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Presentation Structure

⚫ Diversity and inclusion

⚫ My research – fundamental to applied

⚫ Collaborations – cross disciplinary

⚫ Collaborations – cross sector

⚫ Gender diversity

⚫ Global examples

⚫ Australian examples

⚫ What can you do?
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Diversity
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https://www.smartcompany.com.au/people-human-resources/diversity-better-decision-making/



Diversity & Inclusion
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https://youngelem.cusd.com/IDAC.aspx



Diversity
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https://research.phoenix.edu/research-centers/center-workplace-diversity-and-inclusion-research



My research
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Wearable Technology – A Timeline
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https://www.raconteur.net/technology/history-of-wearable-technology



Wearing the Future | Transparent Unbreakable Electronics
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High-Performance Oxide Layers Stretchable PolymersConventional Electronics

& +



Wearing the Future | Transparent Unbreakable Electronics
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Wearing the Future | Transparent Unbreakable Electronics
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Cross-Disciplinary & Cross-sector Collaboration
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Cross-sector collaboration
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Industry Linkages | Aged care
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Aged care - considerations
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https://www.visualcapitalist.com/massive-world-map-redrawn-based-country-populations/

⚫ Borrowed lessons?

⚫ Cultural differences

⚫ Gender differences?

⚫ Manufacturability

⚫ User interactions?



Industry Linkages | Personalised diet and skin health
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Skin care - considerations
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https://www.refinery29.com/en-us/men-women-skin-difference; https://theconversation.com/new-colour-change-wristbands-help-you-balance-too-much-sun-vs-not-enough-no-matter-your-skin-tone-103754 

⚫ Skin tone 

⚫ UV exposure

⚫ Gender differences?



Cross-disciplinary 
collaboration
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Collaborations with Design
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Facett is inspired by the mineralogy collection at Museums Victoria, it’s crystalline form seeks to destigmatise hearing aids

Dr Leah Heiss, Co-Director RMIT Wearables and Sensing Network



Biomarker devices
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Biomarker devices | Iterative approaches and natural forms
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Drawing from natural forms and employing an iterative approach this diagnostic stick provides feedback on heart health



Biomarker devices
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Gender diversity
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Gender diversity
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UN Women and Women in STEM Decadal Plan



Athena SWAN UK
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https://www.ecu.ac.uk/equality-charters/athena-swan/2018-statistics/



Athena SWAN UK
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https://www.ecu.ac.uk/equality-charters/athena-swan/2018-statistics/



Athena SWAN UK
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https://www.ecu.ac.uk/equality-charters/athena-swan/2018-statistics/



Numbers in Australia
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https://www.atse.org.au/news-and-events/article/women-in-stem-at-a-glance/



STEM Workforce – Now and Future
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Women in STEM Decadal Plan
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Australian initiatives
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What can you do?
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http://www.theinclusionsolution.me/equity-vs-equality-eliminating-opportunity-gaps-education/

⚫ Recognise the importance of diversity – champion change

⚫ Inclusive language - pronouns

⚫ Team building – Inclusion

⚫ Meeting timings

⚫ Recruitment

⚫ Balanced panels

⚫ Bias training

⚫ Assessment relative to opportunity

⚫ Grant assessments



What can you do?
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https://me.me/i/if-you-want-to-mqke-if-through-just-be-yourself-20452924/

⚫ Collaborations – careful and deliberate choices

⚫ Conferences and workshops organisation

⚫ Balance in speakers

⚫ Carer support 

⚫ Visibility

⚫ Stay authentic



Team
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2014 2015 2016

2017 2018 2019



Contributors and Acknowledgements
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⚫ Professor Madhu Bhaskaran

⚫ madhu.bhaskaran@rmit.edu.au

⚫ W: fmm.rmit.edu.au

⚫ F: functional.materials

⚫ T: @fun_materials

Connect With Us!


