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Lead Guitar Growth since 2013 
In number of Schools 

11 Low income students who are 

highly engaged in the arts are 

more than twice as likely as their 

peers with low arts involvement 

to earn a Bachelor's degree. 11 

Americans for the Arts 
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Mission 

Lead Guitar provides rigorous music education through 

free and sustainable classical guitar programs in public 

schools where 80% or more of students are eligible for 

Free/Reduced Price Lunch-schools which have a 

correlating lack of access to critical resources and 

opportunities including Arts education. 

Vision 

We are believers in the power of learning and making 

music for music's sake. We also know that in-school 

music education inspires students to engage with their 

school community in new ways, prompts students to 

examine and expand their personal narratives,and 

activates growth mind-set. Lead Guitar participants 

experience the joy of music making while developing 

discipline, self-esteem, and teamwork skills: attributes 

that help them realize success throughout their lives. 

Value 

In its service to the community and as apartner 

organization and employer Lead Guitar promotes, 

values and expects accountability, inclusion, 

excellence, responsiveness, and equity. We actively 

assert that ALL people deserve great arts education 

and that talented teaching artists deserve a great job. 



Letter from the Director 
As we look back on the 2019-20 Academic Year, Lead Guitar is proud to have continued our steady growth while 

helping students nationwide to access the high-quality in-school music education every child deserves. 

As you know, the pandemic has had a dramatically disproportionate impact on our most vulnerable 

communities. For thousands of students learning from home in less-than-ideal circumstances, Lead Guitar is a 

welcome diversion, a social and emotional connecting point, a voice to express what can't be spoken, and even 

a lifeline. Our value as an educational resource in this time of need is underscored by an increased demand for 

services as we enter the 2020-21 Academic Year. As I write, our instructors are engaged with 68 school 

partners-each facing a unique blend of learning modalities and resource challenges-to ensure music learning 

continues for some 4,000 students this fall. It's a challenge we are well prepared for and a burden we are honored 

to help shoulder with public school teachers stretched to the limit by the sudden shift in the education 

landscape. 

In March 2020, when schools were shuttered due to Covid-19, Lead Guitar's Teaching Artists pivoted quickly to 

bring our programming online. We retained 100% of our staff who in turn devoted themselves to learning new 

skills and creatively deploying knowledge they'd gained in their dual lives as performers, professors, and content 

creators to build a state-of-the-art on line learning center for Lead Guitar students and teachers. The first 

elements of this new platform were ready for use within a week of most school closures. 

In April, as we continued to refine and add online content we turned our attention to two additional access 

issues: providing instruments for students stuck at home without a guitar and creating capstone events to 

replace the student showcase concerts that would have taken place at our partner institutions, including The 

University of Arizona, The University of Chicago, California State University-Northridge, and The Aspen Music 

Festival and School. To address both, we partnered with Guitar Salon International Foundation to ship close to 

100 guitars to some of our most engaged students. With their support, we also created Virtual Showcase 

Concerts that allowed LG students nationwide to learn from, interview and perform with global guitar celebrities: 

• OneRepublic's Zach Filkins performed the band's mega-hit "Counting Stars" with our students; 

• Guitarist Sergio Vallfn, who has sold over 40 million albums with his Grammy-winning Latin 

band Mana, led students in a performance of Santana's "Oye Como Va"; 

• and Brazilian classical guitar legend Sergio Assad and American steel-string virtuoso Alex de 

Grassi offered advice on life and music making; 

• Snapshots of the LG Virtual Showcases and guitar giveaway are on page 8. 
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An event as disruptive as a global pandemic brings with it an opportunity to apply disruptive thinking to an 

organization and its practices. At Lead Guitar, we have wasted no time wishing things were the way they used to 

be. Rather, we focused our energy on meeting this challenge by rethinking our curriculum, communications, 

content delivery, and funding priorities. We are confident that the proactive changes we make now will result in a 

leaner, more agile organization when the pandemic is behind us. 

To that end, we invested hundreds of additional staff hours this summer in crafting a permanent online platform: 

Lead Guitar Digital. It connects classrooms, teachers and students to lesson plans, learning modules, resource 

libraries, and continuing engagement opportunities, like our virtual showcases and nationwide masterclasses. The 

pre-recorded video resources enhance live interactions between students, teachers and teaching artists by allowing 

live instruction to focus on deeper dives into performing, critical listening, responding, and reflecting, while the 

concise instructional videos of key concepts and techniques are just a click away for anytime student access. 

With your support and with gratitude for all of the school teachers, parents, donors and, volunteers who give of 

themselves to make these programs possible, Lead Guitar is meeting the challenges that this school year brings 

with renewed resolve to increase access to and equity in music education for all children in the communities we 

serve. We certainly look forward to a return to in-person classes next year. Yet, we also eagerly anticipate the new 

partnerships, ideas, and directions that this new reality presents. Now, more than ever, we need your help to ensure 

vulnerable students from Los Angeles to Chicago are not left behind. 

Brad Richter 

Executive Director & Co-founder 



Strength & Sustainability 

Lead Guitar is governed by a team of business, arts, and education leaders who are dedicated to 

responsible fiscal management and maintaining the highest quality standards in the delivery of our 

services. The Board is responsible for strategy, key organizational oversight and accountability, and takes 

an active role in fundraising, with many members having spearheaded initiatives and events through their 

corporate affiliations. Examples include Sunland Asphalt owner and CEO Doug DeClusin who founded 

and plays a key role in organizing a corporate golf tournament to benefit Lead Guitar; Pueblo 

Mechanical CEO Daniel Bueschel who created an employee pay-check giving program, which boasts 

broad participation and Tim Miklaucic, owner and CEO of L.A.-based Guitar Salon International 

Foundation and Cordoba Guitars provides large in-kind donations of guitars and helped recruit well 

known musicians for our online school. Board President Marc Sandroff remains our largest individual 

donor and a key connecting point to many of our most loyal supporters over the last 20 years. 

Foundations and Arts Agencies are Lead Guitar's largest source of income and we are proud to have 

earned the trust of some of the nation's most discerning grant makers through rigorous vetting 

processes. Of particular note are The David and Lura Lovell Foundation which continues to support Lead 

Guitar with major multi-year grants and the National Endowment for the Arts who recently awarded Lead 

Guitar our sixth grant in as many years. We have also earned the support of the Arizona Commission on 

the Arts, The Illinois Arts Council, Ingenuity, The California Arts Council and the Oklahoma Arts Council. 

In addition to this firm fiscal foundation, Lead Guitar is strengthened by a national network of community 

partners that are key in our effort to provide access and equity on a variety of fronts. They include: 

• The University of Arizona 

• The Aspen Music Festival & School 

• Reva and David Logan Center for the Arts at The University of Chicago 

• Lamont School of Music at The University of Denver 

• Roosevelt University 

• Glendale Community College 

• Chicago Public Schools 

• Los Angeles Unified School District 

• Phoenix Union High School District 

The Lead Guitar Board of Directors wishes to thank the numerous donors, strategic partners, our partner 

schools, our team at Lead Guitar and of course our Lead Guitar students for driving our success. 
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Co-teaching 
matches a Lead Guitar Master 

instructor with a certified K-12 

teacher to co-teach guitar classes as 

for-credit arts electives. Free 

programs include 70 hours of service 

and can serve 1-2 classrooms weekly, 

or a full-day visit each month for high 

schools with 5-6 classes. 

Teacher Workshops 
offer school teachers eight hours of 

formal Professional Development 

good towards promotion and 

recertification as they master the 

Lead Guitar curriculum and improve 

their own playing. 

In-school Concerts 
inspire students through up-close 

connections to global artists in their 

own school. Assemblies this year 

featured the Beijing Guitar Duo, 

Levante Guitar Duo, Vida Guitar 

Quartet, European Guitar Quartet, 

and soloist Raphael Feuillatre. 

On Campus Events 
give students opportunities to 

perfom, learn and be celebrated on 

the campus of their local university or 

college. For a few brave souls, 

students audition to perform a solo 

or duo to warm applause. 

Lead Guitar Digital 
connects students and teachers to a 

state-of-the-art platform for at-home 

learning and remote classrooms 

available on any device. This 

engaging system of video lessons, 

planning tools, virtual ensembles, 

games and listening activities offers 

customizable input for a range of 

learning styles, ability levels and 

comprehension speeds. 

-



Lead Guitar Communities 

Mendocino 

California 

Los Angeles 

California 

Phoenix Arizona 

• Institutional Partners: 

University of Arizona 

Glendale Community College 

• 1296 Students in direct instruction 

(2 to 5 times/week) 

• 77% of students are eligible for 

Free/Reduced Price Lunch 

• 15 School Partners 

1% 

56% 
Hispanic 

■ White 

■ Black 

■ Native American 

■ Asian 

■ Hawaiian Islander 

■ Mixed Race 

22% 

Aspen 

Colorado 

Denver 

Colorado 

Tucson Arizona 

• Institutional Partners: 

University of Arizona 

• 704 Students in direct instruction 

(2 to 5 times/week) 

• 71% of students are eligible for 

Free/Reduced Price Lunch 

• 20 School Partners 

2% 

58% 
Hispanic 

■ White 

■ Black 

■ Native American 

■ Asian 

Enid 

Oklahoma 

5% 

7% 

25% 

Chicago Illinois 

• Institutional Partners: 

Roosevelt University 

Logan Center for the Arts 

University of Chicago 

• 922 Students in direct instruction 

(2 to 5 times/week) 

• 98% of students are eligible for 

Free/Reduced Price Lunch 

• 10 School Partners 

1% 

Hispanic 

■ White 

■ Black 

■ Native American 

■ Asian 

40% 

In the four Phoenix Union High School District schools 

participating in Lead Guitar in 2018/2019, there were 59 

students who began with "guitar 1" and took at least 

two years or four semesters of guitar. In asking the 

question: what is the effect of a Lead Guitar class after 

two years on those with no prior exposure? 

We found that 47 of 59, or 80°/4 of 

students improved their GPAs between 

year 1 and year 2 of participation. 

Dr. J. David Betts, 

Professor Emiritus, UA College of Education 
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• Fee9back on LG'$ first-ever Teachers' Workshop,Weginar 

in May 2020: 

';, A$ a beginning cla?~i~al gl!itar l~arner the· f9llowing 

aspectswere most valuable.to me., F.:irst, the.· 

i_nst~uctor~ put.me'.at ease ri9-ht frqm tnE= start 

through positive energy' c1nd,l_ots ofrei3s~yran~e to 

try and _kE=~p qn trying. The ·l~?sqn struc:ture. c:1_nd • 

c9nt~nt ar~a wc:1~ c:1ppropriate fqr bE=ginnE=r stu~~nts .. 

Overall, it vita? an excellent wqrkshop. 11 

Anonymou~ 1n Tllcson 

11 I truly enjoyed the breakout groups. I loved the 

individualized attention and the slower pace for 

newer teachers, like me. The private lesson was 

amazing. I am new to guitar and felt comfortable 

asking questions and appreciated the patience;" 

Anon·ymous in Los Angeles 



Access & Equity 
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As we stand shoulder to shoulder with our partners in schools that have been ignored and 

underfunded for decades, we are a witness to Institutional Racism in our public-school system. This 

systemic racism is an inequity that's plain to see on paper-as our nation spends $13,000 per capita per 

year on public education for white students versus $10,400 for students of color-and heartbreaking to 

see in person. That funding gap is the difference between having music classes or not, having field 

trips or not, having guest assemblies or not, as well as having, or not having, athletics, counselors, 

librarians, nurses and a host of other services and opportunities that are broadly available in more 

affluent U.S. schools. This dearth of opportunity also sends the most qualified teachers and most 

engaged families looking for better options, leaving schools populated only by children, families and 

teachers who have no other choice-educational deserts where we see the correlation between race 

and a fundamental lack of equal opportunity firsthand. 

Our students, stakeholders and colleagues are Black, Indigenous and Latinx. Lead Guitar seeks team 

members that reflect that diversity and, as a team, we actively examine unconscious biases in our 

curriculum and practices. We do this because we know the unconscious biases that exist even among 

those we consider allies in creating broader access to arts education. 

We have heard well-meaning K-12 educators, arts education funders, and other colleagues comment 

on our work, referring to particular student groups in which a majority were of the ethnicity indicated in 

brackets: 

• "Those students aren't interested in classical guitar, are they?" [those= Black] 

• "Those students will never be ready to perform at an event in October. It's too early in the 

school year for them." [those/them = Latinx] 

• "Those students can't learn to read music." [those= indigenous] 

Our students disprove such biases every day. It is not racial or ethnic difference that keeps BIPOC 

students from engaging and achieving in the arts; it is a system that is fundamentally stacked against 

them and the well-worn justifications used to explain away the disparity that can produce such 

outcomes. 

In this year where we have seen a pandemic that is killing Black, Indigenous and Latinx Americans at 

more than twice the rate of White Americans and as we witness instance after instance of police 

violence against Black citizens in the communities where we work, we at Lead Guitar re-dedicate 

ourselves to being allies, listeners, and learners in the fight for equity. 



Emergency Access 
With help from our partner Guitar Salon International Foundation Lead Guitar delivered close to 100 guitars to students stuck at home 

and created Virtual Showcase Concerts that connected our students to some of the most celebrated guitarists on the planet. 
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Photos used with permission by various parents in Chicago and Phoenix 
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Student Profile 
Pablo Quinonez Paz 

Pablo Quinonez joined the Lead Guitar class at Amphitheater High School as a Freshman after moving 

to Tucson from Hermosillo, Mexico with his family in 2015. In 2019 he began a degree in Music 

Education at the University of Arizona where he also works as Lead Guitar's student assistant. 

Do you hail from a musical family? 

My Grandmother (Dad's side) was a soprano in a church choir, she played piano as well, almost every 

aunt/uncle knows an instrument and some of my cousins as well. My dad and brother taught me a lot 

from music and guitar ever since I was a child. 

What music did/your family listen to? 

My Dad always taught me and my siblings to learn how to listen to every type of music. 

What was your experience with Lead Guitar? 

I always loved music, but lead guitar helped me get in the world of creating music and I fell in love with 

it even more 

Any expectations you had while doing Lead Guitar? 

In the beginning I was expecting to learn some chords and some rock songs, I had no clue that it was 

going to be classical guitar. Then I heard Steve come to class and play for the class and from there I fell 

in love with the guitar. I also expected to learn guitar very quickly but the more I played and learned the 

harder it would get. In a way, it helped me understand the effort that many musicians have had to make 

to be as good as they are. 

Any memorable events with Lead Guitar? 

Every solo I had for my final concerts and the two showcase concerts for the U of A. A memorable 

lesson I had was with Steve when I played a solo piece called Spanish Ballad. He helped me expressed 

what I really wanted to show and make the piece my own. He had me describe what I see when I play 

this piece then he had me play with different dynamics and colors. 
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What are your current goals? 

My current goals are to work so I can pay for my education and save enough money to buy myself 

many instruments and I can make music for myself. 

Create a music school either here in the States or back in Mexico that will help give the same impact 

that I received from my music teachers during Highschool. They taught me that music is more than just 

playing it is communication and language. I would want my students to learn that as well. 

What school are you attending/what is your major? 

I am attending the University of Arizona, I am studying Music Education 

Do you still play/study guitar? 

Although I need to work very hard to keep up with my college expenses, I still try to play guitar when I 

can and keep trying to get better. 

Who are your favorite musicians/guitarists? 

My favorite Musicians are Ms Yount, and Mr Granillo from Amphi Highschool because they taught me 

that music is much more than just notes. My favorite guitarists are David Gilmour, Steve Lerman, My 

brother, and my Dad 

How has Music/Lead Guitar helped you? 

I have always loved arts in general because 

one can communicate a lot with a painting, 

a picture, or even a song. I have always 

loved music and it has been a very big part 

of my life. Lead Guitar opened new doors 

for me and because of it, I have decided 

that I want to use music as a way to create 

a better and brighter impact on whoever 

wants to listen to what I have to say. 



Student Profile 
Leilah Castro 

Leilah Castro is a fifth grader at Maurice Sendak Elementary School in Los 

Angeles. She joined her Lead Guitar class at the beginning of her fourth-grade 

year and her solo and interview with Zach Filkins of One Republic was a 

highlight of the Second Lead Guitar Virtual Showcase last Spring. 

Basic Facts 

My name is Leilah. I like video games. I am an Eagles fan and I live in Los 

Angeles. I have 2 brothers and 1 sister, I am 10 years old. 

Yes, I have 3 siblings. Two brothers and 1 sister. 

I like to ride my bike and go swimming for fun. 

Guitar related 

No, I have not taken any other music classes besides guitar. 

My favorite thing about playing the guitar is the different kinds of sounds it 

makes and how the sounds can turn into music. 

Making sure you play the right cords can be challenging because if you mess 

up, it won't sound right. 

I am hoping to learn new songs. 

I do not play any other instruments. 

It was exciting and inspiring speaking with a famous guitarist. 

Inspirations 

My mom inspires me everyday to become a better guitar player. She tells me 

that with practice, I can learn any song I like. 

I still need some time to figure out what I want to be when I grow up. 

My dream travel destination is San Diego because of their weather. 

Go to this link to watch the full Virtual Showcase: 

www.leadguitar.org/virtual-showcase 
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• • 

Leilah meets with and interviews Zach Filkins of the band One Republic after performing a 

solo as part of the 2nd Lead Guitar Virtual Showcase held May 23rd, 2020 

https://www.leadguitar.org/virtual-showcase
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Teacher Profile 
Roneaka Thomas-Morgan (Music Teacher at Williams Preparatory School of Medicine at DuSable, Chicago) 

Lead Guitar Teaching Partner Profile 

Lead Guitar teaching partners are 

certified, public school teachers who 

work with Lead Guitar master guitar 

instructors, learning to play and teach 

guitar as we collaboratively build a 

sustainable guitar program in their 

school. 

Tell us a little about your family 

your childhood, and/or where you 

grew up? 

My name is Roneaka Thomas-Morgan. I 

grew up in Englewood, a neighborhood 

on the south side of Chicago. I have 

been involved in music my whole life. 

My father plays saxophone, trumpet, 

and bass guitar. 

He and his brothers had a band called the Thomas Brothers Band. They played blues, soul, and funk 

music. Every Saturday night, I would attend band rehearsal with my father, and on Sunday, I would 

sing in the choir at church with my mother. Music was my outlet. My neighborhood was not safe, and 

my mother was very protective of me, so I spent countless hours listening to my father's albums, 

singing, and writing music. 

Where did you go to School and College? 

I went to Lindblom High School, Chicago State University for my undergrad degree in music, and I 

will be finished in November with a master's degree in Educational Leadership from Concordia 

University, Nebraska. 

What got you started as a musician? Did you have music in school as a child? 

I did not have music consistently in school as a child. My elementary school occasionally had a music 

teacher, and my high school did not have a music class until my senior year. I always wanted to take 

music classes and lessons as a child, but I was told we could not afford lessons. When I was in high 

school, a principal at a local school in Chicago heard me sing and gave me information about Merit 

School of Music, who provided affordable music lessons. Every weekend I took piano, choir, voice 

lessons, and music theory. I loved every minute of it. That is when I decided I wanted to pursue music in 

college and become a music teacher. In addition, at the age of 17, I was already conducting the youth 

choir at my church. 

What were some of the biggest challenges in starting a guitar program at Williams? 

Up until partnering with Lead Guitar, I had mainly taught choir and general music. I did not have any 

experience teaching or playing guitar. Zhivko Nikolov, my co-teacher, taught me so much, and was 

patient with me. I did not know all the answers to the students' questions at first, but I learned over time. 

How did partnering with Lead Guitar impact Williams Prep High School? 

Lead Guitar added the quality instrumental program needed to bring music back to life on the DuSable 

Campus. Students now get a chance to study an instrument they do not usually have access to. The 

Lead Guitar program also promotes critical thinking and problem solving through their rigorous 

curriculum. Both of these qualities are 21st century skills students need to develop to thrive in life. 

What's your message to students trying to make their way through the obstacles presented by 

this new living and learning environment? 

My message to students is to learn the concepts of resilience and tenacity early. We are experiencing 

challenges we never faced before. Instead of giving up, this is the right time to use their 

problem-solving skills. I would tell students to not be afraid to use the resources around them, and if 

they do not have any, reach out and ask for help, whether it is from a community member, teacher, 

parent, or friend. Sometimes people around them have the answers they need. Finally, I would tell 

students to communicate and express what they are feeling about living during a pandemic. They must 

remember that they are not isolated but have a community of people around them who care. 



New Places 
Los Angeles & Denver 

Nick Lenio 

Regional Director for 

Colorado 

Jaxon Williams 

Regional Director for 

Los Angeles 
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Lead Guitar is excited about the expansion of our program in California and 

Colorado. In the spring of 2019, We began with one Los Angeles school - the 

aptly named Carlos Santana Arts Academy. As of this fall we've expanded to 

serve four elementary schools, two middle schools, and two high schools. These 

eight schools have an average of 86% of students eligible for Free or Reduced 

Price Lunch. Our operations are anchored by two key local partnerships. Guitar 

Salon International Foundation not only provided a major cash gift but has 

collaborated with Lead Guitar to deliver free guitars to students stuck at home 

during the pandemic while California State University Northridge will host Los 

Angeles Lead Guitar students in an end-of-year Showcase concert as our local 

university partner. 

Lead Guitar has been serving students in the area surrounding Aspen, Colorado 

for over 10 years thanks to a partnership with the Aspen Music Festival and 

School. This year, that outreach is expanding to Denver as well. We have 

programs starting in four Denver schools this fall - one elementary school, two 

high schools, and one 6th-12th grade school - with an average of 89.5% of their 

students qualifying for Free or Reduced Price Lunch. Partner teachers in Denver 

have consistently expressed gratitude and excitement for the support of Lead 

Guitar's Master Instructors and the culturally responsive curriculum we provide. 

We are also honored to begin a university partnership with The University of 

Denver's Lamont School of Music who will host our Denver area showcase in one 

of their world-class concert venues. 

We couldn't be prouder of our two Regional Directors for Los Angeles and 

Denver. Jaxon Williams was recently awarded a doctorate in classical guitar and is 

also an impressive flamenco player, while Nicholas Lenio is a Grammy-nominated 

Teacher of the Year teaching band half-time at Basalt Middle School along with 

his half-time position with Lead Guitar. 
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New Faces 
Three outstanding Teaching Artists join the Lead Guitar staff in 2020 

Awards & Recognitions 

Bo Byun,26 
Los Angeles, California 

Education 

Undergraduate: Juilliard 

Master's Degree: Juilliard 

Doctorate: University of Southern 

California (pending) 

• JoAnn Falletta International Guitar Concerto Competition, Winner, 

Buffalo, NY, 2018 

• Guitar Foundation of America International Competition, Second Prize, 

Louisville, KY, 2018 

• University of Southern California International Artist Fellowship, 

2016-2020 

How did you get started with Lead Guitar? 

I taught at the Aspen Music Festival and School providing private 

instruction to local music students that had been taught through the 

Lead Guitar program. I was so surprised by the level of playing and how 

solid every student's fundamental techniques were. I was also intrigued 

by the method book which included such diverse pieces written by 

composers who have been historically underrepresented. The curriculum 

completely changed the way I approach teaching beginner students. 

What's your message to students trying to make their way through 

this new learning and living environment? 

It is incredibly rewarding to witness how music has helped so many 

students get through this difficult time, and I feel a tremendous sense of 

duty to share music with them, now more than ever. I would like students 

to feel proud of themselves, their resilience, and their ability to adapt to 

the extreme circumstances. 

Teaching philosophy: 

I believe that each and every child is born with an innate ability to be a 

musician. I strive to bring out and build upon this innate potential and 

guide young students to a life-long love for music 

Awards & Recognitions 

Russ Callison, 32 

Denver, Colorado 

Hails from: North Texas, USA 

Education 

Undergraduate: Southern Methodist 

University 

Master's Degree: University of Denver 

• Lamont School of Music, Outstanding Guitar Recital, 2015 

• UTB Guitar Ensemble Festival Competition winner, 2011 

I grew up in ... 

a pretty rural area. We had very little art or music exposure, so I 

discovered guitar from recordings. In high school I sold a pig I had raised 

to buy an electric guitar from a pawn shop, and about a year later ended 

up at community college, where I had my first guitar lessons. 

What inspired you to become a music teacher? 

The teachers I had worked very hard to provide opportunities for me. It 

seems the right way to pay them back is to give the best I can to 

students of my own. Also, classical music is often an extremely exclusive 

activity, primarily restricted to those with the finances to invest early in 

education. I want my teaching to be a way to access opportunity that 

many people are typically excluded from. 

What's been your experience with Lead Guitar thus far? 

Lead Guitar provided a very well organized and thoughtful training 

structure, despite the inability to meet in person. I've appreciated how 

clearly intentioned everything has been. As well, working with the 

organization affords me the chance to work with underserved 

populations, which lets me feel more socially responsible with my 

teaching. 

Teaching philosophy: 

Always meet people where they are, and that everyone can learn how to 

make music and express themselves. 

I grew up in ... 

Audrey Oden, 24 

Denver, Colorado 

Hails from: Oklahoma City, USA 

Education 

Undergraduate: Oklahoma City University 

Master's Degree: University of Denver 

Oklahoma City with my mom and my younger brother Carson. My mom 

used to be a hairdresser, but now she works in real estate. My brother 

just graduated from the fire academy and is about to become a 

firefighter. 

What's your message to students trying to make their way through 

this new learning and living environment? 

Focus on your mental health. There are a lot of expectations to be 

productive during this time, but the most important thing is finding some 

happiness. 

Who inspires you? 

My mom inspires me because she raised two kids as a single mother 

while still cultivating her career and her passion. 

What impact has being a musician had on your life? 

Music has given me a lot of confidence in my everyday life. I used to be 

shy and hard on myself, but now that I've progressed as a performer, I 

think I am a more confident person. 

Teaching philosophy: 

I have had teachers that use the negative reinforcement approach to 

teaching, and I really don't agree with that. I think it is important to be 

kind and understanding, everyone has a life and their own personal 

struggles outside of school. 

You can read the full interviews with Bo, Russ and Audrey at 

leadguitar.org/blog 

https://www.leadguitar.org/blog
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Board of Directors You can read the full bios at leadguitar.org/board 

Dan Bueschel is currently CEO of Pueblo 

Mechanical, a mechanical contracting and 

services firm. Previous to his role at Pueblo 

Mechanical, Dan held the position of CEO 

North American Healthcare at Sodexo, a 

leading global healthcare services provider, 

and VPGM West at Johnson Controls. Dan 

credits music education with teaching him 

that teamwork, commitment, and a sense 

of accomplishment could be just as 

meaningful in his professional life. In his 

spare time ... Skeleton Rising 

Carol H. Cunningham retired in 2014 after 

40 years of experience as a civil engineer 

specializing in planning, licensing and 

developing hydroelectric projects 

internationally. Carol holds a BS and MS in 

Civil Engineering from the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology. The last 14 years of 

her career, Carol lived and worked in the 

Philippines where she founded and 

continues to operate Dam Good Stuff, Inc, 

a Fair Trade-certified company, which 

makes high-end fashion jewelry while 

providing livelihood opportunities for 

women and relocated families in the 

Philippines. 

Doug DeClusin is the founder and CEO of 

Sunland Asphalt & Construction, Inc and 

has been awarded the Construction 

Executive of the Year (Construction 

Financial Management Association) and 

CEO of the Year (Phoenix Business 

Journal). Active in the construction and 

philanthropic worlds, Doug has been a 

member of the Associated General 

Contractors of America-Arizona Chapter 

since 2007. and supports the Boys and 

Girls Club, Horses Help, the Ronald 

McDonald charities, and ASU's Del E. 

Webb School of Construction in addition 

to Lead Guitar. 

Glenn Howell is the owner of Howell 

Athletics where he uses his 25 years of 

experience to train professional athletes -

including current NFL stars such as Blake 

Martinez - as well as general fitness clients. 

A three-time University of Arizona Football 

All Pac-10 tight-end (Honorable Mention 

1983-1985), Glenn co-hosts the UArizona 

Football pre- and post-game radio 

broadcasts since 2012 and is strength and 

conditioning coach for UArizona rugby and 

other local football clubs. Active in service 

and philanthropy, Glenn supports youth 

access to arts and athletics in Southern 

Arizona. 

Lendre Kearns has worked in arts 

management and marketing for 45 years 

including stints with Broadway in Tucson, 

The Guthrie Theatre, the Royal Winnipeg 

Ballet, and many more. She has facilitated 

retreats and arts management workshops 

in the U.S., Canada, England, and Australia 

as well as holding teaching positions at 

Goucher College, the University of 

Toronto, and Thunder Bay Community 

College. Lendre is a self-described "arts 

dilletante/worker bee" serving on boards 

and volunteering her services for a broad 

range of arts-related not-for-profits. 

Brad Richter is co-founder of Lead Guitar 

and a former international concert artist. 

He holds a master's degree in guitar and 

composition from the Royal College of 

Music. Brad's artistic legacy includes 

winning the International Fingerstyle Guitar 

and International Composer's Guild 

Competitions, nearly one-thousand 

concerts in North America and Europe and 

innumerable appearances on NPR's 

Performance Today. As a performer, 

composer and educator he has 

collaborated with Broadway legend Ben 

Vereen and a host of Grammy-winners 

including the Pacifica Quartet, David 

Finckel and the Phoenix Chorale. 

Tim Miklaucic is the CEO of Cordoba Music Group, 

Inc., a global guitar manufacturer, distributor and 

retailer based in Santa Monica, CA Divisions 

include Cordoba Guitars, Guild Guitars and Guitar 

Salon International which represents the best 

vintage and master-built contemporary nylon-string 

guitars in the world. Tim has been a NAMM 

member since 2003 and is also a member of the 

Alliance of Independent Music Merchants. In 2010 

Tim founded the GSI Foundation, to promote music 

education in the public school system. 

A native Tucsonan, Joe Millstone taught science 

and math in the gifted and talented middle-school 

program in TUSD for six years. In the mid-1980s, He 

became a commercial real estate broker with CB 

Richard Ellis and Grubb and Ellis for ten years 

apiece before becoming a consultant. In 2001, Joe 

earned the coveted CCIM Designation for 

Commercial Investment Real Estate. Joe maintains 

an active role in the Avanim Rock Band at Temple 

Ema nu El in Tucson. Joe is a competitive swimmer, 

triathlete, and dedicated grandfather, splitting his 

time between Tucson and Los Angeles. 

Diane Quevedo served as a teacher, Title I Project 

Assistant and Elementary Principal for a total of 38 

years in Tucson Unified School District. Schools 

included Safford, Carrillo, Drachman Primary Magnet, 

Grijalva, and Bloom where as Principal she partnered 

with lead Guitar to pioneer a new model for the 

program which trained all K-5 classroom teachers in 

the school to play and teach guitar to their own class. 

Seeing lead Guitar "put a smile on students' faces 

and hope in the hearts" inspired Diane to join the 

lead Guitar Board when she retired. 

Marc Sandroff is co-founder of lead Guitar and 

Managing Director of Cadre Partners, LLC, an 

alternative investment and management services 

firm. Over the last 30 years, he has been involved 

with numerous entrepreneurial companies as 

President and a founding member of their 

management teams. Along the way, he has worked 

with over 70 operating companies, participated in 

more than 120 real estate ventures, and has 

consistently demonstrated his ability to fuel a 

company's growth and optimal performance. Marc 

credits his mastery of the classical guitar in his late 

teens for building the determination and focus 

needed to become a successful businessman. 

Theresa Seifert graduated with a Bachelor of 

Science degree in Elementary Education with a 

certification in Special Education from Minnesota 

State University - Moorhead and Master's Degree in 

Educational Leadership from Northern Arizona 

University. After a decade of public school teaching, 

Theresa earned her law degree from the University 

of Arizona College of Law in 2005 and has 

represented Child Protective Services, clerked for 

the Arizona Court of Appeals, and currently 

practices with the Vescio law Firm in the areas of 

family, juvenile, and employment law. 

https://www.leadguitar.org/board


Finances 
July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020 

Assets 
BANK AND INVESTMENT ACCOUNTS $192,438.11 

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE $16,500.00 

OTHER CURRENT ASSETS $3,582.87 

TOTAL ASSETS $212,520.98 

Equity 
RESTRICTED NET ASSETS $41,000.00 

UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS $82,272.90 

NET REVENUE $-26,264, 13 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY $212,520.98 

Liabilities 
DEFERRED INCOME $78,480.00 

PAYROLL TAXES PAYABLE $1,192.21 

PPP LOAN $35,940.00 

TOTAL LIABILITIES $115,612.21 

Income 
FOUNDATION CONTRIBUTIONS $165,216 

BOARD CONTRIBUTIONS $40,239 

INDIVIDUAL AND BUSINESS $73,712 

SCHOOL SERVICE FEES $21,400 

CITY/COUNTY/STATE/FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 

$50,300 

TRIBAL CONTRIBUTION $3,600 

STATE/REGIONAL AGENCY FUNDING $44,500 

IN-KIND $16,200 

INTEREST-SAVINGS, SHORT TERM CD $2,295 

TOTAL INCOME $417,462 
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Expenses 
PERSONNEL 

Program Related $346,615 

Admin Related $41,563 

TRAVEUPER DIEM $16,195 

PRODUCTION, EVENT AND COVID 19 RELATED 

COSTS $8,461 

OPERATIONS AND OFFICE EXPENSES $30,992 

TOTAL EXPENSES $443,826 

NET REVENUE $ -26,356 
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