
Whānau raising children in te reo Māori (across all ages)
Fluent speakers
Active reo Māori learners
Rangatahi (15-24 years) 

Factual and Unscripted Reality Series
Scripted Comedy and Drama Series
Tamariki Series
Series that cater to the needs and preferences of fluent speakers

We are seeking proposals for content that supports the outcomes of Our Plan
for Success, Te Huapae. 

Our target audiences are:

Our content priorities are:

The minimum expectation is 30% te reo Māori for all commissioned kaupapa. 
We take a digital-first approach to all content and will prioritise reo Māori
kaupapa and projects where Whakaata Māori is the primary platform. 

You can find the full calendar of Whakaata Māori commissioning and funders’
deadlines on our website. Proposals for our content priorities can be submitted
for consideration at any time throughout the 2023 calendar year. 

Mauri oho, mauri tū, mauri ora!

Whakaata Māori is the national indigenous media organisation in Aotearoa, New
Zealand that is dedicated to promoting, revitalising and normalising te reo Māori.
We have a digital-first and audience-led approach to make and share quality
programs.

Our vision:

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

KIA ORA TE IWI MĀORI
MĀORI ARE THRIVING

MŌ WHAKAATA MĀORI

Ranga kaupapa, the content team at Whakaata Māori, contributes to this vision
by commissioning engaging, entertaining and relevant content for our platforms.

TĒNEI KAUPAPA

2023

WHAKAPĀ MAI: proposals@maoritelevision.com

https://www.whakaatamaori.co.nz/producer-information
https://www.whakaatamaori.co.nz/producer-information
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DOCU-SERIES/FACTUAL 
Whakaata Māori is seeking proposals for documentary series and ideas
that aim to make a social impact and capture the hearts of audiences. 

We are interested in kaupapa that explore themes of reo revitalization,
identity, culture, history, social issues, and intergenerational transmission.
We will consider all ideas, but are particularly interested in those that are
provocative and kaupapa driven. 

Ideas should be suitable for a prime-time, half-hour or one-hour format,
and should be suitable for at least three episodes. They can be
standalone episodic or serial. 

We welcome both production-ready ideas and development projects.

UNSCRIPTED REALITY/OBS-DOC

Whakaata Māori is seeking proposals for series that reflect the diverse
and vibrant nature of our people, land, and culture. 

The series can be in any genre - lifestyle, travel, autobiographical, music,
urban or rural - as long as they are grounded by everyday Māori
characters who are driving the core of the narrative. 

Ideas should be suitable for a prime-time, half-hour or one-hour format
and be able to sustain at least six episodes. They can be standalone
episodic or serial. 

We are only seeking production-ready ideas.

For factual/unscripted projects that are asking for
significant platform investment, priority will be given to
reo Māori projects and where Whakaata Māori is the
primary platform. We recommend that these proposals
are sent for consideration well before the full proposal
deadline.

WHAKAPĀ MAI: proposals@maoritelevision.com
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TŌKU REO, TŌKU OHOOHO

Whakaata Māori is looking for ideas that serve our youngest, nohinohi (0-4
years), audience. And their parents!

We're interested in series that cater to the aspirations of whānau and the
specific learning needs of our mokopuna that are engaging enough to hold
their attention. We're open to any genre of edutainment, everything from
interactive shows to sing-along and musicals, to shows that help teach
early reading and numeracy skills.
 
Ideas should suit a short-form, up to 10 minute format, that's broad
enough to sustain at least ten episodes. Stories can be standalone
episodic or serial. 

We are seeking production ready ideas only.

TŌKU REO, TŌKU MĀPIHI MAUREA

Whakaata Māori is looking for stories that illustrate the world of our
tamariki (6-9 years).

We're interested in series that reflect their interests; the world is their
oyster. The series can be in any genre e.g. lifestyle, travel,
autobiographical, music, urban or rural. It can be any format: scripted
comedy or drama, factual or reality. But it has to be fun to watch.

Ideas should suit a short-form, up to 10 minute format, that's broad
enough to sustain at least ten episodes. Stories can be standalone
episodic or serial. 

We are seeking production ready ideas only.

All tamariki content sits within or dedicated tamariki
programming, Tamariki Hā. Preference will be given to
fluent te reo Māori series.

For kaupapa seeking multi platform support, we
recommend these projects are sent for consideration
well before the full proposal deadline.

My language is my awakening

My language is the window to my soul

WHAKAPĀ MAI: proposals@maoritelevision.com
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SCRIPTED COMEDY
Whakaata Māori is looking for its next prime-time, half-hour, popular
comedy series. 

We are open to a range of styles including sketch, sitcom, and comedy
drama. The series should have a strong Māori voice with Māori characters
at the center. 

Ideas should be suitable for at least six episodes, and can be standalone
episodic or part of a series arc. 

We welcome both production-ready ideas and development projects.

SCRIPTED DRAMA
Whakaata Māori is seeking proposals for evocative television drama with
powerful stories, compelling characters, and high stakes emotions. 

The genre can be anything, as long as it is grounded in authentic Māori
perspectives and suitable for a prime-time, half-hour or one-hour format. 

Ideas should be suitable for at least three episodes, and can be
standalone episodic or part of a series arc. 

We welcome both production-ready ideas and development projects.

Preference will be given to those with proven experience and skills in the
proposed genre.

For scripted projects that require an extended
development process, such as feature content or multi-
platform partnerships, we recommend that proposals
are sent for consideration well before the full proposal
deadline.
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CONTRACTING
Whakaata Māori has reviewed its process around contracts, specifically
the raising of the Broadcast Commitments (BC) and License to Broadcast
Agreements (LBA) for commissioned projects.

The CE approved the removal of the BC from the process.
Producers will no longer be required to complete and sign a BC. All
funded projects will go straight to LBA. We estimate this will reduce
present contractual wait periods.

For clarity, we still provide producers with our letter of support for
funding submissions, which outline our terms and conditions. Once
funding is confirmed, we will ask producers to revise the details of their
proposal and go straight to LBA.

Effective immediately, we have removed the BC from our contracting
process.

2023

WHAKAPĀ MAI
All proposals should be sent to: proposals@maoritelevision.com 

Ngā Kaikōkiri Kaupapa: 

tony@comedia.co.nz; kath.akuhatabrown@maoritelevision.com 

Pou Kaitaonga: jaime.smith@maoritelevision.com

Mātanga Mana Kaupapa: lisa.clements@maoritelevision.com

Tumu Whakatairanga: natalie.sharp@maoritelevision.com 

Tumu Whakaraupapa: manukaroa.anderson@maoritelevision.com

Tāhuhu Kaupapa: maramena.roderick@maoritelevision.com 
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