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“In The Empathy Exams, Leslie Jamison positions herself in one
fraught subject position after the next: tourist in the suffering of

THE
- EMPATHY EXAMS

MCU-{ 8:20'1‘{'

others, guilc-ridden person of privilege, keenly intelligent observer
distrustful of pure cleverness, reclaimer and critic of female suffering,
to name bur a few. She does so in order to probe her endlessly im-
portant and difficult subject—empathy, for the self and for others—
a subject this whirling collection of essays turns over rock after rock
to explore. Tts perambulations are wide-ranging; its attentiveness to
self and others, careful and searching; its open heart, true.”
' —Maggie Nelson, author of
The Art of Cruelty: A Reckoning and Bluets

Toe Moy amd Toume,

—T\/\ow\ks Sbf \/\OS‘h;\\c‘j; oM d
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“Leslie Jamison writes with her whole heart and an unconfined

intelligence, a combination that gives The Empathy Exams—an
inquiry into modern ways and problems of feeling—a persuasive,
often thrilling authority. These essays reach out for the world, seek-
ing the extraordinary, the bizarre, the alone, the unfeeling, and

finding always what is human.”
—Michelle Orange, author of This I Running for Your Life.

‘E&@o\r\ — ok lagt. L hopc ity
“Brilliant. At times steel-cold or chili-hot, (Jamison] picks her way . :
through a society that has lost its way, a voyeur of voyeurism, Here
now comes the post-Sontag, post-modern American essay.”

—Ed Vulliamy, author of Amexica: War along the Borderline

“When we chance upon a work and a writer who summons and

ek ks st Hae :g‘m]"
dares the full tilt of all her volarile resources, intellectval and emo-

| : |
of mamy C/DsS! V\jf> ‘
tional, personal and historical, the effect is, well, disorienting, as-

tonishing. "We crash into wonder, as she says, and the span of topics B '
| u stie

Jamison tosses up is correspondingly smashing and wondrous:
medical actors, sentimentality, violence, plastic surgery, guile, dis-
eases, the Barkley Marathons, stylish ‘ex-votos’ for exemplary are-
ists, incarceration, wounds, scars, fear, yearning, community, and
the mutations of physical pain.”

—-Reobert Polito, Judge, Graywolf Press Nonfiction Prize
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THE NATIONAL POETRY SERIES

-National Poetry Series was established in 1978 to ensure the publication
five poetry books annually through five participating publishers.
slication is funded by the Lannan Foundation; Stephen Graham; Joyce
eward Johnson Foundation; Juliet Lea Hillman Simonds; the Poetry
indation; and Olafur Olafsson,
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Being Mortal

Medicine and
What Matters in the End

Metropolitan Books

Henry Helt and Company |
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. "Thls bighearted yet brutally honest novel about finding love in the big

city is a major eye-opener.” : - ~=Cosmopolitan

“If you ever won_dered what that guy could have possibly been thinking
for been that guy and still found yourself without a clue), you'll probably
laugh, scowl, and hide your eyes in equal measure as you page through

this hilarious, smart-as-hell debut.” —Emily Temple, Flavorwire

"Waldrnan takes a cllche and turns it on it§ ear.” : '
: - —Julie Elliott, bemry Joumai

“The Love Aﬁam of Nathamel P, is one of the ‘most nuanced and precise .
. portraits of the muddled male mind since Nick Hornby's High Ftdeluy

—Teddy Wayne, author of

T?te Love Son,g of Jonny Valennne A Navel '

"A&elle Waldman wrxtes about very twenty-ﬁrst-century marmers and
sexual mores ‘with 2. deep fluéncy of psychological mtelhgence rernlms-

“centofa mnéteenth—r:entury classic.” :
' ' —Benjamin Kunkel, author of Indecision '

"Wow What a psychologlcally astute and very, very w1tty novel LR
-—Rivka Galchen, author of Atmasphenc
Disturbances and American Inmmovations

“-Thi_'s former yoqﬁg&_literary—ﬂlan.-in-quoklyn founa him&élf crmgmg in

Tecognition.” —William Deresiewicz,
: author of A Jane Au.mrn Educanon_

PiCADOR

The Love Affairs

of ——

{a .xoagt_ }

A GI e ”e Wald ma n.

(CV : Mq/\J Qnol Joumt

-HEND*Y HOLT AND COMPANY NEW YORK
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