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Paw Segment 

 
Purpose of paw segment: 

The paw segment provides direct contact of the device to the ground, allowing control over unwanted 
rotation of a patient’s limb in their device. Without a paw segment, the patient’s paw would contact the ground 
first and move the limb within the device.  Such movement increases the risk of friction or pressure sores and 
soft tissue strains. 

 
Orthotic devices are generally shipped with the paw locked out provide the most supporting and 

restrictive movement initially. 
 

Circumstances requiring a paw segment: 
- Short metacarpal/metatarsal bones relative to the antebrachium (area from elbow to carpus) or crus (area 

from stifle to tarsus). 
- Severe hyperextension of carpus or tarsus. 
- Instability on more than one place (sagittal, frontal, or transverse). 
- Large or multiple dew claws. 
- Digit (toe) amputations. 
- Loss of digital flexor tendon function. 
- Wounds associated with the paw. 

 
Circumstances that allow removal of a paw segment: 

In some cases, paw segment removal is possible! With recovery of digital dorsiflexion, significant 
improvements in primary pathology, or functional healing of fractured bones, it is possible to remove the paw 
segment 

 
Please contact an OrthoPets Specialist for advice before attempting to remove a paw segment. 
 

Pedestal and wedge management: 
Pedestals and wedges are used to accommodate restricted toes, with the goal being to improve the paw's 

range of motion over time through rehabilitation and toe stretches. Your veterinarian can regularly assess the 
paw range of motion to remove the external wedge(s) and allow articulation until the pet’s paw returns to a 
normal standing paw angle. https://vimeo.com/album/2481214/video/41678346 

 
The pedestal also gives the toes some added grip inside the paw segment and can remain in the paw 

segment for the life of the device if the patient does not have any issues associated with it. 
 
Digital extension ROM stretches are recommended, as appropriate to pathology, to enable pedestal or 

wedge removal. https://vimeo.com/140742210 
 

Motion-limiting strap management: 
Each time you remove a layer of external wedge you will need to readjust the motion-limiting strap to 

the new paw angle. The dacron strap located at the caudal/rear of the paw segment will have holes in it for 
control of digital/toe range of motion. 

 


