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NPS leans into SECNAV strategic guidance on education, 
innovation 

Secretary of the Navy Carlos Del 
Toro met with his recently 
established Naval Education Task 
Force at the Pentagon Feb. 24 to 
kick off the group’s efforts in 
reviewing the Department’s Naval 
University System to inform how 
we can make the US Navy a more 
adaptive learning organization.  

A recent panel, Should the Navy 
Explore new Approaches with 
Respect to Its Strategy?, at WEST 

2022, shared this sentiment on the importance of adaptive learning. Panel members consistently 
highlighted the need for young, agile leaders that are prepared to outthink our enemies on the modern 
and future battlefield. NPS President retired Vice Adm. Ann Rondeau, USN, moderated the discussion. She 
was joined by retired Adm. James Winnefeld Jr., USN, former vice chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff and NPS 
Foundation Advisory Council Member; Bran Ferren, co-founder and chief creative officer at Applied Minds 
LLC; and Steve Blank, adjunct professor at Stanford University and senior fellow for innovation at 
Columbia University. 

 

https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/D23F0ECD-3FCC-4604-94A5-03C6B0FF1D84/r/D23F0ECD-3FCC-4604-94A5-03C6B0FF1D84_798e25d6-6044-4616-a919-d38d56139d47/l/8474ABD3-AD1B-4CDD-9921-DF13A2267B2A/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/D23F0ECD-3FCC-4604-94A5-03C6B0FF1D84/r/D23F0ECD-3FCC-4604-94A5-03C6B0FF1D84_798e25d6-6044-4616-a919-d38d56139d47/l/8474ABD3-AD1B-4CDD-9921-DF13A2267B2A/c


With increased prioritization of naval and defense education, the Naval Postgraduate School’s students, 
faculty, and accomplishments are central to the success of the Naval and Joint Forces. NPS specializes in 
technical degrees in fields critical to helping military leaders tackle national security challenges that 
reflect the globally integrated, data-driven nature of current and future operational environments and 
play a crucial role in our military leaders' continued education and development. NPS is ready to be the 
hub of a global network prepared to face the increasingly integrated, autonomous and agile conflicts of 
tomorrow. 

In support of NPS’ vision for the future, the Naval Postgraduate School Foundation has engaged Bran 
Ferren and Applied Minds LLC to develop a strategic plan that expands NPS’ ability to attract and retain 
the best talent, facilitate collaboration between the DOD, academia and industry, and develop ethical and 
technical leaders who apply advanced problem-solving capabilities in the face of rapid global 
change. Read more.  
 

  

  
 

  

Before the storm: How NPS supports international partners in 
infrastructure, energy, cybersecurity 

The Russian invasion of Ukraine rocked the critical infrastructure of Ukraine and has the potential to 
disrupt critical infrastructure globally. The impacts have disrupted daily life in Ukraine and rocked 
financial markets globally. Political leaders, national security experts, and consumers everywhere are 
keeping a close eye on impacts to infrastructure, energy security and environmental security as Russia 
expands its aggression and threats to international security. 
 
“As the U.S. has an interest in the protection and resilience of global energy infrastructure and systems, it 
is fitting that DOD’s premiere Center of Excellence for energy security provides a focus on efforts to 
educate our forces, as well as our allies and partners, regarding the complexities of energy to include its 
challenges and opportunities,” said Dr. Daniel Nussbaum, Operations Research Professor and Chair of the 
Energy Academic Group at the Naval Postgraduate School. 
 
The Energy Academic Group at NPS plays an important role in enhancing global energy security by 
supporting security initiatives with NATO, partners and allies through education, research and outreach. 
 
We sat down with Dr. Nussbaum to discuss NPS' critical role, and his thoughts on the Ukraine 
conflict. Read the full article. 
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NPS Experts on Russia & Ukraine 
 

Faculty 
 

• How Much Damage Could a Russian Cyberattack do in the US? – Scott Jasper, PhD, Sr. Lecturer, 
National Security Affairs 

• Russian Cyberattack Risk May Spur US Cybersecurity Investments – feat. Scott Jasper 
• Putin Just Pushed the World Into an Even Bigger Energy Crisis – Brenda Shaffer, PhD, Faculty 

Associate, Energy Academic Group 
• If Putin Stumbles, Will Erdogan Recalibrate? – Ryan Gingeras, PhD, Professor, National Security 

Affairs  
• Why India Must Not Remain Silent on Ukraine  – S. Paul Kapur, PhD, Professor, National Security 

Affairs 
• ‘Netwar’ Could Be Even Worse Than Cyberwar – Revisits Defense Analysis Distinguished 

Professor Dr. John Arquilla's Cyberwar is coming! 
 

Distinguished Alumni 

• After Weeks of Warnings, Russia Invades Ukraine (Audio) – Michael Mullen, ADM, USN (Ret), MS 
in Operations Research '95, 17th Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff, NPS Distinguished Alumnus, NPSF 
Advisory Council Chair 

• William McRaven joins Smerconish to talk about Ukraine's chances of winning this war with 
Russia (Video) – William McRaven, ADM, USN (Ret), MS in Defense Analysis '93, 9th Commander 
USSOCOM, NPS Distinguished Alumnus, NPSF Advisory Council 

• Ukrainian and Russian Will to Fight: An Early-War Assessment – Ben Connable, PhD, MA in 
National Security Affairs '00 
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Global Impact 

• Irregular Warfare Podcast –  Russia, China and Iran:  The Face of Competition in the Middle East 
– Dr. Seth Jones,  Adjunct Professor and Rear Adm. Mitch Bradley, MS in Physics '06 

• How to Counter China's Belt Road Initiative 

  

  

 

Under shadow of Ukraine invasion, US delegation signals 
support for Taiwan  – Former defense and security officials, 
led by ex-Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Mike Mullen, 
met with Taiwan’s President Tsai Ing-wen on Wednesday 
during a two-day visit to the self-ruled island – which has 
expressed its solidarity with Ukraine. 

 

 

  
 

  

WATCH: NPS PhD student Cmdr. Ed Jatho on Artificial Intelligence 

 

Cmdr. Jatho is a member of the Navy’s permanent military professor community. He is pursuing a PhD in 
computer science at the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey, where his research focuses on 

trustworthy AI and defending deep neural networks from adversarial attacks and deception. Prior to May 
2020, he served in the cryptologic warfare community. Tours included Navy Cyber Defense Operations 

Command as the defensive cyber operations afloat department head, Carrier Strike Group 10 as 
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cryptologic resource coordinator, and National Security Agency as deputy chief, special access program 
central office/special technical operations. 

Watch on YouTube  

 

 

  

  

Annual Menneken Awards Honor NPS Faculty for Research 
Achievements  

Dr. Marcello Romano of the 
Department of Mechanical and 
Aerospace Engineering, and Dr. Di 
Zhang of the Department of 
Electrical and Computer 
Engineering, have been named the 
2021 winners of the Carl E. and 
Jessie W. Menneken Research 
Awards.  

Established in 1988, the Carl E. and 
Jessie W. Menneken Awards for 
Excellence in Scientific 

Research are sponsored by the Naval Postgraduate School Foundation. The Menneken Endowment is 
used to provide annual awards to faculty, recognizing highly meritorious research with identifiable 
impact on the Navy and DOD technology. Read more. 

“I sincerely think that NPS is a unique environment and what I have achieved, the 
way I have achieved it, would have not been possible elsewhere because of the 

professionalism and the self-motivation of our students.” 
– Dr. Marcello Romano 

 

  
 

  

NPS, U.S. Pacific Fleet Launch 
Nimitz Research Group 

NPS Conducts Study Bridging 
Cyber and Electronic Warfare 
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The Naval Postgraduate School and Commander, 
U.S. Pacific Fleet (PACFLT) are joining forces to 
establish the Nimitz Research Group, an 
organization which will leverage NPS’ educational 
and research capabilities and institutional 
knowledge to meet the needs of the Pacific Fleet. 

Created under the aegis of NPS’ Naval Warfare 
Studies Institute (NWSI), the Nimitz Research 
Group will consist of NPS faculty and students who 
will serve as an extension of the PACFLT staff in 
Hawaii, participating in fleet exercises and events 
and providing additional research capacity and 
subject matter expertise. 

“The establishment of the Nimitz Research Group 
marks a further evolution in our outstanding 
partnership with the U.S. Pacific Fleet,” said 
Rondeau. “We have always seen NPS as a center of 
excellence and innovation, a place where our 
faculty and students work together to solve the 
operational challenges of our fleet and force. 
Through the Nimitz Research Group, we will be 
able to provide those solutions by deploying our 
talent and our experience in direct support of our 
Pacific Fleet partners.” Read more. 

 

 

 

In a way that only the Naval Postgraduate School 
can, researchers are in the final stages of a study 
exploring the convergence of electronic and cyber 
warfare. 
  
Identifying a roadmap to meet the technological 
and acquisitional challenges inherent in ensuring 
American dominance across the future 
Electromagnetic Spectrum (EMS), this effort has 
the potential to inform research investments for 
years to come, according to the project’s NPS lead, 
U.S. Navy Cmdr. Chad Bollmann, director of the 
university’s Center for Cyber Warfare. 
  
It’s the ability to tap into diverse and multi-service 
expertise like this that truly sets NPS apart, 
Bollmann stresses, uniquely positioning the 
university to undertake this study. 

“Having the best technology is the first step, but 
you also have to acquire, integrate and practice 
that technology if that technology is going to be 
effective,” Bollman continued.  “Cyber is already 
cross-disciplinary; to effectively analyze the 
convergence of cyber with another discipline 
requires a team with technical depth across many 
areas as well as operational experience to ensure 
your proposed solutions are ‘Navy-proof’.” Read 
more.  
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Popular Dictatorships: Crises, Mass Opinion, and the Rise of Electoral 
Authoritarianism by Aleksandar Matovski 

A hallmark of the Naval Postgraduate School is the national, 
and internationally, recognized expertise of the university’s 
faculty population and its currency to global security issues. 
Dr. Alex Matovski’s latest book, “Popular Dictatorships,” is 
another example of just that. 
 
Published in November of 2021, Matovski’s latest work 
details the rise of electoral autocracies across the world – 
regimes that ascend to power through democratic 
institutions, only to subvert those very principles to rule as 
dictatorships. While these leaders promise firm rule and 
accountability, they tend to thrive in societies traumatized by 
turmoil, dysfunction and injustice, often exacerbated by 
these leaders themselves to legitimize their power. Matovski 
argues that this crisis legitimization strategy makes electoral 
authoritarianism a very significant threat to global peace and 
democracy, a claim tragically supported through current 
events in Eastern Europe. 

 
Matovski is an assistant professor in NPS’ Department of National Security Affairs, and an Associate at the 
Davis Center for Russian and Eurasian Studies at Harvard University. 

 

 

  

  
 

  

    



Manuel Morales, MS in Homeland Security '17, has been 
appointed as the City of Miami's full-time police chief. 
Morales has been serving as the Miami Police Department's 
interim chief since October 2021. Morales joined the 
department in 1994 and has served in numerous positions 
since, including police commander and assistant chief in 
charge of Administrative and Field Operations Divisions. He 
holds a bachelor’s degree in organizational leadership from 
St. Thomas University and a master’s degree, with 
distinction, in Security Studies from the Center for 
Homeland Defense and Security at the Naval Postgraduate 
School. Read more. 

 

  

  

  
 

  

  

 

Don Harder is a Principal at Booz Allen Hamilton leading the 
NSWC Crane market associated with Anti-Tamper and 
Technology Protection, Hypersonics, Cybersecurity, and 
Electronic Warfare. He joined Booz Allen three years ago 
after spending 30 years on active duty in the U.S. Navy, 
attending NPS and earning masters degrees in astronautical 
and mechanical engineering along the way.  
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WOMENS HISTORY MONTH 

Today and every day, we celebrate 
the contributions of the people of 
the Naval Postgraduate School. 
Diversity of thought and experience 
is critical to progress and our ability 
to advance defense and technology 
in America. Women have made and 
continue to make significant 
contributions to America's 
advancement. Follow along on our 
social media where we are sharing 
the impactful stories of our NPS 
community. 

 

  

  

  
 

  

Upcoming Events  
  

  

 

Join the NPS Foundation & Alumni Association for hosted 
refreshments, on April 5 during Sea-Air-Space 2022 in 
National Harbor. Network and socialize with your NPS 

community and get the latest updates on NPS.  More info to 
follow.  

Register Now 

 

 

 

 

SeaPower Conversation Fighting the Fleet: Operational Art and 
Modern Fleet Combat. 
Live stream at https://nps.edu/web/video. 

 

MARCH 14, 2022 
12:00 PM – 1:30 PM PT  
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19th Annual Acquisition Research Symposium Interactive Online 
Event 

 

MAY 11-12, 2022 
 

 

Center for Homeland Defense and Security Executive Education Program Presents 
America's Evolving Homeland Security Threats–At Home and Abroad 

In this two-part series, CHDS experts will explore international and domestic threats confronting America and our 

homeland security. Part one will focus on the international landscape and the geopolitical threats to democracy that will 

shape the 21st century for homeland security leaders. The current Russian invasion of Ukraine and an emboldened China 

will be explored. Part two will focus on America’s domestic threats. What are they? How do homeland security 

professionals do their jobs in a hyper-polarized environment? 
  

America’s Evolving Homeland Security Threats - A 
World Divided  

MARCH 16, 2022 
3:00 PM ET / 12:00 PM PT 

Register 

 

 

 

America’s Evolving Homeland Security Threats - A 
Nation Divided  

MARCH 24, 2022 
3:00 PM ET / 12:00 PM PT 

Register 

 

 

  

Naval Submarine League – 122nd Submarine Birthday Ball & 10th 
Annual Birthday Golf Tournament 

Open to ALL military and civilian supporters. 
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Learn More 

 

 

 

 

Learn More 

 

 

  

  

In Case You Missed It: 

Give Purpose First: Using Self Determination Theory Tool for SOF Retention 
  
NPS Defense Analysis Department Welcomes New Chair 

  

Donald R. Beall Defense Fellowship Program 
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The Donald R. Beall Defense Fellowship Program is seeking postdoctoral applicants for academic year 
2022-2023. Fellows will be assigned to the Defense Analysis Department at the Naval Postgraduate 
School. 
 
The Fellowship is designed for postdoctoral scholars whose research in the general field of security 
studies (or another relatable field) can enrich existing NPS curricula, by infusing new ideas and concepts 
into the classroom. At the same time, Fellows will be exposed to leading faculty and researchers, serving 
military officers, and interagency officials, facilitating greater understanding of U.S. national security 
policy and the DOD, in general. Application Deadline: 21 MAR 2022. Full details.  

  

  
 

  

SHOP NPS GEAR 
ONLINE  

 

In-store pick-up available for 
local orders. The shop is now 
open Monday through Friday 

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Questions about the shop or 
the merchandise available? 

Contact the Peacock 
Shop Manager. 

Shop NPS Gear 

 

 

 

SHOP WITH 
AMAZONSMILE 

 

When you order through 
AmazonSmile, Amazon 

donates 0.5 percent of your 
purchase price to the NPS 
Foundation, equipping our 

nation's premier defense 
education and research 

institution!   

Shop AmazonSmile  

 

 

 

"PATHWAY TO THE 
FUTURE" 

 

Make your mark on the NPS 
campus with a custom brick 

on our “Pathway to the 
Future,” a unique, lasting way 
to remember and mark your 

connection to NPS. 

  

Design Your Brick 
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Connect with us!  
 

          

 
 

  

Your gift helps produce the Leaders, Technologies, and Ideas 
our Nation needs to keep our service members 

safe abroad and us all safe at home. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Make a Donation 

 

 

  

Unsubscribe 

NPS Foundation & Alumni Association 

Physical Address: 283 Cottage Way Monterey, CA 93943 - Mailing Address: PO Box 8626 
Monterey, CA 93943 

  

  

 

https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/D23F0ECD-3FCC-4604-94A5-03C6B0FF1D84/r/D23F0ECD-3FCC-4604-94A5-03C6B0FF1D84_798e25d6-6044-4616-a919-d38d56139d47/l/B929A6B6-53D7-47EB-8CDB-749731EE2FC8/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/D23F0ECD-3FCC-4604-94A5-03C6B0FF1D84/r/D23F0ECD-3FCC-4604-94A5-03C6B0FF1D84_798e25d6-6044-4616-a919-d38d56139d47/l/1FB8343A-B7CA-43B5-9F87-6EC4D3068B73/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/D23F0ECD-3FCC-4604-94A5-03C6B0FF1D84/r/D23F0ECD-3FCC-4604-94A5-03C6B0FF1D84_798e25d6-6044-4616-a919-d38d56139d47/l/E8B10A9A-7A29-4A99-9C1E-B2695FBC5F5B/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/D23F0ECD-3FCC-4604-94A5-03C6B0FF1D84/r/D23F0ECD-3FCC-4604-94A5-03C6B0FF1D84_798e25d6-6044-4616-a919-d38d56139d47/l/716FA358-1E73-4C84-9E4F-40E77F8831D0/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/D23F0ECD-3FCC-4604-94A5-03C6B0FF1D84/r/D23F0ECD-3FCC-4604-94A5-03C6B0FF1D84_798e25d6-6044-4616-a919-d38d56139d47/l/E2B92ABF-590C-4105-B4A6-EB43264B613B/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/D23F0ECD-3FCC-4604-94A5-03C6B0FF1D84/r/D23F0ECD-3FCC-4604-94A5-03C6B0FF1D84_798e25d6-6044-4616-a919-d38d56139d47/l/71AE57CD-D7DE-4E94-84DE-DBFBAB54E0AF/c
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/D23F0ECD-3FCC-4604-94A5-03C6B0FF1D84/r/D23F0ECD-3FCC-4604-94A5-03C6B0FF1D84_798e25d6-6044-4616-a919-d38d56139d47/oo
https://eml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net/intv2/j/D23F0ECD-3FCC-4604-94A5-03C6B0FF1D84/r/D23F0ECD-3FCC-4604-94A5-03C6B0FF1D84_798e25d6-6044-4616-a919-d38d56139d47/l/DB44529A-6BD1-4F50-9330-2C45D62689D9/c

