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Krias Hatorah




Fundamental Categories
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Takana of Congregational Torah Reading

Fundamental Categories
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“They went three days in the wilderness, and found no water”
(Shemos 15:22). Those who interpret verses metaphorically said
that water here is referring to nothing other than Torah, as it is
stated metaphorically, concerning those who desire wisdom: “Ho,
everyone who thirsts, come for water” (Yeshaya 55:1). The
passuk means that since the Jews traveled for three days without
hearing any Torah they became weary, and therefore the
prophets among them arose and instituted for them that they
should read from the Torah each Shabbos, and pause on Sunday,
and read again on Monday, and pause on Tuesday and
Wednesday, and read again on Thursday, and pause on Shabbos
eve, so they would not tarry three days without hearing the
Torah.



Moshe Rabbeinu
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Takana of Congregational Torah Reading

Ezra’s addition

Moses Rabbeinu ordained that the Jews
should read the Torah publicly on Shabbos
and on Monday and Thursday mornings, so
the people would never have three days
pass without hearing the Torah.

Ezra ordained that the Torah be read
during mincha on Shabbos, because of the
shopkeepers. He also ordained that on
Mondays and Thursdays, three people
should read from the Torah, and that they
should read no fewer than ten pesukim.




Reading from Torah scroll




Takana of Congregational Torah Reading

Number of aliyos — based on day’s sanctity
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Moshe ordained for the
Jewish people to read the
Torah on Shabbos, Yom Tov,
Rosh Chodesh, and Chol
Hamoed, as the passuk says,
“Moshe told the Jewish
people of Hashem’s
festivals.”



Takana of Congregational Torah Reading

Number of aliyos — based on day’s sanctity

On Rosh Chodesh and on Chol
Hamoed, four people read from the
21w T P78 Torah... This is the principle: Any day
on which there is an additional
Sw oo owmin cwxaa  offering  sacrificed  in the  Beis
. ayaax pp - yin . Hamikdosh and that is not a Yom Tov,
non 12 ww 93 :Hvan - 1-e., Rosh Chodesh and Chol Hamoed,
AyaIR pp ok four people read from the Torah; on a
=mem _ iy gy YOM Tov, five people read; on Yom
=ww _ 9005 011 Kippur, six  people read; and on
=yaw - nawa  Shabbos, seven people read.
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Takana of Congregational Torah Reading

~ AR Number of aliyos — based on day’s sanctity

Added kedusha — musaf

Added kedusha -
more melachos prohibited

3 aliyos

4 aliyos

5 aliyos

6 aliyos

7 aliyos

Monday, Thursday, Fasts, Chanuka




Number of aliyos — based on day’s sanctity

Mincha of Shabbos










Nature of Takana and to Whom It Applies

An individual’s obligation
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nnoiw 1’ Once a Torah scroll has 27 nww 27 Rav Sheishes would turn his face away
- 7n w0 been  opened, it s ,0 ek from the Torah while it was being read
100? ToX  prohibited to converse, 1772 1N: X and study. He said: We are engaged in
7272 "X even about a matter of MT°727°81 - ours, the study of the Oral Torah and

o7 halacha. w they are engaged in theirs, listening to

the Written Torah.

?




An individual’s obligation




Nature of Takana and to Whom It Applies

An individual’s obligation — view of Shulchan Aruch
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Once the reader began reading from the Torah, it is forbidden to speak even words of Torah,
and even between one aliya and the next.

Shulchan Aruch adds (as understood by Yabia Omer): Since individual isn’t obligated to hear,
study is permitted in any of these cases:

But he concludes:
"N 200 QYMIWDI INYT 7127 ,1°71272 pIPTNY I NPwIen Poaw ,11o1m”

It is proper that for all the parshiyos, it is fitting for one who is scrupulous
to pay attention and hear them from the reader.




An individual’s obligation — view of Shulchan Aruch
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Individual is obligated to hear these



It Applies

An individual’s obligation — view of Mishna Berura

When he is in shul:
He is obligated to listen and not study




= _ 3 aliyos




Reading on Monday and Thursday
3 aliyos

If there are 2 chassanim who are both Yisraelim

Rama Acharonim




Reading on Monday and Thursday

Kohen Levi Yisrael
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27 "27 XN The school of R. D237 9N mnN" “He gave it to
"nwTP" OXYNY” Yishmael taught: “You "1%°12 the  Kohanim,
TTPA 73T 232 shall sanctify  him,” the descendants
WK1 mMND? —  giving a priest priority of Levi...”

NN NWRI 127 for every matter of
NWRT 19”1 sanctity: To open the
discussion in the study
hall first, to recite the
blessing of Birkas
Hamazon first, and to
take a fine portion at a
meal first



If Kohen forgoes honor

Kohen has option to forgo his honor by matters of sanctity

He may not forgo —

to prevent conflict




Reading on Monday and Thursday

If Kohen forgoes honor

When Kohen forgoes his honor

The gabbai shouldn’t say: 1712 X2 I°K
Rather: 1707 MwO2

Some say: Kohen should leave room




Prioritizing Kohen and Levi

Unlettered Kohen

Rishonim differ as to who comes first when Kohen
Is unlettered and Yisrael is Torah scholar




If Kohenisn’t able to go up




If Kohenisn’t able to go up




Kohen entered after Yisrael began bracha

He should wait by side and Kohen should be called




Prioritizing Kohen and Levi

When no Kohen present

Levi or Yisrael may be called > Say: "[na nipnma”

) Don’t call Levi afterwards
(so latecomers don’t think that the Yisrael is a Kohen)

Called Yisrael

If Yisrael is more knowledgeable ) Yisrael takes precedence over Levi.




Prioritizing Kohen and Levi

When no Levi present

Original Kohen should be called again in place of Levi




When no Levi present

Call Levi instead



Prioritizing Kohen and Levi

Calling Kohen or Levi from fourth aliya onward

Mechaber (Sefardic custom) Rama Acharonei Ashkenaz

Kohen or Levi shouldn’t be
called again besides for last
added aliya or maftir

Two Kohanim may not be called
consecutively without interruption nﬂ-"'! P iy D
agrees (e.g. Yisrael, Kaddish, or separate Torah)
Nt VTSR

Everyone




Prioritizing Kohen and Levi

Calling Kohen or Levi from fourth aliya onward

When needed (e.g. on Simchas Torah)
we may rely on Mechaber’s view

Preferable to follow this order:




Calling Kohen or Levi from fourth aliya onward

Kohen may not be called for final aliya in first Torah
since it doesn’t complete the day’s obligation




Fundamental Categories

Thus, a Kohen in middle of shiva shouldn’t be called up




Decree because of latecomers and those who leave early

We may not end an aliya within 3 pesukim to beginning
or end of a parsha (paragraph)




Not to Leave Over Less Than 3 Pesukim in a Parsha

Decree because of latecomers and those who leave early

They instituted:

Not to end an aliya within Not to end an aliya within
3 pesukim to end of a parsha 3 pesukim to beginning of a parsha

So those who leave early won't So latecomers won’t think that

aliya only had those two pesukim

think that the next aliya will be
less than 3 pesukim




What if the reader mistakenly ended within 3 pesukim to end?

Begin next aliya earlier, at 3
pesukim from end of paragraph.




Not to Leave Over Less Than 3 Pesukim in a Parsha

Situations when there is no concern
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Not to Leave Over Less Than 3 Pesukim in a Parsha

Situations when there is no concern
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© NottoLeave Over Less Than 3 Pesukim na Parsha

Situations when there is no concern
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