2F18987B-D00D-4520-A7C2-14F6129BBDED/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/9B7195A1-AC0F-4F90-8A5F-450FE9E865AF/r/9B7195A1-AC0F-4F90-8A5F-450FE9E865AF_da740dd6-d74c-4c79-bd19-9bd40df3039c/l/811E7B74-CBFE-450C-9A1F-964AFBD521D6/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/9B7195A1-AC0F-4F90-8A5F-450FE9E865AF/r/9B7195A1-AC0F-4F90-8A5F-450FE9E865AF_da740dd6-d74c-4c79-bd19-9bd40df3039c/l/0CAD28B2-92E2-4304-A6B5-F54C90A5F19C/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/9B7195A1-AC0F-4F90-8A5F-450FE9E865AF/r/9B7195A1-AC0F-4F90-8A5F-450FE9E865AF_da740dd6-d74c-4c79-bd19-9bd40df3039c/l/36844893-0409-483E-BD92-558C52906054/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/9B7195A1-AC0F-4F90-8A5F-450FE9E865AF/r/9B7195A1-AC0F-4F90-8A5F-450FE9E865AF_da740dd6-d74c-4c79-bd19-9bd40df3039c/l/1EC47AE5-453E-4BE1-A9D8-C1BD10B6E5FF/c
mailto:kawoodson@npsfoundation.org?subject=Arrange%20time%20to%20shop
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/9B7195A1-AC0F-4F90-8A5F-450FE9E865AF/r/9B7195A1-AC0F-4F90-8A5F-450FE9E865AF_da740dd6-d74c-4c79-bd19-9bd40df3039c/l/18D72644-27E0-435B-AF22-F19453D78E67/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/9B7195A1-AC0F-4F90-8A5F-450FE9E865AF/r/9B7195A1-AC0F-4F90-8A5F-450FE9E865AF_da740dd6-d74c-4c79-bd19-9bd40df3039c/l/FAED48A7-329E-4515-A1D1-21F48BEFD770/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/9B7195A1-AC0F-4F90-8A5F-450FE9E865AF/r/9B7195A1-AC0F-4F90-8A5F-450FE9E865AF_da740dd6-d74c-4c79-bd19-9bd40df3039c/l/A2F9ECD7-2738-4A17-99A0-730A25C09B74/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/9B7195A1-AC0F-4F90-8A5F-450FE9E865AF/r/9B7195A1-AC0F-4F90-8A5F-450FE9E865AF_da740dd6-d74c-4c79-bd19-9bd40df3039c/l/930A6385-2A09-4FBC-8B84-DEF933897F26/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/9B7195A1-AC0F-4F90-8A5F-450FE9E865AF/r/9B7195A1-AC0F-4F90-8A5F-450FE9E865AF_da740dd6-d74c-4c79-bd19-9bd40df3039c/oo
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/9B7195A1-AC0F-4F90-8A5F-450FE9E865AF/r/9B7195A1-AC0F-4F90-8A5F-450FE9E865AF_da740dd6-d74c-4c79-bd19-9bd40df3039c/l/293728F9-ADF3-4E90-B853-BB850D586BDC/c

