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Earlier this year, we asked readers on our Maine 
Homes website if they had a room whose design they 
were particularly proud of, a house with head-turning 
curb appeal, or an impressively landscaped yard. The 
kicker: Did they think Martha Stewart would agree?

Dozens of confident souls came forth, submitting 
161 entries across five professional and five amateur 
categories in our inaugural Maine Homes Design 
Awards contest: curb appeal, living and/or dining 
room, kitchen, bath, and landscaping. Over 4,000 
visitors also viewed our online gallery, casting votes 
to pick a Reader’s Choice winner in each category. 
And it was all for a good cause: Fifteen percent of the 
net proceeds we collected from entry fees will go to 
the Maine chapters of Habitat for Humanity.

“I was so impressed by the number, quality, and variety 
of entries and how entrants attempted to integrate 
functionality and local materials into their designs,” 
says Stewart, who blindly judged the competition 
along with four other industry heav y weights: 
designer Angela Adams, architectural photographer 
Trent Bell, interior designer Loi Thai, and architect 
Carter Williams. Congratulations to the winners who 
submitted the 10 standout projects shown on the 
following pages. And to all the entrants, thank you for 
sharing your hard work with us. 
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RUSS TYSON SAYS: This home’s main living 
space is elongated north to south and 
includes oversized doors on opposing sides. 
To the east, the preferred view — with its 
stretch of field and cherished pitch pine 
in the foreground — takes center stage. 
This expansive panorama is made more 
spectacular with the inclusion of its western-
oriented counterpart. Here, an intimate 
courtyard, with a native pitch pine backdrop, 
offers shelter from aggressive afternoon 
winds. The progression from the east-facing 
field, to the living space, to the west-facing 
courtyard allows the family to follow the 
path of the sun throughout the day. At the 
southern end of the living space, a screened 
porch offers shelter on buggy days. Outside, 
an oceanfront patio with a fire pit affords 
marshmallow toasts and stargazing.

LOI THAI SAYS: This project has such 
perfect harmony. There is a wonderful 
relationship between inside and out, as all 
the windows and doors bring the natural 
beauty of Maine indoors. The décor and 
architecture also complement each other 
beautifully without one overpowering the 
other. The living and dining spaces are 
layered and inviting. 

PROJECT ARCHITECT:  
Russ Tyson

PROJECT TEAM:  
Rob Whitten, Will Fellis

GENERAL CONTRACTOR:  
Wright-Ryan Homes 

INTERIOR DESIGNER:  
Cole Design

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT:  
Richardson & Associates

LANDSCAPING CONTRACTOR:  
Gnome Landscape, Design, Masonry 
& Maintenance

LIGHTING DESIGNER:  
Greg Day Lighting

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER:  
Albert Putnam Associates

PROFESSIONAL LIVING 
AND/OR DINING ROOM
Spurwink Retreat, Scarborough
WHITTEN ARCHITECTS




