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advance praise for

COLOR PLATES

i is a breakihrough collection. I could not put this book down. Like all
remporary fiction, [ hunt for that rare and intelligent voice that both in-
lights—Golaski is that voice. A trickster more deft than Steven Millhauser,
visionary wordsmith and Color Plates is a wonder box of stories, Not only
is book for my friends and relatives, [ will carry Color Plates around with
my own imagination and writing—a one-of-a-kind book find, a mind-
ing experience. | love this book.”

—Debra Magpie Earling, author of Perma Red

4, haunting tales in Adam Golaski’s Color Plates share a painterly atten-
¢ application, short strokes’ and the same idiosyncratic, off-kilter take on
the canvases by Manet, Degas, Cassatt, and Toulouse-Lautrec this book
se brief stories invent and re-invent worlds: as the book itseif has it, ‘they
rand go another’”

—Joshua Harmon, author of Quinnehtukqut and Scape

ly ekphrastic collection, busy, vertiginous worlds open up from the two
f a painted canvas, or the still more meager rescurces of the printed page:
family, girlfriend after girlfriend, inverting hills, a collapsing balcony, a
reline, a sleeplng projectionist and a slipping picture, shadow boxes and
arousel horses and paper jockeys, baths and mirrors, doubles and trains,
imp green, jade green, & dress green. Fach painting opens up onte prose,
1ens up into a king of chambered flux, and, on such ingenious axes, hu-
ex, dip, and leap like tiny tumblers,”

—Joyelle McSweeney, author of Flet and Nylund, the Sarcographer
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“An assured colfection . . . of stylish,
intricate svories abour seemingly ordi-
nary peopie . ., whose secrets,
discoveries, longings, and subterfuges
are anything but. [Hughes is? an
emerging master of the form.”
—Lisa Shea, Elfe

est-selling and widely acclaimed
Bauthor Mary-Beth Hughes,

“a writer of dexterity and imag-
ination” (The New York Times Book
Review), delivers a seductive, deeply
human, and sophisticated story collec-
tion about the universal need to be
loved, and the complicated imperfec-
tions that jeopardize the ties that
bind us.

The stoties in Double Happiness
are extraordinary portrayals of the
ordinariness of life. By pinpointing
those moments of discord when per-
sonal needs and morality clash with
circumstances beyond our control,
Hughes challenges our concepts of
responsibility, trust, resilience, and
betrayal. In “Pelican Song,” a thirty-
year-old modern dancer who moon-
lights as a movie—ticket taker visits her
parents’ picturesque home only to
discover that her stepfather has begun
mistreating her too-accommodating
mother; “Horse” follows maladjusted
honeymooners in Atlantic City whose
romantic weekend is saved from
emotional catastrophe by a bored horse
that refuses to dive from its pedestal
into the ocean; and a mini-holiday in
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