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Se’if 1

TAZ:

X Any amount of Maayan
water is sufficient to purify
vessels (provided that they can
be completely immersed in the
water).

X* Washing one’s self by hand,
as well as pouring water over

oneself, doesn't make one pure

SHACH:

§ Rain water purifies; a spring
is not necessary

Dug wells qualify as ‘a spring’

=l All waters connected to the
stream of a Maayan can be
combined to reach 40 Se’ah

2 A mere drop missing from 40
Se’ah disqualifies the Mikvah

The full 40 Se'ah is required
even for someone who can
completely immerse in less

water

1 The varying amounts of
Etzba'os mentioned in the Beis
Yosef are simply different forms

SIMAN 201

he Halachos of a Mikvah and its
waters. Includes 75 se’ifim

Tevila is only when completely immersed in a Mikvah or
Maayan containing 40 Seah / How to calculate the 40 Seah
/ Size of the structure containing the water

A woman is not elevated from her impurity by washing
herself in a bathhouse; xeven if all the waters of the
world will pass over her, she remains impure, and one
will receive Kares for having relations with her, until she
immerses her entire body, at once, tin the waters of a
Mikvah, x*gor a Maayan (spring) which has g forty seah

of water.

The measurement of this amount of water is an amah by
an amah, by the height of three amos - squared, this is
calculated using amos of six tefachim and half an etzba.
If the water container is wider than an amah, and is not
as high as three amos, it is Kosher, provided that she - the
one immersing in it, can cover her entire body in the water
at once. And the geometric value of the water’s area
must add up to 144,118.5 etzba’os.

The size of the pit in which the water is contained must
be larger than this above mentioned amount, so that when
the one immersing in it enters the Mikva, and the water
automatically rises, there still remains 40 seah of water in
the pit and does not flow out of it, leaving less than that in the
Mikvah.

of calculating the same 40 Se’ah, one using wider fingers than others

O Se’ifl O



10 1PN
,0°Nw3 "n
om x¥"R1

on

mxa
ol 01N
07 1ma 1"un

mm 7
1"unn
oI
0°970%8N
0’1 112Wn?

W~ 7om
2109

0"n Murw
a2 11mn
noonnn?
mnaa

T 1prun

"0

20 mnawn
MDaxx
o'xamn
on *1a
oW Nme
,0'n 20
‘RU PN
RRRETY)
mpaxxa
‘'R Mpmo
maxima

3 noonaw

XY ,RPU? NP DOBWR 0 W D Mpn WA X
XPX 0”1 O IR PRY 070 O PRY D DY
Mo LA AP XY L@n on 2 2n07) LA
20%) M3 YN O DYINw MR PN 00D

oy wy (7
0”7 mAam P
JwIn nen owa
0 1727 NAWN
W 3 YR
™1 oamy Jwopwn
oxw  ynwn'  Aov
™My DoWwn  oonn

PRY 5T R PUYn
™ ounn Dpn Dwa
93 I3nw) Pax RO
RN Pl yiafa) /A e Aty
7220 ,AXD "M 07 MO
AW W OPn Y
72 12 noann Havin
XD 7Y P9y Pa DX
JPRY NI anwh
JWDO9IT R
TRD B A XN LW
%> 7om OX YA
JAOY M2 ;oD X

VDY TIDIM N3N N 1D T N T IO am e

nwe ooy om B omhy Wy eNy [(R)]
AT AWM P 1D BY IR 2IND MW L0731
TPXY A%AT P70 PRI A%07 OX OYan XY INKRP
7 AW T Py Y DR RDR ,ID1 Yo
PR v PR Dym
X317 ,Avpn? orwh
W (X)) 2w XD
LOTRY W30 PYn
PPyn Inun o9o% Pax
290 Ma7e w99

N9 D
DDUD 'Y DY LN P T

YW PYD IN PRI DAN 733 P N0 Tan WN
P S ynn ST/ DM awn / o' Tl

QIS ENTNS PONDIES IO MNT PN

mANSIES Nm ey e ne 55 oy w5y sSvent el
MIP WA ® OR8N N3 e 55 Swmwmow Tp? 0N 10y o

JIND /DG DS L3 s INE®
DS NS4 s N wow o1 Sp miaw Sy omew mepeen
95 55 153 1WIC SN ST NI DNYS AN CSMY DTER M
Moy RIS AN NS5 1S 1P 55 niesnnd Mot aN e @
SPAEN ER T TS MIPSEN RTRY AON TR0 Amawns

o A Ty Ao 5913 mvam taw [aaimin T R w4
SIND B DR MRS DT INEM n5avn Disnwow

JIXPY TN 2D WM YUY PRIMY L2 UKD K7D DAY WY L1210 IR
AN YT TARTT DWA AW L4 STRANT P70 7Y AT 072010 NTIAY XN L3

D907 1D 'V MWNN YIXN XM T2XYT DY TR npnmwnw X7wan o npmw

PR N 0w MYAXN T3 KITW YANN XM MDY 1 N2 K Pawn Y X1 .6 .omT? a1 .5
oY R A9 oy oYK T NN A D12 NYANN 7N TN DY A2 WrOIRT YAXK XM
X XD ‘™ ninoa NI YANKT NPNwA 270 PT KD VAN w 0pYn T Myaxs
ol ,'l'?']}] ﬂ‘?’:U DNood 7Y D 'DInN LA "2 v WK ORNIN? 0NX

M IRD D RTW

WY WD 70 PYD MR 70 0 Py n73p 0 YR Py im0 o man wNy 7 :o°poem

27yMm APR K”H 2AND [0 N1 N30 733 20D 39 N0 MIPARR B RPN T Y XD D Y7 P2
DY MYAZR 773 WA NKR DY AHKw  MYAsR 773 RINW 0700 1 N2 AR 9N X0 Pwnm My
NPX KD 721 V7YPN DORYD 27y MYARR 27V W00 DIBK ‘3 0121 MYAZR YPn X NIVAsK 77
VIR XA 723V DY TN XOW  NPMw AnK JPYIT X7IWIT AnOw an b PV 17127 and X9 ,27yn
WAL MBR ‘3 0121 ,9°37 MYAIR 17N RITW O3 NIPASR 773 DY XM MYIAIR 773 KT IOKR DY ONKY
21T VAZR P27 O30 MIND VAR XM 7R 99K T7H TP ,302M D DOBYD XM A7V XM MYAIR 'Y
XD OOW  Mpmw MYasR1 PR [0 N°237 Y 0211 IR anow an? 0°IM0 A0 N°2aw 11317 PR
oIPn 9o DaAR AR PR TR O MI2RIY MYIIRI 1N XD PAR VAN C¥07 997 K2 3991 ,27yn PR
M0 Sw Dy L,(W7R) DOM0D 027V PID MDA PIBRTN LN’ X?1 MnD XY IR0 D Mywh a7y 9o
3012 ABK DY ABR Mpn o 7D 13 YIXR wWHIM YAIR XM O0PVARK 0171 0PYAIR DY OYIN
N7 771 °1TYNI LIRD M W NIPMWR IR ONT LRIT MYARI ORI 19 RO ‘1B 0N 1YL MInK

Se’if1 O

%7 1M
"2 T
170 17D
1R 0M
1™nun

anun 17on
w~31 0"?72



190
P71 171n0n

0iwd

7122 1"wap
T3 D IR

ST VANAY FTIDIAM SSNT KA 1D YT TN NP o s mew 4

MW ARRN YRY NPMY AN 7707 YAIN O30T 03 2Wwn? prTa Py X2 [0 nhaaw and 27y 7w
D1 Y7 MW 190M1 PR 091 1THYWI ,0°N0D 27V 2792 77N OWNA OX 07w w2 WwEn 19
JTPIR TTHW YR XA DY IPAWIW 0IWND TR O3 RIND KXY AR 0 Mpnt b pawnm Wi
IR 702 112771 KPR WPRT 01D MPYRAT RKISN? XKW1 0MAwn Yonw IRw onaT i v? wo Yax

yasx>  ww?  onb

NPIT DB I A AN VIR OB D WA JIWY XD TY AR
POLY 2T/ POV DY PYD SH NTY / IMNIWNI MWRP RAT - AM
PRI MP PRY DI / MPRD WT YD S 71N S onyan

DWIT NN MW PO WRYD I3 X217, ¢2TY T
SN YARKR O30 Y3

Mo amw M)
WD JMIwR2 (3)
RTPY DVIp o
T T By R M
077 OX1 ,02°20 WY
TRT L PMOD pRAM LPRmT wID) ,rSmr: ONSC mammaty 1y a7 .
YR WA L PYn R AR 1N DWW M (@01on 1081 0259 oowm MIYINR YHIN DUDYN

PRI PO 0D s ppysmsw pry oipn wIE) ANSENIOE XOR  axp b b xw

oM nInon mpn
1 ' o ,AmINn 1 P00 AYRT 0T YY YaR) ,(JMARR Xpn oonn N2 XM N2 a3nm

«(°yn x93 mnY on ox © mw P OR TR
RO 2"D T mpPD
o owan m% osm

?7 7M7Y D0°poIon

191,27V 7D 9T Naw DINA D71 ML .8 LMINIPRT D ML fwn L7 ;12141 1R]
XY TPYAT DN KNYAT KAYDY D@1 MNP Mabn ©70a 0Panan MaTa fxny NPP 2193 191 ,AX0
NP BNTY MWK XOX KIP) K Mpn Yax JMawKa pa pomma pa v Yoa Q7Y T A7) Pyl
V"D DA NWY .9 .NIPA TNOT Mpn "WIDN KM OKON TR PR OX D0 awyw 00 IR
PRT KM XY DW N2W 11 TPNNY MINKIPN TRV YKMWT MaNT Xon T pT Yo I R by
KT 121 DL YY 1@ PYMIE Yy PITY M TYn NIRRT 170 N mwnma
SV NN DX MON MWK V5 YaN Drn oM 1vaT ynNnY onan rwond
WD *HY3 MDA TMARTT OwA A 1D ANAN n > na oodx
XX OX1 KD 3 M

n"R DR 17 M XD
N3 T YY MPMwa IR T PIVa D°P0IDY DRAW MYIAZRY ANKT T2 KPPI ORI 0PI KPR LMIRNPD
ANOW WM MYAZR 17R 99K 770 1297 MW 0 AwWYNw Mz by YAz oxn men aw X7
531,971 MM AR NIRAT 0307 1 L MIVABK 7R PR TR YA MasIy 9% awn px 390 9anni
D°YYIn ‘2 JIRT 2N 77V D 1N NAWNA LL70 170 A7 A"pP 70 ‘2 PPn vhan nAwn1 VI L2 W
IR T NI MY PTHR 072n7 0w CNand 27Y7 0 WU IR UMY LOW P LABR PR 1P OTRD
K2 DAX 12 RIPI PN IR DR PIABN POION AW LD JMIWNI 1B MwR1 Pr v O»
25 DUDLBN DY DU3WNm 0 PID? T INAN’ PUYNA OV 07 OX AR NP D7 O W :phn jawd
™2 an3 11 ,PPYn YOI T RAM DDLRT PRY 9) MW W 07 P71 R PYRINT PR PR yewn
TNT RV 191 °Ya KD MY a3nn Yy Asnm YPDR MWK PvR'T ,woin vPya 9ol 77ax77 owa [ov
MWK WO? PR MY DUARW 00 POY 72 POV VMW YN N AN 72Un?  NINPHT Xnp 2702
AR AN LRIDR RIPR XY 170 7 WIDPWw wDII CPYa 9902w Y PIN DA aNwh RD TV [/Orn ynw
XN?MT RMMP ,0°0MITT DY DODLA 127 RHW PIBKRT XM 070 D0 27 YT PV PRINNT K12nonY
nwnn ,N1WIT K7 JPYIT 1IN0 KPP R, PRNT KA1 1PV OSNIY WK ORT 1D I OR IORP
PRLN RAT LRPT? PV PIRT NWH XD TV SJep nY PYaTI PIpn pID MndT XNynwml mMRpD

2170 730D PV A%An 023 071 N3 AT MO PYINT ‘2 P2 PN 00700 RNPIIRTY

NS N DR PDHRIT DY PANPNRC MR g pommn 1o

N0 7L mpn

TN 12D VM 1"0p WMWY PTIN DWA A L RNN7 0T

O Se'if2

an9n 177N
o1 n?2'nn
w”2
1MawRy
mMawr
i
1"01101
1"
RITT? DX
ANINN? TR
7D nxnna
xmn

R 0217
n“nn 2109

|



5 Siman 201

Se ’if2 Maayan water can be used for Tevilah whether it is
flowing or still, whereas rainwater; only when still / Mixture
of rainwater and water of a Maayan / When the majority is
rainwater / Using the river where there’s no Mikvah

TAZ: Water from a Maayan (spring) purifies even when
 Rainwater is only valid when flowing, (in a state called §Zochlin; water subject to
‘collected and still'in a Bor or with Zechila, meaning that it is running and not ‘collected and
something blocking their flow still’). Rainwater only purifies when ‘collected and 3 still’,
SHACH: (in a state called Ashboren; in a deep place where the
§ A Maayan is valid for Tevilah both water is collected), (but when flowing it is Possul Min
when flowing and when stil Hatorah, if it is not mixed with spring water).

&l Ashboren means ‘collected and still’

Were the flowing water to be ; mixed with Notfin, which
¢ It is not clear how to rule in a case
of mixed waters where there is exactly
the same amount of Notfin and Zochlin

O Seif2 O



Siman 201 6

TAZ: is rainwater, mit is all considered like Maayan water
3 Trumas Hadeshen asks why in regard to all Halachos. ; If however the Notfin is the
doesn't Zriyah (planting; majority, and the rainwater is more than the river it
pouring water in a way that rained into, the Maayan or river do not purify in its
makes it fit for Tevilah) . .

remover the Psul of Zchila? flowing state, only when still. One therefore needs to
It can remove the Psul of surround himself with a ‘Mapatz, (meaning, like a mat),
She’uvin.

Trumas Hadeshen: Unlike

She’uvin, the reason for this Psul is not that it was disconnected, therefore connecting it won't help.

Bach: She’uvin isn’t a Psul Min HaTorah as Zchila is.

Zriya does help for the Psul of Zchila, only by rivers there’s an added reason for concern; the water at the riverbanks are not connected
Halachically [since they are swelled by rainwater] and one can mistakenly Tovel there.

SHACH:

f¥ It seems from the Mechaber that when the majority is Maayan water one can immerse there while Zochlin even in the places where
the river was not originally flowing before the rainwater entered, but most Poskim disagree and only allow immersing within the river’s

original boundaries

Even according to those who are lenient and consider all rivers to have a majority of Maayan water, one should be stringent and immerse
only within the original boundaries of the river

O Seif2 O
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TAZ:

7 One should be stringent and
not Tovel in a river because of
the concern that the majority

of its water is Notfin
SHACH:

=0 Water which flowed from
the mountains but is now

‘collected and still” is a valid
Mikvah

"} The lenient opinion allows
immersing in a river all year in

its flowing state

& Even when the river has
noticeably multiplied tenfold
from what it was originally, it’s
kosher for immersion because
the majority is still from the
spring at the source

TAZ:

7% The reason for the
leniency is because the main
swelling of the river is from its

underground source
SHACH:

18l Where there is a Kosher
Mikvah one should only
immerse in a river if it’s
obviously not swollen by

rainwater

Se’if 3

Siman 201

or the likes, in the mixed river, = until the water stands
still, and then one may Tovel in it.

[RAMA'S HAGAHA]: 1 And the correct thing is to be

stringent and not allow Tevilah in a mixed river.

But there are those who allow gimmersing in rivers all
year round, even during times of rainfall and periods
of the melting snow, mwhen the Notfin - the rain and
melted snow, are more than the Zochlin - the spring water
in the river, because they hold that the main growth of and
the majority of the river’s water +is from its source - the
spring beneath. This was the common practice in most
areas E where there was no Mikvah to use, and one should
not protest those who practice this leniency, because they
have whom to rely on.

However, one should beware not to immerse in a stream
that is completely formed by rainwater, and when there is
no rainwater it ceases completely, even though other rivers
enter and combine with it during the seasons of rain, and
it's formed through them as well, since the river ceases
completely when there’s no rain. It is thus forbidden to
immerse in it even when in its flowing state, until the
water is ‘collected and still. But a river that does not
cease to flow even when not raining even though it swells
when it does rain, it is permitted to immerse in any place
in it, according to the opinions of those who are lenient,
as well according to the abovementioned common practice.

Shewvin (drawn) water is invalid / In case of doubt it

depends if the invalidity is Min Hatorah or MiDerabanan

O Seif3 O

The forty Se’ah mentioned as the amount necessary for
a Mikvah, must not be She’uvin (drawn), for if they are
She’uvin, they are invalid.



Se’if 4
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[RAMA'S HAGAHA]: And if the entire Mikvah is
She’uvin, it is invalid Min HaTorah, and when theres a
doubt that there might be a majority of the necessary water that is
She’uvin, we are stringent. However, when most of the necessary
water for a Mikvah is ‘Kosher, and only a minority of it is
She'uvin, it is only invalid MiDerabanan, and when in
doubt that there might be only a minority of the necessary water
that is She'uvin, we are lenient.

Trusting a non-Jew / Assuming that the Mikvah was

filled properly

TAZ:

1 A non-Jew is not trusted even
in regard to a Derabanan, and

is only believed here because
the majority of the required
amount was Kosher and the
minority must have entered with
Hamshacha (flowing before
entering the Mikvah, which
makes it kosher).

When there is a possibility
for the non-Jew to add water
directly [without Hamshacha]
we don’t trust him even if we
know that the Mikvah was

originally complete.
SHACH:

{if] The Bach rules that even in
regard to a complete Mikvah a
non-Jew is only “trusted” if the
Mikvah was locked to prevent

him from entering freely.

This is only in regard to when
there is reason to assume the non-
Jew would benefit from changing
the water, we don’t assume he
would do it out of spite.

il According to the Mechaber it
must be that the Mikvah was

A Mikvah which belongs to a non-Jew, who receives
payment from the people who use it; one cannot trust
the non-Jew in regard to it, @ unless it is certain that §
there is (always) at least 5 21 Se’ah of Kosher water in
the Mikvah.

[RAMA'S HAGAHA]: Because the majority of the required
amount is Kosher, we are lenient when in doubt.

A Mikvah which was known to us to be incomplete, and
is now found full with the complete amount of water necessary,
and we do not know who filled it and if it was done in a valid
way, if it already had in it the majority of the necessary
amount, meaning it had in it at least 21 Seah, then we
are lenient and assume its Kosher, and if it did not have
the majority of the necessary amount that was certainly
Kosher, which poses a Sfeika Deoraisa (a doubt regarding a
biblical law), then, if there is reason to consider that a non-
Jew may have filled it in order to bathe in it, it is Posul,
(as implied in Tosefta), and if not and there is no reason to
consider that, and it’s certain that a Jew filled it to Tovel in
it, it is Kosher, being that the majority of those that deal
with a Mikvah and work to make it Kosher are fluent in

locked and that the only way for the minority of the water to enter was by means of Hamshacha, the Rama who disqualifies Hamshacha if

it’s not on the ground, relies on Sfeika Derabanan to permit such a Mikvah.

O Selif4 O
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ZE A single Jewish witness is believed
over a non-Jew saying otherwise, even
if the non-Jew is merely giving over
his knowledge of the situation without
understanding the implication of his
testimony.

Siman 201

its laws, and it is certain that it was done in a Kosher
way.

And certainly if the Jew is before us and claiming that
he filled it in a Kosher way, he is trusted, being that it is
in his capability to do it properly, and in such situations
a single witness is believed in regard to Issurin (Torah
prohibitions), as mentioned earlier in Siman 127, and see
the matter discussed later toward the end of the Siman.

Se’if S The status of oceans / A detached wave’ from the ocean /
Immersing in suspended water

TAZ:

1 We cannot derive from here
that a Maayan also requires 40
Se’ah, because this amount is
simply needed to cover a person
entirely at once.

1 Tevilah in the air is not valid
because it’s not similar to the
Maayan or Mikvah specified in
the Torah.

SHACH:

= Here we require the full 40
Se’ah even for Keilim since the
water is disconnected from its

source.

O SeifS O

All oceans have the status of Maayan water; they can
purify even while “Zochlin’ [flowing].

i Therefore, a wave that is detached from the ocean, &
and it contains 40 Se’ah, and it falls on a person or on
vessels that need to be purified, it is considered a valid
Tevilah.

However if one immerses in the wave while it is : in the
air, before it falls to the ground - even though it has
in it 40 Se’ah - or if one were to throw a vessel into
the wave which is arced like a dome and theres space
between it and the ground, it is not considered a valid
Tevilah.





